











SCREEN 






































“ARIETY 








Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. ¥., by Variety, Inc. 
Entered as Second-class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New York, 


Annual subscription, $10. 


N. Y., under the act of March 3, 


COPYRIGHT, 1942, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Single copies 25 cents. 
1879. 





VOL. 146 No. 5 


NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 1942 


PRICE 25 CENTS 





194] 


PIA BIZ, 3500,000,000 





Newfoundland USO Troupe Gives 


Show in Tobacco Road with Snow 


T 








Thousands of American soldiers in 
lonely, snow-covered Newfoundland, 
starved not only for entertainment 
but for just any new faces, made 
the discomforts of a 55-hour trip on 
a stuttering, 1880-vintage narrow 
gauge railroad, with uncertain din- 
ing facilities, only a subject for gags 
in the show staged by the USO- 
Camp Shows, Inc., troupe which re- 
turned from the Atlantic outpost last 
week. 

Sixteen performers and musicians, 
accompanied by an Army officer, 
were in the crew which, under a 
dDlanket of military secrecy that pro- 
hibited the slightest publicity, toured 
Newfoundland. They were on the 
island for about three weeks, during 
which they gave 19 regular per- 
formances and untold informal ones 
in officers’ Clubs, mess halls and hos- 
pitals. 

Ninety-minute show consisted of 
Claude Stroud, m.c., and his wife, 
Gloria Brewster; Dave Seed and 
Lillian White, comics; Barbara Blane, 
acrobatic dancer; Three Reed Sisters, 
harmony trio; and Bob White and 
his seven-piece musical combo. 
Show was made up mostly of mem- 


(Continued dn page 39) 


* Artie Shaw, With Civilian 
Status, to Concentrate On 
Training Bands for Army 








Artie Shaw goes to work within 
the next week or two for the USO, 
training and leading orchestras at 
various Army posts. He has shunted 
aside thoughts of reorganizing his 
Own band to devote full time to 
welding Army bands into units fit to 
play for any and all functions. 
Leader went to Washington, D. C., 
Friday (3) morning to work out de- 

(Continued on page 88> 





Hope, A. & C., Glamour 


Gals Pix Faves with Army 


Soldiers have turned down cold 
the Army Motion Picture Service 
attempt to sell them highbrow or 
arty pictures via the camp screen. 
The lads in uniform have invariably 
rejected Orson Welles’ ‘Citizen 
Kane’, and the camp bookers have 
given up trying to sell the favorite 
film of the New York Motion Pic- 
ture Critics to khaki clad audiences. 
Same goes for ‘Major Barbara’, for 
th: service men would have none 


of George Bernard Shaw and his 
whiskers, 


_The Army will not permit a poll 

. the camps on screen choices. But 
heatre attendance charts and play- 
dates show the bookers that the lads 
with the colors go for Bob Hope, 
Abbott & Costello and the glamour 
Birls of Hollywood. 


ae 


Stars’ Own Scripts 


Hollywood, April 7. 
A few film players are now buy- 
ing up plays to be used as their own 
starring vehicles. 
Mary Martin has acquired ‘Money 
Talks,’ and Mae West is using ‘In- 
ternational Spy’ as studio bait. 


AUTRYS RODEO 
PROFITS GO T0 
ARMY-NAVY 








Cleveland, April 7. 

Gene Autry is donating the profits 
of the entire tour of his ‘Flying A 
Ranch Stampede Rodeo,’ which starts 
its eastern tour in the Cleveland 
Arena Thursday (9), to the Army 
and Navy Relief Funds. They will 
get approximately 10% of the show‘s 
take not only in Cleveland, but in 
every other city during its eight- 
week tour. Final two stanzas will 
probably be played in New York or 
Chicago. 

This voluntary charity offer will 
cost Autry at least $2,000 per week, 
according to David B. Whalen, his 
personal representative, and may 
make the Army-Navy Relief Funds 
richer by $50,000. 

Whalen, to whom it came as a sur- 
prise, figured that the streamlined 

(Continued on page 18) 


Flock of Jolsons, 
Shuberts, in Flint, | 
Mich: Also Streets' 


Flint, Mich., April 3. 








Editor, ‘Variety’: 
Just out to see the large new in- 
terceptor sewer being laid to the| 


new $28,000,000 tank plant being | 
erected south of the city for Fisher 
Body division of General Motors. 
And the newly constructed tank 
plant. 

Near where my party stopped, 
played some boys, ages 15 to 17 and 
18 years. Everybody’s first name 
seemed to be Lee or Al, from the 
shouts and ordering around. I in- 
quired for full names, and learned | 
that Ai Jolson Brown, Al Jolson; 
Lewis, Al Jolson Spencer; Lee 
Shubert Smith, Lee Shubert Hen- 
nessey and Harry Heilmann Jones, 
had been born on streets named 
after the producer, stage star and 
famous baseball player of Ty Cobb 
days. .The kids seemed to know all 
about Jolson, too. 

The plot known as Strathmore was 








plotted in 1923 by my father, and we 
(Continued on page 25) 





LOEW'S AGAIN 
LEADS MAJORS 


Total 1941 Gross Income of 
Seven Film Distributors 
$36,000,000 Ahead of Pre- 
War 1939 Despite Foreign 
Market Disruption — Par, 
Warners Second and Third 








BETTER MANAGEMENT 


Loew’s (Metro) again led major 
film companies in gross revenue, as 
well as net profit, in 1941, according 
to a resume made by ‘Variety,’ based 
on official figures available, esti- 
mates and summary of income from 
operations when broken down from 
fiscal years. Gross income of Loew’s, 
including revenue both from domes- 
tic and foreign markets, totalled 
$128,409,800 for the fiscal year ended 
last Aug. 31. 


Paramount and Warner Bros. are 
next in line, total for each being al- 


(Continued on page 25) 


London Breaks Up 
Gambling Which Hit 
Many Show People 








London, March 15. 

The London police have finally 
caught up with the chemin de fer 
one-night stands in London after 
‘Variety’s’ expose nearly 12 months 
ago, 

Insiders estimate that during the 
12 months this racket flourished at 
least $20,000,000 changed hands, with 
a hice bit of change coming from 
folks connected with the entertain- 
ment industry. The premoters’ rake- 
off is estimated to have exceeded 
$4,000,000. 

Among the hardest hit are some 
famous band leaders, with one hav- 


ling dropped $2,000 in one of the last 


parties. His friends, however, are 
congratulating him that, now that 
it’s all over, he is at least assured of 
losing no more. 


HELEN HAYES CUTS 
PATRIOTIC RECORDS 


Helen Hayes recorded for RCA- 
Victor in Chicago last week the 
first discs she has ever made. They 
were recitations of ‘Star Spangled 
Banner,’ ‘Battle Hymn of Republic,’ 
‘America,’ and ‘Pledge of Allegiance.’ 
She had orchestral accompaniment 
by Roy Shields and a choral group 
of 16 voices. 

Dises are to be released on 12-inch 
Red label series, selling in album 
form. Miss Hayes is in Chicago with 
the play.‘Candle. in. the. Wind.’ 
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FDR. Tells Gable He's More V-!uable 


Making Pictures for Civilian Morale 








Swift Demand 


‘ 


For the Judy Garland-Gene 
Kelly starrer, ‘Big Time,’ Metro 
is using, some montage shots of 
the Palace, N. Y., marquee when 
the house was two-a-day. Metro 
reps in N. Y. have been getting 
clearance on the use of top va- 
riety names, who were around in 
1917, date of the story on the 
marquee footage. 

There’s some difficulty with 
Joe Frisco, however. He refuses 
to sign a release until Metro can 
assure him that he’ll be head- 
lining. 


CLEVE. SCANDAL 
CAUSES CAFE 
MOP-UP 


Cleveland, April 7. 

Another clampdown drive is on 
against Cleveland’s often beleaguer- 
ed night clubs as a result of vice 
conditions revealed by four ‘teen- 
age white girls involved in a scandal 
with several Negro nitery figures. 
As the result, a nitery patrol of 
policewomen has been appointed to 
investigate sales of liquor to minors 
and charges of immorality. Two 
clubs were cited and five figures in 
night life arrested as the case nearly 
blasted the town apart, 

Police are holding Harold Simp- 
son, singer at Lindsay’s Sky Bar; 

(Continued on page 53) 

















N.Y. Trust Co. Analysis 


Cues Theatre Upbeat As 
Sports, Motoring Dip 


Considerable change in the pattern 
of entertainment and recreation in 
U. S. already has been produced by 
the war, according to a resume of 
the amusement industry in wartime 
made by the N. Y. Trust Co. This 
study of amusements, sports and 
recreation during wartime concludes 
that they are considered a ‘morale 
influence of primary value.’ 

War, priorities resulting in re- 
strictions on sporting and athletic 
equipment as well as upon radios 
and radio parts are figured to bring 
a change in amusement habits and 
expenditures for different classes of 
entertainment. Motor car pleasure 
driving, manufacture of golf and 
tennis balls and other athletic sup- 
plies, as a result of the rubber short- 
age, is expected to bring a counter- 
balancing effect on other varieties 

(Continued .on page- 23) 
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Now known that Clark Gable 
wrote to the President of the United 
States, directly after the Pearl Har- 
bor attack, and offered his services 
to the Army, expressing the wish 
that it could be with a combat unit 
with service in Hawaii and the 
Philippines preferred. Roosevelt re- 
plied directly, asking him to continue 
making pictures, emphasizing the 
value of good civilian morale. Gable 
later went to Washington and con- 
sulted with the Morale branch to see 
what he could do about helping out 
camp entertainment, He is chairman 
of the Hollywood Victory Committee 
which books stars for the camps. 


Certain Army politicians tried to 
get Gable appointed to the Air 
Corps, a proposal which riled the 
Metro-Goldwyn studio, singe the star 
was disposed to accept the Presi- 
dent’s advice, 


Treasury department, Special Ac- 
tivities branch, would like to have 
Gable help out in the sale of War 
bonds and he may give some of his 
leisure to this assignment, which was 
the work the late Carole Lombard 
(Mrs. Gable) was doing at the time 
she met her tragic end. 

Gable is 41. 


Arthur Murray Decides 
The Net Publicity Of 
That Song Is Golden 


Arthur Murray, New York dancing 
teacher, accepted $10 recently in ex- 
change for a blanket release for the 
use of his name in the song ‘Arthur 
Murray Taught Me Dancing in «a 
Hurry.’ Tune is one from Para- 
mount’s film ‘Fleet’s In,’ with Dor- 
othy Lamour, Jimmy Dorsey’s band, 
let al. 

When Murray first heard the tune, 
llyrics of which aren’t exactly com- 
| plimentary to him, it’s understood he 











lburned heatedly, but cooled and 
|okayed the melody when it was 
pointed out that the publicity he 


| would get through its use would be 
invaluable. 





Evans Bringing Culture 
- To Camps; Bard’s Test 


Washington, April 7. 

Maurice Evans saw‘the War De- 
partment while playing his Wash- 
ington engagement with a view to 
presenting Shakespeare in the 
camps. Evans also pleaded for more 
legitimate shows in mapping out 
entertainment plans for 1942-43. 
Edgar Runkel, Evans’ general man- 
ager, was recently inducted. 

Army officials were inclined to 
think the Bard of Avon was too 
deep dish for the selectees. Statis- 
tics show that only 30% of the uni- 
formed audiences have ever seen a 
Broadway play. Evans persisted 
that those with a yen for culture 





‘Continued. on page 23) 
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Pearl Harbor ‘Hero’ Takes Hwood For 
Fast Ride and Then M.P.'s Move In 


. 





Hollywood, April 7. 

Milton Berle, Man Mountain Dean, 
Tom Brown, Jean Parker, Joe E. 
Brown, Charley Foy, the nitery 
boniface, and ‘Little Billy’ Curtis, 
the midget, wound up with red faces 
behind the eight-ball and in the pub- 
lic prints this week as the town’s 
jeading suckers after giving the keys 
to the city to a Navy deserter who 
posed as a hero from Pearl Harbor. 

Proving again that the big ones 
fall the hardest, Jimmy Leya, in the 
white hat and tight pants of a sailor, 
checked in at the Hollywood Plaza 
Hotel last week. On his modest sea- 
man’s (first class) jumper he wore 
a pair of wings. He carried a cane 
and walked with a limp. What ap- 
peared to be part of an arm rested 
in am elaborate sling. 

Navy pilots don’t wear jumpers 
and tight pants, but nobody thought 
about that. Leya told a simple tale: 
he was a flier at Pearl Harbor when 
the Japs attacked, His fighter was 
shot down in flames. His hand was 
blown off by a piece of shrapnel, 


(Continued on page 25) 


ATLANTIC CITY BUSINESS 
SOCK DESPITE DIM-OUT 


Atlantic City, April 7. 


This resort, heavily dimmed out, 
had one of the best Easter weekends 
in a decade with a crowd of 650,000 
here. Hotels, night spots, restau- 
rants, and boardwalk film houses 
did a smash business. 


Reports had gone about in Phila- 
delphia and New York of boardwalk’s 
blackout and guns on the beach and 
subs half mile out, etc. and so 
amusement operators opened up for 
Easter with grave doubts which 
proved groundless. Niteries re- 
mained open all Saturday night and 
hotel nite spots kept bands on until 
morning playing to stayover crowds. 


Steel Pier, blacked out to its ex- 
treme end half mile in the ocean, 
drew large crowd with Jimmy Dor- 
sey’s band for dancing and Four 
Inkspots heading vaude bill. Hamid’s 
Pier did not open for holiday. 

Boardwalk is practically dark, 
with blue lights shining here and 
there and shop windows’ well 
dimmed. Not only ’walk spots re- 
ported good business, but niteries 
located well back on main avenue 
drew extra patronage. 








Moss Hart, Danny Kaye 


Just ‘Talking’ Revue! 


Moss Hart and Danny Kaye have 
discussed the idea of an ambitious 
revue, as a prospect for a year hence, 
However, it is only a vague, conver- 
sational possibility at the moment. 
Hart would write it, maybe in col- 
laboration with George S. Kaufman. 
Irving Berlin might be asked to 
compose the score, with Sylvia Fine 
(Mrs. Kaye) and Max Liebman con- 
tributing special material for Kaye. 

Fart, author of ‘Lady in the Dark’, 
musical comedy at the Alvin, N. Y,, 
in which Kaye was featured last 


season, is currently in Florida. Kaye 
is starred in ‘Let’s Face It’, at the 
Imperial, N. Y., to which he is more | 
or less committed at least for the 
Broadway run. He also has tenta- 


tive picture deals in the works. 





BURNS & ALLEN’S COIN 


It's a Matter of Trade Talk—Riggs 
May Be Summer Sub 
Tommy Riggs has been suggested 
by the Young & Rubicam agency as 
a summer replacement for the Burns 
& Allen program (NBC). Reports 
of salary trouble with B. & A. were 
denied Monday (6) by the agency. 
It was said that the team wasn’t 
asking for anything in the way of 
a raise that wasn’t already stipu- 

lated in the original contract. 

The story current in the trade was 
that George Burns felt that since the 
program has done a good job for 
Swan Soap the act was entitled to 
return to the neighborhood of its 
old radio earnings, which was $12,- 
500 a broadcast, which covered all 
program costs. Under the present 
dea] the team gets $7,500 a week 
for its own comedy package. 











Lindy Blues 


By GEORGE W. MEYER 
(ASCAP) | 
My Mamma done tole me, when I 
started writin’, 
My Mamma done tole me, Son, 
A publisher’ll sweet talk 
And give you the big eye 
But when the sweet talk is done, 
A publisher’s two-faced 
He won't plug a thing, a ballad or 
swing 
Or a blues—'n that aint right. 

















Bonds cost as little as $18.75, 
stamps come as low as 10 
cents. Defense bonds and 
stamps can be bought at all 
banks and _ postoffices, and 
stamps can also be purchased 
at retail stores. 


Ky. Derby Seemingly 
Unaffected; Plenty 


Interest from H’ wood 





When you hear the bull of 

All of them, they’re full of—hoo-ee 

My Mamma done tole me : 

They say bands don’t like it 

And the bands won't ‘mike’ 
hoo-ee 

My Mamma done tole me 

They’re just full of hoo-ee 

And clickity clack, you get the songs 
back 

Swing or Blues, ’n that aint right. 


it— 


Louisville, April 7. 

War and the tire situation may re- 
duce attendance for the Kentucky 
Derby, May 2, but other factors may 
offset transportation difficulties and 
there will be the usual tremendous 
I’ve been to the big ones Derby crowd according to Col. Matt 
I’ve been to the small ones J. Winn, president of Churchill 
But I don’t have me much luck. Downs-Latonia, Inc. Winn said that 
A publisher’s two-faced reservations were as heavy as last 
He won't plug a thing, a ballad or | year. Officials of Churchill Downs 

swing predict that the Derby crowd this 
Or a blues, ’n’ that aint right. year will be boosted by defense 
workers and soldiers from Bowman 
Field and Fort Knox. These new 
race fans are expected to make up, 
in part at least, for those kept home 
by tire rationing. Tire regulations 
are expected to cut down on attend- 
ance of those who motored to Louis- 
ville from points within a 500-mile 
radius. 

Town’s four leading hotels report 
reservations coming in steadily, with 
some rooms left at $45 to $60 for the 
three-days of Derby weekend. Some 
hotels ascribe reason for many 
reservation inquiries from the West 
Coast to the lack of racing there this 
year, which will help to swell the 
Derby crowd. 


From Bernstein to Bornstein 
From Lindy’s to A.S.C.A.P. 
Wherever you get a buck, 





Jane Cowl Sues Music 
Pub Co. for Royalties 


Jane Cowl, actress, filed suit yes- 
terday (Tuesday) in N.Y. supreme 
court against Miller Music, Inc., 
seeking an accounting of profits on 
four songs used in the play ‘Smilin’ 
Through.’ 

On July 7, 1931, plaintiff made an 
agreement with Vincent Youmans, 
Inc., to write the book and lyrics to 
‘Smilin’ Through’ with Jane Murfin. 
She was to receive a minimum of 
3742% of all mechanical and pub- 
lishing rights regardless of whether 
or not her lyrics were used. 








Keeps on Passing ’Em Up 








Hollywood, April 7. 
By passing up the femme lIead in 
‘Silver Queen,’ Dorothy Comingore 
stays on the suspended list at RKO, 
a spot she has held ever since her 
refusal to play in ‘Valley of the 
Sun,’ a role taken over by Gene 
Tierney on loanout from 20th-Fox. 
Recently Miss Comingore was 
slated for the second femme part in 
‘The Major and the Minor’ at Para- 
mount, but the studio announced 
that she looked too much like Ginger 
Rogers, who was slated for the star 
role. ‘Silver Queen’ got under way 
with Jane Randolph playing the dis- 
puted spot. 


James A. Farley, Actor 


James A. Farley, former Postmas- 
ter-General of the United States, 
will turn actor for a lark April 17, 
when he will ‘star’ for NBC’s new 
sustaining program, Celebrity The- 
atre, at 9:30 p.m. on the Blue net- 
work. He will enact the stellar role 
in ‘A Good Party Man.’ 

The star will be supported by 
Arline Francis, Katherine Raht, 
Frank Butler, Joe Granby and Louis 
Sobol, the Broadway columnist, plays 
himself. Farley is rehearsing and 
perspiring regularly between now 
and air time. 
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ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
Scon on National Release 
—i[n— 
*RIO-RITA’ 
Universal Pictures Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT | 


By Milton Berle 
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Hollywood, April 7, 

Just moved into my new home. You should see the unusual lighting 
system we have—indirect matches. 

What I like about the place is the swimming pool. 
pairs of sox in it at a time. 

I'm glad Jack Benny only lives two blocks away. Now I can borrow 
Dennis Day to mow my lawn—when hé isn’t doing Jack’s. 

I've a swell landlord. He likes me very much. In fact, he likes me 
so much he moved in with me. (How do you go about dispossessing g 
landlord?) 

Really like the surroundings very much, but car’ anyone tell me why 
the Sunset blvd. bus always takes a short cut through my living room. 

Broadway Department 

Jack Waldron knows a proprietor of a sidewalk stand who is doing so 
badly that not only is he cutting the soft drinks, but the Frankfurters also, 

Romo Vincent met a feilow who is all broken up about the closing of 
burlesque houses. The poor guy was just mad about “Those Sweet Califor. 
nia Chocolates.’ 

Jackie Miles tells about the mystic who got very scared whenever there 
was a blackout, so he built himself a ‘Palm-Shelter.’ 

Paul Small tells about the Don Juan card sharp who was known up 
and down Broadway as ‘Gin-Rummy-eo.’ 

Read where Gypsy Rose Lee is trying to buy the Police Gazette. [It 
sure will be nice buying the magazine from now on and having a strip 
tease thrown in with it. 

Harold Conrad knows a fanatic who tried to add stars to the stripes in 
the Zebra Room. 


You can wash 69 


Holly woodiana 

I've seen everything now—noticed a fellow pedaling down Vine street 
on a bicycle—with a trailer hitched to it. 

Murray ‘Hats’ Parker says there’s a quickie producer who is making a 
sequel to ‘Kings Row,’ and is calling it ‘Queen’s Paddle.’ 

They made such a bad picture out at one of the studios recently they 
shelved the picture—and released the shelf. 

After Bing Crosby and Bob Hope run out of picture titles with the 
word ‘Road’ in it, I understand they are going to start on the ‘Detours,’ 

Lana Turner really shocked Hollywood the other day. She went out 
with a fellow who didn’t know the first thing about music. 

Music Department . 

The musicians in Lawrence Welk’s orchestra have played so much 
‘Champagne music,’ which the band features, that they wind up each nite 
with hangovers, 

Henry Busse doesn’t sow seeds in his garden to raise corn—he just plants 
his musical arrangements. 

Ben Bernie has just bought a new toupee with the hair fashioned into 
musical notes. Now, when any of his men get up to play a chorus, they 
just read their solos off the maestro’s head. 

Radio Department 

Just finished my 30th broadcast for Ballantine’s and the fan mail just 
pours in. (Where in the world do people learn such language?) 

There’s a certain radio comedian who has so many writers working for 
him he doesn’t know WITS way to turn. 

There’s No Truth to the Rumor 

That the Dead End Kids bought Lord Fauntleroy suits for Easter.... 
That ‘Man Mountain’ Dean got a commission as a tank in the Army.... 
That Ned Sparks took a vacation from pictures to take a course in laugh- 
ter....That they’re erecting a statue to the first man who ever gave a 
woman a seat in a subway... .That Hitler is simply mad about matzok-ball 
soup. 


Pen ms 


Hangnail Descriptions 
Clinching Fighter: A Hug-Pug ... Impolite Tenderfoot: Rude-Dude... 


Lax Hangman’s Knot: Loose-Noose . 
Night. 


. - Swing Shift Distiller: Brews in the 


Observation Department 
Once upon a time a guy would sneak up to you on a dark street and 


try to sell you some hot furs, 
sugar. 


Now the same guys do the same thing with 


Went to a theatre and saw a picture that was so bad the management 
substituted paper plates for the regular crockery. 


Eavesdropped at Catalina Island: 
cauliflower eyes.’ 

Eavesdropped at Palm Springs: ‘I 
like a cracked fashion plate.’ 


‘Her looks gave me a bad case of 


love the way he dresses. He looks 


My brother (the one with the 4-F bank account) has turned artist. He 
now paints personality on people who have blank faces, 
Whatever Became of—————? 


Ross and Dubrow 
The Melody of You 
Eddie Lambert and Minnie Fish 


Aussie and Czech 
Swanson Sisters 
Hap Hazard 


Afterpiece 


Buy Defense Stamps. Help put the gun to the Land of the Rising Sun.’ 





Evacuee Children of British Actors ; 


Say Thanks’ to 





KYSER AGAIN DONATES 


$1,000 TO N. Y. FUND 


Because. Kay Kyser and his. or- 
chestra again sent a check for $1,000 
to the Greater New York Fund with- 
out fanfare, the 1942 campaign com- 
mittee arranged a rally last week, 
with Kyser and six of his combo 
honored on the steps of the U. S. 
Customs House. A crowd of 17,600 
attended the rally, with Kyser mak- 
ing a speech and presenting the 
check to James A. Farley, former 
Postmaster General, who accepted 
for the Fund’s fifth annual campaign 
now in progress. 

Although not a New Yorker, 
Kyser sent a similar donation last 
year from Hollywood. 


Frank Nugent Upped 


Hollywood, April 7. 
.2th-Fox signed Frank Nugent to 
& one-year contract as a member of 
the executive staff, with an advisory 
supervision over stories. 
Nugent has been on the lot for 














two years doctoring scripts. 
‘ , : 2? 





US. via N.Y. Revue 
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By HOBE MORRISON 


On the stage of the Imperial the- 
atre, N.Y., where ‘Let’s Face It’ plays 
nightly with such professional 
smoothness and sock, a troupe of 
British war orphans presented & 
benefit matinee yesterday (Tues- 
day). It was a revue, ‘Gratefully 
Yours,’ with a cast ranging in age 
from about eight to 16. It was frank- 
ly amateurish, performed with 
youthful gravity, yet little self-con- 
sciousness or precociousness. But it 
was a disarming and at times in- 
tensely touching show. 

It was one of those sentimental oc- 
casions characteristic of the theatre 
and Broadway. The youngsters, 
children of British actors, were of- 
fering their show as a gesture 0 
gratitude to the huge, strange Amer- 
ica that had befriended them. They 
were also raising funds for two the- 

(Continued on page 25) 


Back in Good Graces 


Hollywood, April 7. 
Paramount will lift suspension 0m 
Ellen Drew when she returns from 
the east. 
Refusing the femme lead in ‘Prior- 
ities of 1942,” she now co-stars with 
Eddie ‘Albert ‘in ‘Lady Body suard.’ 
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Wenesday, April 8, 1942 


SEE SUMMER 





Berlin, With 156 for ‘Always,’ Syncro 
Rights, Says Song, Not Price, Counts 





Irving Berlin, who should be an 
authority on such thirgs, points to 
the $15,000 he just got from Sam 
Goldwyn for the non-exclusive syn- 
chronization rights to his ‘Always,’ 
for ‘Pride of the Yankees,’ as refuta- 
tion of a Hollywood argument that 
syne rights are ‘fantastic’ and that 
the publishers are asking for ‘ridicu- 
lous’ fees. Films will pay the price, 
if the song fits the action. This 15G 
is a record high, and Berlin, tech- 
nically, could turn around and sell 
‘Always’ to some other film pro- 
ducer, if he chose, although naturally 
he'll protect Goldwyn. 

The point of Berlin’s argument is 
that where a song will be used so 
effectively,as partof the story plot, 
as it wil] be in the Lou Gehrig film 
story, it has extraordinary values to 
the copyright owner. 

Berlin thinks that the music pub- 
lishers ang songwriters err when 
they ask ridiculous fees for their 
tunes for unimportant usages; but 
it's just as ridiculous if they slough 
off the values of their old songs when 
an important screen usage is in- 
volved. 

Berlin sold his ‘Remember’ twice 
to 20th-Fox, once for $3,100 for ‘To 
Mary, With Love,’ and again just 
now for a forthcoming Jean Gabin 
picture, ‘Moontide,’ for $2,700 net. 

(Continued on page 55) 


Shirley Deane Files 
AGVA Wage Claim Of 
$1,100 Vs. Frisco Cafe 


Shirley Deane, film and nitery per- 
former, has filed a claim for $1,100 
salary against the Club Moderne, 
San Francisco, via the American 
Guild of Variety Artists in N. Y. 
Miss Deane claims she got no action 
from the Frisco local of AGVA. 

Basis of the claim was the closing 
of the Club Moderne the night be- 
fore she was scheduled to open, al- 
though she had made a trip from 
Cincinnati to Frisco for the date. 
When the club reopened a couple 
of months later, neither a compen- 
sating date, nor the coin, was forth- 
coming, Miss Deane claims. 

In filing charges with AGVA in 
N. Y., Miss Deane accuses Vince 
Silk, head of AGVA’s Frisco branch, 
of being lax in pressing her claim 
against the Club Moderne and Joe 
Merello, manager, who signed her 
contract. 


BENNY’S MRS. MAY GET 
LEAD IN HIS WB FILM 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Warners is looking around for a 
replacement in the femme lead of 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
starrer for Jack Benny. 
dan returned from a p.a. tour and 
insists on 10 days’ rest before re- 
suming her picture work. 

Studio may overture Mary Living- 
stone to play opposite her husband 
in the picture. 


Buzze!l Is Healthy 


En route east to visit his family, 
Metro director Eddie  Buzzell 
checked in at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn., and was told he’s 
in good shape. 

Buzzell returns to the Coast on 
Friday (10) for another assignment. 
He just completed ‘Ship Ahoy.’ 




















BORDAGES TO WB 

Asa Bordages has heen signed by 
Warners to collab with John Bright, 
with whom he co-authored ‘Brook- 
lyn, U.S.A.,” on the screen version 
of the play. 

Bordages is on a leave of absence 
from The N. Y. World-Telegram, 
where he’s a staff writer, to do the 
Holly wood treatment, 





Ann Sheri- 


Tasty Too 





Hollywood, April 7. 

Scenery-chewers on the pic- 
ture sets now have something 
appetizing to bite into. 

Studio wall boards now have 
a texture cf asparagus fibre, 
ersatzing the wood fibre for- 
merly used. 


Benson, Gilbert 
Walk Off ‘Junior 














Hollywood, April 7. 

Shirley Temple’s ‘Junior Miss’ 
radio writers, Sally Benson and Doris 
Gilbert, have left the assignment and 
will confine their writing activities 
for the present to the Metro screen- 
play of ‘Meet Me in St. Louis,’ adap- 
tation of Miss Benson’s Kensington 
stories in the New Yorker. Collec- 
tion of the pieces comes out in book 
form May 20. 

Ladies of the quill are reported to 
have resented the conflict of author- 
ity on the show, which resulted in 
script changes not to their especial 
liking. When Harry Kronman, for- 
mer radio writer for Louella Parsons, 
was called in to work with the gals, 
the conflict became more acute and 
the Misses Benson and Gilbert de- 
cided to let Kronman do the job en 
solo hereafter. 

Authority on the program is split 
up among Benton & Bowles, Ed 
Wolfe, Procter & Gamble and Shir- 
ley’s ma. 





Lunt, Rooney, Hope, Others 
Join in Super-Everything 
China Relief Program 


| Alfred Lunt, from New York, and 

Mickey Rooney, from Hollywood, 
will m.c. the United China Relief 
program which will clear over the 
;Blue Network this Saturday (11) 
from 9 to 10 p.m. The stars will in- 
clude Lynn Fontanne, Bob Hope, 
John Garfield, Judy Garland, Tal- 
lulah Bankhead, Madeleine Carroll, 
Claude Rains, Loretta Young and 
Burns and Allen. Material will 
come from Pearl Buck, Maxwell An- 
derson, Fannie Hurst, Sinclair Lewis 
and Edna Ferber. 

Frank Black will conduct the 
music from New York and David 
Broekman from Hollywood. Dr. Hu 
Shih, Chinese ambassador to the 
United States, and Wendell Willkie 
will speak, while Archibald 
Leish will read a message from 
President Roosevelt. 








HEDDA HOPPER IN EAST 


Sunkist Chatter Queen Does Sev- 
eral Away From Hollywood 








Hedda Hopper, who arrived Sat- 
urday (4) in New York by plane 
from the Coast, will be east until 
the end of next week, when she flies 
back to Hollywood. She’s doing her 
three-a-week program for Sunkist 
oranges from New York through 
next Wednesday (15), then goes to 
Washington to do the April 17 show 
about show business in the Capital 
in war time. Her April 19 stanza 
will again originate -in Hollywood. 
Monday (6) chapter was dedicated 
to George M. Cohan and next Mon- 
day’s (13) to Helen Hayes. 

Accompanying Miss Hopper east 
is James D. Fonda, director of the 
show for Lord & Thomas, and his 
wife, radio actress Margaret Bray- 
ton. Writers Robert Redd and Rob- 
ert Fender remained on the Coast. 
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DEFENSE WORK 
KEY TO BIG HYPO 


More Theatres Retaining 
Stage Shows Over Hot- 
Weather Period Since 
Vital Jobs Will Keep ’Em 
Foregoing Vacations — 
Formerly Trimmed Budg- 





ust 


—_—— 


B.O. NAMES A FACTOR 





Vaude’s pronounced upbeat may 
be further hypoed this summer by 


e . e e more theatres retaining their stage 
ISs t shows than has been in evidence 
ysince the early 1930's. The deciding 


factor will be the availability of 
strong b.o, attractions. 


With all sections of the country 
booming with war work factories, 
plus the fact that the workers’ vital 
jobs will hold them close to home 
during the hot months, theatre oper- 
ators expect summer business to re- 
main virtually as strong as it has 
been up to now. In former years 
nearly all theatres trimmed their 
budgets for the usual hot weather 
slumps, and the first to go in the 


(Continued on page 54) 


GUS VAN, 4 OTHERS HURT 
IN UPSTATE N.Y. MISHAP 


Buffalo, April 7. 

Gus Van, the vet vaude and nitery 
entertainer, was seriously cut about 
the face and scalp Easter Sunday 
(5) in a two-car collision in which 
Mrs. Mona Richards, booking agent, 
and two other entertainers were also 
hurt. Van is in DeGraff Memorial 
hospital, North Tonawanda, near 
where the accident occurred. 


Mrs. Richards, 30, manager of 
Richard Enterprises, suffered lacera- 
tions; Mona King, dancer, suffered a 
possible leg/fracture and chest in- 
juries, and John Brunner, emcee, re- 
ceived a possible fractured ankle. 
Chest injuries also were suffered by 
John Anderson, a friend of Van's. 
Car in which all were riding was 
almost demolished by head on crash 
with the other car. 








VAUDE BOOST 
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ets During June-July-Aug-} 











Metro's ‘Cabin in the Sky Buy May 
Pave the Way for More Negro Films 





Gypsy Can—And How! 


‘G-String Murders’ is being re- 
titled to ‘Strip Tease Murders’ 
for the English market. When 
Simon & Schuster last week in- 
formed author Gypsy Rose Lee 
of the sale of the British rights, 
Miss Lee exclaimed: 

‘That wonderful, but who is 
going to do the translation?’ 


Hope's Sponsor 
May Be Luckies 
Next Season 


If Pepsodent should fail to return 
Bob Hope to the air next fall be- 
cause of the toothpaste packaging 
situation, there’s a good possibility 
that the successor sponsor will be 
the American Tobacco Co. The 
comic would plug Lucky Strike 
cigarets. Both accounts are in the 
Lord & Thomas agency. 

Meanwhile the Chicago and Hol- 
lywood office are working together 
on the selection of a summer re- 
placement for the Hope spot (NBC). 
The show will originate from the 
Coast. 


Paul Winchell Fails 
To Show Up for Date; 

















Whereabouts Unknown 





RKO’s Palace, Cleveland, had two 
dropouts from its current vaude bill, 
one of them entirely mysterious. 
Paul Winchell, ventriloquist, was 
booked but failed to show up and 
neither the circuit nor Winchell’s 
agent, Music Corp. of America, 
knows where he is. 

Roy Davis was sent from N. Y. tp 
take Winchell’s place, but at the iast 
minute Davis took ill and never 
opened. Finally thc theatre booked 
Trixie, the juggler, and she opened 
Monday (6). 








| the ‘lethargy that came as a result 
| of disappointment over early spring 


| debut delays, Crystallized production | 


plans accompanied Eastertide. Num- 
ber of new shows due this month 


spring outlook is certainly improved 
over that indicated up to now. Fac- 


theatre attendance in the past three 
weeks. 

Holy Week was unusually good. In 
fact, comparatively excellent busi- 
ness was recorded and, although 
some grosses did taper off, none 
dived, while the variance of totals 
from the previous week were not 
material anywhere. It is usual for 
shows to take it on the chin during 
the final Lenten days and there have 
been exceptions to Holy Week 
slumps, but this time boxoffice ac- 
tivity was a surprise. Two major 
musicals dipped off abo t $2,000 each 
from normal, whereas in past sea- 
sons drops of two or three times 
that amount were general. 

Monday’s (30) strong start proved 
a barometer for Holy Week. That 
evening severa] houses with plenty 
of tickets on hand turned people 
away by curtain time. At the week- 
end, what with Army Day and the 
| holidays, there was a horde of visi- 





| matinees, boxoffice lines were pres- | 
|ent, but attendance was under ex- | 
and next are not numercsus, but the | 


tor in a more optimistic stance is | 





Bway s Good Holy Wk. Biz Surprises 
Megrs.; Production Outlook Improves 


Broadway swiftly snapped out of | tors and Sunday crowds moved along 
Broadway at snail’s pace through the | 
Easter Monday (6), when | 


evening. 
12 of the 22 shows on the list played 


pectations. 
are lusty. 

Good theatre business may por- 
tend what is to be expected through 
spring and summer, and is encour- 
aging to showmen with the yen to 
go into action. It is further proof 
of the theatre’s importance during 
war, furnishing diversion so that the 
people can escape from reality, tem- 
porarily at least. 


Current week is figured to see 
grosses which will not be topped for 
the balance of the season. Another 
break for theatres is the presence of 
children on vacation from school. 
Ordinarily the Ringling Circus gets 
most of the kids, but it does not 


open until Thursday (9) at Madison | 


Square Garden. 

Critics, who have been visiting 
semi-amateur shows for something 
to do, got one Broadway premiere 
this week, ‘The Moon Is Down,’ at 
the Beck, last night (Tuesday). 
Next week, ‘Yesterday’s Magic’ is 


due at the Guild and ‘Autumn Hill | 


at the Booth. 


Hewever, advance sales | 


Hollywood, always loath to even 
consider all-Negro films because of 
opposition of sales departments, has 
been giving unusual attention this 
season to possible scripts for such a 
‘picture. Interest came to a climax 
last week with the purchase by 
Metro of screen rights to ‘Cabin in 
the sky,’ last season’s successful 
musical. 

Appetite for the 100% Negro sub- 
jects stems partially from the tre- 
mendous popularity currently of the 
revival of ‘Porgy and Bess’ at the 
Majestic, N. Y. In addition, there 
appears to be a wider interest in the 
Negro throughout the country, film 
companies feel. 

They have always nixed Negro pix 
in the past because sales depart- 
ments squawked that they have an 
almost impossible job in trying to 
sell them in the south. Inter-racial 
leaders contend now that that is not 
so, that the citizens of Dixie take 
readily to colored entertainment if 
it is properly presented. 

Fear of Negro subiects dates back 
to the last one distributed by a ma- 
jor company, ‘Hallelujah,’ made by 
King Vidor for Metro in 1929. It 
got a good play from the arty set 
and intelligentsia outside of the 
south, but met with indifferent 
grosses generally. And it did very 
badly in the south. 

Latter, it is said, was because of 

(Continued on page 22) 


‘Porgy’ Shows $40,009 
Net in First 2 Months; 
New Paradise for Angels 


New candidate for admission into 
the ‘angels’ paradise’ created by such 
shows as ‘Life With Father’ and 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ is ‘Porgy and 
Bess,’ the George Gershwin revival, 
at the Majestic, N. Y., which split 
up its first profit melon last week, 
As with other winning shows which 
lhave outside money inv°stors, ‘Porgy’ 
adds to the list of potential back- 
lers of shows to come next season 
and thereafter. 

Amount of profit divide? among 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Wednesday, April 8, 1942 





1-5:30 A.M. Pix Shows for Detroit's 


Defense Workers Requested by Union 
As Wholesome Offset to Speakeasies 


+ 


Detroit, April 7. 

Unusual union request here that 
the defense workers be given a 
crack at first-run pictures has re- 
sulted in the 5,000-seat downtown 
Fox experimenting with a 1 a.m. to 
5:30 a.m. picture bill. First tryout 
of the plan to see if the mechanics 
are up to junkets downtown for 
their pix was last Sunday a.m. with 
the current dual bill of ‘Song of the 
Islands’ and ‘Secret Agent of Japan.’ 

Pointing out that one-third of the 
defense industry workers’ were 
working on 3 to 11 p.m. or 4 to mid- 
night shifts, officials of the powerful 
United Automobile Workers (CIO) 
made the request pointing out vari- 
ous reasons why they should be 
given special consideration with a 
late bill. 

One of the factors they pointed 
out was that the State has been wag- 
ing a considerable campaign against 
the niteries with the basic idea that 
these spots can get into jams unless 
they provide tame shows and few 
drinks for the defense workers. J. 1. 
Kaufman, for the union, pointed out 
that this namby-pamby squelch on 
entertainment for the mechanics 
pulling down big salaries could lead 
to a rebirth of blind-pigs which 
would operate after the 2 a.m. clos- 
ing hour and with a policy of as 
many drinks as the customer could 
pay for. 

Since the unior is as anxious as 
the State to have its workers in the 
defense plants in top shape it was 
felt that the big pix houses should 
offer some _ counter-entertainment 
for the boys on the loose rather than 
have them helping Detroit sprout 
with cheater drinkeries. 

They also figured that the late 
workers on their Saturday night out 
like to make it a family affair. How- 
ever, most of the wives have caught 
the pix out in the neighborhood and 
unless the first-runs offered the late 
hour show there was nothing to do 
in the movie line. 

The union made its appeal for spe- 
cial consideration in the downtown 
houses on the basis that it was an- 
other good way for the film houses, 
unusually cooperative here with 
wartime ventures, to enhance their 
public service and ‘aid in the pres- 
ervation of civilian morale.’ 

While the Fox’s Saturday night 
show is frankly on an experimental 
basis to see if the plan is prac- 
ticable there are indications that it 


(Continued on page 23) 





Thespic Maneuvers 





Aberdeen, Md., April 7. 
Playlets, sketches and dialog— 
some even with costumes, lights 
and scenery—are being so widely 
used at the Army Proving 
Grounds here to get over in- 
ricate military matters to train- 
ees that Equity is foreseen step- 
ping in and billing trouble 
arising. 

‘Won't it be wonderful,’ one 
former Broadwayite remarked, 
‘to wake some morning and find 
a big neon sign over the lecture 
hall reading: 


CORP. JOE JEEP 
in ee 
‘MODERN MILITARY HISTORY’ 
with 
Pvts. G. I. Jones and Don Drafitee 
NEXT WEEK 
‘The 37 mm. AA Gun’ 
5 — BIG ACTS — 5 


SAY IT WITH PIX, 
NOT GAB, CAPRA 


Washington, April 7. 
Army will get it in pictures, 
than lectures. Major Frank 
Capra is now producing two-reel 
shorts which give the background of 
the war and delve into history to 
show why we are fighting. 

Capra is transferring to the screen 
a series of orientation lectures which 
were originally sent to the camps 
for oral delivery. Morale officers 
who gave the talks found it impos- 
sible to keep the soldiers from go- 
ing to sleep on their orations. 

Major Capra had skilled Holly- 
wood scenarists turn the lectures 
into working scripts and they are 
now in production. This means that 
Japan’s invasion of Manchuria and 
the motives behind it will be shown 
on the screen in vivid action. Sol- 











The 
rather 





diers will see them on duty hours as} 


|part of their basic training. First 
| will be ready for screening in May. 





Detroit Theatres Air Raid Routine 














WILLIE HOW. 


Currently Appearing in “Priorities 
of 1942” at the 46th St. Theatre, 
N. Y. (5th Week) 


“Mr. Howard is one of the won- 
derworkers of comic greatness.”— 
John Anderson, New York Journal- 
American, 


Coast Theatres Sell 
$403,940 in Bonds, 
Stamps in 4 Weeks 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Sales of U.S. War Savings Stamps 
and Bonds in Southern California 
film houses reached a total of $403,- 
940 in the first four weeks, far be- 
yond all expectations, and resulted 
in a new drive on a nation-wide 
scale. 

Idea was started here by the Va- 
riety Clubs of Southern California, 
working in cooperation with Howard 
D. Mills, local U. S. Treasury rep- 
resentative, in all the Fox West 
Coast, Warner Bros., RKO, Para- 
mount and independent theatres in 
this area, 


PROBE SABOTAGE IN 
$200,000 FAIR FIRE 


Detroit, April 7. 

Two exhibition buildings and 
equipment, valued at $200,000, were 
destroyed in a fire at the State Fair- 
| grounds here. The fire originated in 
| the Electrical Display Building, 
where 50 boys of the National Youth 
Administration were engaged in war 
production, and destroyed the build- 
| ing as well as the adjacent Ford Mo- 
tor exhibit. Only a change in the 
wind saved added buildings in the 
close-clustered main section from 
being wiped out in the five-alarm 
| blaze. 
| Sabotage is being investigated 
since the buildings were being used 
not only for war production but had 
stored in them 1,500 trucks and auto- 























a | mobiles, valued at $1,000,000, many 
LH le t ers: ar Sela ert | bound for the Army camps. The loss 
9 was covered by insurance and the 


Detroit, April 7. 
Theatres here have perfected their 
air-raid precautions to an extent 


+ 





| 
| 


where they are being used as the | 


pattern for other groups. With the 
President having called Detroit the 
No. 1 spot in the likelihood of air 
attack, theatre men here got going 
early and following a survey of their 
air raid shelter possibilities set up a 
program of action during bombings 
which is being copied by other build- 
ings. 


During the recent Statewide In- | 
dustrial Protection Institute meeting, | 
the theatres were put into a joint 
session with hotels and office build- 
ings with Carl Pratt, manager of the 


United Artists building. as the prin- 


cipal speaker. Al] major Detroit 
and Michigan chains were repre- 
sented. 


Joseph Busic and Robert Corbin, 
of UD chain, presented the program 
which is-being followed. It calls for 
gpecific assignments for each theatre 
employee with steps being taken to 
train all replacements to the same 
duties. To avoid any delegation of 
authority, all managers have to as- 
sume full responsibility for the air 
raid precautions in their houses. 

The plan also recognizes that there 
ere two directly opposite methods 
theatres will have te follow during 
alerts: one, of keeping all the patrons 
in the house and, on the other hand, 
of emptying the house swiftly. It 
means that each employee, with few 
exceptions, will have to be drilled 
fn a double set of duties ta be cued 
by the manager. Al! actions are 


| seeming 





contrived with the basic idea of 
unhurriedness to forestall 
any panics, one of the biggest fears. 
A complete manual was worked 
out for each house with the special 
duties of employees outlined, the list 
of emergency equipment in each. 
locations and telephone numbers of 
the closest fire and police stations, 
doctors, hospitals and drugstores. 





‘Negro Hostesses Now 
Cater to Colored Boys 


At N. Y. Stage Canteen’ 


—_—___—. 


Additional colored senior and 
junior hostesses, designated by 
| Equity and Chorus Equity, have been 
| assigned to the Stage Door Canteen 
on 44th street, N. Y., to take care 
| of any visiting Negro soldiers. With 
| guesters like Ethel Waters, Hazel 
Scott, et al. it’s inevitable that the 
colored boys in the service eschew 

(Continued on page 20) 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Eddie Buzzell. 
Ika Chase. 
Everett Crosby. 
Alan Dinehart. 
Homer Fickett. 
John C. Flinn. 
Florence George. 
Mark Hellinger. 
Alfred Hitchcock. 
Kenneth Thomson 








| buildings will be rebuilt before the 
regular fair season, However, 
whether the fair will be held still is 
| dependant on whether the Army will 
| take over the grounds here for its 
| purposes. 





L.A. to N.Y. 


Pete Barnum. 
Irving Berlin. 
Bern Bernard. 
Margaret Brayton 
Gary C. Breckner. 
Charles Brown. 
Earl Carroll 
Albert Dale. 

Roy De! Ruth. 
Ken Dyke. 
Geraldine Fitzgerald. 
Jim Fonda. 
William Goetz. 
Mose Gumble. 
William Hedges. 
Hedda Hopper. 
Raymond Massey. 
Gerda Michael. 
Sandra Michael. 
Ernie Miller. 
Constance Moore. 
Mrs. William Morris, Sr. 
Tony Mute. 
Norman Panama. 
Ed Raftery. 
Mitchell Rawson. 
Emile Reitler. 
Maxie Rosenbloom. 
William Spencer. 
Charles Vidor. 
Thomas L. Walker. 
Roy Witmer. 

Ed Wolf. 








MORE WAR NEWS 
On Pages 22-23 








‘Hollywood Victory Caravan’ Set 
To Cut Pressure for Film Names 





How Un-Hollywoodish 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Hoss riders without guitars or 
serenades will gallop in ‘Horseman- 
ship,’ to be filmed at Republic by 
request of the War Department 
through the Research Council of the 
Academy. 

Short subject will be made for the 
education of soldiers, with mounts 
and equipment furnished by the 11th 
Cavalry from Camp Lockett, Cal. 
Les Orlebeck directs, with Lieut. 
Colonel Marion Carson as technical 
advisor. 


D. C. MULLS ITS 
OWN CANTEEN 


Washington, April 7. 

Whether Washington will have a 
branch of the Stage Door Canteen or 
the American Theatre Wing is now 
being pondered by the Variety Club 
of the Capital. 

Antoinette Perry and J. Robert 
Rubin of Loew’s are among those 
who feel that Washington should 
have a branch of the highly success- 
ful furlough service for soldiers and 
sailors. Variety Club board of gov- 
ernors held a meeting on the ques- 
tion March 30, with Milton Shubert 
giving the showmen an idea of how 
the New York Canteen operated. 
Brock Pemberton and Nedda Harri- 
gan also sat in on the conference and 
explained the activities of the The- 
atre Wing. Carter Barron, division 
manager of Loew’s, is being men- 
tioned as generalissimo of the ser- 
vice, if and when established. 

Variety Club is said to like the 
idea except that there is no talent 
pool in Washington similar to New 
York. Showmen agreed that the 
soldiers would not be _ especially 
thrilled if they were entertained by 
available amateur talent. Whole 
proposition has been put over for a 
fortnight when the entire Board of 
Governors will explore the proposal. 








No Chi Canteen 
Chicago, April 7. 

Theatre*Winz of America, after 
several meetings, decided against 
opening canteen in Chicago. 

Reasons were that Chicago Serv- 
icemen’s Center covers local field 
thoroughly and Theatre Wing’s work 
would only be duplication. 
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Political, exhibitor and a hundred 
other kinds of pressure, new and old, 
from scores of committees all over 
the’ country anxious to have film 
names to aid in local Army and Navy 
Relief drives, resulted in the com- 
promise ‘Hollywood Victory Cara- 
van.’ It will embark April 30 with 
some 70 Hollywoodites on a 16-day 
tour of 12 cities to raise coin for the 
two service relief units. 

Hollywood Victory Committee, 
which acts as the clearing house for 
services of screen players in war 
benefits, was being besieged with re- 
quests for names at projected relief 
fund functions. Many of these re- 
quests came from mayors, governors, 
important exhibitors and others 
whom it wasn’t easy to deny. In 
addition, there’s the constant threat 
of being called ‘unpatriotic’ in re- 
sponse to a nix, no matter how pa- 
tently impossible it is to fill all re- 
quests. 

Ken Thomson, chairman of the 
Victory Committee, and others from 
Hollywood, therefore, arrived in New 
York last week to consult with Army 
and Navy officials and _ industry 
execs. ‘Caravan’ idea was the re- 
sult. It will travel on a special train 
and include in the entourage seven 

(Continued on page 20) 


WINCHELL’S FRISCO 
BENEFIT ON MAY 15 


Threatened conflict in the ‘Holly- 
wood Victory Caravan’s being booked 
into San Francisco May 15, while 
Walter Winchell was making ar- 
rangements for a giant Navy Relief 
show there two days earlier, was 
ironed out without difficulty this 
week. ‘Caravan’ has been cancelled 
in S. F. and Winchell has pushed 
back his date to May 15 to allow 
time for the arrival from Houston 
of a number of people in the ‘Cara- 
van’ unit, who will appear in his 
show. 

In addition, although details 
haven’t yet been completely worked 
out, Winchell will probably divide 
receipts from the S. F. date between 
Army and Navy Relief Societies, in- 
stead of its being solely a Navy 
benefit as originally planned. Holly- 
wood Victory Committee will sup- 
plement the Winchell show with 
other names to compensate for those 
in the ‘Caravan’ who will be forced 
to quit in Houston May 12. In addi- 
tion, Winchell hopes to take to S. F. 
many New York entertainers, with 
Al Jolson and Ben Bernie so far 
definitely lined up. 
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Holden Inte the Army 
Hollywood, April 7. 

William Holden, first married film 
star to be inducted into service, goes 
into the Army as a private at Fort 
MacArthur, Cal., April 11. His last 
picture was ‘Young and Willing’ at 
Paramount. 

Charles A. (Chuck) Cashon, for- 
mer ‘Daily Variety’ man and later 
head of Republic’s-.still department, 
drew a lieutenant’s commission in 
the Army Air Corps. 

John Huston, currently directing 


is doing morale work at the Naval 
base. He’s organizing a band among 
the enlisted men and sends a plea 
for the donation of bass and snare 





drums, the only instruments he’s 
missing. 
Lieut. Franklin Tooke, J. G. 


Pittsburgh, April 7. 
Franklin Tooke, program manager 
|\of KDKA, commissioned a lieutenant, 
| J. G., in U. S. Naval Reserve last 
|} week and reported for duty imme- 
| diately in Philadelphia, Tooke, one 





‘ - _ ‘2a , y a a 
Across the Pacific’ at Warners joins | of youngster program managers of 


U. S. Signal Corps as lieutenant in 
Washington April 27. 


Ed Luckey, Henry Berman and 
Mickey McAdams, film cutters at 
RKO, left for Washington to hook 


up with Major Frank Capra's outfit. 

Buddy Rogers to Pensacola, Fla., 
as instructor of Naval flyers. 

Irving Cummings, Jr., aired to San 
Francisco to await his induction as 
an ensign in the 12th Naval District. 

Sanford Mock, writer at 20th-Fox, 
private at Fort MacArthur, 

Kenneth Griffith, new player con- 
tractee at Paramount, home to At- 
lantic City to join the Army. 





Billy Reed Needs Drums 

Billy Reed, now a yeoman third- 
class at the Naval Air Station at 
Miami, was given a few days extra 
m cCivvies to help stage the Navy 
Relief Society benefit in Bayfront 
Park, Miami, night of Mafch 28. En- 
listed by Walter Winchell for the 
affair, Reed worked in with Law- 





rence Schwab (& Mandel) on the 
show arrangements. 


Now offcially in the Navy, Reed 


ja major station in the country, has 
| been at KDKA since Dec. 1, coming 
here from a similar post at Westing- 
| house stations WOWO-WGL in Fort 
Wayne. His successor ha: not yet 
been named. 

Ralph Fallert, announcer at WCAE 
for last four years, enlisted in Navy 
as yeoman, second class. Entered 

(Continued on page 18) 


JOLSON PLANS ANOTHER 
TOUR OF ARMY CAMPS 


Al Jolson, fully recovered from his 
sacroiliac ailment, is due in New 
York soon, from his Miami Beach 
retreat, to t:°k over an extended 
camp tour with Abe Lastfogel under 
USO auspices. 

Jolson may also fly to the Coast 
with Ben Bernie as special guests 
for the Navy Relief show Walter 
Winchell is planning for next month. 

Last January, Jolson toured the 
Dixie camps on a limited itinerary 
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Priorities Officials Propose One-Third 
Of US. I iim Theatres Be Shut Down 








Proposal was voiced by priorities 
officials last week that one-third of 
all picture theatres in the U: S. close 
down in order to conserve man- 
power, electric power, coal and other 
materials needed for essential indus- 
tries. Sponsors of proposal believe 
that houses remaining open would 
be sufficient to serve national inter- 
est in war time and absorb trade 
lost by darkened houses. This fol- 
lows proposal made, when film pri- 
orities first came up for discussions 
in Washington, that picture produc- 
tion be cut by as much as 50%. 

Though administration is over- 
whelmingly in favor of maintaining 
film industry on normal basis, and 
any radical reduction in production 
and exhibition has, to date, been 
sponsored only by a small minority, 
industry leaders are becoming con- 
vinced that entertainment field will 
have to justify its existence as an aid 
to the war effort if it is to remain 
in business. 

Theaires Essential 

Belief is becoming’ widespread 
within the industry that the theatre 
will continue to be considered an 
essential industry only so long as it 
continues to be essential to the war 
effort. View expressed by circuit 
operators is that if the Government 
could eliminate the automobile sales 
industry, as well as auto manufac- 
turing, radio set, electrical appliance 
and other manufactures, in one 
stroke because of the war, then it is 
possible that show business would 
be affected when it becomes neces- 
sary for a more intensive prosecu- 
tion of the war. 

One official recently expressed 
surprise that the industry should 
find. it so ‘difficult’ to ‘believe’ the 
country was at war. Need for man- 
power may before long make in- 
road of from 25 to 50% of person- 
nel employed in various phases of 
production and exhibition. Realistic 
Studio and theatre operators are 
making long range plans to continue 
as near normal as possible in such 
an eventuality. 

Proposal that one-third of the 
theatres in country be closed, though 
taken lightly at the moment because 
majority of official Washington is not 
in favor of such a scheme, may well 
become a reality as war production 
gathers momentum and reaches a 
point where personnel 
Situation becomes acute. 

Meantime, Washington is calling 
upon the film industry to shoulder 
an ever-increasing share of informa- 
tive, morale-building and fund rais- 
ing work required by the govern- 
ment. Theatre and production 
executives realize that the film in- 
dustry is fortunate to be in a posi- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Big Stuff, Pard 





Hollywood, April 7. 

‘Silver Queen’ sounds like a 
western title, but Harry Sher- 
man burns when it is casually 
mentioned as a sagebrush pic- 
ture. Producer of innumerable 
cactus films, Sherman has bor- 
rowed several high names from 
other studios for his biggest 
dramatic effort, which revolves 
around a gambling gal who files 
between New York and San 
Francisco, far removed from 
canyons and buffalo grass. 

He declares it was a tough 
job getting players to sign for 
roles in the picture because it 
was mistakenly tagged as a 
western. 


Less Pix Seen 
Creating Film 
Sellers’ Market 


Minneapolis, April 1. 

Branch managers expect their 
companies to turn out anywhere 
from 25 to 50% fewer features the 
next selling season and declare it 
will be a sellers’ instead of a buyers’ 
market. 

These managers declare that in- 
dependent circuit owners particu- 
larly have been in the drivers’ seat 
as far as buying terms are con- 
cerned. If the indicated production 
curtailment materializes, most of 
the independents will have to buy 
all the major companies in order to 
operate properly, it’s declared. 

Hitherto, it’s asserted, most indies 
in the Twin City area and this ter- 
ritory have been able to forego one 
or more major products each season 
and this permitted them to play off 
one company against the other in 
i their negotiations. 











Local. branch managers openly 
predict that the next selling season 
will bring in its wake a general de- 
mand for percentage from the Twin 
City independents who probably are 
its bitterest foes anywhere in the 
United States. From now on, how- 
ever, the branch managers insist, 
the Twin City indies will take per- 
centage ‘and like it.’ 








Paramount Pays Voluntary 6%, 
Quarterly Bonus to Offset H.C.L. 





In line with a policy that will en- 
dure for the duration with this com- 
pany, in view of increased costs, 
Paramount on Friday (3) paid all its 
employees at the homeoffice a bonus 
of 6% on their salaries for the first 
Quarter this year. No other film 
company in the industry has adopted 
this means of taking care of the ex- 
tra overhead suffered as a result of 
the war. 

Par bases its bonus for the first 13 
weeks this year (1942) on figures of 
the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
which shows that there has been an 


increase in living costs of 5.9%. It! 


Paid a flat 6% instead on salaries of 
Pa employees excepting 45 who are 
aken care of under Par's pensioning 
plan, 

aimployees were notified that the 
added check they received would 


apply to social security and income 
taxes, 





| WB STUDIO CONFAB ON 


CURRENT AND ’42-43 PIX 





Joe Bernhard and Mort Blumen- 
stock left Sunday (5) for the Coast 
where they will be joined by Ben 
Kalmenson, Warner sales manager, 
in conferences at the studio with 
Harry and Jack Warner, Charlie 
Einfeld, et al., on pictures coming up 
on the current (1941-42), season as 
| well as product for the coming year. 
| They will also huddle on war effort 
|cooperation and plans for meeting 
Seog e nyagrmrenne ny arising as re- 
sult of the world conflict. 





Bernhard and Blumenstock head 


y 





| 





Every three months Par will pay/| east the end of the week, while Kal- 


oe bonuses in accordance with 
oe Bureau of Labor Statistics as 
‘© increased costs of living. 


} 


| 
| 


menson will come back later as re- 


| way back to the homeoffice. 


| sult of making exchange stops on the | 


‘1S. WONT MEDDLE IN PROD. 








ONLY DAF-PHEEK No Industry Advisory Committee Yet 





PICTURE THEMES, 





Function of Reviewing 
Boards in N. Y., Holly- 
wood Is to Expedite Films 
Under Federal Export 
Control — No Interference 
With Free Expression by 
Industry 


CURB USELESS TRIMS 





Washington, April 7. 

Though Federal authorities will 
consider possible repercussions from 
characterization, theme, sets, and 
general story treatment, the export- 
control phases of film censorship 
will not extend to actual supervision 
of studio operation. 

With many details still unsettled 
Federal officials have given definite 
assurance to industry representatives 
that precautions against disclosure 
of strategic information will be lim- 
ited and the policy of non-interfer- 
ence with free expression rigidly 
followed. For domestic consumption, 
at least, film producers will not be 
treated any differently than the press 
and picture magazines, in accordandée 
with instructions laid down by Pres- 
ident Roosevelt himself in appoint- 
ing Lowell Mellett as U. S. film co- 
ordinator. 

Makeup of review boards to func- 
tion in New York and Los Angeles 
still is in the future, though con- 
sultations have occurred over names 
of possible oglers. The industry, 
though not represented, has been as- 
sured the members will have a 
broad-gauged slant and not be fin- 
icky over petty details. 

To prevent financial injury from 
decisions that a feature costing six 
figures or more suddenly is consid- 
ered injurious to international amity 

(Continued on page 55) 


Aldrich of Chase 
Says No New 20th 
Prez Yet Picked 





Only thing definite on the presi- 
dency of 20th-Fox is that no one 
has been decided on yet, Winthrop 
Aldrich, topper of Chase National 
Bank, N.Y., which controls a major- 
ity of 20th Stock, told ‘Variety’ yes- 
terday (Tuesday). Aldrich refused 
to speculate on the possible selec- 
tions for the spot, but did eliminate 
Darryl F. Zanuck as a _ potential 
successor to the late Sidney R. Kent. 
Zanuck has been recently mentioned 
for 20th chieftainship, but Aldrich 
said that he believed his Army status 
would make its acceptance impossible 
and, anyway, 
quired on the Coast. 

Industry will get the answer to the 
¢€4 question, ‘Who's going to he 
president of 20th-Fox?’ on April 21. 
That’s the date the company’s new 
board of directors meets, immediate- 
ly following the annual stockholders 
meeting. Present directorate will 
conclave April 16, but will leave the 
prexy problem to the new group. 

A new name was thrown into the 
grapevine ring this week. That’s 
James A. Farley. Word is that Chase 


wants a good front man with entree | 


in the proper places. Others being 
mentioned regularly, however, con- 
tinue to be Spyros Skouras, W. C. 
Michel and Hermann G. Place, all 
already in the 20th-Fox family. 

Joseph M. Schenck, who has been 
active in trying to work out an ar- 
rangement for Skouras to take the 
presidency, is currently vacationing 
at the home of his brother, Nicholas, 
in Miami Beach. Skouras reportedly 
has been torn between holding his 
present $280,000-a-year post as head 
of National Theatres and taking the 
lower-paying Fox spot. Chase has 
ruled he can’t hold both jobs 


his services were re- | 


ecognized by WPB; WAC Group 
In D. C. on Priorities Gets Brushoff 





Smaller Than That 





Hollywood, April 7. 

Probably for the last time, 
backgrounds in the Los Angeles 
district known as Little Tokio 
are being shot by 20th-Fox 
cameramen under direction of 
Eugene Forde for the picture, 
‘Little Tokio, U. S. A.’ 

It won’t look the same after 
the Oriental aliens have been 
moved to the Owens Valley res- 
ervation. 


$10,400,000 More 
Frozen British | 
Coin Paid US. 


With the receipt of about $10,- 
400,000 in U.S. distributors rental 
coin heretofore frozen in Great 
Britain last Friday (3), it was re- 
vealed that the eight U.S. major film 
companies will receive close to $18,- 
500,000 from Britain, as result of the 
last October unfreezing pact, instead 
of nearly $16,000,000 best previously 
anticipated. 


The large sum represents money 
previously impounded in Britain but 
dislodged as a result of the pact sig- 
natured late in October, 1941, with 
the British whereby half of Ameri- 
can distributor revenue, collected 
from Britain distribution in the two 
years ended last October, was un- 
frozen. First 25%, totaling about 











der this agreement, remainder com- 
ing in last week. 


This $18,500,000 total is aside and 
apart from the $20,000,000 the eight 


tober. 

It also was disclosed 
Hays, president of the Motion Pic- 
ture Producer & Distributors Assn. | 
is personally handling negotiations | 
in behalf of the film industry to se- 
cure unobstructed flow of distributor 
|coin to N. Y. from Britain and re- | 
moval of ail frozen coin bars. At the | 
same time, it was stated that no an-| 
nouncement on progress of negotia- | 
tions will be made until some final | 
decision is reached. 


U.S. majors will receive during the | *‘ ; 
current year winding up next Oc- | Committees. 


| unified 


> —_—- 


Moves so far made by the War 
Activities Committee to obtain pri- 
ority ratings from the War Produc- 
tion Board have left impression of 
confusion and uncertainty within the 
trade. The special advisory Studio 
Production Committee ostensibly set 
up last week has not been okayed 
by the War Production Board, as yet, 
and has no official Washington 
status. 

The committee of motion picture 
producers which went to Washington 
yesterday to huddle with M. D. 
Moore, Consumers Goods Division, 
is for the time being a trade sub- 
committee, not an advisory commit- 
tee. Meeting in Washington was not 
by invitation of government officials 
but was agreed to merely as a 
courtesy to the film industry after 
Francis Harmon called late Monday 
(6) afternoon, pointing out that 
studio execs had come all the way 
from the Coast to present their case 
to the War Production Board. Har- 
mon is the executive vice-chairman 
of WAC, drafted from the Hays 
office, to serve under George J. 
Schaefer, chairman, but so far in- 
active due to his Coast sojourn. 

Film reps met with Moore but 
briefly in Washington yesterday and 
were given what was tantamount to 
a brushoff. A. Julian Brylawski met 
some members of the group and 
discussed priorities but purely in an 
unofficial capacity since he has re- 
signed post as WPB consultant. 

Not Prepared 
Washington, April 7. 

War Production Board is. still 
studying priorities with regard to 
films and was not prepared to meet 
with industry reps yesterday. As a 
result of the meeting, however, WPB 
officials may find it unnecessary to 
appoint an industry advisory com- 


$8,000,000, was remitted at once un-| mittee which has been under con- 


sideration. 

Appointment of advisory commit- 
tees is not under Moore’s jurisdic- 
tion, although he can suggest names 
to ive Bureau of Industry Advisory 
In New Yor}. Monday 
| afternoon (6), a meeting was held at 





that Will | the War Activities Committee to dis- 


cuss studio requirements and adopt 
proposal for submission to 
the WPB. 

List af those going to Washington 
included Barton Kreuzer, RCA; Frank 
Cahill and Harvey H. Briggs, War- 
ners; L. H. Buell, Paramount; George 
Smith, Columbia; William Spencer, 
Metro; Steve Broidy and Lindsley 
Parsons, Monogram; John J. O’Con- 

(Continued on page 27) 





Goldwyn Distributors Tradeshow’ 





Idea Before Re 


| 


a’ 
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leasing Gehrig Film 





YATES CALLS PEP MEET | 


ON REP. PIX IN JUNE 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Herbert J. Yates, chief of Repub- 
lic, is readying a convention of fran- 
chise-owners, branch managers and 
salesmen in Hollywood June 1 to 
|pep up promotion of the company’s 
;enlarged production plans for the 
coming year. 

James R. Grainger, general sales 
manager for Republic, is rounding 
j}up delegates for the meeting which 
will be held here unless some war 
| emergency makes it impossible. One 
jof the objects of the convention is 
ito plug ‘The Flying Tigers,’ a war 
| picture budgeted at $900,000, a new 
| high on the Republic lot. Grainger, 
jafter a tour throughout the country, 
| predicted that the next six months 
| will see the biggest business ever 
enjoyed by the film industry. 





Hollywood, April 7. 

Something new in the industry—a 
‘distributors’ tradeshow’—is report- 
edly projected by Samuel Goldwyn 
| for his ‘Pride of the Yankees’, a film 
| biog of Lou Gehrig. Goldwyn has 
said he’ll sign with no company for 
release of the picture intil all ma- 
jors have had a chance to see it in 
a New York playdate, probably at 
the Radio City Music Hall. Then 
they can make offers to him. 

(Gus Eysell, manager of the Music 
Hall, said in New York Monday (6) 
that neither Goldwyn nor any rep- 
resentative had approached him yet 
about taking gbe picture for the 
house. He was highly amused by 
the ‘distributor tradeshow’ idea, as 
were execs of various majors. It 
would be entirely possible for the 
M. H. to take ‘Yankees’ on such a 
basis, he admitted, if the picture is 
good and satisfactory terms can be 
arrived at. It was likewise said in 
New York that RKO has the inside 

(Continued on page 25) 
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NY. Indies to Invite Goldwyn When 
They Air Beefs Vs. High RKO Terms 








Protesting ag..inst the percentage 
terms demanded by RKO for Sam 
Goldwyn pictures, which under the 
producer’s contract are sold sepa- 
rately on a straight sharing basis, 
independents in the Greater New 
York area are planning to hold a 
mass meeting to officially go on rec- 
ord against the policy and will in- 
vite Goldwyn to attend in order to 
present his side of the case. 

Taking the position that the rental 
terms on ‘Little Foxes’ and ‘Ball of 
Fire’ have been unreasonable, indie 
exhibitors believe that unless some- 
thing is done Goldwyn may set a 
precedent on straight percentage 
deals that will affect exhib dealings 
with other distributors ‘who have 
some worthy pictures also,’ in the 
words of one circuit operator. 

Aside from taking issue with the 
milking of ‘Foxes’ and ‘Ball of Fire’ 
on downtown runs and in RKO 
houses, exhibitors have been resist- 


ing the percentages on these two] 


Goldwyn films since they are higher 
than Goldwyn received before and 
should not be the same for subse- 
quent runs as RKO paid. 

Many indie subsequents playing 
behind RKO have not bought either 
‘Foxes’ or ‘Ball of Fire,’ while some 
that have are reported to have been 
disappointed on business done in 
view of the high terms. 

RKO-Goldwyn have had trouble in 
other parts of the country. The 
Florida State circuit, operating 
around 100 houses in Florida, and 
the Paramount-Richards chain, with 
nearly as many theatres i: Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama, refused to 
yield to Goldwyn terms, forcing 
deals away from them. 


‘Mississippi Belle’ Ist 
For Hellinger in New 
WB Production Deal 


As was expected, with the windup 
of his 20th Century-Fox film pro- 
duction deal, Mark Hellinger has re- 
turned to the Warner Bros. fold un- 
der a new five-year pact. He mailed 
the contracts back to the Coast this 
past week and returns to Hollywood 
with his wife, the former Gladys 
Glad, of the Ziegfeld shows, this 
weekend. ‘Mississippi Belle’ is an- 
nounced as his first assignment. Hel- 
linger’s second and last for 20th is 
‘Moontide,’ with Jean Gabin, which 
follows ‘Jungle Book’ into the Rivoli, 
N. Y. His first for the Fox studio 
was ‘Rise and Shine.’ 

Hellinger, who thought he was to 
have greater independence in selec- 
tivity of stories, etc., couldn’t see 
eye-to-eye with Darryl F. Zanuck, 
with whom he is otherwise person- 
ally friendly. At WB, where Hel- 
linger for three years produced at 
the Burbank plant, he will be given 
greater latitude than when Hal B. 
Wallis was commander of the pro- 
duction works. Wallis now also has 
his own unit for WB. 

Among other bids, before Hellinger 
returned to Warners, was an idea 
to head his own production com- 
pany for major release, but he de- 
cided that the grief attendant to get- 
ting desirable freelance talent, et al., 
was not comparable with the WB 
setup. 











Lesser Talking Tarzan 


Releasing Deal With RKO| 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Sol Lesser is retaining his office on 
the RKO lot, although he is with- 
drawing as executive producer. 

Reason for his continuance in the 
old spot is that he is working out a 
releasing deal with RKO for a Tar- 
zan picture co-starring Johnny 
Weissmuller and Maureen O’Sulli- 
van. If the contract goes through, 
Lesser will either produce on the 
Gower street lot or at the RKO- 
Pathe plant in Culver City. 


‘Murder’ Can’t Wait 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Margaret Hayes replaced Jayne 
Hazard as the femme lead in ‘Scat- 
tergood Survives a Murder,’ fifth of 
the series produced by Jerry Brandt 
at RKO with Guy Kibbee in the 
title role. 

Originally slated for the femme 
spot, Miss Hazard is now recover- 
ing frorm an emergency operation for 
appendicitis, 





for the ‘Lone 


vt 


Velly Well 


Hollywood, April 7. 

These are lush days for Chi- 
nese extras working for 20th- 
Fox in “Thunder Birds’ on loca- 
tion at Phoenix, Ariz. They wear 
the same uniforms as the Chi- 
nese cadets studying at nearby e 
aviation schools. 

Tourists and townspeople are 
entertaining them lavishly, 
thinking the thesps are training 
for heroic feats overseas. 


Detroit's New 
War Population 
Ups Theatre Bldg. 


Detroit, April 7. 

With an estimated 200,000 increase 
in population due in this sector be- 
cause of the war boom, theatre con- 
struction for the first months of this 
year has soared over $1,000,000 in 
the Detroit area. While not stepping 
over any lines on priorities, building 
material has been made plentiful in 
this district because of the Govern- 
ment’s recognition of the need for 
building expansion to accommodate 
the heavy influx of workers. 

Projects here will include seven 
new theatres, costing $800,000, in the 
southeastern Michigan area. !a ad- 
dition to this more than $200,000 is 
being spent on remodeling and en- 
largements with Butterfield and the 
Associated chains in the fore in in- 
creasing seating capacities. 


NO TAX FOR PIX IN 
CAMPS HENCEFORTH 


Washington, April 7. 

Ways and Means committee of the 
House of Representatives will tack 
on a rider to the new tax bill wip- 
ing out the amusement tax for shows 
in army camps. At the present time 
the amusement tax is added to all 
picture program admissions, 2c on 
each ticket. Camp Shows, Inc., 
which provided the stage entertain- 
ment the past winter also had to add 
2c to each admission for the Treas- 
ury., 

Tax in army camps was an over- 
sight in the 1941 tax bill wiping out 
exemptions. Secretary Morganthau 
is willing to forego this tax and Con- 
gress is ready to wipe it out. The 
amendment wiping it out will be re- 
troactive so that War department 
can retain much of the admission 
taxes already collected but held in 
| escrow. 
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Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, April 7. 
Claude Binyon renewed as sce- 
narist at Paramount. 


Keenan Wynn, Ed Wynn’s 
signed Metro acting ticket. 

Sheila Ryan’s player option lifted 
by 20th-Fox. 

Ann Todd’s minor option-lift by 


20th-Fox approved by Superior 
Court. 


Walter De Leon’s option hoisted 
by Paramount. 


Russell Wade drew acting contract 
at RKO, . 


Sons of the Pioneers, musical 
group, renewed for eight pictures at 
Republic. 


Bill Goodwin, radio announcer, 
inked acting pact at Paramount. 


Beverly Jean Saul’s moppet con- 
tract with Metro approved by 
Superior Court. 

Ruth Terry inked player ticket at 
Republic. 

Ann Rutherford moved from 
Metro to 20th-Fox under a new con- 
tract. 

Joseph C. Wright, art director, re- 
newed by 20th-Fox. 

Claire Trevor’s option picked up 
by Columbia. 

Eric Blore signed with Columbia 
Wolf’ series. 
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Hathaway’s Oriental Pic 


Hollyweod, April 7. 

Henry Hathaway draws the direc- 
tor chore on ‘China Girl,’ now in 
the final stages of preparation by 
Ben Hecht at 20th-Fox. Top role 
goes to Gene Tierney. 

Hathaway recently wound up his 
directorship of ‘10 Gentlemen From 
West Point’ on the same lot. 


Double Daylight 
Time Now Strictly 
Up to Each State 


Some apprehension is felt in thea- 
tre operating circles over the possi- 
bility of an additional hour of war- 
time for the summer, advancing 
clocks two hours ahead of standard. 
While this may not come via Fed- 
eral legislation, it is believed that 
some states, particularly those heav- 
ily laden with defense work or lo- 
cated on Coasts where blackouts are 
not a remote possibility, will push 
the time up another hour. 

A bill has been introduced at Al- 
bany which would permit communi- 
ties in New York state to add an 
extra hour of wartime, while re- 
ported that Massachusetts is giving 
consideration to similar legislation. 

Mayor F. H. LaGuardia is advo- 
cating an extra hour for New York 
City and is reported trying to get 
neighboring , communities such as 
northern New Jersey, Westchester 
county and Long Island to come 
along on a similar plan. 

Because of blackcut fears, Atlantic 
City is also giving thought to addi- 
tional daylight saving, with outdoor 
operators favoring the move. 

In connection with the Frederic 
R. Coudert, Jr., bill introduced at 
Albany, it was said that if the bill 
becomes a law many communities 
in defense areas would probably 
take advantage of the authority 
granted to push clocks further ahead. 
More than 15 inquiries are said to 
have been received as to whether 
communities or cities could advance 
timepieces the extra hour. 

Following introduction of the 
Coudert bill, Sen. Jacob Schwartz- 
wald put in a bill which would au- 
thorize cities and villages to advance 
clocks on or after the first Sunday 
in March (aiready passed) and to 
revert to wartime the first Sunday 
in October. 

While extra daylight would prob- 
ably affect theatres, it is doubted if 
the industry would actively oppose 
any move to change time further 
due to the war. 

Although the president could ask 
for Federa] legislation forcing the 
entire country to an extra hour of 
wartime for the summer or the 
duration, it was denied in Washing- 
ton that any plans in this direction 
are on tap. 














| NOLAN BACK AT RKO; 


ABSENT SINCE JUNE 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Joe Nolan is returning to RKO in 
a supervisory executive capacity 
after being away from the studio 
since last June. Duties will include 
talent negotiations, story buying and 
casting. Story berth was not filled 
following Collier Young’s departure. 

Ben Piazza remains as_ casting 
head with Nolan overseeing. Nolan 
was executive aide to George J. 
Schaefer when he was obliged to re- 
sign due to poor health. 





BRONSTON’S BANKROLL 


Guaranty Trust Gets It Up for Co- 
lumbia—Others Pend 








Hollywood, April 7. 
Financing for one picture and ten- 
tative arrangements for others have 
been negotiated by Samuel Bron- 
ston with Guaranty Trust of N. Y. 
Coin advanced covers production 
of ‘City Without Men’ for Colum- 
bia release. Other properties he 
owns include ‘British Foreign Le- 
gion,’ ‘Mutiny of Elsinore,’ and rights 
to several Jack London stories. 


Shading for Sarong 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Next starrer for Dorothy Lamour 
at Paramount will be a Technicolor 
western, ‘Sombrero,’ produced by 
Sol C. Siegel. 

Picture follows a prior commit- 
ment with Samuel Goldwyn and a 
month’s bond selling tour for the 
U. S. Treasury. 
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What’s Doing? 


Ned E. Depinet, v.p. in charge 
of distribution of RKO, sat con- 
tinuously for 10 days with mem- 
bers of the unity conference at 
the Hotel Astor. When announce- 
ment of agreement between ex- 
hibitor and distributor represen- 
tatives was being prepared, 
Depinet turned to a ‘Variety’ 
reporter and remarked: 

‘By the way, what’s been go- 
ing on over at RKO?’ 


Disney Cartoons 
Remaining RKO; 
Reissue Plans 





With ‘Bambi,’ Disney feature 
length cartoon scheduled for release 
by RKO some time in August, slated 
as the last of the full-length Disney 
productions for a year, or possibly 
for the duration of the war, reports 
are that ‘Pinocchio’ may be reissued 
for the 1942-43 season. 

War situation, which has made 
high budget Disneys unprofitable due 
to foreign market curtailment and 
has shifted the studio into produc- 
tion of Government films, also made 
impossible a shift from RKO to 
United Artists for distribution of 
features, which had been discussed. 

Announcement was issued in 
Hollywood Monday (6) that Disney 
will continue to release his short 
subjects through RKO Radio for an- 
other two years. He will deliver 26 
Technicolor shorts per season in- 
stead of 18, as currently. Disney’s 
*42-’43 and °43-'44 groups will include 
cartoons about South America. 

Disney still has ‘Peter Pan’ on 
tap but work is proceeding at a very 
slow pace due to priority being 
given shorts and Government pro- 
duction at the studio. 

All of the Disney feature length 
productions are now being gandered 
for possible reissue next year. ‘Snow 
White,’ which created widest favor- 
able comment when first released, is 
now considered technically obsolete 
and unsuitable for revival owing to 
seven league strides advance in car- 
toon production in past couple of 
years. 

Disney is now reported fully 
geared for war film production and, 
from accounts, would require about 
a year to change over to regular 
peacetime studio output when war 
ends. 

Disney Dips Into Classics 
Hollywood, April 7. 

Arrangers started work at the 
Walt Disney studio on a new musi- 
cal cartoon. 

Tune background is being woven 
with melodic threads from De- 
Bussy’s ‘Clair de Lune,’ Prokofieff’s 
‘Peter and the Wolf,’ Weber’s ‘In- 
vitation to the Waltz’ and ‘Carpen- 
ter’s Adventures in a Perambulator.’ 


SISK EXITING PAR; 
PROBABLY T0 20TH 


Hollywood, April 

Robert F. Sisk checks out of Par 
amount on May 15 after producing 
only one picture in his eight months 
on the lot. Deal is reported in nego- 
tiation for him to go over to 20th- 
Fox, 

Sisk completed ‘Forest Rangers’ 
and worked on scripts on ‘Life of 
Texas Guinan,’ which stalled due to 
difficulty in casting the title role; 
‘No Time for Love,’ on which Claude 
Binyon is doing a rewrite, and ‘An- 
gels in Furs,’ which goes before the 
cameras before Sisk leaves the 
studio. 
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Tigers Fly Crosstown 


Hollywood, April 7. 
Double loanout deal shifts the 
services of David Miller, director, 
and John Carroll, actor, from Metro 
to Republic for the filming of ‘The 
Flying Tigers.’ j 
Picture, dealing with American 


flyers in the Orient, will be Edmund 
Grainger’s first production under his 
inew Republic contract. 








Dr. Assis Figueiredo, assistant to 
Brazil's Minister of Press and Propa- 
ganda, left for the Coast Saturday 
(4) to confer with producers in an 
effort to stimulate additional Amer- 
ican film production in Brazil, simi- 
lar to the RKO-Orson Welles fea- 
ture, Brazilian government invited 
Welles and RKO to make part of his 
forthcoming feature production jin 
that country. Walt Disney also was 
invited to Brazil to frame cartoon 
subjects about Brazilian backgrounds 
at the instance of the government of 
Brazil. Dr. Figueiredo came to N. Y. 
with Phil Reisman when he returned 
from a trip to Brazil. 

Feeling within the Jock Whitney 
Inter-American group is that the best 
way of developing better Pan-Amer- 
ican feeling is by letting the U. S. 
know more about Latin-American 
nations, because they are familiar 
with American institutions, culture 
educational setup, etc. 

During his brief stay in N. Y. 
prior to leaving for Hollywood, Dr. 
Figueiredo stressed how well Whit- 
ney, Walt Disney, Reisman and 
Welles had conducted themselves 
and the spirit of Pan-Americanism 
on their trips to Brazil. Also that 
they had made many friends on 
various visits down there, 

A number of others who accom- 
panied Dr. Figueiredo to the U.S. 
will stay here for about 18 months 
as_ representatives of the Brazilian 
government to study various phases 
of radio, the educational system, etc. 

‘Dictator’ Okayed by Brazil 

Charles Chaplin’s ‘The Great Dic- 
tator’ has finally been okayed for 
exhibition in Brazil, evidence of the 
complete break recently made by 
that country with the Axis powers. 

















United Artists is preparing for im- 
mediate release of the pic through- 
out nation, with simultaneous pre- 
release preems in Rio and Sao Paulo 
on May 15. Government and diplo- 
matic officials will be invited to the 
opening in three houseg in Rio, the 


| Carioca, Sao Luiz and Odeon. 


To cash in on the interest in, and 
political significance of, the Brazilian 
approval, UA foreign manager Wal- 
ter Gould declared Monday (6) that 
extra prints will be sent down to 
make possible day-and-date release, 
probably June 1, in nine other key 
cities, 


DRIVE-INS BID FOR 
HOSS ’N’ BIKE TRADE 


Milwaukee, April 7. 

Although it had been figured 
earlier that, with davlight saving 
and tire rationing in effect, it would 
not pay this season to open the 
Drive-In theatre 10 miles west of 
town, the promoters have now con- 
cluded to make a try at it anyway, 
with an appeal to the bicycle and 
horse and buggy trade. 

Racks for the wheels and seats 
for the riders are being installed, 
and hitching posts are being put in 
to tie the livestock to. Opening is 
set for April 19. 











War Time Worries Drive-Ins 

Dallas, April 7. 
Effects of War Time on their en- 
terprise is the only worry of W. G. 
Underwood and Claude Ezell, own- 
ers and operators of two Drive-In 
theatres here. Says Ezell, “The tire 
shortage doesn’t bother us a bit— 
we have plans all made to accomo- 
date bicycle riders, if Dallasites be- 
gin to feel the pinch which they 
haven’t yet. It’s the new time that 


| has us worried.” 


Dallas being near the time change 
zone from Central to Mountain, 
summer evenings will be long, with 
pamial daylight lasting until 10 
o’clock. With the Drive-In season 
just started, it’s too soon to tell what 
effect the long daylight hours will 
have on business. 


Par Pards’ N. Y. Huddle 


Myron Blank, son of A. H. Blank 
and now very active in operation of 
the Blank-Par theatres, arrived in 
New York yesterday (Tues.), accom- 
panied by Ralph G. Branton, general 
manager of the circuit, for home- 
office Par huddles, product discus- 
sions, etc. 

Due on Friday (10) is Julius Gor- 
don, president of the Jefferson cir- 








’ cuit in Texas, also q Par partnership 
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Exhibitor-D. of J. Approval Seen 
For UMPI Sales Plan as Means 
Of Avoiding Decree Continuance 








If the sales plan of the United 
Motion Ficture Industry, worked oui 
during the past week, is not ap- 
proved by the exhibitors, the five 
decree companies agreeing to it will 
go back to selling in blocks-of-five 
and remain there. This is held to 
be virtually certain in distribution 
circles. 

Metro, Paramount, RKO, 20th and 
Warner Bros. do not have to sell 
the coming season’s (1942-43) pic- 
tures in batches of five at a time, 
nor do they have to tradeshow the 
films first under the escape clause 
effective this June 1. However, it 
is firmly believed that they do not 
want to ‘escape’, as was reported 
likely when the Government admit- 
ted it could not bring United Artists, 
Universal and Columbia under the 
consent decree by the June 1 dead- 
line. 

For this reason and, as pointed out 
by exhibitors because theatre oper- 
ators realize anything is better than 
decree buying, it is now highly prob- 
able that a majority of the ‘exhibs 
wi'l approve the UMPI sales plan. 
If and when that cccurs, the plan 
will go before the Department of 
Justice for consideration. Predicted 
in this connection that the D. of J. 
will okay it, since it is known that 
Thurman Arnold, assistan. attorney 
general, stands ready to lend his ap- 
proval to any sales plan that the 
exhibitors want but only, i. is added, 
if the industry (distribs-exhibs) are 
together on it. He is said to have 
told an industry leade. that if ex- 


hibs thought the consent decree was | 


no good, to bring in something else 
as a substitute. 
Finally Approved 
While many exhibitors vould like 
a wider cancellation than provided 
fo. in the revised UMPI sales formu- 


% 


nate two, while those who paid $100 
to $200 can eliminate only one, 

The comparatively few theatres 
paying over $200 in average film 
rental are those which bargain for 
their own selection of product ex- 
cept where the competitive situation 
imposes a product shortage preclud- 
ing selectivity and requires the use 
of every picture, hence there is no 
fixed option for such theatres on re- 
jection. UMPI sales plan is designed 
principally for the many theatres 
that cannot bargain for selective 
contracts. 

As pointed out, however, by Wil- 

(Continued on page 27) 


NTHWST ALLIED 
AGAIN HINTS 
AT D. OF J. 


Minneapolis, April 7. 
Indicating that the organization 
will not be swerved from its usually 
belligerent course by any proposed 
appeasement policy or the move- 
ment for industry unity, Northwest 
Allied now is makin; an implied 








| threat to appeal to the Department 


of Justice to obtain relief for exhib- 
itors from distributors’ increasing 
tendency to put more pictures into 
the higher brackets. 

‘We have been told by many ex- 
hibitors that their high bracket pic- 
tures have doubled and trebled in 
number,’ Northwest Allied states in 





la, and also strongly favor provisions 


covering rentals, the rank-and-file is | 


believed convinced, after weeks of 
UMPI wrangling, that obtaining these 
concessions is tantamount to shoot- 
ing for the moon. 

Exhib leaders from all parts of 
th country’ who were in New York 
formulating a sales plan, have all 
gone back and within two to three 
weeks it is probable all state and re- 
gional exhib associations will have 
voted on the plan. Immediately 
thereafter a meeting of the com- 
mittee of the whole of UMPI will be 


held in N. Y. to take official action | 


w'th respect to ratificatio and ap- 
pointing of a distrib-exhib commit- 
tee to go to Washington io present 
the plan t® the D. of J. It is thus 
possible that early in May a new 
form of selling may become a fact. 

Fast action in approving plan has 
already been taken by. United Mo- 
tion Picture Theatre Owners of East- 
ern Pennsylvania, the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Virginia, 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
West Virginia and Motion Picture 
Theatre Owners of Oklahoma. 
Recommendation by Ed Kuykendall, 
president of the MPTOA, has gone 
forward to all units in that organiza- 
tion urging approval, while probably 
voting on plan this week will be the 
Independent Theatre Owners Assn 
of New York, Allied Theatre Owners 
of N.Y. and Allied of Illinois. 


Quarterly Selling of 12's 


Sales quarterly in blocks not to 
exceed 12 pictures, as worked out by 
UMPI, would begin Sept. 1 next on 
1942-43 product. 

Of the quarterly biocks to be sold, 
five of the pictures would be trade- 
shown, while the balance are to be 
identified. Those unscreened are to 
b- identified as to stars or featured 
Players or original stories, if based 
On such, or well-known books or 
plays, 

Accounts may noc cancel any of 
the five tradescreened films on 
which exhibs far and wide sought 


a rejection privilege. On the identi- 


fied films up to a total of seven in 
fach block, exhibs who paid an 


average film rental during the 1939- | 
40 season of $1 1p to $100 may elimi- ' 


|a current bulletin. ‘One of them 
informed us that while during the 
1940-41 season he was compelled to 
play two 40% and four 35% pic- 
| tures, this season, up until March 1 
he already had paid for seven 40% 
pictures. 

‘We feel certain that, if we can 
show the Department of Justice re- 
liable figures from a sufficient num- 
ber of exhibitors, they will realize 
that something will have to be done 
to curtail the power of the five con- 
senting companies by setting up some 
plan which will act as a governor 
upon their ever-increasing demands 
for higher and higher film rentals.’ 


EXTRAS LOST $200,000 
IN $5.50 PAY JOBS 


Hollywood, April 7. 
By refusing to accept $5.50 studio 
lealls, certified extras passed up 
$200,000 last year, it was disclosed 
by the annual report of Central Cast- 
ing. Understood studios had pre- 
pared statistics to show around 37,- 
000 days of work were given to out- 
iders at $5.50 because regular supes 
demanded $10.50 daily minimum. 
Most extras passed up $5.50 calls 
for fear of being typed in that 
bracket and not called for higher 
pay jobs. 


AGENT SUES AGENT 


Claire Leonard Vs Leyland Hay- 
ward Over Author S. L. Meltzer 

















filed suit 
supreme 


Claire Leonard, agent, 
Wednesday (1) in N. Y. 


court against Leyland Hayward, 
also an agent, seeking $15,000 dam- 
ages. Action claims Hayward en- 


ticed one of plaintiff's clients away 
from her. 

Plaintiff says on Oct. 20, 1937, she 
signed an agreement with S. Lewis 
Meltzer, writer, whereby she was 
employed as his agent for stage and 
screen. It is alleged the defendant 
induced Meltzer to leave her man- 
agement and sign with him, 








EAHIBS FEAR WAR 
FACTORS Tila VA. 


Rising Costs, Priorities Likely 
Be Felt Heavily by Thea- 
tres During Hot Weather 
Mos.— Problem to Keep 
Out of Red, Especially in 
Spots Not Helped by War 
Industries 








UPPED ADMISH HELPS 





Ways and means of coping with 
rising costs, especially over the sum- 
mer, are being discussed by inde- 
pendent exhibitors as well as major 
circuits with a view to protecting 
profits as well as keep losses from 
getting too large, where latter occurs 
as result of declining grosses due to 
various factors. 

Control of costs has always been 
a concern of exhibitors, but due to 
the war the need for keeping over- 
head down or taking measures to 
trim where possible now becomes 
greatly intensified. This is particu- 
larly true where theatres are af- 
fected by drained population, lack 
of defense manufacturing, tire-ra- 
tioning and other drawbacks. 

Taxes on all theatre tickets has 
been offset to some extent by in- 
creased admission prices but noth- 
ing can be done about income, cor- 
poration and other taxes that have 
a direct effect on business. Many 
theatres eliminated certain costs last 
month when the first installment of 
stepped-up income taxes became due. 

Constantly watching costs as a 
matter of good business, some oper- 
ators are frankly concerned as to 
just how much can be taken off pres- 
ent operating overhead and where 
it can be done. 

Rent, labeled by one large oper- 
ator as a constant struggle, is a pos- 
sibility where it is obvious to the 
landlord that an exhibitor’s business 
is going to ruin, but recently in a 
couple of situations demanding re- 
lief no rent reductions could be ob- 
tained. 

Film rental, higher than in past 
years, is another problem, but where 
business has not lived up to terms 
on which pictures have been bought, 
some of the distribs have been high- 
ly cooperative in making adjust- 
ments. Theatres are generally will- 
ing to pay good prices for film that 
has boxoffice power but they are in- 
creasingly careful not to go over- 
board on deals. 

Conservation of power, heat, light- 
ing during the summer on cool- 
ing systems, are among items on 
which an exhib may effect some sav- 
ing. Another is operating with a 
smaller staff, where possible, but be- 
lieved that only in isolated cases 
will exhibs be permitted to drop any 
booth operators or maintenance men. 


STROMBERG 9-15 | 
FILMS FOR UA 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Hunt Stromberg heads his own 
producing unit in a releasing deal 
with United Artists, calling for a 
minimum of nine pictures and a 
maximum of 15 over a period rang- 
ing from three to five years. Sign- 
ing of the contract will take place 
here in about a month. 

Financing of the deal is provided 
by the Bankers Trust Co. of New 
York, through arrangement with Ed 
Raftery, president of UA. Agree- 
ment was reached at a conference in 
the Myron Selznick offices with 
Raftery and George Bagnall, repre- 
senting UA, and Selznick and Henry 
Eenigson representing Stromberg. 

Raftery leaves here for New York 
today (Tuesday). Grad Sears, UA 
v.p., who is also on the Coast, will 
remain another week. 








BIZ TRIMS SAILS FOR SUMMER 
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Boston Awaits Mayor Tobin's Okay 


On Nixing Licenses of Any Theatres 
Dating Ayres Pix; Hundreds Cancel 





Boston, April 7. 

Loud repercussions of the Lew 
Ayres incident were felt here Mon- 
day (6) when the Boston city coun- 
cil unanimously voted to instruct the 
city censor, John J. Spencer, to re- 
voke the license of any motion pic- 
ture theatre in the city showing a 
film starring the conscientious ob- 
jector. 

The measure was proposed by 
councilman Charles I. Taylor and 
William F. Hurley. Taylor described 
Ayres as a young man who had ‘made 
fabulous sums in this free country, 
yet when the time came to serve his 
country he assumed the role of con- 
scientious objector.’ 

The ban, to become effective, still 

; 


20TH-FOX'S NET 
AT $4,921,926 
FOR 1941 


Consolidated net profit of $4,921,- 
926 for 1941 was reported by 20th- 
Fox this week in its annual state- 
ment to stockholders, representing a 
$5,439,262 improvement over the 
previous year, when a net loss of 
$517,336 was reported. Net profit in 
1941 is equal to $2.03 per common 


share. Company’s fourth quarter, 
ended last Dec. 27, showed a net 
profit of $3,372,762 in contrast to a 
profit of only $558,275 in the final 
1940 quarter. 


Besides an increase of about $1,- 
400,000 in gross income over 1940 
to $48,760,290, 20th-Fox also noted 
that the company benefited by the 
agreement with the British govern- 
ment whereby the eight U. S. major 
companies received the equivalent 
of one-half of all sterling blocked 
in Britain as of Oct. 31, 1941. One- 
fourth of this received last October 
as well as that received this month 
are included in the 1941 earnings 
since voting of unfreezing was done 
last year. Statement reported $1,- 
939,667 in revenue as representing 
mostly additional funds in England 
received subsequent to last Dec. 27. 

20th-Fox also benefited from the 
industry’s new frozen money pact 
with Britain whereby $20,000,000 
will be remitted to the U. S. in the 
current year ending next October 
as compared with only $12,900,000 in 
the quota year concluded last 
October. As a consequence, the 
company reserved only $550,600 for 
foreign assets in ‘the past year. This 











11940 because of money frozen in 
| foreign markets. 

Current assets of 20th-Fox at the 
| ond of last year amounted to $39,- 
483,642 as against $7,476,156 current 
liabilities. 

Regret at the passing of Sidney 
R. Kent, president, on March 19, is} 
expressed in the directorate’s state- 
ment to stockholders signatured by 
Hermann G. Place, chairman of the 
executive committee. 


“O0th-Fox Earnings, 1935-41 





Net profit, except as noted: (*) deficit 
ee i Se sor A $3,090,135 
i $s0%a0% 1596060088: eae 
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IGRR die svssvetiesicccces. “TRE 
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(1940 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$353,375 *$236,163 *$1,192,824 $558,275 
| a See Soe WP a $4,921,926 

(1941 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 

Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 


| $404,089 $457,189 $687,886 $3,372,762 





contrasts with $2,800,000 set aside in | 


requires the okay of Mayor Maurice 
J. Tobin. 





Public Opinion Eases 

Plenty of newspapers, radio com- 
mentators and exhibitors tacitly ad- 
mitted this week they had gone too 
faz in the hysteria the: had created 
following Lew Ayres decision to go 
toea conscientious objectors’ camp 
rather than into the Army. A 
formidable pile of editorials, letters- 
to-the-editor, and even newspaper 
ads, defending Ayres’ right to his 
principles was growing as the public 
began to think more calmly about 
the facts. 

Nevertheless, in the week since 
Ayres’ action was revealed, hun- 
dreds of theatres throughout this 
country and Canada have cancelled 
dates on the two Ayres pictures now 
being sold, William F. Rodgers, Me- 
tro v.p. in charge of distribution, 
admitted Monday (6). He was em- 
phatic, however, in declaring false 
the impression given by newspapers 
that Metro was accepting cancella- 
tions of ‘Dr. Kildare’s Victory’ and 
‘Fingers at the Window’ without ob- 
jection. 

“We have accepted cancellations of 
playdates, just as we accept the can- 
cellation of the playdate of any pic- 
ture if it’s not convenient for an 
exhibitor to play it at that particular 
time,’ Rodgers explained. ‘We have 
not, however, accepted permanent 
cancellations of the pictures. Exhib- 
itors who have contractc to play 
them will be held to their contracts 
and I am sure will play the pictures 
later—at a profit, too.’ 


Pro Tem Shelving 

Rodgers indicated the Metro at- 
titude is that the whole hubbub will 
die down shortly and the pictures 
will play then without trouble. In 
the meantime there’s no objection 
to their being shelved. In addition 
to ‘Dr, Kildare’s Victory,’ which has 
already played a great many dates, 
including the whole Loew’s circuit, 
and ‘Fingers at the Window,’ a mys- 
tery yarn which has already been 
tradeshown and sold to mi&ny ac- 
counts, Metro has one Ayres pic just 
completed. It’s ‘Born to Be Bad,’ 
another Kildare. Two latter repre- 
sent negative cost of about $750,000. 

There is a good deal of feeling 
generally that newspapers treated 
the Ayres yarn wholly unfairly for 
the same reason that anything per- 
taining to Hollywood ‘has two 
strikes against it in many news- 
papers before it starts’. Some exhibi- 
tion execs are also being charged 
with hurriedly jumping on the band- 
wagon to cancel Ayres’ films ‘in a 
rash of phony patriotism’. 

Pendulum Swings 

Pendulum of public opinion began 
to swing more in Ayres’ favor this 
week under the weight of the edi- 
torials, letters and ads pointing out 
that tolerance is one of the major 


| points against which this war is be- 


ing fought, and if the U-S. public is 
| not foing to be tolerant of a man’s 
| principles, it might as well give up 


| 
| 





fighting here and now. That was 
made particularly clear in a full- 
page Hollywood tradepaper ad writ- 
ten and paid for by Russell Birdwell, 
film publicist, which appeared last 
Friday (3). Birdwell explained that 
he had never met Ayres and does not 
represent him nor his employers. 
New York Times editorialized: 
‘Let us not...hold back an honest 
tribute to a man who gives up a rich 
career and faces public ridicule and 
contempt because he will not hide 
the faith tat is in him. Those who 
are tempted to throw stones at Lew 
Ayres would do better to ask them- 
selves what their own faith is, and 
with how much forgetfulness of self 
they are living up to it. The avowed 
faith of the vast majority of people 
in this country is that no sacrifice is 
too great if it will help beat down 
the Nazi abomination. We think that 
the men whose lives and deaths 
have testified most eloquently to this 
faith are the ones who would come 
(Contitived.an vage 28) 
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IN THIS OUR LIFE 


Bollywood. April 7, 


Warner Bros. release of David Lewis 
production, Stars Bette Davis, Olivia de 
Havilland, George Brent, Dennis Morgan; 
features Charles Coburn, Frank Craven, 
Billie Burke, Hattie McDaniel, Lee Teast. 
Directed by John Huston. org oes ed 


y Soch, based on novel by 
ee i pe Ernie Haller; score, + 
Steiner: editor, William Holmes; dialog = 
rector, Edward Blatt; asst. director, ~~ 
Sullivan: special effects, Byron — “wy - 
and Robert Burks. Tradeshown ae ‘ 
April 6, '42. Running time, 95 MI? -* F 
Stanley Timberlake.....-.++-- . Bette os ? 
Roy Timberlake.....--- Olivia de Havil = 
Craig Fleming. ...se-+e+++** George Bren 
Peter Kingsmill....-++++> . Dennis Morgan 
William Fitzroy...seeeee+> Charles Coburn 
Asa Timberlake. ...-+++++++*: Frank Ce 
Lavinia Timberlake....-.----- Billie Burl : 
Minerva Clay...--++ereses Hattie ag tro 
Betty Wismoth....-+++eerer: Lee Patric 
Charlotte Fitzroy....+-+-+++: ..-Mary Servoss 
Parry Clay.....-cesesssss: Ernest Anderson 
Jim Purdy.......se+++ William B. Davidson 
Dr. Buchanan...-+e--++--- ae Be oe 

CTOP.. sc cccccnsesree® ohn ar 
egg pepeneshensee William Forrest 





Bette Davis adds to her screen 
repertoire of unsympathetic and 
tragic characterizations in In This 
Our Life.’ High-powered marquee 
voltage of the starring quartet as- 
sures this one of solid biz in the 
key spots, where it will catch class 
attention of the adult trade. Impetus 
of the opening runs can carry it for 
profitable boxoffice through the sec- 
ondary runs, but Miss Davis will 
have to pull the customers in the 
smaller communities and hinterland. 


Story, adapted from the novel by 
Ellen Glasgow, displays the ruthless 
and selfish personality of Miss Da- 
vis and its impress on other members 
of her family. She lies, cheats and 
steals to gain her ends; and, when 
cornered, schemes her way out. As 
the yarn opens, she woos and steals 
her sister’s husband, eloping with 
him to Baltimore. When sister Oli- 
via de Havilland divorces her run- 
away spouse, he marries Miss Davis, 
but soon commits suicide to escape 
the unhappy ties. 


Miss Davis returns to the family 
home in Richmond, and worms her 
way back into the good graces of 
the family. During her absence she 
finds Miss de Havilland and George 
Brent have become engaged, and im- 
mediately sets her ‘- o~ deflect his 
attention to herself. en she kills 
a child in a wild auto dash, and the 
police identify her car as the hit- 
runner, she accuses the young Ne- 
gro lad, Ernest Anderson, as the 
driver. Only Miss de Havilland’s 
suspicion, and later investigations by 
Brent, prove that Miss Davis wrong- 
fully accused the colored boy to save 
herself from jail. Confronted with 
this conclusive evidence, the girl 
dashes for the car and a wild ride 
that results in her death. 


Picture lacks the strong woman 
pull that has been present in most 
of her previous efforts, and her cal- 
lous and ruthless career will find 
little sympathy with the audience. 
What woman appeal is present is 
generated by the sympathetic char- 
acterization of Miss de Havilland, a 
strong portrayal of the deserted wife 
and abused sister. 

John Huston, in his second direc- 
torial assignment, provides deft de- 
lineations in the varied characters 
in the script. Miss Davis is dramat- 
ically impressive in the lead but gets 
major assistance from Miss de Havil- 
land, Brent, Dennis Morgan, Billie 
Burke and Hattie McDaniel. Charles 
Coburn, as the girl‘s rich uncle who 
is the willing victim of her schemes 
and appeals for sympathy, turns in a 
spotlight performance. Equally im- 
portant, and in direct contrast, is the 
work of Frank Craven as the quiet, 
honest and easy-going father. Ernest 
Anderson stands out in brief appear- 
ances as the wrongly-accused colored 
ad. 

Script by Howard Koch succeeds 
in presenting the inner thoughts of 
the scheming girl, and carries along 
with slick dialog and _ situations. 
Strength is added in several dra- 
matic spots by Huston’s direction: 
and one of the best deliveries of 
tragic news is depicted when Craven 
listens on the phone to report of the 
suicide of Morgan. Contrast of self- 
ish thoughts is effectively displayed 
towards the finish when Miss Davis 

leads with Coburn to save her from 
Jail-—-while he mumbles the doctor 
only gives him six months to live. 
Walter Huston, father of the direc- 
tor. appeared as a parkeep in a brief 
scene as a token of good luck for his 
son. 

Picture carries full A production 
values in all departments. Photog- 
raphy is of high standard, although 
several shots of Miss Davis displayed 
her as much older than the role calls 
for. These are particularly notice- 
able when she goes into emotional 
scenes with intercut closeups. Musi- 
cal score by Max Steiner effectively 
adds to the dramatic tenor of the 
production. Walt. 





Versatility Squelched 
Hollywood, April 7. 

Two-timing by film actors and 
extras who double up with dual 
union cards was placed under the 
ban by the Screen Actors Guiid, 
under pain of suspension or expul- 
sion. 

Guild sent out a notice to all mem- 
bers to stick to one union job, or 
else. Many of the extras had been 
reported working as carpenters, 
electricians, truck drivers and what- 
not. 


Mystery of Marie Roget 
(ONE. SONG 





done according 


ondary dual spots. 


lower bookings. 


her younger sister, Nell 


mysterious murder 


Miss Montez. 
vides the final solution. 
steady course, 


quacies of the script. 


Ouspenskaya. John Litel, 


Holyrood, April 3.7" 


Universal release of Paul Malvern pro- 


Previewed in studio proection room, April 


This is another cinematic adapta- 
tion of an Edgar Allen Poe classic, 
to usual program 
whodunit formula to fill in the sec- 
Not too exciting 
in its overall setup, and lacking clar- 
ity in several spots, picture still re- 
tains sufficient melodrama and sus- 
pense to satisfy as supporter in the 


Maria Montez carries the title role 
as the hazily-identified siren who 
plots with Edward Norris to murder 
O’Day. 
Patric Knowles is the young chemist 
with the police department who is 
called in soon after to unravel the 
of a woman 
whose face has been mutilated, co- 
incident with the disappearance of 
After the usual line- 
up of suspects, and subsequent mur- 
der of Miss Montez, Knowles pro- 


Phil Rosen steers the tale on a 
despite the inade- 
Cast is above 
par for a low budget programmer, 
with Knowles, Miss Montez, Maria 
Norris, 
Lloyd Corrigan and Nell O’Day do- 
ing much to maintain the audience 


Miniature Reviews 


‘4_n This Our Lite’ (WB). 
Davis drama aimed for 


duction. Features Patric Knowles, Maria Bette 

Montez. Directed by Phil eee Original! class adult attention. Good biz. 
screenplay by Michael Jacoby; camera, t’ 
Woody Bredell; editor, Milton Carruth. ‘The Mystery of Marie Roge 


(U) (Songs). Mildly interesting 


3 42. Runsing time, 0 — Knowles} Whodunit, set in Paris, for book- 
UDIN. .. ccc eee erenereneees atric cs : - 
> eh sodubetiae. il Maria Montez ings in secondary duals. ‘ 
Mme. Roget......«-0+- Maria Compenness ‘Juke Girl’ (WB). Ann Sheri- 
ene gaecveortenens: <5) award Norris| @an-Ronald Reagan in action- 
IR oo Skee cat Lloyd Corrigan filled but otherwise weak entry 
Wagbstrete......ccsssssecees israuk Reicner| Of the type for support bookings. 
one, De ance Ns Clyde Fillmore ‘Murder In The Big House’ 
+ a area pesseoebeoosbeenes Rho — (WB). Prison meller with who- 
MIC. ceeeeeseceeetd oO E 
Resestive... vis vieekaae Be das John Maxwell] dunit flavor. Good programmer 
Detective. .....cecccseecesersces Paul Bryar of type for support bookings. 
Curator. ..ccccccceesecocs Charles hee ee ‘| Was Framed’ (WB) Routine 
Detective... .ccsccccccccsecsssssece 1 u . a 
Naval Officer....cccccccccecses Reed Hadley newspaperman-framed-by-politi- 


cans yarn for filling in duals. 
‘West of Tombstone’ (Col). 
Above-average western starring 
Charles Starrett. 
‘*‘Lady Gangster’ (WB). Gang- 
ster meller of limited appeal. 
‘Freckles Comes Home’ (Mono). 
One of the better small-town 
stories. Should do well. 


‘Shepherd of the Ozarks’ 
(Rep). An all-around better 
dualer, featuring the Weaver 
family. 








sincere and capable performer, while 
even better than either of-them is 
Whorf in a difficult role which he 
makes extremely realistic. As for 
Lockhart and Tobias, they’ve long 
since passed their tests. Howard da 
Silva, as the tough packing-house 
foreman, likewise deserves a word 
of praise, although he has a tend- 
ency to overact. 
Director Curtis Bernhardt has 
kept the story going at clipper-pace 
and the fisticuffs occur so frequently 
it’s almost funny, but that’s not suf- 
ficient to make it add up to any- 
thing more than rather mild box- 
office. Herb. 


interest. Miss Montez sings one song 
in French, ‘Maman Dites Moi,’ with 
good delivery, despite the fact it is 
not spotted too well. Corrigan is 
particularly effective as the jittery 
and generally-bewildered prefect of 
police, while Mme Ouspenskaya pro- 
vides her usually polished perform- 


Warner Bros. production and release. 
rected by 
acreenplay by Raymend L. Schrock, based 


Murder in Big House 
Hollywood, April 7. 


B. Reeves Eason. 


Di- 
Original 


ance. Walt. 


JUKE GIRL 








title would seem to 


ring combo. 


itinerant Okie 


squalid camps and travel 


‘Grapes of Wrath’ goes. 


vs.-farmer battle. 


Miss Sheridan is a 


box’ derives). 


has actually committed. 


wedding and happy times ahead. 





girl’ stage. 


flock of topnotch acting talent and 
some elements’ of “The Grapes of 
Wrath’ in ‘Juke Girl,’ but it’s insuffi- 
cient to surmount the hoary plot, 
and the result is as grade B as the 
indicate. It’s 
loaded with fist-flying action, but 
that’s about the most to be said for 
the story, and if it can lift itself out 
of the lower-dual rung it will have 
to be entirely on the power of the 
Ann Sheridan-Ronald Reagan star- 


There’s an effort to give the pic- 
ture significance by injecting some 
of the sociological elements of the 
famed Steinbeck novel and film of 
crop-pickers. Lo- 
cale is switched to the Florida to- 
mato country and the villain be- 
comes a packing house that won't 
pay sufficiently for the crop to make 
it possible for farmers to earn a liv- 
ing or pay their help decently. That, 
and the fact that the pickers live in 
; j in old 
— is as far as the resemblance 
oO 


Reagan and Richard Whorf are 
pictured as a couple of busted hitch- 
hikers who wander into the tomato 
country and get themselves not-too- 
innocently involved in the packer- 

Reagan naturally 
goes in on the side of the growers, 
working for and with George Tobias, 
a Greek farmer, while Whorf sees 
bigger profits on the other side and 
joins up with packer Gene Lockhart. 

, ‘juke-girl,’ 
which is a hostess in a ‘juke-joint,’ 
a cheap saloon in which the music is 
provided by a coin-in-the-slot ma- 
chine (from which the term ‘juke- 
She falls for Reagan 
and, in trying to aid him and the 


They’re 
about to be lynched when Whorf 
forces a confession from the culprit 
and saves the day for the Inevitable 


Outstanding in the film is the high 
degree of acting skill. Miss Sheridan 
has come far, far from the ‘oomph 
Reagan likewise is a 


on idea by Jerry Chodorov; camera, Ted 
McCord; editor, Terry Morse; dialog direc- 
ter, Harry Seymour; asst. director, Les 
Guthrie. Tradeshown in L. A. April 4, °42. 
Running time, 60 MINS. 

Gladys Wayne.......sesese-- Faye Emerson 








Warner Bros. release of Hal B. Wallis| Bert Bell..........ceceeseeess Van Johnson 
(Jerry Wald and Jack Saper) production. | ‘Scoop’ Conner.......s+e0:- George Meeker 
Stars Ann Sheridan and Ronald Reagan; | Randall............+sseesesss Frank Wlicox 
features Richard Whorf, Gene Lockhart, | ‘Dapper Dan’ Malloy.. ..-Michael Ames 
George Tobias. Directed by Curtis Bern-| ‘Mile-Away’ Gordon... -»+.- Roland Drew 
hardt. Screenplay by A. I. Bezzerides from | Mrs. Gordon..........ssseessse+: Ruth Ford 
original by Theodore Pratt; adapted by | Jim Ainslee...........+ese.. Joseph Crehan 
Kenneth Gamet; camera, Bert Glennon; | Warden John Bevins........ William Gould 
editor, Warren Low. Tradeshown in New| Bill Burgen.........ccseees. Douglas Wood 
York April 7, 1942. Running time, 90] Prison Doctor........seesees- John Maxwell 
MINS. Chief Electrician......csese+: Pat McVeigh 
BE Ed Ses woke code bbc Ann Sheridan | Guard..........eesee% TTTTTTiTT Te Dick Rich 
DE. HEIR. 6 6b ccenscveeds Reale Reagan.) WOWGh. «cccccecececccesescoesces Fred Kelsey 
Danny Frazier.... o oRePOS WRRMOE f GEER so cccccccccseesebecececeses Bill Phillips 
Menry Maiden. .ccoccccesic< Gene Lockhart | Ramstead......secescesececses: Jack Mower 
NON cn 4 v6 sed 0 60660084028 S08 Betty Brewer | Ritter.......ccscccecssessee-Creighton Hale 
RE: MON. s 6060 0dKé0s beh i ees ree rere ee Henry Hall 
_ ONO 54 0 6060000 00ecs George Tobias 
Cully. esse TINUUUioward' da. Stiva |, Prison whodunit, serves as main 
‘Muckeye’ John.......... Donald MacBride background for adventures of re- 
1 RE pire William Davidson| porters in tracking down political 
uke Harper oceeeseescecacccess Fuzzy Knight| corruption in the big city. It’s a 
<s TTTTTELL TT TTT ee Tre Willie Best meller program filler for the duals, 

Ws 86054090866 600neeenns en Irving Bacon : . 75 
PE COMB ie cisaeseesds Willard Robertson and despite inability to stand up un- 

der critical analysis of story factors, 

Warner Bros. has combined a/|carries sufficient pace to carry 


through as okay fare in the second- 
ary support bookings. 

Van Johnson is a cub reporter, 
getting assists from elbow-bending 
veteran George Meeker, and girl 
scribbler Faye Emerson. Michael 
Ames is in death row, but just prior 
to his electrocution is killed in the 
cell by a bolt of lightning. Johnson 
questions the accidental death, and 
follows through on formularized 
lines to uncover political plot de- 
signed to prevent Ames from ‘talk- 
ing’ before he walked the last mile. 
There’s the usual newsroom hysteria 
found in cinematic presentation of 
newspaper life, and sufficient ro- 
mance carried along for clinch of 
Johnson and Miss Emerson at the 
finish. 

Zestful performances by the cast, 
in addition to speedy direction by 
Reeves Eason, assists in lifting this 
one above the general level of pro- 
gram mellers. Johnson, Meeker and 
Miss Emerson work hard as the main 
reporter trio, while good support is 
provided by Joe Crehan, Ruth Ford, 
Frank Wilcox, William Gould, Ames 
and Roland Drew. 

Pleasant relief from general pris- 
on picture display is total elim- 
ination of large cellblock settings 
and parade of prisoners around the 
big house and grounds. Prison se- 
quences are thus confined to the 
death cells and the electrocution 
chamber. Walt, 


I WAS FRAMED 


Warner Bros. production 
Features Michael Ames, 
Regis Toomey, Patty Hale. Directed by 
D. Ross Lederman. Screenplay by Robert 
E. Kent, based upon an idea by Jerome 
Odlum; camera, Ted McCord; editor, Frank 





and release. 
Julie Bishop, 


farmers, gets herself fired. She then | Magee. Tradeshown in New York April 7, 

enlists actively on his side. When | 19? Running time, 61 MINS. 

Reagan. by tricking Lockhart, is able en rs) al cevecccccvcceces Michael Ames 
mM..." ’ Ruth Marshall.......+.. oetess Julle Bishop 

to sell Tobias crop elsewhere, he and | Bob Leeds............. eseees Regis Toomey 

Miss Sheridan are framed for the] Penny Marshall..........se.-..- Patty Hale 

murder of Tobias, which Lockhart Clubby Blake........e0ee.....John Harmon 


Dr. Phillip Black..........Aldrich Bowker 
Gordon Locke.....cseeeee+.++.- Roland Drew 
Cal Beamish......sseee00++++-Oscar O'Shea 


Ben Belden.....ccccecssess+.. Wade Boteler 
Stuart Gaines............Howard Hickman 
Paul Brenner...ccccccccess: Norman Willis 
D. L. Wallace.....+..ss..Hobart Bosworth 
Police Chief Taylor...........+:- Gay Usher 
TERS Gave ccsescccvtcecss Sam McDanie} 











This is the usual newspaperman- 





out-to-dislodge-the - corrupt - 
cians yarn a few variations 
from routine, but insufficient to 
for the duals. on 


put a screen-filler 
is spo an 
the whole thing is too difficult to be- 
lieve to make much of an audience 
imprint. 

Michael Amés is pictured as a re- 
porter framed and jailed by the gov- 
ernor, whom he is about to expose. 
He escapes from the coop and, ac- 
companied by his wife (Julie 
Bishop), lands in a small town where 
an old doctor, Aldrich Bowker, de- 
livers the couple’s baby and gets 
Ames a job on the local paper. ve 
years pass and Ames is again re- 
spectable when an old celimate rec- 
ognizes him and blackmails him. 
Meantime, one of the guys who has 
framed Ames has talked and the 
newspaperman is cleared in the usual 
nick of time. 

One of the deviations from the 
usual in an action-suspense film of 
this type is introduction of the cou- 

le’s iid, played by Patty Halef who 

kes a few minutes of the running 
time to sing nursery rhymes. Seems 
ludicrous for average patronage of 
this type product, and the kid is so 
overly-precocious anyway that she’s 
both appalling and embarrasing. 

Ames looks the reporter part all 
right, but is a stilted and untutored 
line-deliverer before the camera. 
Other members of the cast do okay 
except for the “mugging which 
D. Ross Lederman’s direction appar- 
ently encourages. erman’s ef- 
forts to create suspense, incidentally, 
too often turn into a . 

erb. 


WEST OF TOMBSTONE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia release of William Berke pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett. Features 
Russell Hayden, Cliff Edwards, Marcella 
Martin and Gordon DeMain. Directed by 
Howard Bretherton. Story and adaptation, 
Maurice Geraghty; film editor, Mel Thor- 
son; camera, George Meehan. At New 


York, N. Y.; dua!, week March 381, °42 
Running time, 56 MINS. | 
Steve Langdon...... seeeeesCharles Starreft ] 


‘Lucky’ Barnet... ++-..Russell Hayden 
Harmony Haines. -...Cliff Edwards 
Caro] Barnet...... -+»Marcella Martin 
Wilfred Barnet............Gordon DeMain 
Dave Shurlock......ssse++++,Clancy Cooper 






Sheriff....... eeeccecccescoeceres Jack Kirk 
Wheeler.....ccccccccsecs eoeces Budd Buster 
Morris...+s.e eeececee @erecccere Tom London 





‘West of Tombstone’ is a hoss opera 
of more than average value, starring 
Charles Starrett, who’s well estab- 
lished by now. With him for the 
third time so far is Russell Hayden, 
while for good comedy relief is Cliff 
Edwards, who also sings the three 
numbers written for the film. 


Songs are tied to and have relation 
with comic incidents involving Ed- 
wards. They are ‘Midnight Blues,’ 
‘Get Along Little Pony,’ and ‘We'll 
All Be Together.’ 


Paced fast and well plotted, the 
western maintains suspense to the 
end, meantime packing a wallop so 
far as action is concerned. Plot is 
somewhat unique in that it deals 
with Billy the Kid, who’s pictured as 
alive though having been thought 
dead for years. This no doubt bor- 
rows from frontier folklore question- 
ing the murder of the famous out- 
law by a sheriff. 


Stagecoach holdups background 
the action, with Starrett playing a 
deputy U. S. marshal le Hayden 
the son of Billy the Kid, latter now 
osing as a respectable businessman. 

e girl, Marcelia Martin, compara- 
tive newcomer to the screen and the 
only femme in the film, plays Hay- 
dent’s sister. She’s a pert, accept- 
able type for westerns, but does not 
have sufficient opportunity here to 
show the range of her abilities. 
Gordon DeMain plays Billy the Kid 
in disguise satisfactorily. 


Howard Bretherton’s direction in- 
vites no complaint. Char, 


LADY GANGSTER 


Warner production and release. Features 
Faye Emerson, Julie Bishop, Frank Wil- 
cox. Directed by Florian Roberts; screen- 
play by Anthony Coldeway; based on play 
by Dorothy Mackaye and Carlton Miles; 
camera, Arthur Todd; editor, Harold Mc- 





Lernon. Tradeshown in New York, April 
7, '42. Running time, 62 MINS, 

Dot Burtom...ccccocce eccves Faye Emerson 
Mss ace esubtenenaven Julie Bishop 
Kenneth Phillinn...:ceceserere Frenk. Wileer 
OO Be EE eee. Roland Drew 
UP Cecccccecs Jackie C. Gleason 
a DUM. sencengseusahisiaee Ruth Ford 
eee, BOGE. ccsncosevssss. Virginia Brissac 
SORE, Sve c  06s0s seoeeeess Dorothy Vaughan 
DGGE Anale..ccocccece gecces Dorothy Adams 
in «5h0s00ec¢eneds cececces Dewolf Hopper 
ee Bs 06s 000% bésebbebedesan Vera Lewis 
Lewis Sinton...........Herbert Rawlinson 
506560008 TErerrrrrTr rere Peggy Diggins 
Detective...sccccesevecsses-Charles Wilson 
BtOW.. .cccccvvecccscecdeccesess Bill Phillips 
Walker....... eecescececcecess-Frank Mayo 
Matron. .rccccccccccscccccegecses Leah Baird 





This m+lodramatic potpourri, com- 
bining the theme of an altruistic 
radio tycoon determined to reform a 
bad girl with a conventional gangster 
action plot, has limited appeal as a 
dual filler. 

Flicker is effective showcaser for 
Faye Emerson, who flashes potential 
values for more pretentious assign- 
ments despite unsympathetic charac- 
terization here. She’s cast as a small- 
town girl with theatrical aspirations 
who works with mobsters staging a 
bank holdup. Laborious script and 
direction plant her as bad medicine 
rather than misguided. Sole virtue 
is refusal to squeal on three part- 
ners in crime. : 

For finale she makes a getaway 


the warden, in order to save Wilcox, 
her benefactor, from being rubbed 
out. Her last minute regeneration, 
however. doesn’t jell after lengthy 
preliminary teardown. 

Providing okay support are Her. 
bert Rawlinson, as ‘he d.a.; Wilcox, 
radio station operator: Julie Bishop, 
one of the prison inmates, and Rut 
Ford, as the jail stool pigeon. 


Camera work standard. Mori, 


Freckles Comes Home 


(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Lindsley Parsons 
production. Stars Johnny Downs; features 
Gale Storm, Mantan Moreland. Directed by 
Jean Yarbrough; story, Gene Stratton. 
Porter; screenplay, Edmond Kelso; camera, 
Max Stengler; editor, Jack Ogilvie: assist- 


ant director, Wm. Strohback. Reviewed at 









State, Lincoln, Neb., April 3, ‘42, dual. 
Running time, 63.MINS, 
Ns 5.660 eaasenes Cee cb es Johnny Downs 
Ms 6 s.6 00066668 Ceeeeececccscces Gale Storm 
, APP eee eeeeeeeeeees.sMantan Moreland 
Quigley...... eeceee e0eccestees Bradley Page 
Mra. Potter...ccces 96666060404 Betty Blythe 
DOBRA sec cccescecvece eecves Marvin Stephens 
Leach......- eeetevestadan Walter Sande 
Hymie..... +»-Max Hoffman, Jr. 
Roxbury +.»+.Lawrence Criner 
a, eee Preeriety (tte ret John Ince 
WInSlow.....cceeccceeeesee-Irving Mitchell 
See eeeceeseseeess-Gene O'Donnell 
GED ss :eweacnenaesaeee ease Irving Bacon 
‘Freckles Comes Home’ will do 


well at the boxoffice, for this one has 
all the ingredients of a successful 
small-town story. It’s a film about 
the country bumpkins who outwit 
the city slickers, and there’s enough 
action in it to please everyone. 

Whole story is based on the hap- 

penings to Freckles (Johnny Downs) 
when he comes home from college 
to his little burg to wake up the citi- 
zenry to put their town among the 
leading ones in the county. Before 
they can do so, however, they must 
outsmart a slick gangster-promoter 
and a couple of Big-town triggermen 
who come to town to empty the local 
bank. 
_ There are no songs of particular 
import, though Gale Storm, discov- 
ered through a radio talent hunt, 
proves her contest win no mistake 
by doing right by a couple of light 
ditties. Miss Storm is a newcomer 
to pictures, but she scores heavily 
with her most important screen as- 
signment to date as the demure, 
small-town banker’s daughter. 

Manton Moreland, colored come- 
dian fast becoming a comic fixture 
in Monogram’s picts, has some clever 
sequences with the gangster-pro- 
moter’s colored chauffeur. Bradley 
Page scores as the promoter and 
Walter Sande as a gangster. Irving 
Bacon has a hilarious role as an ex- 
citable sheriff. 

Picture has been cleverly directed 
by Jean Yarbrough, with no midway 
bogdowns. Comedy, suspense and 
romance, with Downs and Miss Storm 
providing the love interest, make 
for maximum results. 

There is a nostalgic quality about 
Stratton-Porter stories, and this one 
is no exéeption. Art. 


Shepherd of the Ozarks 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer pro- 





duction. Stars Weaver Bros. & Elviry, 
Marilyn Hare, Frank Albertson. Directed 
by Frank McDonald. Screenplay, Dorrell 
and Stuart McGowan; camera, Ernest 
Miller; music, Cy Feuer. Previewed at 
Republic proection room, N. Y., April 8, 
’42. Running time, 70 MINS. 

Be sé 68 bee ce ackes cevesRess Leon Weaver 
Cis 6c ve 0adennes0eseeeus ce Frank Weaver 
NGS 6.0.5.4 >.00.5 0600060060560 20 June Weaver 
Susanna Weaver..cscccsesss- Marilyn Hare 
Jimmy Maloney...sccsces: Frank Albertson 
James Maloney......scceses: Thurston Hall 
EADGNEOEOE, s baves cévetscweeees -Johnny Arthur 
BIE: TEE. 0 06enseveerese see William Haade 
MNES 644-8606 One00NteeRewnsa® Wade Crosby 
BIMUIO, ca cecece coe... 000 Devlin 
BOW ccc ccenes .»-Fred Sherman 
Wes STUN Fi cecewcconcecoeetes Guy Usher 





This is one of the better Weaver 
family pictures, and with a novel 
twist to the story, including a battle 
in which an invading army appar- 
ently is conquering America. It 
should have good reception and more 
than hold its own. 

Production qualities are excellent, 
camera work of a high order, and 
direction rapidly paced. Yarn deals 
with an army lieutenant being forced 
to bale out in the hick town of 
Weaverville. He falls for the yokel 
girl and vice versa, but when his 
millionaire father arrives he takes 
a different view, when he discovers 
valuable deposits of bauxite from 
which. sluminum. is made. Unable 
to get the villagers to sell, the father 
attempts to entice the Weaver fam- 
ily, of which the girl is a member, 
to become accustomed to city life. 
The son messes up this plan and the 
all return to Weaverville. A moc 

(Continued on page 20) 


Coe’s Coast Trip 


Charles F. (‘Socker’) Coe, ap- 
pointed ass’t to Will Hays last week 
by directors of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn., went 
to the Coast Sunday (5) for a two- 
week inspection of the industry’s 
studio-production setup. 

Will Hays joined Coe in Chicago 
on Monday (6) to accompany him 
to the Coast. Head of the MPPDA 
had left earlier so as to spend Easter 
Sunday at his Indiana home. N. Y. 
committee of lawyers, named by the 
MPPDA, is expected to confer with 
the three-lawyer group on the Coast 
while Hays and Coe are in Holly- 











from the big house, after slugging 


wood. 














mip 











Wednesday, April 8, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 9 





‘Andrew -Kaye $35,000, Best Bet In 
Chi; Captains’ Great 226, ‘Cowboy’ 
Strong 166 in 2d, ‘Hardy’ 136 Ditto 


+. 








Chicago, April 7. 
With Good Friday out of the way 
the downtown theatres came up with 
a rush over the weekend and head- 
ed for an excellent total. The 


weather is perfect and for once the 
theatre managers can’t say the pub- 
lic is out driving because of the 
rubber situation. Result is money 
all down the line. : : 

Best of the new entries is ‘Captains 
of the Clouds’ which zoomed away 
fast at the State-Lake on Saturday 
(4), First week figured at hotcha 
$22,000 and looks set for several 
weeks. ‘Remarkable Andrew’ drew 
excellent notices from crix, and 
teamed with Sammy Kaye orchestra 
at the Chicago, will do a pleasant 


5,000. 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ continues in the 
Palace, getting a strong $16,000 on 
second week. United Artists will 
nab a nifty $13,000 on its second 
stanza of ‘Courtship of Andy Hardy.’ 
Art Kassel plus ‘Klondike’ at the 
Oriental is taking a fine $19,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Divorce’ (20th). Second flicker is 
new in the loop. okay at $6,000. Last 
week, Holy Week was too much for 
‘Appointment Love’ (U) and ‘Gen- 
tlemen Heart’ (20th), under expecta- 
tions at $5,100. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par) and 
Sammy Kaye band unit on stage. 
Kaye band figures for bulk of the 
good boxoffice reaction, though the 

icture is getting good report. 

easant $35,000. Last week, ‘Song 
Islands’ (20th), fair $31,100. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘La. Purchase’ (Par). Moved here 
from the State-Lake after four good 
weeks and is singling to okay $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) 
and ‘Bullet Scars’ (WB), mild $4,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—‘Klondike’ (U) and _ Art 
Kassel orchestra unit on_ stage. 
Largely the band that is doing the 
business currently, the Kass*] name 
being favorite in Chicago. Fine 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Blondie Col- 
lege’ (Col) and Red Norvo orches- 
tra, so-so $15,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 33-44-66-75) 
—Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Mis- 
sissippi Gambler’ (U). Second wee 
for Abbott & Costello picture, strong 
$16,000. Last week, coupled with 
wane Lady’ (RKO), powerful $20,- 


Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and 
‘Always in Heart’ (WB). Combina- 
tion pretty good at $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) and 
‘Born to Sing’ (M-G), okay $10,400. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Captains Clouds’ (WB). Got 
away fast, hotcha $22,000, and seems 
set for many weeks. Last week, ‘La. 
Purchase’ (Par) finished fine four- 
week gallop at neat $10,100 for finale. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Courtship Hardy’ (M- 
G) (24 wk). Holding up well, nifty 
$23,000 after great $15,700 on initial 
sesh. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—'Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and 
‘Dr. Rx’ (U). Sold in great fashion 
by this house, sensational $14.000 on 
initial week. Last week, ‘Men in 
Life’ (Col) and ‘Martin Eden’ (Col) 
nished at $6,200, good for second 
stanza. 


‘ANIMAL’ BIG $20,000 
IN NEWARK UPBEAT 


Newark, April 7. 

Newark’s first-run houses are 
again taking in heavy coin, follow- 
ing last week's slump. ‘Male Animal’ 
is getting the Branford the town’s 
top take. 

The Fleet’s In,’ at the Paramount, 
and ‘Woman of the Year,’ at Loew’s, 
are also attracting large attendance. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-35-50-60) 
—‘Castle in Desert’ (26th) plus Les 
Brown's baad and vaude on stage. 
Looking for good $14,000. Last week, 
Go Collegiate’ (Mono), and Clyde 

cCoy’s orch, Henny Youngman and 
Susan Miller, nice $14,500. 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44-55) 
Priale Animal’ (WB) and ‘Ghost 
Tankenstein’ (U). Balanced dual 
ikely to catch thundering $20,000. 

st week, ‘Always in Heart’ (WB) 
oon Bullet Scars’ (WB), weak $12,- 


gcapitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44)— 
ullivan’s Travels’ (Par) and ‘Wild 
~ Hickok’ (WB) (2d run). Will 
§ so a al we Last week, 
Oadway (M-G) and ‘No 

Hands Clock’ (Par), fair $2,500. 
30. SS ancant (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
oe go 4-55)—The Fleet's In’ (Par) 
St inte Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep) 
Re ting great $16,000. Last week, 
“emarkable Andrew’ (Par) and 








aaer Distress’ (Brit.), pleasing $14,- 
Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-60-70) 


—Son Furr’ (20th) and ‘Gentleman 
Heart’ (20th) (2d wk). These and 


five acts of vaudeville on Monday 
and Tuesday nights will bring in 
socko $17,000. week, sensa- 
tional $25,500. 


State (Loew’s (2,60°: 28-33-44-55) 
—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G). Neat $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) 
and ‘Major Barbara’ (UA), slow 


Fleet,’ $9,000, 
A&C, 76, Good 
In Mpls. Pickup 


: Minneapolis, April 7. 

Business got off to a slow 
Friday start, but, with Lent over, 
the income tax effects starting to 
wear off and more normal conditions 
becoming reestablished, there has 
been a_ steady boxoffice improve- 
ment. .The trotting out of better 
screen fare also is helping to stir the 
public out of its Holy Wood lethargy. 

The lineup contains only one hold- 
over, ‘Paris Calling,’ which has pulled 
bang-up trade to the World and is 
remaining for a second week. The 
newcomers run largely to sock com- 
edy, with ‘The Fleet's In’ and ‘Ride 
"Em Cowbéy,’ ace laughmakers, lead- 
ing the way. 

After an absence of several weeks 
stage shows will have an inning for 
another fortnight at the Orpheum 
starting Friday (10), when Gene 
Krupa comes in and Dick Jurgens 
will follow. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par) and ‘Young 
America,’ split with ‘Castle in Des- 
ert’ (20th) and ‘Four Jacks and a 
Jill’ (RKO), all dual first runs. 
Should be good for nice $2,100 in 
eight days. Last week, ‘Blue, White’ 
(20th) and ‘Shut Big Mouth’ (Col), 
okay $1,400 in five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Remember Day’ (20th). Plentiful 
praise and Claudette Colbert helpin 








this one.- Stretching toward goo 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par) 
and ‘On Sunny Side’ (20th), fair 


$4,000. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28-30)—‘Con- 
firm or Deny’ (20th). Will be lucky 
to reach light $2,000. Last week, 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G), good $3,500 after 
bad start. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 
‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U). The Ab- 


bott-Costello team still hitting high 
boxoffice. Good $7,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G), 
good $7,500. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 30-40-50)— 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par). Heavily adver- 


tised and justifying advance plug- 
ging. Good $9,000 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), swell $8,200 after bang-up $10,- 


000 first week. 
~ (1,100; 30-40)— 


Uptown (P-S) 
‘Green Was Valley’ (20th), First 


nabe showing, Climbing to a $4,- 
000. Last week, ‘Sergeant York’ 
(WB), very big $4,500 at 50c. top for 
first nabe showing. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- 
60)—‘Paris Calling’ (U) (2d wk). 
Has made fine impression and going 
along at profitable $1,800 pace. First 
week, big $2,700. 


‘Hardy’ Swell $3,200 
In Fairish Lincoln 


Lincoln, Neb., April 7. 
With the tendencies for the past 
ecclesiastic week to weaken box- 
office take being balanced some- 
what by a week’s vacation for stu- 
dents. and the fare being better than 

usual anway, theatre biz isn’t bad. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 9-17)—‘Virginia City’ (WB) 
and ‘Pride Blue Grass’ (WB), triple 
split with ‘Roaring Twenties’ ( ) 
and ‘Naval Academy’ (Col), and 
‘Range Busters’ (Mono) and ‘British 
Intelligence’ (WB). With three 
changes per. good $700. Last week, 
‘Renegade Trail’ (Par) and Riot 
Squad’ (Mono), 
ee -_" and 
(Col), light ‘ ‘ 
Lincela (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
§-30-44) — ‘Courtship Andy Hardy 
(M-G). Swell $3.200. Last week, 

‘Rings Fingers’ (20th), $2,300, fair. 
Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236: 9-20-28)—‘Yank Burma 








‘Big Boss’ 








Road’ | 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of April 9 
Capitel— ‘The Courtship of 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Feb. 11) 
Criterion—‘Joe Smith, Ameri- 
can’ (M-G) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Jan. 7) 
Globe—‘Two Yanks in Trini- 
dad’ (Col) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 25) 
Music Hall—‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ (Par) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 25) 
Paramount—‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 18) 
Rialto—‘The Ghost of Franken- 
stein’ (U) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 
Rivoli—‘Jungle Book’ (UA) (2d 
week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 25) 
Roxy—‘To the Shores of Trip- 
oli’ (20th) (3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 11) 
Strand — ‘Dangerously They 
Live’ (WB) (10). 
Week of April 16 
Capitol— ‘The Courtship of 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Criterion—‘Joe Smith, Ameri- 
can’ (M-G) (3d week). 
Music Hall--‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ (Par) (4th week). 
Paramount—"My Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) (3d week). 
Roxy—‘To the Shores of Trip- 
oli’ (20th) (4th week). 
Strand— ‘Dangerously They 
Live’ (WB) (2d week). 


ae eens co DE REE 


(M-G) and ‘Mrs. North’ (M-G). 
Meagre $1,000. Last week, ‘This 
Time Keeps’ (M-G) and ‘Sons Desert’ 
(WB), poor $900. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-25- 
30)—‘Adventures Martin Eden’ (Col) 
and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA), split with 
‘Who’s Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘Mercy 
Island’ (Rep). Nice $1.700. Last 
week, ‘Freckles Home’ (Mono) and 
‘Bowery Blitzkrieg’ (Mono), — 
with ‘Sing Supper’ (Col) and * es 
Retirement’ ( ), ditto. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
9-30-44) — ‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th). 
Excellent $3,500. Last week, ‘Sulli- 
van’s Travels’ (Par), good $2,500. 


Varsity ‘(Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
10-30-44)—‘Lady Waiting. (Col). Fair 
000. Last week, ‘Men in Life 


$2,000. 
(Col), good $2,500. 


‘JUNGLE, $7,500, 
FAIR IN L'VILLE 


Louisville, April 1. 

Religious holidays over the Easter 
weekend cut into grosses to some ex- 
tent, but general pace was not slowed 
enough to hurt. ‘Ghost of Franken- 
stein,’ dualed at the Strand, is one 
of the surprise entries, going great 
guns to an indicated $6,000. ‘Fleet's 
In’ at the Rialto is copping a good 
share of the Fourth Avenue trade, 
while 5th week of ‘King’s Row’ at 
the Mary Anderson is continuing to 
grab the shekels. 

Big Army Day parade Monday 
(6), with Fort Knox personnel and 
armored equipment on public view, 
drew thousands to the downtown 
district and left a lot of customers 
for the film houses at the finish, 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- 
30-40)—Green Was Valley’ (20th) 
and ‘Cadet Girl’-(20th}. Same pic 
played here on moveover from 
Rialto about six weeks ago and did 
fine biz. Currently looks like fair 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Song Islands’ 
(20th) and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U), third 
downtown week, oke $3,000. 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25) 
—Died With Boots’ (WB) and ‘Go 
West Lady’ (“ol). Medium $1,400, 
Last week, ‘Paris Calling’ (U) and 
‘La. Purchase’ (Par), good $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and 
‘Boston Blackie’ (Col). Catching 
some juve trade, but in the main 
pace is slow. Aiming at fair $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Gentlemen After Dark’ 
(UA) and ‘Vanishing Virginian’ 
(M-G), fairish $7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—King’s Row’ (WB) (5th 
wk.). Still potent. Aiming at good 
$2,800. Last week, good $3,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—“‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and Mi 4 
By Night’ (Par). Garnering the bul 
of. the town's coin this week, with 
both matinees and night plenty good. 
Romping along for excellent $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) 
and ‘Agent Japan’ (20th), solid 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) ( 1,400; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) 
and ‘Unseen Enemy’ (U). Thrill 
combo getting fine biz. Outlook is 
for zingy $6,000. Last week, ‘Re- 
markable Andrew’ (Par) and ‘AI- 
most Married’ (U), satisfactory 
$3,000. 








split with ‘Beyond | $8,000 





Crowds Jam B'way, Grosses Zoom; 
Blonde’-T. Dorsey Big 806, ‘Reap’ 
2d Great 1156, “Tripoli Wow 626 





Easter this year turned out to be 
a lily for the downtown New York 
picture houses, which more and 
more are getting the major portion 
of their business on weekends from 
out-of-towners arid visiting service- 
men. Additionally, kids out of school 
this week are jamming the Times 
Square area and on Monday (6) as 
well -as yesterday (Tues.) were 
making up a large percentage of the 
crowds. 


_The kids are doing their bit in a 
big way for the Paramount, which 
has Tommy Dorsey on the stage and 
‘Favorite Blonde’ as the film attrac- 
tion. House had the biggest Satur- 
day and Sunday under the pitband 
policy except for one New Year’s 
weekend. Finishing at $80,000 on the 
first week ended last night (Tues.), 
this sock take was made partly pos- 
sible by jacking up the Saturday- 
Sunday evening scale to $1.10. It’s 
= | anes time here for the Dorsey 

an 


Music Hall, now in its second 
stro week with ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ and going great guns for a 
$115,000 gross, will have its biggest 
Easter week in the 10 years of its 
existence. Holds over a third stanza. 


Easter Saturday and Sunday (4-5) 
business was also extremely heavy 
at the Roxy, Rivoli, Strand, Cri- 
terion, second-run State and lesser 
houses. Only house on the disap- 
pointing side of the ledger is the 
Capitol, where ‘Bugle Sounds’ is do- 
ing poorly and will not hit $20,- 


Roxy wound up its second week 
last night (Tues.) with ‘Shores of 
Tripoli,’ which got smash $62,000 to 
beat the initial seven days’ $59,000. 
The third semester begins today 
(Wed.). 

‘Jungle Book,’ which piled ’em into 
the Rivoli all day Saturday-Sunday 
for gne of the biggest weekends the 
theatre ever had, should end its in- 
itial week at close te $40,000, big, 
and holds over. This is remarkable 
b.o. power in view of the strong 
stageshow opposition. 

No less arnazing is the draught of 
‘Joe Smith, American’ at the smaller 
Criterion. It brought the Crit what 
is claimed to be its biggest Easter 
weekend ever, with the first seven 
days through last night (Tues.) run- 
ning to $25,000. Also remains over. 

‘Male Animal’ and Shep Fields 
sardined ’em also for the best Strand 
weekend in eight years, which 
pushes the gross for the second-final 
stanza of this show to over $40,000, 
excellent. Except for the Cap, open- 
ing ‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ tomor- 
row (Thurs.), the Strand is the only 
Broadway house changing this week. 
Latter on Friday (10) ushers in 
‘Dangerously They Live,’ with Dick 
Stabile, John Garfield and Gracie 
Barrie in person. 

State looks a very big $33,000 with 
‘Woman of the Year’ second-run and 
John Boles, plus the Joe Rines orch 
and the Hartmans. Rialto, which is 
grinding late at night with ‘Ghost 
of Frankenstein,’ will get a stout 
$12,000, while the Globe, playing 
‘Two Yaiiks in Trinidad,’ is on the 
way to a fancy $15,000. Both shows 
are to be held second weeks. 

‘Gone With Wind,’ on repeat run 
at the Astor, finished its first six 
days at $17,800, very good. Metro 
has arranged the schedule so that 
each week begins on Monday and 
ends Sunday. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 44-65-85-99) 
—‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Starting its weeks on Mondays here, 
second teed off Monday (6) following 
initial six-day gross of $17,800, ex- 
cellent. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.16-$1.25)—Bugle Sounds’ (M-G). 
Only house in the downtown area 
not doing well; won’t get as much as 


$20,000, very disappointing. Last 
week, fourth for ‘Invaders’ (Col), 
$15,000, fair. 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75)—Joe Smith, American’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). Meeting with strong re- 
sponse, first week through last night 
(Tues.) having been tremendous 
$25,000. Begins second stanza today 
(Wed.). The fourth week for ‘Ride 
"Em Cowboy’ (U) was close to $9,- 
000, nice. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 28-35-55)— 
‘Two Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col). Hit- 
ting high for about $15,000 and re- 
mains over. Last week, ‘Canal Zone’ 
(Col), picked up to finish at $8,000, 
okay. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Song of Islands’ (20th) and 
‘Always in My Heart’ (WB), both 
2d run. This coupleton doing pretty 
well here, about $9,000. Last week, 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Road Happiness’ (Mono) (list run). 
got $7,900. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and 





Tommy Dorsey (2d wk.). Away on 
holdover today (Wed.) after mighty 
first seven days’ take of $80,000. 
House pushed its scale to $1.10 on 
Saturday-Sunday (4-5). Last week, 
third for ‘Fleet’s In’ (Pdr) and Les 
Brown, Connee Boswell, et al., $34,- 
000, good. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefell- 
ers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )—- ‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ (Par) and Easter spec- 
tacle on stage (2d wk.). Things are 
humming here on the holdover of 
this show, with a powerful .$115,000 
seen, highest for any Easter week at 
the house. First seven days was 
$98,500, also big. Show holds third 
round, but if ‘Reap’ goes a fourth, 
which looks likely, a new stageshow 
will be put together for picture’s 
final stanza. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Ghost of Frankenstein’ (U). Draw- 
ing heavily for this small-seater at 
indicated $12,000 and continues an- 
other week. ‘Strange Case Dr. Rx’ 
(U) got only $5,500, anemic. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99) 
—Jungle Book’ (UA). Away from 
the barrier at a fast pace and should 
hit close to $40,000, very good, and 
holds. ‘To Be’ (UA) went two days 
beyond a fourth week, on the con- 
ee: nine days getting nearly $18,- 


o 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) and 
stageshow (3d wk.). “A pip at the 
boxoffice, the second week ended 
last night (Tues.) having been $62,- 
000, immense, while the first was 
$59,000. Starts third session today 
(Wed.). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 28-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—"Woman of Year’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and John Boles, Joe Rines, 
Hartmans, others, in person. Com- 
bined drag-of picture and vaude bill 
will add up to a particularly strong 
$33,000, or close. Last week, ‘Lady 
Has Plans’ (Par) (2d run) and 
Johnny Davis band, plus George 
Beatty and Beatrice Kay, $22,000, 
good for Holy week. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99)—‘Male Animal’ (WB) and Shep 
Fields (2d-final wk.). Gaited for 
better than $40,000, very meaty, fol- 
lowing first week's‘ take of $45,000, 
Dangerously They Live’ (WB) and 
Dick Stabile, John Garfield and 
ag Barrie in person open Friday 


TRIPOLI’ GREAT 156, 
PACES HEALTHY PROV. 


Providence, April 7. 
‘To the Shores of Tripoli,’ at Ma- 
jestic, is heading a list of knockout 
grosses all around. Next in line is 
‘Jungle Book,’ at Loew’s State, with 
‘The Fleet's In,’ at Strand, and ‘Look 
Who’s Laughing,’ at RKO Albee, 
fighting it out for third place. 
Peppy pace after Lenten season 
offset poor Good Friday and Holy 
Saturday biz. 
Estimates for This Week 








; Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
Who’s Laughing’ (RKO) and ‘All 
Money Can Buy’ (RKO). Paced for 


peppy $9,200. Last week, ‘Ride "Em 
Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Bombay Clipper’ 
(U) (3d wk), zowie $7,000. 

Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—'‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Gen- 
gg pereed (20th). Started slow- 
y, Dut picking up nicely for good 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Kings Row’ 
(WB) and ‘Don’t Get Personal’ (U) 
(3d downtown week), zowie $3,200. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Heart Rio Grande’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Autry always good hereabouts and 
heiping to nifty $7,000. Last week, 
‘Doctor Rx’ (U) and vaude, fairish 
$5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Before Divorce’ (20th). Riding the 
crest this week, with great $15,000 
practically in the till. Last week, 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and ‘Con- 
firm Deny’ (20th), neat $11,000. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65 )—Jimmy Durante and Bob Allen 
and his orch plus ‘Private Snuffy 
Smith’ (Mono). Considering relig- 
ious holidays did well with $5,500 
on two-day run. Alvino Rey band 
and ‘Borrowed Hero’ (Mono) got 
good $8,500 on three days. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘Born to 
Sing’ (M-G). Paced at moderate 


tempo with $12,000 expected. Last 
week, ‘Gentlemen After Dark’ (UA) 
and ‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G), 
fair $10,500. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Fleet's In’ (Par) and ‘Sleepytime 
Gal’ (Rep). Sailing high and look- 
ing for swell $9,500. Last week, ‘In- 
vaders’ (Col) and ‘Blondie College’ 
(Col) (24 wk), neat $7,000. 
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THROW THIS 
MEAT TO YOUR MARQUEE 
_ —AND THEN STAND CLEAR! 
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It’s the greatest adventure story ever slashed 
from frontier annals ... NOW told in smash 
action with nerve-splitting suspense! 


NATIONAL RELEASE, APRIL 10th! 





starring 


MARLENE 


DIETRICH 


with MARGARET LINDSAY * HARRY CAREY § 


Screen Play by Lawrence Hazard and Tom Reed & 
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Tripoli’ Smash $17,500 for Rebuilt 





Pitt Harris (Alvin); ‘Animat Fair 14G 





Pittsburgh. spe . A 
Big noise of Easter Week is new 
J. E Harris theatre and ‘To the 
Shores of Tripoli.’ House, the former 
Alvin which has been rebuilt com- 
pletely from ground up since roof 
caved in 18 months ago, is doing the 
business of town on strength of first- 
class campaign, both for inaugural 
and the picture, and ‘Tripoli should 
easily stick at least three weeks on 
basis of opening strength. Elsewhere, 
however, things aren’t up to expec- 
tations for a holiday stanza and 
plenty of disappointments along the 
way. ¢ 
Combo of Wayne King and ‘Wild 
Bill Hickok Rides’ at the Stanley is 
doing just fair, and not up to Kin3’s 
previous grosses at WB deluxer, 
while ‘Male Animal,’ at Penn, won't 
better what has come to be an aver- 
age session here, despite rave notices. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)-— 
*Roxie Hart’ (20th). Not too strong 
and expected h.o. won't be for more 
than three days, if at all. Has blaz- 
ing competish from new Harris 
opening just a couple of doors away. 
Looks like around $6,500, disappoint- 
ment. Last week, ‘Ghost of Frank- 
enstein’ (U), ‘Castle in Desert’ 
(20th), and Louis-Simon fight films 
got all right $2,000 in three days of 
h.o. after great $8,000 opening ses- 
ion. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)—- 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th). Inaugural 
should result in $17,500, sensational. 
Rebuilt Alvin has added several hun- 
dred seats over old capacity. ‘Tripoli 
should stick at least three weeks. 
Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
65)—‘Male Animal’ (WB),  Title’s 
against this one, just as it was against 
original stage version when it went 
on the road. House will have to be 
content with $14,000. Last week, ‘We 
Were Dancing’ (M-G), six days, just 
short of $10,000. . 
Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘To Be 
(UA). Followed the usual Penn to 
Warner to Ritz route here and obvi- 
ously played itself out at the second 
stop, for $2,100 on a holiday week 
isn’t very potent. Last week, ‘Ball of 
Fire (RKO), six days, around $2,000. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col) and ‘On 
Sunny Side’ (20th). - With opening 
of sister Harris, this house goes back 
to its old policy, twin bills and h.o. 
spot for clicks at the other site. Won't 
get more than $4.000, if that. Last 
week, ‘Shut My Mouth’ (Col) and 
‘Juke Box Jenny’ 4"J), $3,800. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB) and 
Wayne King’s band. Won't get more 
than $19.000, which is only fair in 
comparison to King’s past takes at 
this house. Last week, Blue Barron 
and ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par? Holy 
Week surprise at $17,500, topping 
original estimate by more than $2.500. 
Warner (WB) (2,000: 30-40-55)— 
*Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G) and ‘Mr, 
and Mrs. North’ (M-G). First twin 
bill this house has had in long time, 
due to inability of ‘We Were Danc- 
ing’ to hold up at Penn. Warner 
usually plays h.o.’s from that house. 
About $4,000. Last week. ‘To Be’ 
(UA), second week, fell off to same 
on shift from Penn. 


‘Invaders,’ Good $19,000, 
Helped by B’klyn Bally 


Brooklyn, April 7. 


Aided by vigorous promotional 
campaign, ‘Invaders,’ at Fabian Fox, 
is doing very well in first stanza 
here. Second week of ‘Kings Row’ 
and ‘Harvard, Here I Come,’ at Fa- 
bian Paramount, also holding up 








well. Strand with stage show and 
= Wise Guy’ on screen rather 
ah. 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 )— 


*Song of Islands’ (20th) and ‘On 
Sunny Side’ (20th). Okay $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (2d 


wk), and ‘What’s Cookin’ (U), nice 
$15,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55 )— 
*Invaders’ (Col) and ‘Shut Big Mouth’ 
(Col). Bangup publicity and pro- 
motional job resulting in first-rate 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Remarkable An- 
drew’ (Par) and ‘Always in Heart’ 
CWB), bad $10,500. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G) and ‘Born 
to Sing’ (M-G). Pretty good $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Woman Year’ (M-G), 
and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA) (2d wk), swell 
$17,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
§0-55)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) and ‘Har- 
vard, Here Come’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Will come through with pleasing 
$18,000 this sesh. Last week, fine 
$23,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Mr. Wise Guy’ (Mono) and stage 
show featuring Muggsy Spanier’s 
orch, Cliff Nazarro and Diosa Cos- 
tello. Four-day run will bring dull 
$5,500. Last week, “Tragedy at Mid- 
night’ (Rep) and Les Hite’s orch 
vo Ethel Waters*on stage,-fairish 


J. C. B.O.s Plenty Strong; 
‘Kings Row’ Fine $16,000 


Jersey City, April 7. 

Grosses at town’s three major 
houses will be powerful this week. 
‘Woman of the Year,’ at Loew’s, has 
the lead, and ‘Kings Row’, at Stan- 
ley, and ‘Male Animal,’ at State, are 
right behind. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew's) (3,205; 30-35-55) 
—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G). Great $17,500. 
Last week, Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) 
and ‘Major Barbara’ (UA), weak 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) and ‘Bullet Scars’ 
(WB). Probably strong $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) 
and ‘Castle Desert’ (20th), $16,000, 
good. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55)— 
‘Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Secret 
Agent Japan’ (20th). Will draw fine 
$12,500. Last week, ‘Song Islands’ 
(20th) and ‘Blue, White’ (20th), 
moderaté $9,500. 


HARDY,’ $42,500, 
BIG IN TWO 
HUB SPOTS 


Boston, April 7. 
‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ is the 
most punchy film in town this week; 
and Guy Lombardo, on stage at the 
RKO-Boston with ‘Gentleman At 
Heart’ (20th), is good for second 
money. ‘The Fleet’s In’ is doing al- 

right on an 11-day run at the Met. 

Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-60-65- 
75)—‘Gentleman At Heart’ (20th) 
and Guy Lombardo orch on stage. 
Aiming at $21,000, good. Last week, 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and stage 
show co-starring Ina Ray Hutton 
band and Jimmy Durante, hit $22,- 
400, good. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44- 
60)—‘Gentleman After Dark (UA) 
and ‘Born to Sing’ (M-G). Indicates 
pallid $6,000. Last week, ‘Lady Will- 
ing (Col) and ‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par) 
$7,500, excellent. 

Keith Memoria] (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
44-55-60)—‘Helizapoppin’ (U) and 
‘Blue, White’ (20th). Will tally 
around $17,500, okay. Last week, 
seventh of ‘Green Valley’ (20th) and 
‘Niagara Falls’ (UA), $12,500, nice. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-40- 
44-60)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Yank 
Burma Road’ (M-G). Will garner 
around $18,500, okay. Last week 
(four days), same combi tallied $16,- 
000, great. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
50-55-60)—‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Adventures Martin Eden’ 
‘Col). Should hit good $24,000 with 
kids out of school this week. Last 
week, ‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Brooklyn 
Orchid’ (UA) (2d wk), $14,800, good. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-40- 
44-60) — ‘Gentleman After Dark’ 
(UA) and ‘Born to |Sing’ (M-G). 
Headed for around $8,500, fair. Last 
week, ‘Lady Willing’ (Co!) and ‘Tor- 
pedo Boat’ (Par), $12,000, very good. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-44-50- 
55-60) — ‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ 
<M-G) and “Adventures Martin Eden’ 
(Col). Flirting with $18,500, big. 
Last week, ‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Brook- 
lyn Orchid’ (UA) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Translux (Trgnslux) (900; 17-35- 
44 )—‘Strange Case Dr. Rx’ (U) and 
Human Monster’ (Mono) (revival). 
Fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Canal Zone’ 
(Col) and ‘Under Two Flags’ (20th) 
(revival), $3,800. 


‘Woman’ $9,000, ‘Fury’ 
$8,500, Big in 


Montreal, April 7. 
_End of Lent and start of gas ra- 
tioning will react favorably on 
srosses currently. Best take is go- 
ing to “Woman of Year,’ at Loew’s. 
Son of Fury’ will run close second 
at Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62 )—‘Son 
of Fury’ (20th). Sighting handsome 
$8,500. Last week, ‘We Were Danc- 
ing’ (M-G), weak $5,500. 
: Capitol (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 
Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Glamour Boy’ 
(Par). _No kick on take so far; looks 
like juicy $7,500. Last week, ‘Lady 
Has Plans’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par), 


good $5,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-52-67)— 
“Woman Year’ (M-G). Big biz over 
holiday, with fine $9,000 ahead. Last 
week’s h.o., ‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO), 
poor $5,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-40-53) — 











‘Dangerously They Live’ (WB) and 


‘Tramp, Tramp’ (WB). Pacing fine 
$4,800. Last week, “Yank Burma 
Road’ (M-G) and ‘Mr. and Mrs. 


North’ (M-G), fair $3,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘To Be’ (UA). Big $4,500 in sight. 
Last week’s fourth repeat of ‘Gold 
Rush’ (UA), fair, $2,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Lanciers de Bengal’ and ‘Ma- 





ternite.’ Good pickup in sight, point- 
ing to nice $5,000. Last week, ‘Brazza 
and ‘Ma Petite Marquise.’ $3,500, fair. 


‘Captains’ Wonderful : 
$12,500, Tops Seattle;* 
‘Jungle Book’ Huge 116 


Seattle, April 7. 


New entry in first-run downtown 
field is the Music Hall, 2,200-seater, 
which opened this week. Hamrick- 
Evergreen gave this house a break 
by opening with ‘Fleet’s In.’ 

Biz continues strong, but felt a big 
dip last Saturday (4). Liberty is 
using ‘Jungle Book’ soio and using 
plenty of newspaper space. Orpheum 
opened with ‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
with the town’s best exploitation, 
bringing in Royal Canadian Airforce 
band from British Columbia and a 
U. S. army band, 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58) —"Wolf Man’ (U) and 
‘Mad Doctor’ (U) (2d wk). Moved 
from Orpheum. Slow $1,900 in five 
days. ‘ast week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) 
and ‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) (3d wk), 
hot $3,000. 


Coliseum 








(H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
‘Boots On’ (WB) and ‘Remember 
Day’ (20th) (2d run). Slow $2,600. 
Last week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and 
‘Corsican Bros. (UA) (2d run), 
dandy $4.000. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
58)—‘Woman of Year’ (M-G) (2d 
wk)—Mildish $6,000. Last week, 
same film, great $11,400. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA). Marvelous $11,- 
000. Last week, ‘Invaders’ (Col) (3d 
wk), oke $4,500. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58 )— 
‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Castle Desert’ 
(20th) (3d wk). Had enough on the 
ball te move from Paramount the- 
atre, after two big weeks. Big $3,600. 
Last week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ (M-G) 
and ‘Obliging Lady’ (RKO) wound 
up three dandy weeks with nice 
$3,200. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 
—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Night Di- 
vorce’ (20th). Marks opening of 
house after long dark spell. Good 
‘$5,000 for reopening session. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58)— 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB). Trim cam- 
paign with ads saying ‘RCAF Agi- 
tating the Axies’; wonderful $12,500. 


Last week, ‘Mad Doctor’ (U) and 
‘Wolf Man’ (U), nifty $8,200: 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 


58)—‘Sleepy Time Gal’ (Rep) and 
‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (UA) plus vgude. 
Okay $6,800. Last week, ‘Riders 
Purple Sage’ (20th) and ‘Telling Me’ 
(U), with vaude, excellent $7,200. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and ‘Tor- 
pedo Boat’ (Par). Great $9,200. Last 
week, ‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Castle Des- 
ert’ (20th) (2d wk), satisfactory 


| $6.400. 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-40)— 


‘Texas’ (Col) and ‘Lady Waiting’ 
(Col) (2d run). Good $2,900. Last 
week, ‘Appointment Love’ (U) and 


‘Look Laughing’ 
fair $2,700. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 


(RKO) (2d run), 


30)—‘Babes Broadway’ (M-G) and 
‘All Money Buy’ (RKO) (3d run). 
Fair $2,600. Last week, ‘Green Val- 
ley’ (20th) and ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) 


(3d run), swell $3,300. 





It’s Snowing in Denver; 


‘Islands’ Big $13,000 


Denver, April 7. 
Two holdovers and the usual 








carry-overs will result from the big 


‘Canal Zone,’ at the Denver, and 


\‘Canal of “Song of the Islands’ and 


| ‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ and ‘Wank 
l'on Burma Road’ at Orpheum. Army 


Mont’l Day celebration Monday and snow- 


berg today (Tuesday) no help to 
0.5. 
Estimates for This Week 

: Aladdin (Fox) (1.400: 25-40)—'Ride 
Em Cowby’ (U), after week at 
Denver. Good $4,000. Last week, 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA), after week 
at Denver, good $4.200. 

Brosdway (Fox) (1.040: 25-40)— 
‘The Eterna] Gift’ (Catholic). Very 
poor $1,200. Last week, ‘Vanishing 
Virginian’ (M-G) and ‘Tarzan’s 
Secret Treasure’ (M-G), poor $2,200. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 25-35- 
40)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par). Big $10,000 
and holding. Last week. ‘Lady 
Fe ord (3d wk), and ‘Remark- 
able Andrew’ (Par) (2 
seone. (2d wk), okay 

Denver (Fox) (2.525; 25-30-40)— 
‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Canal 
Zone’ (Col). Great $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (1) and 
‘What’s Cookin’ (U), good $10,500. 





Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 





Good Films Cleaning Up in Philly; 
Kings’ $20,000, Grable-Mature, 166 





—Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G). Big 
$13,000. Last week, ;Bugle Sounds’ 
(M-G) and ‘Mr. and Mrs, North’ 
(M-G), good $9,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Wild Bill Hickok. (WB) and ‘Yokel 
Boy’ (Rep). Nice $6,000. Last week, 
‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th) and 
‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U), good $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Shang- 
hai Gesture’ (UA), after week at 
each Denver and Aladdin. Fair $1,- 
700. Last week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th), 
after week at each Denver and Alad- 
ee ‘Treat "Em Rough’ (UV), fair 


FLEET $16,000, 
BOOMS CLEVE. 


Cleveland. April 7. 

Theatrical sector looked liked New 
Year’s Eve over the Easter weekend, 
with extra details of police being 
called out to handle the lines-in front 
of boxoffices. It’s been a stampede 
at the State, where ‘Fleet’s In’ is 
anchored, with ‘Rings on Fingers,’ 
paired with Martha Raye on Palace’s 
stage, also shooting off big guns. 


Slight hike in prices further help- 
ing Warner and RKO deluxers, 


Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55 )-— 
‘All Through Night’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Smart $5,500 on moveover. Last 
stanza, ‘Ball Fire’ (RKO) (3d wk), 
good $3,900. 


Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-54-55) 
—Song Islands’ (20th). Tuning up 
strong $16,000, which means a push- 
over for Allen. Last round, “Through 
Night’ (WB), amiable $12,000. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 30-35-42-55) 
—'Gentleman Heart’ (20th): Fairish 
$2,400. Last lap, ‘Secret Agent Japan’ 
(20th), very low $1,300. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-50-55- 
70)—‘Rings Fingers’ (20th) plus Mar- 
tha Raye on vaude bill. Latter de- 
partment upset when Paul Winchell, 
ventriloquist, failed to show up at 
opening. Despite mix-up, combo has 
a drive that’s climbing past the $20,- 
000 mark. Last chapter, ‘Valley Sun’ 
(RKO), with Chico Marx’s orch and 
Larry Adler on stage, was one of 
Holy Week’s duds—around $15,000 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par). Scooting along 
like a navy mosquito boat and may 
get swell $16,000. Last folio, ‘Sulli- 








van’s Travels’ (Par), very poor 
$8,700. 

Stillman’s (Loew’s) (1,872: 30-35- 
42-55)-——‘Mr. Bug’ (Par). Kid stuff, 


but not enough in matinee trade to 
compensate; topnotch $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G), 
$4,200, hardly okay in spite of fine 
notices. 


‘Courtship Hardy’ Hot 
$16,500, Tops St. Louis 


St. Louis, April 7. 

Four days of Holy Week crimped 
film business, but the b. o. picked up 
on Easter Sunday and velume is 
again on the upbeat. Loew’s ‘Court- 
ship of Andy Hardy’ should lead the 
parade. A new policy was inaugu- 
rated at Fanchon & Marco’s Ambas- 
sador when only one of the two fea- 
tures was shown on Saturday and 
Sunday (4-5). 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,570: 30-40-50)— 
‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Man Returned to Life’ (Col). Ele- 
gant $16,500 to outdistance any of 
the other deluxers. Last week, ‘To 
Be’ (UA) and ‘Brooklyn Orchid’ 
(UA) (2d wk), nice $11,000. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) and “Trag- 
edy Midnight’ (Rep). 
Last week, ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) 
and ‘One Born Every Minute’ (U), 
dropped below expectation but $11,- 


000 not bad. 
(5,000; 30-40-50)— 








Fox (F&M) 
‘Lady Plans’ (Par) and ‘Two Yanks 
Trinidad’ (Coli). Fine $14,500. Last 
week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Pacific 
Blackout’ (Par), swell $14,300. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570: 30-40-50) 
—Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘Fleet's In’ (Par). Good $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Rings On Fingers’ (20th) and 
La. Purchase’ (Par), slick $7,800. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Among 
Living’ (Par). No better than $3,500 
for these chillers. Last week, ‘Birth 
Blues’ (Par) and ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U), 
good $3,800, bettering expectations. 


vv 


Philadelphia, April 7. 
End of Lent always brings glad 
tidings to the boxoffice, and this 
year’s no exception. Celebrating the 
event, theatres have booked in socko 
product and are getting ready to 
reap a heavy harvest. 


Bringing in the brightest grosses 
in many a moon is ‘Kings Row,’ 
which is having a smash week at the 
Boyd as well as playing to S.R.O, 
audiences at the ‘gravy’ showing at 
the Earle Sunday (5), Also in thé 
heavy sugar class is “Mr. V’ at the 
Aldine; ‘Song of the Islands,’ at Fox, 
and the holdover of ‘Ghost of Frank- 
enstein’ at the Stanton. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Mr. V’ (UA). Chalking up nifty 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Citizen Kane’ 
(RKO), sour $6,000 for fourth sesh, 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—‘La. Purchase’ (Par) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Getting bright $3,800 for this 
trip. Opener of second run showing 
checked in with hefty $4,300. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB). Knocking off the 
top figuré with bangup $20,000 here, 
plus a smashing $4,000 for a one-day 


\‘bonus’ stand at the Earle Syn. (5), 


Last week, ‘Male Animal’ ( ), SO- 
so $12,000 for 10 days of second week, 
Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Martin Eden’ (Col) with Blue Bar- 
ron orch plus Jerry Lester and 
Yvette. Unspectacular $18,000. Lit- 
tle better than mediocre $17,000 last 
week for ‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO) 
and Lou Breese orch plus Gertrudé 
Niesen and Jinx Falkenburg. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Song of Islands’ (20th). Tuneful 
$16,000 for Grable-Mature musical. 
Last week, ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par), 
had sad second trip with $10,000. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Bahama Passage’ (Par) (2d run). 
Not much better at this stand with 


poor $4,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Bug’ 
(Par), pallid $3,000. 
Keith’s (WB) (2,200; 35-46-57-68) 


—‘Male Animal’ (WB) (2d run). Still 
ringing the bell with $5,000. Last 
week, ‘To Be’ (UA), good $5,500 for 
eight days of second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Ride ‘Em Cowboy’ (U) (2d wk). 
Bogeing down this ride for a sad 
$10,000, despite added attraction of 
‘Dr. I. Q.’ last night (Mon). Opener 
last week got good $16,000. despite 
Holy Week, plus an extra $2,000 for 
‘gravy’ show at Earle on Sunday. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Ghost of Frankenstein’ (U) (2d 
wk). Horror stuff paying Big divi- 
dends with neat $7,500 for h.o., after 
socko $11,000 for opener. 


‘Cookin’-Spivak-Boswell 
Cood $16,000 in Balto; 
‘Jungle’ Solid $15,500 


Baltimore, April 7. 

Business is very steady all around. 
Nice lineup is ‘What’s Cookin,’ 
spliced to stage layout of Charlie 
Spivak’s orch and Connee Boswell 
at the combo Hipp. , It’s made to 
order for juve trade on the loose from 
school chores. 

Loew’s Century sold ‘Jungle Book’ 
very ambitiously and is drawing good 
response. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44-55 )—‘Jungle Book’ (UA). 
Strongly exploited to good returns, 
with holiday scale helping to solid 
$15,500. Last week, ‘Gentleman After 
Dark’ (UA), unexciting $8,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) 2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66 )-—‘What’s Cook- 
in’’ (U) leaning heavily on stage 
layout of Charlie Spivak orch and 
Coninee Boswell. Chalking up soiid 
$16,000. Last week, second ‘Citizen 
Kane’ (RKO) and vaude, added fair- 
ish $9,400 to good opening effort at 
$14,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44-55)—‘Lady Plans’ (Par). 
Maintaining nice pace to okay $10,- 
000. Last week, ’Wolf Man’ (U) plus 
‘Menace Rising Sun’ (U) (short), 





Neat $13,000. | $9,600 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)— 
‘Martin Eden’ (Col) (2d wk). Lone 
h.o. not bad at $3,200, after steady 
opening sesh at $4,700. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Song Islands’ (20th). Getting 
some action at $7,000. Last week, 
third for ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th), brought 
total for run to rather nice $12,800. 
Roslyn (Levin) (800; 17-28-40-55) 
—‘Always in Heart’ (WB). Fairish 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Torpedo Boat 
(Par), failed to draw at $2,700. 
Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-55) 
—‘Male Animal’ (WB). Attracting 
strong critical reception and steady 
trade to $13,000. Last week, ‘Danger- 
ously Live’ (WB) plus Louis-Simon 





fight pix, so-so $9,400. 
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Stase Shows Getting Coin in Frisco; 


Paris Dick Powel Nifty $23,000 








San Francisco, April 7. 

Fact that San Francisco is the 
jumping off place for the big show 
in the Far East is helping theatre 
business here. The RKO Golden 
being the only one on_the main 

ony paving vaude, is getting the big 
p from the boys from the mid- 
west, where such attractions are a 


— Gate is shooting the works 
with a series of name bands, radio 
and picture names. Current is Dick 
Powell and Jack Teagarden’s band, 
who, with ‘Joan of Paris’ on screen, 
are ringing up smash $23,000. ‘To 
the Shores of Tripoli,’ at Fox, is 
landing substantial $20,000. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40-55)—‘To 
Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Night Be- 
fore Divorce’ (20th). Easter down- 

ur of rain kept natives in town to 
elp biz here; substantial $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Song Islands’ (20th) and 
‘Last Duanes’ (20th), oke $18,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—‘Joan of Paris’ (RKO) plus Jack 
Teagarden’s orch and Dick Powell 
on stage. Smash $23,000. Last week, 
"Valley of Sun’ (RKO) and Ritz Bros. 
on stage, hefty $22,000. 


vv. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


3 ES $2,049,700 

(Based on 29 cities, 176 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 


Last Year..... -.-. - $1,454,800 
(Based on 24 cities, 169 theatres) 


FLEET STRONG 











Cincinnati, April 7. 
Black eggs are making their cus- 
tomary Easter Week appearance in 
cinema centre’s ledgers. Largest one 
is at the Albee on ‘Fleet’s fn.’ and 
close to it is ‘Kings Row,’which looks 
for a run in the Capitol. 
Of the other fresh releases, ‘Mr. 
Bug Goes to Town,’ with ‘Hayfoot,’ 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35-/ i, slow at the Gried, and ios 
40-55)—‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) and : eith's 
‘Juke Box’ (Col) (3d wk). Interest ?, fissout on Always in My 


lagging a bit, but satisfactory at $8,- 
000 for third sesh. Last week, same 
combo, fair enough $10,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 

)—Wild Bill Hickock’ (WB) and 

for Night’ (Rep). Although 
some extra ne aper display was 
‘bought to sell this combination, biz 
will be off at $13,000. Last week, 
‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par) and ‘Sleepy 
Time Gal’ (Rep), (2d wk), so-so 
$8,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
65)—‘Song Islands’ (20th) and ‘Last 
Duanes’ (20th). Tuneful Easter line- 
up will hit sweet $6,500. Last week, 
‘Lady Plans’ (Par) and ‘Sleepy Time 
Gal’ (Rep), okay $6,000. 

United Artiste (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55) —"To Be’ (UA) (4th 
wk). Holding up to fine $7,500. Last 
week sizable $8,500 for third session. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Kathleen’ “(M-G) (2d wk). Swell 
Easter material in this lineup. High 


a for second lap, even though | pgp 


ooney picture got panning. Last 
week, terrific $17,000. 





‘Divorce’-Marcus Unit 
Elegant $12,000 in K. C.; 
‘Hardy’ 146, Fleet’ 8G 


Kansas City, April 7. 

Attractions which evidently have 
been under cover during Lent are 
hitting the theatres currently, and 
it’s a better week all around. ‘Fleet’s 
In’ at the Newman, ‘Andy Hardy’s 
Courtship’ at the Midland and ‘To 
the Shores of Tripoli’ at the Esquire 
and Uptown are all bringing healthy 
returns. Extended playing time is 
likely for the Newman, Esquire and 





Uptown. Orpheum is likewise in on | 


the upswing, giving equal billing to 
‘Joan of Paris’ and ‘Playmates’. 

Managers report e:cts of Lent 
more heavily felt this year than in 
recent years. c 

Estimates for This Week 

Esjuire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)—‘To 
Shores Tripoli’ (20th). Came in Sat- 
urday to escape Good Friday book- 
ing. Getting good play to ring up 
likely $9,000 and possibly extended 
time. Last week, ‘Rings on Fingers’ 
(20th), ran nine days but lethargic 
at $7,000. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—Courtship Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Go 
West’ (Col). Sturdy $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) 
and ‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G), one of low- 
est weeks of season, $6,700. 


Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44)—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par), Returns 
the house to straight film attractions, 
hice $8,000. Last week, ‘Fly By 
Night’ (Par), with Sammy Kaye 
orch on stage and admissions upped 
to 55c., healthiest combo in years 
here, hefty $15,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—Joan Paris’ (RKO) and ‘Play- 
mates’ (RKO). Dual draw doing the 
trick for a pleasant $7,300. Last 
Week, “Valley of Sun’ (RKO) and 
gerining Victory’ (WB), satisfactory 


np Ower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30-50)— 
Night ‘Divorce’ (20th) ‘with A. B. 
arcus show on stage, second time 
nate in four months. Marcus girls 
always good for draw here, very 
00d $12,000. Last week, ‘Heart of 
a Grande’ (Rep) screen with Sans 
Souci dance troupe heading vaude, 
, or $7,250, largely on billing of 
utry’s singing of ‘Heart of Texas’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Fleet's In’ (Par). Anchoring n 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Lady Is Will- 
ing’ (Col), fair $8,500. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB). Kicking off ex- 
tended run with big $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) (2d run), 
mild $4,000. 

Petty. (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Riders Timberfines’ (Par) and ‘Jail 
House Blues’ (U), split with ‘Man 
Two Lives’ (Mono) and ‘Bill Fargo’ 
(U). Normal $2,100. Last week, 
‘Land Open Range’ (RKO) and 
‘Small Town Deb’ (20th), divided 
with ‘Cowboy Serenade’ (Rep) and 
‘Bullet Scars’ (WB), plus Louis-Si- 
mon fight, fair $2,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Mr. Bug’ (Par) and ‘Hayfoot’ (UA). 
Slow $4,000. Same last week for 
‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th), 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Always in Heart’ (WB). Floppo $2,- 
. Last week, ‘Joe Smith, , abu i 
can’ (M-G), $3,500 i 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
: y Willing’ (Col). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$3,000. Ditto last week on ‘To Be’ 
(UA), second transfer and third 
week on main stem. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50)— 
‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Okay $8,000, following swell 
$12,000 for initial week. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
‘Invaders’ (Col) (3d wk). Ending to 
ood $4,000, close to last week’s okay 
5,000, with an excellent $17,000 total 
for three-week run, 


, no dice. 


$13,000, CINCY 





‘Jungle’ Great $13,000 
In Port.; ‘Roxie,’ $8,300 


Portland, Ore., April 7. 
All new product this week, with 
best bally going to ‘Roxie Hart’ at 
the Paramount and ‘Jungle Book’ at 
the Broadway. Good biz all round. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1.900: 35-40- 
50)— ‘Jungle Book’ (UA), single 
billed and well ballved. Going over 
for terrific $13,000. Last week, 
‘Shanghai Gesture’ (UA) and ‘Brook- 
aaa (UA), second week, high 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 35-40-50)—‘Ghost Frankenstein’ 
(U) and ‘Icecapades’ (Rep). Will 
probably get nice $5,800. Last week, 
‘Paris Calling’ (U) and ‘Lady for 
Night’ (Rep), satisfactory $4,000. 

heum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Sullivan’s Travels’ 
(Par) and ‘You're in Army’ (WB). 
Good enough $5.600. Last week, 
‘Song Islands’ (20th) (3d wk) and 
‘Adventures Martin Eden’ (Col) (1st 
wk), small $5,600. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Secret 
Agent Japan’ (20th). Strong $8,300. 
we ‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) 
and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), gallant 
$7,400 in second week and moved to 
Music Box. 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
40-50)—‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G). Smash $8,000. Last week, 
‘Hickok Rides’ (WB) and ‘Sons Sea’ 
(WB), good $6,000. 


A. & C, $15,000, 
LEADING BUFF. 





Buffalo, April 7. 

Good Friday, together with fair 
weather over weekend, shaved tak- 
ings somewhat in some quarters, but 
at least two main line b.o.’s are in 
the peak class. 

Abbott & Costello, at the Lafa- 
yette, are shooting the works for 
socko topper of the canto, and Ina 
Ray Hutton, at the 20th Century, 
without much screen assistance, is 
woos miguty sweet takings. 
‘Fleet’s In’ and ‘Song of Islands,’ at 
the Buffalo and Lakes respectively, 
are satisfactory. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Mr. Bug’ 
(Par). Cheery coin-getter, around 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Roxie Hart’ 


Good Weather, Easter Boom L. A.; 
Kings Row’ Big $29,000, ‘Reap 
Great 306 for H.0., ‘Hardy 246 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 


(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 


(Based on 14 theatres) 


TO BE, $20,000, 
GREAT IN DET. 


Detroit, April 7. 

It wil] be nip-and-tuck this week 

between the Michigan, with ‘To Be 

Or Not To Be’ and ‘Mr. Bug Goes 

to Town,’ and the bigger Fox, dual- 

ing Le of the Islands’ and ‘Secret 

Agent of Japan.’ For size, the nod 

ney should go to the United 

which will get a big figure 

with ‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ and 
‘Nazi Agent.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—Ride "Em Cowboy’ (U) (3d wk) 
and ‘Canal Zone’ (Col). Former still 
holding -—o two big weeks, with 
nice $6, due. Last week ,with 
‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U), choice $7,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan)—‘Song Is- 
lands’ (20th) and ‘Secret Agent 
Japan’ (20th). Looks for big $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Lady Willig’ (Col) and 
‘Martin Eden’ (Col), fair $16,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65)—‘To Be Or Not To Be’ 
(UA) and ‘Mr. Bug’ (Par). Great 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ 
(RKO) and ‘Law Tropics’ (WB) (2d 
wk), nice $14,000 after great $22,000 
in first sesh. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 40-55-65)—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) 
(3d wk) and ‘Through Night’ (WB) 
(2d wk). Former moved after strong 
weeks at Michigan. Around $9,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Through Night’ 
(WB) and ‘Glamour Bow’ (Par), o.k. 





(20th) and ‘Night Before Divorce’ | $9,000 


(20th), profitable $12,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Song of Islands’ (20th) and ‘On 
Sunny Side’ (20th). Looks like 
hardy $12,000. Last week, ‘Mister ~’ 
(UA) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G), 
nice $11,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G) and ‘This Time Keeps’ 
(M-G). Will see fair $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G) 
and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M-G), fair- 
ish $7,300. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—‘Ride ’Em Cowboy’ (U) and ‘Bom- 
bay Clipper’ (U). Terrific coin-get- 
ter riding to better than brilliant 


United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Courtship Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi Agent’ 
(M-G). Smash $16,000. Last week, 
‘Woman Year’ (M-G) and ‘Joe Smith’ 
(M-G) (3d wk), nice $8,000. 





$15,000. Last week, ‘Invaders’ (Col) 
and ‘Honolulu Lu’ (Col) (2d wk), 
nice $7,500. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 30-55) 
—Law Tropics’ (WB) and Ina Ray 
Hutton orch. Stout stage draft 
around $14,000. Last week, ‘Doctors 
Don’t Tell’ (Rep) and ‘Meet People’ 
on stage, good $11,000. 











‘Kings Row’ 


second week. 








in film, 


Easter and spring weather have helped bring forth a 
fresh crop of boxoffice attractions currently, exhibi- 
tors sprouting out with real coinmakers, held back in 
many instances until after Lent. The ‘Big Ten’ group 


this week includes ‘Kings Row’ (WB), ‘Fleet’s In’ 
(Par), ‘Song of the Islands’ (20th), ‘Male Animal’ 
(WB), ‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ (M-G), ‘To Shores 
of Tripoli’ (20th), ‘Captains of Clouds’ (WB), ‘Jungle 
Book’ (UA), ‘Ride "Em Cowboy” (U) and ‘Reap the 


Wild Wind’ (Par). Besides these, ‘My Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) and ‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ (RKO), just putting in an 
appearance, look good for the future. 

is confounding crix as it swings out 
into additional key spots, with strong biz in Jersey 
City, a bangup $20,000 in Philly, pleasing $18,000 second 
Brooklyn week, $29,000 in two Los Angeles theatres, 
fifth week in Louisville, neat takings in St. Louis and 
big returns in Cincinnati. ‘Fleet’s In’ is steaming along 
to surprising totals; nice in K. C., fine in Minneapolis, 
best in Louisville, great in Newark, cheery in Buffalo, 
nifty in Cincy, $16,000 in Cleveland and nearly best of 
week, swell in Providence and doing well at $17,000 
in Boston after grabbing $16,000 in four days. 

‘Male Animal’ also is starting strongly. It’s credited 
with a thundering $20,000 in Newark, fine business in 
Jersey City, steady in Baltimore, okay in Pittsburgh 
and robust $40,000 for second stanza at New York’s 
Strand. Same holds for ‘To Shores of Tripoli,’ being 
good in K. C., sensational $17,500 in Pittsburgh, great 
$15,000 in Providence, substantial in San Francisco and 
registering a sock $62,000 at New York’s Roxy for its 


A top grosser, ‘Courtship of Andy Hardy’ is a leader, 
too, in point of key playdates. New Mickey Rooney 
opus is grabbing a terrific $42,500 in two Boston spots, 
doing smash $16,000 in Detroit, likewise smash in Port- 








and Frisco. 
‘Reap the Wild 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Easter, Spring Weather Sprout B. O. Winners—‘ Reap,’ 
‘Fleet, ‘Hardy,’ ‘Animal,’ ‘Jungle,’ ‘Row’ Sturdy 


land, sweet $24.000 in two L. A. theatres, best in K. C. 
at $14,000, sturdy $16,500 in St. Louis credited as okay 
h.o. in Cincy and nifty on second weeks in Chicago 


Wind,’ though in only two principal 


key cities so far, promises to measure up to previous 
Cecil B. DeMille epics. Picture landed a sock $115,000 
on its second week at the N. Y. Music Hall, biggest 
Easter week in 10 years at this house, and chalked up 
a pnenomenal $26,806 in Los Angeles, coming from the 
second week in one theatre, and third in another. 
‘Jungle Book’ was launched Easter week with fine 


results headed by a very good $40,000 at N. Y. Rivoli. 


Detroit and San 


Korda adventure film is rated terrific on its first Port- 
land week and marvelous for the first 
Seattle. Solid $15,500 in Baltimore, moderate in Provi- 
dence and fair in St. Louis. 
tinues to gallop along in fine fashion, racking up a 
strong second session in Chicago, nice third weeks in 


session in 


‘Ride "Em Cowboy’ con- 


Francisco, brilliant in Buffalo and 


solid in Minneapolis. 

Although not presently in many key spots, ‘Song 
of Islands’ is credited with a big $20,000 in Detroit, 
strong $16,000 in Cleveland, tuneful $16,000 in Phil- 
adelphia and okay in Baltimore and Buffalo. 

Off the ticker: ‘Tuttles of Tahiti,’ $22,000 in two L. A. 
theatres; ‘My Favorite Blonde,’ smash $80,000 opening 
week at the big N. Y. Paramount; ‘Hellzapoppin’ (U), 
okay $17,500, Boston, and still profitable in eighth L. A. 
week; ‘Heart of Rio Grande’ (Rep), nifty in Provi- 
dence; ‘To Be’ (UA), winding up in many key situa- 
tions, great $20,000 in Detroit and $7,500 on fourth 


Frisco stanza; ‘Ghost of Frankenstein’ (U), excellent 


treal. 


$10,000 in Chicago, zingy in Louisville and $7,500 on 
second Philly week. 
as neat in Newark, great in Jersey City, fine in Mon- 


‘Woman of Year’ (M-G), listed 


° 











Los Angeles, April 7. 

Perfect theatre weather for Easter 
weekend sent customers storming 
local boxoffices for whopping Satur- 
day and Sunday takes in all houses, 
‘Kings Row,’ at the two Warner the- 
atres, is clocking big $29,000, best biz 
in these spots for many months. At 


this pace it looks good for a three- 
week stand. 


‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ in its third 
week at the Paramount, Hollywood, 
and second stanza at the downtown 
Paramount theatre, is heading for a 
terrific $29,800, after a bangup $31,- 
000 Holy Week. Sustained=strength 
of the DeMille opus is the real sur- 
prise at both houses. 


Weekend found all theatres with 
ropes up after a low mark en- 
countered Friday night. 

Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
44-55-75)—‘Song Islands’ (20th) and 
‘Confirm Deny’ (20th) (3d wk). Stay- 
ing here only to keep house lighted 
for triple theatre opening of ‘Shores 
of Tripoli,’ which comes in Wed. (8). 
Dim $1,500. Last weék totaled $2,300. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 33- 
44-55-75)—‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Born to Sing’ (M-G). 
Sweet $10,000. Last week, ‘Tarzan 
Treasure’ (M-G) and ‘Kathleen’ (M- 
G), just fair at $7,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55) 
—Kings Row’ (WB) soioc. Biggest 
two-day opening since ‘York,’ and 
will ring bell with great $12,500. Last 
week, ‘Male Animal’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
for Night’ (Rep) (2d wk), okay pre- 
Easter take at $7,900. 

Four Siar (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44- 
55)—‘Fantasia’ (RKO). In for pop 
price run with regular sound track 
print, hitting strong $5,600. Last 
week, ‘Paris Calling’ (U), six days 
of third week, garnered $1,700. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-75) 
—Hellzapoppin’ (VU) (8th wk). 
Larger ads and radio spot announce- 
ments providing second wind here 
for profitable $4,500. Last week, ta- 
pered off to $4,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55) 
—‘Kings Row’ (WB) on solo booking. 
Public got an advance tipoff on this 
one and giving heavy play for big 
$16,500. Last week, ‘Male Animal’ 
(WB) and ‘Lady for Night’ (Rep) (2d 
wk), okay $7,400 for offish week. 

Orpheum (B'way) (2,200; 33-44-55) 
—‘Sing for Your Supper’ (Col), ‘Re- 
markable Andrew’ (Par) and ice re- 


vue on stage. Good $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Jail House Blues’ (U) and 
‘Earl Carroll’s Vanities of 42,’ nice 


$15,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55)— 
‘Tuttles Tahiti’ (RKO) and ‘Call Out 
Marines’ (RKO). Sturdy at $10,300. 
Last week, ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) 
and ‘What’s Cookin’ (U) mild $7,500. 

Paramount (F&M) 3,596; 33-44-55- 
75)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d 
wk). Still boxoffice hurricane with 
terrif $18,000. Last week, rang up 
$19,500. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
450; 44-55-65-75-88 )-—‘Reap Wild 
Wind’ (Par) (3d wk). Pulling strong 
for $11,809, swell for third sesh. Last 
week, clipped off $12,000 for big 
profit. 


RKO HBillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33- 
44-55)—Tuttles Tahiti’ (RKO) and 
‘Call Out Marines’ (RKO). Attract- 
ing real coin, slick $11,800. Last 
week, ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and 
‘What's Cookin’ (U), pulled $9,200. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 33-44- 
55-75)—‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M- 
G) and ‘Born to Sing’ (M-G). 
Healthy wicket spinning hei for 
$14,000. Last week, “Tarzan’s Treas- 
ure’_(M-G) and ‘Kathleen’ (M-G). or- 
dinary $12,500. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2.100; 
33-44-55 )—Tarzan’s Treasure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Kathleen’ (M-G). Hypoed by 
general biz conditions this week for 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Bugle Sounds’ 
(M-G) and ‘Yank Burma Road’ (M- 
G), good action combo for downtown 
trade at $4,10& 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 33-44-55) 
— “Tarzan Treasure’ (M-G) and 
‘Kathleen’ (M-G). Lightweight duo 
here for $3,000. Last week, ‘Bugle 
Sounds’ (M-G) and ‘Yank Burma 
Road’ (M-G), softpedalled to $3,800. 


PRC Powwow May 4-6 


Chicago, April 7. 

Producers Releasing Corp. will 
powwow on new season’s filmings on 
Coast May 4. 

Plans for ’42-43 include increased 
production schedule. George Topper, 
of local office, heads west May 1 for 
advance huddle. 
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THE PICTURE THAT FEATURES THE HOTTEST Ni 






FREDDY. 
MARTIN 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


playing his sensational ‘Piano Concerto’ 
and four new tunes heading for ‘most- 
played on the air’ and climbing toward 
top record sales everywhere! 


MELODRAMA WITH MUSIC! ... A flash show 


that cooks with gas! ... turning the heat 
on the kickback racketeers who try to 
take over the big town’s big-name bands! 





























WILLIAM GARGAN 
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CLIFF REID —\ Vp a = JOAN MERRILL 


Directed by 
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Memphis Variety Club Cited For 


Its Mother's 


Memphis, April 7. 

Citation for the outstanding char- 
ity. awarded Memphis Tent No. 20 
of Variety Clubs at the last national 
convention in Atlantic City, was 
finally presented to the Club offici- 
ally Monday (6). 

Formal presentation was made by 
Bob O'Donnell, of the Interstate Cir- 
cuit, assistant national chief barker. 
Induction of 17 new members into 
the Tent was supervised by Paul 
Short. of National Screen Service, 
Dallas, district chief barker. 

Award came for establishment and 

pport of Mother’s Milk Bank, 
unique station that preserves and 
stwres human milk for use of infants 
who'd otherwise perish. Is credited 
with saving dozens of baby lives 
annually. 

Present and speaking at the lunch- 
eon exercises in. Variety Club quar- 





ters were outstanding physicians 
who serve as board members for 
Bank and use its facilities, their 


number including Dr. E. M. Holder 
ana Dr. W. C. Chaney, present and 
immediate past president of the 
Memphis and Shelby County Medi- 
cal Sociefy; Dr. Arthur G. Quinn, 
who had tried to operate a similar 
project single-handedly for nine 
months, prior to Variety’s activity; 
and Dr. David Goltman, who had 
‘sold’ the local on the idea. 

In the presentation speech, O’Don- 
nell emphasized significance of Va- 
riety in times like the present and 
praised the Memphis Tent for win- 
ning the national honor on a limited 
budget of $7,500 against keen com- 
petition from tents with much larger 
resources. 

M. A. Lightman, chief barker, ac- 
eepted in behalf of the Club. Second 
Army headquarters was represented 
by Major Fred Taylor and Lieut. 
Frank Kimbrough. 

Two New Tents 

Chartier to cover the state of 
Washington and the territory of 
Alaska, tent to be No. 27, has been 
applied for by Frank Newman and 
Frank Christie of the Fox Evergreen 
Theatres, exchange managers of 
Warners, - Metro, Fox, Monogram 
and United Artists; also operators of 
Stirling Theatres, Inland Circuit, 


P.J.D. Theatres, National Screen 
Service and National Theatre 
Supply. 


Under preliminary leadership of 
I. J. Hoffman, Warner zone chief- 
tain for New England, petition for 
a New Haven charter is now in 
works. This new tent will be known 
as Tent No. 28 of Connecticut. 

Thus far about 130 industry men 
are interested in the formation of 
this new tent, with a waiting list of 
over 50 more ready to join as soon 
gs the charter has been granted and 
the headquarters selected. 


‘CAPTAINS’ GETS BIG 
BALLY IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, April 7. 

Combining exploitation for ‘Cap- 
tains of the Clouds’, currently at the 
Orpheum, with-Home Defense Week 
in Seattle, by plugging sale of war 
stamps and bonds, the Hemrick- 
Evergreen press departmeni, headed 
by Vic Gauntlett, and Warner Bros., 
via p.a. Marty Weiser, went. places 








in the exploitation world by import- 
ing the 32-piece Royal Canadian Air- | 
force band from Patricia Bay, Can- 


ada, join two American army 
binds for parades and concerts cen- 
tering in front of the theatre. 

Jerry Ross, of the Palomar (Sterl- 
ing), m.c.d the affair, and Edward 
Everett Horton, here in ‘Springtime 
for Henry’ at the Met, gave a short 
talk at the ceremonies after the 


Canadian band arrived. The 50-piece 
U.S. Air Corps band from Camp 
McChord, near Tacoma, and 16-piece 
band from Payne field, Everett, 
joined the big jamboree, with 18 late 
type army fighter planes circling 
above to aid the patriotic display. 

The theatre arranged ‘blind’ dates 
for al] the Canadian bandsmen, who 
were guests at the house opening 
night. 





BACK TO THE PROWL 
Hollywcod, April 7. 
Warren William, recovered from 
pneumonia, returned to work at Co- 
lumbia for a delayed start on ‘The 
Lone Wolf and Scotland Yard,’ with 
Hillary Brooke as femme lead. 
Wallace MacDonald production is 
directed -by. Edward Dmytryk.. 


+ 


Milk Bank Charity 


SHIP AHOY’ GIRLS 
TO SELL WAR BONDS 


Nationwide ‘Ship Ahoy’ Minute 
Girls Tour is to be launched April 
13 by the War Savings Staff of the 
U. S. Treasury in conjunction with 
Metro. Two girls from the forth- 
coming Eleanor Powell-Red Skelton 
picture, ‘Ship Ahoy,’ will make per- 
sonal appearances in hotels, factories, 
night clubs, stores, social welfare 
and civic clubs with object of selling 
enough war bonds and stamps to pay 
for a new destroyer. 

Tour was proposed by Howard 
Dietz, Metro v.p. in chafge of 
publicity, and_is to be under super- 
vision of William Ferguson, M-G 
exploitation manager, and Carlton 
Duffus, chief of motion pictuxes and 
special events at the U. S. Treasury. 
Metro will defray all traveling ex- 
penses. State and municipal of- 
ficials will cooperate. 


HORNE WINDING 
UP AT 20TH-FOX 











‘Moon Tide,’ with Jean Gabin, will 
likely be the final picture to be han- 
dled by Hal Horne Organization for 
20th-Fox under contract for special 
field exploitation which terminates 
in June. Horne was originally called 
in last summer to handle spot ex- 
ploitation at a time when 20th staff 
was not fully prepared to hypo prod- 
uct in line with consent decree sell- 
ing requirements, Field staff at 20th 
has since been augmented. 

Horne may also ballyhoo ‘10 Gen- 
tlemen at West Point’ if picture is 
released prior to windup of contract. 


COL.’S 15-MAG TIEUP 
BALLYS ‘COVER GIRLS’ 


Hollywood, April 7. 


Columbia is thumbing a ride with 
15 national magazines in the bally- 
hoo for ‘Cover Girls,’ the forthcom- 
ing Rita Hayworth starrer which 
glorifies the young femmes who 
glorify newsstands, 

Selection of the models will be 
made by readers of the mags, to be 
followed by tours of Army camps 
and Naval bases, with each publica- 
tion plugging its favorite cover girl. 
Total circulation of the mags is about 
24,000,000. Shooting begins next fall, 
after a summer promotional cam- 
paign, with Sam Bischoff producing, 


RKO Adds Dave Cantor, 























Terry Turner, exploitatien depart- 
|ment head at RKO, last week added 


David L. Cantor and Sam Stratton 
to his field staff. 

Cantor has been shifted from the 
|}Coast to handle Minneapolis and 
Winnipeg, Man., territories. Strat- 
} ton. who closed with ‘Louisiana Pur- 
|chase,’ will handle Cincinnati and 
| Indianapolis areas, 

Billy Scholl, RKO field publicist 
| working out of Cleveland and De- 
jtroit, has been appointed to ex- 
|ploitation spot at the Fox theatre, 
| Detroit. He’s to work under Dave 


|Idzal, manager, 





| Par Ties In Quiz Kids’ 


| Paramount for tHe second year in 
|a row will have a short to be given 
national exploitation via a_ tie-in 
with Father’s Day. This year it will 
be the No. 5 short of the Quiz Kids. 
Last year it was Robert Benchley’s 
‘The Forgotten Man.’ The Quiz Kids 
will be merchandized through sev- 
eral magazines after having been 
awarded a medal by the National 
Father’s Day Council. 


Short is to be pre-released nation- 





ally May 22 to permit theatres to 
capitalize on this campaign. 


Stratton to Field Staff 


Tradeshows 


Wed., April 1s—‘The Man Who 
Wouldn't Die’ (20th), ‘Whis- 
pering Ghosts’ (20th), and 
‘My Gal Sal’ (20th), in all 
exchange cities. 

Thurs., April 16—‘The Mad Mar- 
tindales’ (20th) and ‘Moon- 
tide’ (20th) in all exchange 
cities, 

Thurs., April 16; Fri., April 17— 
*‘Tarzan’s New York Adven- 
ture’ (M-G) and ‘Sunday 
Punch’ (M-G). (In N.Y. and 
N. J. these pictures will be 
shown Tuesday, April 14). 
(details not set at press 
time; check local exchange 
to learn which film will 
be shown on the 426th, 
which on 17th). 





oe 


Cole Suggests Pix 
Biz Buy Air Time 
To Bally Itself 


Dallas, April 7. 

A weekly series of radio shows 
aired on a coast-to-coast network, to 
be underwritten by the entire mo- 
tion picture industry, was suggested 
here by Col. C. H. Cole, prez of the 
Texas Allied Motion Picture Owners. 
Instead of plugging a motion picture 
preview, Cole suggests the series be 
institutional in nature. 

It was pointéd out -that such a 
series of programs would reach a 
wide audience not regular film-goers. 
He said the industry is only show- 
ing its wares to about 25% of the 
people, and that the remainder offers 
a wide field of exploitation. 


SPG AND PRODUCERS 
SETTING MEN’S STATUS 


With the basis of the contract be- 
tween the major producers and the 
Screen Publicists Guild of New York 
worked out, reps of the two groups 
have been meeting during the past 
week determining the status of in- 
dividual employees. This classifica- 
tion is almost concluded now and 
signing of the pact is expected to 
take place shortly. 

Small SPG committee has been 
handling the classifications, meeting 
with each company individually to 
determine whether employees go 
into the category of ‘publicists,’ 
whose minimum is $65 a week; ‘as- 
sociate publicists,’ with minimum of 
$40 a week, or apprentice, minimum 
$25 a week. 


























Barristers Beef ‘Roxie’ 


Shows ’Em in Bad Light 


Worcester, Mass., April 7. 

Complaints by some Worcester 
lawyers to police that ‘Roxie Hart’ 
showed members of bar in an un- 
favorable light brought about a spe- 
cial showing before city’s censor 
board Saturday (4), but action 
ended there and the barristers didn’t 
get to first base. 

Manager Joseph Anstead, of Loew- 
Poli Elm St. house, on receipt of 
complaint Friday, screened ‘Roxie’ 
Saturday morning before full censor 
| board, and at conclusion the group 
voted favorably for continuance. 

Miss M. Elizabeth Tracy, police- 








Short With Father’s Day 


; woman, had reported the courtroom 
| 


| scene was a ‘crude burlesque’ and 
| made fun of the judge, jury and dis- 
trict attorney. 

It took the lawyers several days to 
get around to ask that the film be 
barred, for it had been at Loew’s 
Poli for a week, ending last Wednes- 
day, and then moved to Elm St. for 
a second week. Anstead said Wor- 
cester was first city in country, as 
far as he knew, to object to show- 
ing. 


$75,000 Theatre Fire 


Montreal, April 7. 

Palace, 1,050-seat nabe in a south- 
ern suburb of this city, was gutted 
Tuesday afternoon (31) by fire and 
will be a total loss. Damage is set 
at $75,000. Only a few people were 
in the theatre at the outbreak of 
fire and all got out safely. 

Theatre owned by Gorson-Lane 
Circuit, operating seven neighbor- 
hood houses in, and, around Montreal. 











Fox Midwest Reshuffles Five Mgrs. 
Zeilor Reopens Harris, Pittsburgh 





Kansas City, April 7. 

Fox Midwest Theatres’ exec, El- 
mer Rhoden, called signals for shift- 
ing of five managers last week. Alan 
Karf comes from the Fox theatre, 
Sedalia, Mo., to take over reins of 
the Uptown, first run here. He was 
formerly key city booker in the Fox 
Midwest offices before going to Se- 
dalia about a year ago. The Uptown 
post marks Karf’s return to active 
duty after a recent session of sur- 


gery. 

Frank Ritter leaves the Uptown 
where he has been manager the past 
two years to take over the Isis, sub- 
sequent run, which has been man- 
aged temporarily by Harold Hume, 
city booker. T. S. Wilson, who has 
been film*buyer, goes to manage the 
Beyer theatre, xcelsior Springs, 
Mo., his home town. Gene Kincaid 
moves from the Beyer to fhe De- 
Graw, Brookfield, Mo. Shift is com- 
pleted by Steve Souttar, who leaves 
Brookfield and takes over the Fox 
at Sedalia, which was vacated by 
Karf. 





Zeilor O.O.’s Harris, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, April 7. 

New J. P. Harris theatre, which 
opened Saturday (4) on site of old 
Alvin, out of commission since No- 
vember, 1940, when roof caved in, 
will be temporarily managed by Bill 
Zeilor, supervisor for all Harris 
houses, who was in charge of Alvin 
at time of accident. ilor went 
from Alvin to Senator until his = 
motion couple of months ago. er- 
manent man for the berth will be 
announced in week or two. Assist- 
ant at Harris is C. O. Loder, who 
moves up from similar berth at Har- 
ris circuit’s other first-run downtown 
house, the Senator. 

William Lando’s Central on Cen- 
ter avenue being prepared to reopen 
shortly as a subsequent run film spot. 
House most recently has been the 
local home of Jewish stock company. 
It'll be managed by veteran theatre 
owner’s son, Sumy Lando. 





Redmond to Omaha 
Omaha, April 7. 

Jimmy Redmond, of Fairbury, Neb., 
ublicity man for Bonham and Ma- 
estic theatres there for nearly seven 
years, suddenly shifted by Tristates 
Theatres Corp. to Omaha, to take 
over the Orpheum, whese publicity 
had been handled by manager Wil- 
liam Miskell. But it’s more than a 

one-man job in that deluxer. 





More Dixie Openings 
Spartansburg, S. C., April 7. 

New Dixie opened at Crawford- 
ville, Ga., under management of Wil- 
liam Green, Atlanta. 

Patricia theatre, Aiken, S. C., 
staged 10th annual benefit showing 
for Louise Hitchcock Memorial Hos- 
pital. Over $7,000 raised and dis- 
tributed to Aiken charities. Schuyler 
L. Parsons, manager, highly com- 
mended by press, others. 

New Deluxe opened at Covington, 
La. C. S. A. Fuhrmann, also in 
charge of Covington’s Majestic, will 
manage. 

New Colony, 603-seater, opened at 
Raleigh, N. C. Willard Croom is 
manager. New Varsity also opened 
in Raleigh recently. 





More Femmes Training 
Atlanta, April 7. 

Two hundred Atlanta women and 
girls are training for theatre jobs, 
due to heavy drain on supply of men 
called to military service. 
Cooperating in instruction are 
Fred Coleman, local manager; Hape- 
ville’s Hangar theatre: Dr. H. W. 


| Martin, Emory university, and Mrs. 


Earl Smith, director, formerly Jean 
LaMarr, Ziegfeld singer. 





Femme Publicist 
Cleveland, April 7. 

Jane Meisel is the latest femme 
drafted into theatrical service, pinch- 
hitting for David Bachner, who was 
inducted into army last week. For- 
merly stenog in Warner’s advertising 
department here, she was promoted 
to post of publicity woman for 
chain’s five local houses, 





Howard’s Strand, Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., April 7. 

Edmund Howard, former assistant 
manager of Loew’s, becomes man- 
ager of the Strand following drafting 
of Paul Fields. 

Jack Charney, formerly with Con- 
solidated in New York, takes charge 
of Schine’s Riviera as Stockton Leigh 
centers efforts on advertising for 12 
Schine theatres here. 

Herbert Gordon, manager of 
Schines’ Webster, switched to book- 
~~ department at Gloversville. 

raft took Don Stevenson, Rivoli, 
last week less than a year after his 
partner, Naval Reservist Don Whit- 
ington, was called into the navy. 
Stevenson’s mother, Mrs. Emma 
Torre, and Whitington’s father, Jolm 





Whitington, took charge. of theatre 


with Howard Lurie of the Lincoln 
doing the booking. 


A. C. Theatres Reopen 
Atlantic City, April 7. 

Virginia, WB Boardwa film 
house, opened after being dark since 
fall. James Ricci, who began his 
career with WB as usher at Warner 
theatre on Boardwalk in 1932, ig 
manager of Virginia. Since that time 
he has come up as assistant manager 
of Colonial, Warner, and Stanley 
houses, 

Strand theatre, one of Wielland- 
Lewis chain, also located on Board- 
walk, reopened for season; John J, 
Snowdon new manager. 


Greenfield Back to S. F. 
Denver, April 7. 

Art Greenfield, Universal booker, 
moved back to Frisco; succeeded by 
Don MacCormack, assistant. 

Claude Graves, owner of Coro- 
nado, Albuquerque, received his 
solo flying license, and says he in- 
tends spending all his weekends in 
Denver, flying back and forth. 

J. D. LaFont, Barstow, Cal., the- 
atre owner, bought the building and 
equipment of the Park, Denver, and 
will operate. The house has been 
operated for some time by Ross 
Wooldridge, who also operates the 
Alameda. Wooldridge expects to be 
called any day for the army, and the 
Alameda will be operated during his 
absence by his father. 

Homer Hisey moved from Mem- 
phis to Denver as UA salesman, suce 
ceeding Alex Singleton, who returns 
to Seattle. 

Twin theatre employees, Edward 
W. and W. Ernst, 21, joined the navy. 
Edward was on the Broadway staff, 
while Ernest with the Aladdin. 

Closings include the Alma, Alma, 
Colo., operated by Chas. Diller; and 
the Cedaredge at Cedaredge, Colo., 
operated by Perry L. Gipe. 











Jack Lexey Upped 
Philadelphia, April 7. 

Jack Lexey, manager of Warner 
Bros.’ Broadway theatre in South 
Philadelphia, has been upped to dis- 
trict manager. He succeeds Lou 
Davidoff, who recently was promoted 
to the WB film buying department. 
Lexey has been with Warners for 
many years, 





John Turner Vice Hinchey 
Philadeiphia, April 7. 

John Turner, assistant film buyer 
for the Stanley-Warner circuit here, 
has been upped to chief film buyer. 
He succeeds Edward Hinchey, who 
has been transferred to an executive 
post with the home office in New 
York. 

Lou Davidoff, district manager for 
West Philly, was named assistant 
film buyer. 


DEPINET EXTENDS RKO 
SALES DRIVE 6 WEEKS 


Ned Depinet sales drive, originally 
scheduled to end May 8, has been 
extended for six additional weeks 
in an intensive campaign to increase 
billings on RKO books. Measure 
was one of proposals adopted, at 
huddles in which George Schaefer 
participated while in New York, as 
means of improving picture affili- 
ate’s cash position. 

Depivret announced. extension of 
the drive to June 19 in a transconti- 
nental telephone hookup on Monday 
(6), whereby message was carried to 
all 38 RKO exchange staffs in the 
U. S. and Canada. Amplifiers were 
rigged up in the exchanges so that 
all members of the field forces could 
listen in. Depinet outlined am- 
bitious production plans for next 
season, with emphasis on A product. 

Meantime, Charles Koerner, at the 
studio, has started the ball rolling on 
the Ginger Rogers-Cary Grant pic- 
ture, one of the high budgeters on 
the RKO lot. Koerner remains on 
the Coast indefinitely, while E. L. 
Alperson and Malcolm Kingsberg, 
executive v.p. and vice-chairman of 
the board of directors of Keith-Al- 
bee-Orpheum, are handling RKO 
theatre operations out of the home 
office. 

Though no official changes have as 
yet been made, indications are that 
Alperson would assume permanently 
spot formerly held by Koerner if 
latter remains stationed on the Coast 
for any great length of time. 











Schaefer-Odlum-Weisl Huddle 
Hollywood, April 7. 
George J. Schaefer, who went to 
Palm Springs over the weekend, vis- 
iting Floyd Odlum ~. his ranch in 





Indio on Sunday. He conferred with 
Odum and, Eg WeisL. .. ' 
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News and Gossip About the Production and Distribution of the Best Shows in Town! 








Fight Pix to Roll in April: 
Backlog of Twenty on Hand; 
Five More Already Shooting 


— 


There’s no slack season in sight 
at the Paramount Studios, with 
eight new pix skedded to go before 
the cameras during Apri! despite 
the big reservoir of hit-caliber fea- 
tures now cutting or in the can. 


‘Wake Island,’ Paramount’s heroic 
drama of the Marines who de- 
fended this outpost, will roll first. 
Location shots will be made on the 
Salton Sea, isolated salt lake 200 
miles west of L. A. Brian Don- 
levy, Robert Preston, Macdonald 
Carey and Barbara Britton have 
top roles, with John Farrow di- 
recting. 


The big Technicolor musical, 
‘Happy Go Lucky,’ starring Mary 
Martin, Dick Powell and Rudy 
Vallee, with Curtis Bernhardt as 
director, is also set to roll. Other 
April starters will include ‘Triumph 
Over Pain,’ with Preston Sturges 
directing and Joel McCrea and 
Betty Field starred; ‘I Married a 
Witch,’ film version of the Thorne 
Smith novel “The Passionate Witch,’ 
starring Fredric March and Veron- 
ica Lake with Rene Clair directing; 
‘No Time For Love,’ a Mitchell 
Leisen direction job _ starring 
Claudette Colbert and Fred Mac- 
Murray; ‘Silver Queen,’ drama of 
New York and San Francisco in 
the seventies starring George 
Brent, Priscilla Lane and Bruce 
Cabot, directed by Lloyd Bacon; 
‘Lady Bodyguard,’ starring Eddie 
Albert with William Clemens as di- 





rector, and ‘Wrecking Crew,’ a 
Pine-Thomas production starring | 
Chester Morris, Richard Arlen and 

Jean Parker. 


Studio has already topped its | 
promise for releases to be com- 
pleted for the season, and has built 
up a huge ‘bank’ of certified B.O. 
pictures for release during coming 
months. For a detailed list of those 
completed or completing, see ‘Vari- 
ety’s’ ‘Advance Production Chart’ 
of last week. (Free adv.). * 





Doing O.K., Too 

















Bob Hope gets set for a scene with 
Dotty Lamour in ‘Road to Morocco.’ 
The book is ‘How to Make Love— 
Six Lessons from Madame La 





Zonga.’ First B.O. reports on ‘My 
Favorite Blonde’ would indicate 
he’s grasped the 


fundamentals. | 








Do You Blame Him? 








Probably the most unusual shot 
ever grabbed of Showman Cecil B. 
DeMille is the above, taken by a 
Chicago news man during C. B.’s 
stopover in that town. Both his ex- 
pression and the pencil in his hand 
hint that DeMille may have just 
finished adding up first grosses of 
‘Reap the Wild Wind.’ 


With Father’s Day 
Sewed Up, Par Also 








Takes Over Mother's 


i week’s gross was 20 percent above 





Paramount, which last week an- 
nounced that it had captured 
Father’s Day for store promotions 


PAR HEADS EASTER PARADE 





BLONDE,’ ‘FLEET 
SMASH RECORDS 


‘Blonde’ Sets All-Time House 
Record for N. Y. Para, Ex- 
cept for Xmas Wk. ‘Pur- 
chase’—‘Fleet’ a Phenom 
in 84 Easter Engagements 








‘REAP’ REAPING BIG 





It was a Paramount Easter this 
year, with three Paramount biggies 
making boxoffice history from coast- 
to-coast as Easter paraders marched 
to the ticket-wickets. 


‘My Favorite Blonde’ at the N. 
Y. Paramount shattered.all house 
records since the beginning of a 
stage show policy, with the excep- 
tion of the giant Christmas-New 
Year’s business of Par’s ‘Louisiana 
Purchase.’ 

‘The Fleet’s In,’ playing for Easter 
in 84 cities, was beating ‘Road to 
Zanzibar’—which also played Easter 
week—in virtually every spot heard 
from. In some, the gross was almost 
fabulcusly above that of the big Hope 
hit. For example: 

First day’s ‘Fleet’ gross at the 
Saenger theatre, Mobile, came to 
sixty percent of the full, four-day 
engagement gross of ‘Zanzibar.’ 

First three days of ‘Fleet’ at the 
Caroline, Charlotte, came. to 65 per- 
cent of a full week’s gross for ‘Zan- 
zibar.’ 

Jefferson theatre, Beaumont, took 
in, in one day, 70 percent of the gross 
drawn by ‘Zanzibar’ for a four-day 
engagement. 

Other ‘Fleet’ grosses, compared 
with ‘Zanzibar’ in every case, ran as 
follows: 

Capitol theatre, Little Rock (first 
day) 25% above; Norshore theatre, 
Duluth (three days), 35% above; 
Worth theatre, Ft. Worth (2 days), 
Rialto theatre, Tucson (3 days), Cap- 
itol theatre, Williamsport (first day), 
and Florida theatre, Jacksonville 
(first wk)—all 15% above ‘Zanzibar.’ 

At the Metropolitan, Boston, first 


‘Zanzibar,’ and the first day of hold- 
over week remained at 20 percent 
above. The Paramount, Toledo, also 





via Saturday Evening Post and Col- 
lier’s tieups with feature and 


| shorts departments, revealed today | 


that Mother’s Day belongs’ to 
Paramount, too. 

Saturday 
break full-page Mother’s Day ads 
April 29, featuring Bing Crosby, 
Claudette Colbert, Robert Preston 
and Mary Martin, and their moih- 
ers. Credits will go to current pix. 

As for its Father’s Day promo- 
tions, the Post will follow through 
with displays in nearly 2,000 major 
department stores using the Para- 
mount players. Full-page ads in 
18 key cities, direct mail to stores 
and manufacturers, and tiein ads 
by local outlets go along with the 
arrangement. 

Father’s Day promotion in the 
Post is pegged to Bob Hope, with 
credits for ‘My Favorite Blonde.’ 
The Collier’s promotion is hooked 
to the Quiz Kids and was arranged 
by Paramount shorts department. 
It brings a similar lineup of dis- 
plays and ads for Father's Day. 





AZUSA HONORS HOPE 


Bob Hope was today named hon-/|air now boasts the phenomental | 
mayor of Azusa, town 40| Crossley rating of 37.1, tops for dra- 


orary 
miles from Hollywood. 


|reported a four-day gross 20 per- 
cent above ‘Zanzibar.’ 
Florida loved ‘Fleet,’ too Four 


days at the Saenger, New Orleans, | 


zibar,’ and four at the Tampa, Tam- 


- | 
| pa, grabbed grosses 52 percent above | 
| ‘Zanzibar.’ 
| . . 9 2 a | 
| ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ continued its | 


bountiful harvest at the three the- 
atres that have it; third big week is 
under way at the Paramount, Holly- 
wood, as the downtown L. A. Par- 
amount moves into its second. Biz 
for the second equals the big first 
week. 

At Radio City Music Hall, ‘Reap’ 
headed in for a solid third week, 
after a second week that topped the 
socko first. Day for day of the sec- 
ond week in this showplace house, 
grosses ran abead of the same day 
in opening week. 





*‘H-E-N-N-R-Y’ GETS CALL 
Next Henry Aldrich picture, 





‘Henry Aldrich of the Junior Army,’ 
will be keyed to a timely home de- 
fense slant. Aldrich Family on the 


matic shows. 


: .4, | pulled a gross 30 percent above ‘Zan- | az" 
Evening Post will} 


3 





Our Hit Parade 





Only thing lacking to make the 
Lucky Strike Hit Parade air 
show a Paramount sustainer last 
Saturday night was the addition 
of that ‘Eyes and Ears of the 
World’ theme music. 


Of ten tunes played, two were 
hits from Par’s ‘The Fleet’s In’— 
‘Tangerine’ and ‘I Remember 
You.’ A third was that phenom 
week-after-week hit ‘I Don’t 
Want to Walk Without You,’ from 
‘Sweater Girl.’ 

A pair of tunes from ‘Fleet’ 
also got a sendoff on the last 
‘Fitch Bandwagon’ network show, 
with generous picture plug via 
Jimmy Dorsey, guest band leader. 

All three tunes turned up— 
with ‘I Remember You’ heading 
the list, in ‘Variety’s’ compen- 
dium of most-plugged tunes on 
the four major nets. 


Sound Stages Jumpin’ With Jive As 
3 Musicals Finish, Another Starts 


There was dancing in the Studio 
treets this week at the sockeroo 
ousiness rolled up by current Par- 
smount pix—and there was plenty 
of dancing on the sound stages too, 
as three big new ‘musicals wound 
toward the final clinch and a 
fourth got under way. 

Paramount has put plenty of 
emphasis on music and laughs in 
its current production schedule, 
ind both are clicking big. 

Latest big tunefest to go before 
the cameras is ‘Happy Go Lucky’, 
Technicolor musical with a Carib- 
bean Sea _ background, starring 
Mary Martin, Dick Powell and 
Rudy Vallee. Now readying for 
early release are ‘Priorities of 
1942’, returning many of the cast of 
‘True to the Army’; ‘Road ~to 
Morocco’, the new Crosby-Hope- 
Lamour ‘Road’ show, and the big 





Irving Ber'in musical ‘Holiday Inn’, 
co-starring Crosby and Astaire. 





PIX & PEOPLE 





Dorothy Lamour leaves April 24 on another Defense Bond selling 


tour for the Treasury Department...she'll be gone a month...last 
trip netted sales of $52,000,000 in bonds and stamps. ‘You Can’t Live 
Forever,’ a story about truck drivers who deliver nitroglycerine 


shipments, has been bought by Bill Pine and-Bill Thomas for pro- 


duction for Paramount...Incidentally, Pine and Thomas have won 
the monickers ‘The Dollar Bills’ in Hollywood, due to the money- 


making records of their action films. Fredric March was to reach 


Hollywood today to start work in ‘I Married a Witch.’ Harry Carey 


Pain.’ 


and Julius Tannen have been set for top roles in “Triumph Over 
Victor Milner mans the lens. 
Booth have been added to the cast of ‘Priorities of 1942.’ 


Lynda Grey and Katherine 
Jerry 


Colonna, Betty Jane Rhodes, Johnnie Johnston and Vera Vague 


have top spots. George Pal has used scenes of the new Paramount 


Theatre, Hollywood, into a forthcoming Puppetoon, ‘The Little 


Broadcast.’ 


Pal built miniature sets for interior and exterior of 


the theatre. Rod Cameron and Lynne Overman are latest additions 
to the cast of ‘Silver Queen,’ the big Harry Sherman production for 
Paramount. Ginger Rogers is wearing junior miss clothes and blonde 


ringlet curls this week, for scenes in ‘The Major and the Minor’ in 
which she poses as a teen-age girl. 
Rangers,’ filmed last week, are said to be among .the most sensa- 
tional Technicolor shots in many a season. ‘Street of Chance,’ based 
on the Corneil Wooirich novel, 
previewed in Inglewood last week and got swell audience reaction. 


Fire scenes in ‘The Forest 


‘The Biack Curtain,’ was sneak- 
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\‘I don’t care if it is good publicity for your. shows 
you can’t take them to the Country Club with us!’ 
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Grosses of US. Pix 


25-55%, Better 


Spain’s Oscars 


Madrid, March 15. 


The government has set aside 


picture produced each year. 


. @ 2 | 100,000 pesetas for the best native 
Than Last Year In Great Brita | A prize of 25,000 pesetas will be 





Arrival of a report on recent 
week’s U. S. gross revenue from film 
distribution in Great Britain this 
week spotlighted the fact that Brit- 


ain’s picture theatre business con- 


tinues to soar though perhaps suf- 
fering recently as a result of re- 


sumed heavy Nazi raids. Previous 
to the outbreak of new intensified 
bomber raids, the film revenue of 
U. S. distributors is reported to be 
running 25-55% ahead of a year ago 
in the British Isles. 

Absence of heavy raids for the 
last six months partly accounts for 
the upswing, but generally improved 
¢ nditions in Britain and desire for 
amusement is reported responsible 
for the amazing increase. 


Korda Buys U.S. Rights 
To British-Made Pic For 
3606, Tops ‘Invaders’ 


London, April 7. 

Before leaving here for New York 
this week, Alexander Korda bought 
the American rights to ‘One of Our 
Aircraft Is Missing’ for $360,000, 
partly in British coin, it’s reported, 
and the balance out of rental money. 
This reputedly is the biggest price 
America ever paid for a British pic- 
ture, beating the price of Columbia 
for ‘49th Parallel,’ released in U.S. as 
‘The Invaders.’ 

‘Aircraft’ goes into the Odeon for 








+ 





71 Mex City Cinemas 
Mexico City, April 7. 
Active cinemas here have been 
increased to 71 with the opening 
April 4 of the Cine Cairo, 5,000- 
seater downtown. 
Three more cinemas are slated for 
inauguration here before May 15. 


PITT COSTING 
20TH $800,000 


London, March 15. 
‘Yourger Pitt,’ 20th-Fox British- 
made at Gaumont-British studios, 
Shepherd’s Bush, with Robert Donat 
starring is admitted to have cost 
over $800,000. 


The Hyams company (Phil and Sid 
are here, the other Hyam is in the 
States), Metropolitan Cinemas, oper- 
ating Metropole and Biograph thea- 
tres, Victoria, made $76,000 profit last 
year. Paid $40,000 in war damage 
insurance and taxes, stored away 
$45,000 for next year, when, says 
Phil, they hope to pay a dividend. 

National Association of Kine and 
Theatre Employees, originally stage- 
hands union, now covering projec- 
tionists, ushers, paybox girls and 
cleaners, trying to form a cinema 











West End pre-release April 27 on a 
four-week minimum guarantee. 
Korda also secured from British | 
Lion the world rights outside the | 
British Isles to Noel Coward’s ‘In | 
Which We Serve,’ now being pro- | 
duced by Two Cities Films at the | 
Denham studio. Reported set for | 
the cast are Vivien Leigh, Lawrence | 
Olivier, 
Niven. 


British Lion wanted part cash on | 


account of grossing possibilities, but 
no money changed hands. Korda 
guaranteed a minimum of $200,000 
against the release. 





Korda’s office in New York said 
Monday (6) that the producer was 
then in Lisbon on his way back to 
the U.S. and was expected on a 
clipper later in the week. 


FRENCH FILM LAB HIT 
SY RAF RAID ON PARIS 


Vichy, April 7. 

Reports received here from Paris 
state that a film printing factory in 
the industrial suburb of Billancourt 
was destroyed in the recent RAF 
bombing of the Paris region. Print- 
ing plant was hit by three aerial 
bombs, damage to buildings, installa- 
tions and material being estimated 
at around 40,000,000 francs. 

‘Vichy radio, commenting on the 
bombing, stressed the damage to the 
French film industry. One of the 
three bombs hit the building in 
which films were dried, fire destroy- 
ing many negatives there. Several 
completed pictures as well as unfin- 
ished films were destroyed. 

Documentary film on Roeun, en- 
titled ‘Rouen, a Growing City,’ fin- 
ished before the war, 
those listed as lost. 





Was among 


Stanwyck-Cooper Okay 


$4,500, Havana Leader: 


Havana, March 31. 

RKO’s ‘Ball of Fire,’ starring Bar- 
bara Stanwyck and Gary Cooper, at 
the America, was the past week’s 
leader at the boxoffice here, gross- 
ing $4,500, highly satisfactory for the 
house these days. 

At the Fausto, ‘Nothing But the 
Truth’ (Par), starring Bob Hope and 
Paulette Goddard, was weak at $1,- 
900. The Encanto did poor business 
with ‘Footseps in the Dark’: (WB), 
grossing $1,600. 





‘Fantasia’ Meibourne Hit 
Melbourne, March 8. 
‘Fantasia,’ playing pre-release at 
the Savoy theatre here, is in its 33rd 
week, 
Conclusion of run not yet set. 


tdi, Maeek aod Davia | =tnest Betts will substitute while 





managers’ branch, Not _ definite 
whether this will be separate organ- 
ization under NATKE or just man- | 
agers joining existing union, 

Several changes in the film critics 
on the daily newspapers. Ian Cos- 
ter, Evening Standard, goes to Lisbon 
for the paper; Jonah Barrington, 
Daily Express, goes to ENSA and 











{retaining same post on Sunday Ex- 
|press; Moore Raymond left the Sun- 


Despatch. 


RAIMU-MORLAY FILM 
FINISHED IN FRANCE) 


Vichy, March 15. 








given for each of the four best 
scenarios. 


CLARK, HUNTER, 
HAKE IN U.S. 
FROM AUSSIE 


Three Australian managing direc- 
tors of American distributors and a 
district manager arrived on the 
Coast iast week from Sydney. All 
came to U. S. to settle their fam- 
ilies in this country for the dura- 
tion of the war. 


Ralph Clark, Warners’ Aussie 
chief, arrived in N. Y. yesterday 
(Tuesday) with his family. His son, 
Ralph Clark, Jr. who heads the 
company’s Sydney office, also ar- 
rived in U. S. to arrange for his 
family to make their home in the 
U. S. Harry Hunter, Paramount's 
Australian chief, arrived on the 
Coast but will go to Seattle to make 
arrangements for his family to live 
there. Clay Hake, 20th-Fox Aussie 
managing director, who came _ in 
with the other film executives, plans 
to stay on the Coast and establish 
his family there. Although George 
Applegate, Western Electric’s Aus- 
tralian manager, planned to bring 
his family to the U. S., the com- 
pany’s N. Y. office has had no word 
of his arrival in this country. 











Choice of New Fox Prez 
Key to London Theatre 
Takeover by Gen’! Film 


London, April 7. 





Approval by 20th-Fox for a deal| Jerry 
day Despatch to go over to the! whereby General Film Distributors} Harry Allegrezza and Eugene Rich. 
Graphic, and Harris Deans of the| would obtain the former’s stake in| 
Graphic took Raymond's post on the | Gaumont-British theatre circuit has; Mike Seravo, Ray Axelrod and Har- 
| been delayed until a new president! 


is elected by 20th-Fox. GFD is 
counting on securing substantial con- 
trol of the Gaumont chain through 
this deal with 20th-Fox, owner of a 
heavy interest in G-B. 
When Francis L. Harley, 20th-Fox 
managing director in Britain, re- 
turned to London several weeks ago, 





Film version of Alphonse Daudet’s 
‘Arlesienne’ has been completed, | 
with Raimu in role of the patron | 
Marc. Leading femme part is played 
| by Gaby Morlay. | 

Others in the cast include Louis 
Jourdan, Gisele Pascal and Delmon. | 


‘UA Names Albright 
As Australian Rep 











Sidney Albright, formerly United 
Artists manager in the Far East, has 


it is understood that he carried full 
instructions for such a pact. Death 
of Sidney R. Kent, 20th-Fox presi- 
dent, last month prevented any fur- 
ther work on the plan because all 
details had been set by Kent. 





Won't Uncle Sam Be 


+ Keeping ’Em Busy Enuf?) 





Vichy, March 31. 
Spokesman for the Japanese film 
industry told foreign newspapermen 





been appointed home office repre- 
| sentative in Australia. He's 
| Sydney. 

| Mrs. Albright arrived in New York 
last week after a trip from Batavia 
that required nearly three months. 


ow im 
now in 


' Actors Colony Slated 
For Mex Performers 
Mexico City, April 7 
Stage, pic and radio artists are 
soon to have a home colony of their 
own here, like those of Hollywood 
and Beverly Hills, under plans that 
are being developed by Jesus J. Solis 
secretary general] of the pic workers 
union, and Congressman Cesar Cer- 
vantes. Site for the colony has been 
| tentatively selected in a silk-stock- 
| ing residential district. 
Artists who go in for this coloniza- 
‘tion are to get the land at a special 
| bargain rate and on long and easy 
|terms. Colony is to get going before 
the end of this year. 


‘Follies, London, NG 


London, April 7. 
‘Whitehall Follies,” which opened 
at the Whitehall theatre last night 
(6), is a generally unsatisfactory 
; revue despite some good scenes, 
| It is unlikely to get much of a 
‘run. 














in Tokyo that native film production 
would be developed on a grand scale, 
according to a broadcast from Japan 
| picked up here. 

; ‘Since we 
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service on eve of the beginn.:.g of 
his fifth year at Hearst station. 

Henry T. Miller, manager of Har- 
ris-Family theatre in East Liberty, 
shoves off for army duty next week 
and will be replaced by Malcolm 
McDonald, former secretary to late 
Eugene Connelly, picneer Pittsburgh 
showman. 

Roy Sternagle, assistant manager 
of the Harris-Dennis theatre, enlist- 
ed in the Army Air Corps. 

Bud Dick, projectionist at Jake 
Soltz’ Rhumba theatre, joined the 
Marines last week. A son, James 
Dick, is usher at Stanley. 

John G. Osborne, manager of 
Court in Wheeling, W. Va., and son 
of John R. Osborne, theatre asso- 
ciate of Nikitas Dipson, joined the 
Navy. 





Continued 











Reagan Gets Army Call 
Hollywood, April 7. 

Ronald Reagan, now working in 
his first starring picture at Warners, 
‘Desperate Journey,’ got an order 
from Uncle Sam to prepare for an- 
other ride in the Army. 

First of the film actors with a 
child to be called, Reagan goes to 
work as a first lieutenant in the 
Cavalry Reserve. He is married to 
Jane Wyman, contract player with 
Warners. 





Mindling’s Special Chore 

Yeoman Lou Mindling, ex-MCA 
and CBS talent agent, called in for 
special assignment with the com- 
bined Army & Navy Relief tours, 
from Great Lakes, Ill. He'll be sta- 
tioned in N.Y. a week or so, but 
wants to get back to his home base. 

20 Chi Film Men in Army 
Chicago, April 7. 

Chicago film distributors are be- 
ginning to feel bite of war. Film 
row has about 20 men already in 
uniform. An equal amount are wait- 
ing official call. 

20th Century-Fox and Metro each 
gave up five men. 20th-Fox lost Ed- 
die Solomon, Vic Carlson, John Im- 
merman, Irving Van Guilder and 
Medard Girsch. 

From Metro Went Joe Keliher, 
Skibbins, James’ Flaherty, 


W. B. ’s local office lest three men: 


ry Goldman. 

RKO sent George Bush, Jr., and 

Robert Luder; Paramount parted 
with Marsel Hollander and Jack 
Goldberg. 
- Universal was tagged for Bernie 
Barr. Republic lost Harold Miller, 
and United Artists is losing William 
Levy. 
Local offices expect no difficulty in 
connection with losses. Men who 
have been called were taken from 
minor spots in organizations, with 
replacements not a serious problem 
as yet, 


60% of a Dance Band 
Camp Upton, N. Y., April 7. 
Robert E. Moore, 2l-year-old son 
of Vietor Moore and a film and 
legit player in his own right, was 
inducted here recently. He ap- 
peared with his father in ‘Louisiana 
Purchase’ last year and spent three 
years on the RKO lot in Hollywood. 
He’s one of the camp’s shortest in- 
ductees, only 5 feet and one-half 
inch. 
Other recruits include three-fifths 


eliminated American| of the dance band of the Seneca 


|movie activity in the Far East,” he hotel, Rochester, N. Y. They are 
|said, ‘we have already made 10 pic-| Harold P. Vincent, Joe Petite and 
Maurice DePutter. They volunteered 


|tures in our fast-growing film 
| dustry.’ 


in- 








Autry’s Rodeo | 


| ees CORtinued from page 1 














rodeo would gross not less. than 
$500,000 from Cleveland, Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Washington, New 
Haven and Providence. With two 
extra weeks added to the itinerary 
the Army and Navy may get better 
than $50,000 as a gift, which will 
leave Autry working for nothing on 
this tour, declared his rep. American 
Legion Club of Cleveland also will 
get a split of the gate here as the 
local sponsors of his six-day rodeo. 





Boyd’s Bond Tour 
Dallas, April 7. 

Bill Boyd, cowboy film star, left 
Sunday (5) for California, where 
he will begin a tour sponsored by 
Treasury Department to boost sales 
of war bonds ind stamps. 

During trip will recess for a cou- 
ple of weeks .o nake his third pic- 
ture in Hollywood, resuming his 
| Government ballyhoo on itinerary, 


| . . 
| which winds up back here in June 





| where they 





after completing a 
at the Seneca. 
Three New York performers re- 
cently inducted at Upton have been 
transferred to Fort Slocum, N. Y., 
will organize and head 
an entertainment and musical group. 
They are Pvt. Tyleston Perry, Pvt. 
William Horne and Pvt. William 
Greenwald. Perry appeared on 
Broadway in Leslie Howard’s ‘Ham- 
let’ and in a number of Mercury 
Theatre plays. Horne is a concert 
tenor and Greenwald, known profes- 
sionally as Bill Darnell, has been 
singing with Bob Chester’s band. 


year’s contract 


$25,000 « Week for Bonds 

Payroll deductions of major film 
home offices for the purc} ase of de- 
fense bonds and stamps is averaging 
$25,000 weekly, according to Stanton 
| Griffis, chairman of the Amusement 
Division for Metropolitan New York 
of the Defense Savings Staff. 

It is expected that this figure will 
substantially increase as additional 
employees subscribe and others in- 
crease .heir bond or stamp pur- 
chases. 

William Webster, in RKO’s home 
office publicity department for the 





Sam’s Roll Call 





from page 4 


last two years, entered U. S. Army 
Air Corps last week. He enlisted 
several months ago, but was delayed 
because of ap,» 1dectomy. 

Ray Axelrod, Warner exchange 
b.oker in Chirago, inducted into 
army last week, too. 





Jack Embry in Coast Guard 
Memphis, April 7. 

Jack Embry, theatre owner in 
Jackson, Tenn., also of coin machine 
firm here, joined U. S. Coast Guard 
for active duty. Embry took his boat 
into the service; has been ordered 
stationed at the Memphis base on 
patrol duty. 





Jenkins’ Nephew Missing 

Although his nephew, = Alger 
Jenkins, 27-year-old navigator-bom- 
bardier with the Royal Canadian 
Air Forte, was reporte’ missing in 
the British raids over Germany and 
occupied France about a week 
ago, Felix Jenkins, secvetary-attor- 
ney with 20th-Fox, is hopeful that 
he may have parachuted to safety. 
Attorney Jenkins was notified that 
young Alger, who was raised by 
the Jenkinses at Montclair, N. J., was 
missing after a recent raid over 
continental Europe by authorities at 
Ottawa. 

Jenxins heard from his nephew 
just recently in which he described 
a typica, flight over unlisted objec- 
tives in Europe. Alger nlisted about 
a year ago with the RCA and was 
sent to England as a sergeant ob- 
server. He was promoted only a 
short time ago. Attorney Jenkins has 
three sons in military service besides 
his nephew. 





Adair Needs More Weight 

Ted Adair, Dallas, was sent back 
to the Clover Club, Dallas, by Uncle 
Sam to continue as m. c. and to gain 
more weight when he applied tor 
entrance in the Army Air Corps at 
Fort Worth. He lacked a little ton- 
nage. 

Adair holds a commercial 
license, 


pilot's 





Ty Power Into Navy 
Tyrone Power filed application for 
enlistment in the U. S. Naval Re- 
serve Tuesday (7) in New York. Will 
probably receive rating of Chief 
Petty Officer in the morale division. 





Stuart Singer Joins Up 
St. Louis, April 7. 
Jon Paul Jones, warbler with Nick 
Stuart’s orch, currently at Club Con- 
tinental, Hotel Jefferson, last week 
joined the U. S. Coast Guard. 
Jones %& no relation to the famous 
Admiral John Paul Jones. 





They’re Ex-Maestros Now 

Cleveland, April 7. 
Ralph Keating and Billy Culliton, 
| both Cleveland bandmasters, dis- 
banded their crews last week when 
called into army service. 

Two-day farewell party was staged 
by Lenny Adelman, manager of 
3,700 Club, for Joey Bishop when 
ithe m.c. was inducted into army. 
| Cy Reeves, formerly of Jackson, 
Stone & Reeves, replacing Bishop. 











Army Gets a Critic 

Vernon Rice, assistant drama edi- 
jtor of the N. Y. Post, was inducied 
| into the'army early yesterday morn- 
|ing (Tuesday). His only beef was 
| that he had to report at that par- 
jticular time. Explained that the 
|only Broadway play he really 
| wanted to see this season was John 
| Steinbeck’s ‘The Moon Is Down,’ at 
ithe Martin Beck. Drama opened last 
| night. 

Post is assigning a member of the 
city staff to succeed Rice. 








Arnold Bernstein, associated. with 
Julian T. Abeles in the law firm 
which represents the Metro-Robbins 
music interests, is entering the Navy 
as a lieutenant junior grade. 





John Huston, Warner Bros. direc- 
tor, to Signal Corps, late in April. 


Lourie, Boxer Guilty 


Capetown, March 1. 
Norman Lourie and William Box- 
er, directors of Alexander Films, 
| arrested in connection with the dis- 
| appearance of film stock held by 


| African Consolidated, have been 














jfound guilty of theft and fined 25 
pounds (about $75) each or a month 
imprisonment, plus four months at 
hard labor. 

Both appealed the sentence, with 
i bail set at 250 pounds ($750) each. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period, Date of reviews as given in 
Variery and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VARIETY’s review and running time. 


WEEK OF RELEASE—1/30/42 











Gargan-M. Lindsay 


A Close Call for Ellery Queen (col) 3/11 M_ 65 we 








elow the Border (Mono) 2/25 w 56 " Jones-T. McCoy 
vent On the Burma Road (M-G) 1/14 RD 65 L. Day-B. Nelson 
Obliging Young Lady (RKO) 11/5 D 80 J. Carroll-E, O’Brien 
Son of Fury (20th) 1/7 D 98 T. Power-G,. Tierney 
Treat ’Em Rough (U) 1/14 C 7 €E. Albert 
Wild Bill Hickock Rides (WB) 2/11 W 82 G. Bennett-B. Cabot 

WEEK OR RELEASE—2/6/42 

Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) 12/3 D 92 L. Ayers-L. Barrymore 
Law of the Jungle (Mono) M. Moreland 
Valley of the Sun (RKO) 1/14 D 79 L. Ball-J. Craig 
Young America (20th) 1/7 C 7 J. Withers-W. Tracy 
Bombay Clipper (U) 1/14 M 60 W. Gargan-I. Hervey 
Sons of the Sea (WB) 11/29 M 82 M, Redgrave-V. Hobson 
The Prime Minister (WB) 9/17 RD 94 J. Gielgud-D. Wynward 
A Tragedy at Midnight (Rep) 3/4 M 65 J. Howard-M. Lindsay 





WEEK OF RELEASE 2/12/42 





Our Russian Front (Artkino) 2/18 (Documentary) 

The Lady Is Willing (Col) 1/28 M. Dietrich-F. MacMurray 
Blondie Goes to College (Col) 2/11 P. Singleton-A. Lake 
Born to Sing (M-G) 1/21 V. Weidler-R. McDonald 
Western Mail (Mono) 3/4 Tom Keene 

Mr. Bug Goes to Town (Par) 12/10 (Cartoon) 


M. Carroll-S. Hayden 
J. Darwell-R. MacDowell 
. Mack Brown-F. Knight 


Bahama Passage (Par) 12/10 
On the Sunny Side (20th) 2/4 
Stagecoach Buckaroo (U) 


S22 SSzs8ees 
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Call Out the Marines (RKO) 1/14 . McLaglen-E. Lowe 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 T. Holt-R. Whitney 

Lady in Distress (Times) 2/18 M. Redgrave-S. Gray 
Dangerously They Live (WB) J. Garfield-R. Hussey 





WEEK OF RELEASE—2/19/42 





Shut My Big Mouth (Col) 2/25 C 771 J.E. Brown-A. Mara 
Johnny Eager (M-G)_ 12/10 M 196 R. Tayor-L. Turner 

Mr. Wise Guy (Mono) 3/11 M 170 East Side Kids 

Joan of Paris (RKO) 1/7 D 93 M. Morgan-P. Henreid 
Roxy Hart (20th) 2/4 BD 72 G. Rogers-A. Menjou 
What’s Cookin’’ (U) 2/23 MU 69 QG. Jean-Andrews Sis 
Brooklyn Orchid (UA) 1/28 C 51 M. Woodworth-W. Bendix 


Captains of the Clouds (WB 1/21 M 113 J. Cagney-D. Morgan 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/26/42 


Adventures of Martin Eden (Col) 2/25 M 87 gq. Ford-C. Trevor 
Man Who Returned to Life (Col) 3/4 M 61 J. Howard-L. Fairbanks 














Rock River Renegades (Mono) w (hanqobvesters) 

Castle in the Desert (20th-Fox) 2/4 M 61 . Toler-A. Whelan 

The Mad Dr. of Market St. (U) 1/7 M 60 WU. Merkel-C. Dodd 
WEEK OF RELEASE—3/5/42 

Arizona Roundup (Mono) Ww T. Keene 

The Lady Has Plans (Par) 1/21 M 17 P. Goddard-R. Millané 


Bing Your Worries Away (RKO) 1/7 MU 71 B. Lahre-J. Havoc 
Night Before the Divorce (20th-Fox) 2/11 M 67 L. Barri-M. Hughes 
Ghost of Frankenstein (U) 3/4 M 65 L. Chaney-E. Ankers 
To Be or Not to Be (UA) 2/18 Cc 99 J. Benny-C. Lombard 
Bullet Scars (WB) 3/4 M 59 R. Toomey-A. Longmire 
Bleepy Time Gal (Rep) Cc J. Canova-T. Brown 
Btagecoach Express (Rep) Ww D. Barry-L. Merrick 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/12/42 





Lawless Plainsman (Col) w C. Starrett-K. Hayden 
Man With Two Lives (Mono) 3/11 M 67 €E. Norris-E. Lawson 
Song of the Islands (20th-Fox) 2/4 MU 73 B. Grable-V. Mature 
Frisco Lil (U) 2/18 M 60 I. Hervey-K. Taylor 
Heart of the Rio Grande (Rep) 3/11 w 6 G. Autry 

Yokel Boy (Rep) 3/25 C 69 A. Dekker-J. Davis 
Dudes Are Pretty People (UA) Cc M. Woodworth-J. Rogers 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/19/42 


Canal Zone (Col) 4/1 M 79 C. Morris-J. Hubbard 

Klondike Victory (Mono) M E. Lowe-L. Fairbanks 

The Fleets In (Par) 1/21 MU 90 D. Lamour-W. Holden 
Bashful Bachelor (RKO) 3/18 C 7 Lum & Abner 

Raiders of the Range (Rep) 4/1 WwW S84 OB. Steel-T. Tyler 











Rings on Her Fingers (20th) 3/11 C 85 4H. Fonda-G. Tierney 

Mr. V (UA) 17/9 M 120 L. Howard-M. Morris 

Butch Minds The Baby (U) 3/25 Cc % VY. Bruce-B. Crawford 
WEEK OF RELEASE—3/26/42 

Two Yanks in Trinidad (Col) 3/25 C §82 P. O’Brien-B. Donlevy 


Affairs of J. Valentine (Rep) 

Sunset on the Desert (Rep) 

Magnificent Ambersons (RKO) 

come meg Mr. Kipps (20th) 
ou’re Telling Me (U) 


D. O’Keefe-R. Terry 
R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
J. Cotton-D. Costello 
86 M. Redgrave-D. Wynward 
H. Herbert-R. Paige 


3/11 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—4/2/42 


Alias Boston Blackie (Col) M C. Morris-A. Mara 
Fantasia (RKO) (Disney Cartoon) 

Secret Agent of Japan (20th) 72 + ##P. Foster-L. Bari 
Kipling’s Jungle Book (UA) Sabu-J. Calleia 

The Male Animal (WB) 3/4 D 126 H. Fonda-O. deHavilland 
Girl From Alaska (Rep) M R. Middleton-J. Parker 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/9/42 


The Invaders (Col) 11/5 D 123 

Land of the Open Range (RKO) 12/24 

The Shores of Tripoli (20th) 3/11 
he Strange Case of Dr. RX (U) 4/1 
Jnseen Enemy (U) 4/1 

Murder in the Big House (WB) 

Home in Wyomin’ (Rep) 





MU 
3/11 M 








L. Howard-R. Massey 
60 T. Holt-R. Whitley 

82 J. Payne-M. O’Hara 

64 L. Atwell-R. Knowles 
61 D. Terry-A. Devine 

F. Anderson-G. Meeker 
G. Autry-C. Barnett 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/16/42 


a: Emma Paints the Town (Mono) Z. Pitts-R. Pryor 

uttles of Tahiti (RKO) 3/18 M 91 C.Laughton-J. Hall 
Mississippi Gambler (U) K. Taylor-F Langford 
Fighting Bill Fargo (U) J. Mac Brown 

Gold Rush (UA) 3/4 71 6. Chaplin 

Kings Row (WB) 12/24 127. A. Sheridan-R. Cummings 
Westward Hoe (Rep) B. Steel-T. Tyler 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—4/23/42 





Down Rio Grande Way (Col) 
Hello Annapolis (Col) 
Scattergood Rides High (RKO) 
Saboteur (U) 

Twin Beds (WA) 

I Was Framed (WB) 


J. Parker-T. Brown 

C, Starrett-R. Hayden 
G. Kibbee-D. Moore 

R. Cummings-R. Lane 
G. Brent-J. Bennett 

R. Middleton-J. Parker 


3/18 
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TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 D 101 F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
The Bugie Sounds (M-G) 12/17 101 W. Beery-M. Main 
Thundering Hoofs (RKO) 12/31 60 T. Holt-R. Whitey 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 58 TT. Holt-F. Neal 

We Were Dancing (M-G) 1/21 93 N. Shearer-N. Coward 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 1/21 83 G. Veidt-A. Ayers 
Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 69 R. Arlen-J. Parker 
Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 74 +N. Kelly-R. Carlson 


This Time for Keeps (M-G) 2/11 

fhe Courtship of Andy Hardy (M-G) 2/11 
Larceny, Inc. (WB) 3/4 

Sundown Jim (20th) 3/11 

Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 


A. Rutherford-B. Sterling 
94 M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
94 E. Robinson-J. Wyman 

53. J. Kimbrough-V. Gilmore 
55 J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
74 3B. Donlevy-M. Hopkins 
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entleman After Dark (UA) 3/18 

his Gun for Hire (Par) 3/18 80 V.Lake-R. Preston 
My Favorite Blonde (Par) 3/18 78 3B. Hope-M. Carroll 
Mayor of 44th Street (RKO) 3/18 MU 8&5 G.Murphy-A. Shirley 
The Great Man’s Lady (Par) 3/18 D 90 B.Stanwyck-J. McCrea 
True to the Army (Par) 3/18 MU 76 J. Canova-A. Jones 
Fingers at the Window (M-G) 3/18 M 79 I, Ayres-L. Day 
Reap the Wild Wind (Par) 3/25 D 124 R. Milland-P. Goddard 
Mokey (M-G) 3/25 M 87 OD. Dailey-D. Reed 
Jungle Book (UA) 3/25 M 108 Sabu-J. Calleia 


Current Short Releases 


(Prints in Exchanges) 
tae ee ee 





(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘Richard Himber Band’ (WB), 8 
mins. Band musical. 

‘Fighting the Fire Bomb’ (WB), 
6% mins. Educational from OCD, 
gratis. 

‘Concerto in & Flat Miner’ (Col), 
8% mins. Color cartoon, 

‘Timing Is Everything’ (Par), 10 
mins. Ted Husing on sports taking 
split-hair timing. 

‘A Day at the State Fair’ (Indie), 
11 mins. Visit to Texas State Fair. 


‘Popular Sci2nce No. 4 (Par), 10 
mins. Chicago miniature test train, 
Newark, N. Y., rose farm, Army 
Air Corps work included. 


‘Mother Goose on the Loose’ (U), 
7 mins. Lantz color cartoon. 


‘Pussy Cat “afe’ (U), 9% mins. 
Oddities short. 

‘Shoot Yourself Some Golf’ (WB), 
11 mins, Informal golf lesson with 
Hollywood. film players being taught. 
‘Shuffle Rhythm’ (U), 15 mins. 
Henry Busse band. Six Hits and a 
Miss song combo, others, in musical. 


M-G ALL-SHORTS 
SHOW IN S0-S0 
BWAY BOW 


By MIKE WEAR 


First hand-picked all-shorts show 
for Broadway was unveiled Saturday 
(4) afternoon at the Broadway the- 
atre, being a 105-minute program 
composed strictly of Metro one and 
two-reel subects. It is being bally- 
hoeed as ‘M-G-M’s Prize Package’ 
and is a promotional effort to prove 
the worth of Metro short features— 
and possibly point up the feasibil- 
ity of other such shows. 

While the current lineup obviously 
contains many name shorts handled 
by Metro, unfortunately it can hardly 
be rated the strongest array the 
company can put together. It woe- 
fully lacks comedy, even some of the 
funnier topics containing either a 
minimum of laughs or a few scat- 
tered chuckles. However, this is a 
flaw that can be quickly ‘remedied. 

The ‘prize short’ show idea may 
have tough sledding. It’s being sold 
at considerably lower scale than 
‘Dumbo’ plus Walt Disney shorts at 
this house recently and patrons may 
compare what they are getting with 
the fantastic cartooning of Disney. 
Any way viewed, it’s a difficult 
show to follow. 

Lineup contains only two shorts in 
which the performers talk, and there 
is not one cartoon comedy. One is 
the heavy ‘Tell Tale Heart,’ Edgar 
Allen Poe dramatic opus, and the 
other is ‘Every Sunday,’ an oldie 
made in 1936, in which Deanna Dur- 
bin and Judy Garland, now stars in 








Both are strong entries. 
Pete Smith’s ‘Quickern a Wink,’ 
which treats in light fashion the 
latest in high speed light and super- 
photography. This and ‘Main Street 
on the March’ capture the solid out- 


together. 


bursts of applause. Latter is the 
dramatic compilation of newsree] 
and special material on national 


unity which John Nesbitt has put 
together so skillfuly and narrated 
with such deftness. 

‘The Boss Didn’t Say Good Morn- 
ing,’ a Carey Wilson study in psy- 


chology, is sufficiently different to 
satisfy. ‘Wanted a Master,’ Pete 
Smith specialty, is intriguing but 


far from his best. Nesbitt’s “This Is 
the Bowery’ is a powerful treatise on 
Manhattan’s underdog street and 
how many bowery bums are given a 
fresh start. The story is by Herbert 
Morgan, Metro’s eastern ad-public- 
ity chief, and pungent. 

Sole additional entry is a color- 
sound fantasy, with images repre- 
senting musical notes. It is em- 
ployed to illustrate what was being 
done to depict music by shape and 
form back in 1938, A full orches- 
tra symphony is played out with 
various hued discs, pyramids, rect- 
angles, cones, etc., with the extra 
amplification system here producing 
realistic effects. 

This faneiful color topic is inserted 
to start the anthology of short sub- 
jects, preceded by foreword by Will 
Hays. In toto, a first-rate show 
which might be remedied by less 
anthology and more varied enter- 
tainment, especially comedy. There 
also is the realistic angle as to 
whether the Broadway theatre pa- 
tron will pay 28c-44c (and 55c-75c on 
reserved seats) for an all-short show 
when two features are available 
right around the corner for almost 
the same fee—say, at the Mayfair. 

Metro need not deviate from its 
own product (though obviously a 
Disney-Mickey Mouse, a Paramount 
short or a Warner dramatic or ballet 
topic might bolster the b.o.) to 





brighten up this show. As substi- 


| outfit 
| which all military secrets are kept | 
their own right in features, appeared | 








tutes for the Smith ‘Wanted a Mas- 
ter,’ oné of the Nesbitt topics or 
Carey Wilson's subject, ‘Haiti, Land 
of Dark Majesty,’ Fi trick travel 
venture; ‘The Alley Cat,’ a color car- 
toon; “Willie and the Mouse’ and 
‘Wedding Bills,’ Nesbitt and Smith 
subjects, would fill the bill. Metro 
used these as part of a special pro- 
gram picked by Besa Short, Inter- 
state Circuit short feature specialist. 
Also there is a recent Crime Does 
Not Pay subject, ‘Don’t Talk,’ which 
would improve the bill. 


This Week’s New Shorts 


‘Snow Trails’ (Sports Review, 
20th-Fox, 10 mins.)—Ed Thorgersen 
dons snow shoes and skis to visit 
Sun Valley, with surprising results. 
Ski pictures are a dime a dozen, but 
this is not one of the 12. Personal 
touch with Thorgersen’s deft narra- 
tion on the pictures he and his cam- 
eraman took make it a snappy 10 
minutes. OK for any theatre. 

‘Cat Meets Mouse’ (Paul Terry 
cartoon, color, 20th, 7 mins.)—Con- 
siderably above average for this se- 
ries, but could have been outstand- 
ing with the pruning of absurdities 
contained in last two minutes. Not 
bad for many accounts. 

‘Eat Me Kitty Eight to the Bar’ 
(Paul Terry cartoon, 20th, 7 mins.) 
—Idea of a cat feeding birds and 
not chasing its arch enemy, the rat, 
had possibilities. Badly garbled here, 
with voices not helping. Strictly for 
juveniles, and even then rather blah. 

‘Hub of the World’ (World Today, 
20th, 9 mins.)—Fulton Lewis, Jr., 
currently Mutual radio commentator, 
takes a cruise around wartime Wash- 
ington, Supplies fair idea of thou- 
sands working there but one won- 
ders if the nation’s capital is really 
this dull. Lewis’ narrative voice in 
reel is more acceptable than his air- 
wave speaking voice. 

‘Funny Bunny Business’ (Paul 
Terry cartoon, 20th. 7 mins.)—Old 
man character which cartoonist 
Terry originally developed in his 
Aesop Fables is back again but he’s 
submerged under too much fancy 
action. He should have been made 
more prominent. Despite heavy slap- 
stick, fairly actionful and laughable. 

‘Sham Battie Shenanigans’ (Terry 
cartoon, color, 20th, 7 mins. )—Erratic 
goose and Segt. Cat manage some 
chuckles out of a fanciful sham bat- 
tle. Original twist is having the 
goose relate his experiences on radio 
program with a trio of singing 
doughnuts kidding recent song sigs 
on air. Intelligent cutting would 
have helped. Only so-so as is. 

‘America’s New Army’ (March of 
Time-RKO, 17 mins.) — Striking 
closeup of America’s current armed 
effort, told pugently and without 
pulling punches. Touches briefly on 
how the army had to carry on ma- 
neuvers without equipment not so 
long ago, but that the military forces 











now are getting needed armament 
and supplies in ever-increasing 
quantities. There’s a glimpse of the 


overhauling done after Pearl Har- 
bor to adjust the army to present- 
day conditions plus a vivid idea of 
types serving today, with typical en- 
listed men and non-coms speaking 
their pieces without tipping what 
they belong to. Manner in | 


out of the footage while a fine over: 
all picture is obtained of the U. S. 
Army is calculated to arouse patri- 
otism. Great photography, intelli- 
gent scripting and a smooth editing 
job makes this one of the best March 





Army-Navy Shows 


ontinued from page 4 


to 10 top names, in addition to many 
lesser film people with definite 
abilities at singing, dancing or other- 
wise entertaining in a show of this 


type. 

Mark Sandrich, Paramount pro- 
ducer, will put the unit together on 
the Coast, with a number of Holly- 
wood’s top writers contributing the 
material. Thomson returned to the 
Coast Sunday (5) to arrange for per- 
formers and writers. 


Largest available theatre or audi- 
torium will be used in each city for 
a one-performance stand. Preem on 
April 30 will be at the Capitol the- 
atre, Washington, D. C., with much 
fanfare, of course. From there the 
schedule is: May 1, Boston Garden, 
Boston; May 2, Convention Hall, 
Phila@elphia; May 3, Public Audito- 
rium, Cleveland; May 4, Syria 
Mosque, Pittsburgh; May 5, Fox or 
Auditorium, Detroit; May 6, Audi- 
torium, Chicago; May 7, Municipal 
Auditorium, St. Louis; May 8, Munic- 
ipal Opera House, Kansas City; May 
9, Shrine Auditorium, Des Moines; 
May 10, travel; May 11, Fair Grounds 
Auditorium, Dallas, and May 12, 
Auditorium, Houston. 


What the admish scale will be 
hasn’t been determined yet, but it is 
apparent that it will be high, inas- 
much as tickets will be easy to sell, 
and naturally it is desired to raise 
as much money as possible. 


Committee in charge of plans for 
the ‘Caravan’ includes Stanton Grif- 
fis, chairman of special events for 
the Navy Relief Society, chairman; 
Abe Lastfogel, William Morris 
agency exec and USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., head; Bob Weitman, manager 
of the New York Paramount the- 
atre; Howard Strickling, Coast pub- 
licity chief for Metro; Charles K. 
Feldman, Hollywood agent, vice- 
chairman of the Victory Committee 
and v.p. of USO-CSI; Mac Kreind- 
ler, of 21 Club, N. Y.; A. M. Bots- 
ford, pub-ad head of 20th-Fox; Louis 
(Eppy) Epstein, general manager 
for Al Jolson; Lt. Commander Bor- 
gen and Ensign Armand Deutsch, 
representing Navy Relief; Art 
Schmidt, of Metro publicity; Mark 
Sandrich, Tom Luckenbill, of J. Wal- 
ter Thompson ad agency; and Yeo- 
man Lou Mindling, formerly with 
CBS and MCA, and now stationed at 
the Great Lakes Naval Training Sta- 
tion, Chicago, who was summoned 
east on special duty with the show’s 
itinerary. 











Negro Hostesses 


Continued from page 4 














the Harlem canteen (non-pro) and 
favor the theatrical Canteen in the 
basement of the 44th Street the- 
atre. 


For a time, Jane Cowl, who is co- 
chairwoman with Selena Royale, had 
the ofay showgirls dancing with any 
soldier, as part of their patriotic 
duty, with few squawks resulting. 
Recent addition of young colored 
choristers, however, it is hoped, will 





of Time issues in some time. 
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Shepherd of the Ozarks 











battle between two branches of the 
U.S. army occurs, but the Weaver- 
villites think it a real attack and 
with guns and pitchforks set forth 
like the embattled farmers at Con- 
cord and Lexington to save Amer- 
ica from defeat. The situation is 
soon rectified and the village turns 
its property over to the army and 
receives a new site for a home from 
the repentant father of the lieuten- 
ant, who gets his gal. 

The three Weavers are about the 
same as usual. They dominate the 
film in their homey backwoods way, 
and generally carry off acting hon- 
ors. Marilyn Hare does an excellent 
job as the girl member of the fam- 
ily, and Frank Albertson is accept- 
able as the lieutenant. Thurston 
Hall, Johnny Arthur and William 
Hade lend good support in lesser 
roles. Eddy. 


Clifford Braun’s Estate 


Des Moines, April 7. 

The estate of Clifford B. Braun. 50, 
president of Ottumwa Theaters, Inc., 
Ottumwa, Ia., and last immediate 
member of the locally prominent 
theatre family, who died in May, 
1941, has been valued at $29,613, ac- 
cording to a probate inventory just 
filed. 

Mrs. Braun was named adminis- 
trator of the estate. 








eliminate any possibility of an inci- 


| dent. 


Each week the Canteen becomes 
more popular among boys of the 
Army and Navy on furlough in New 
York. That is indicated by the new 
highs in attendance, while the influx 
of w.k.s of the theatre to help en- 
tertain the visitors adds to the suc- 
cess of the unusual spot. Average 
number of men in uniform topped 
1,900 nightly last week, highest for a 
single day being Saturday (4), when 
the count was 2,493, and the total for 
the week was 14,321. 


Most costly donation was a grand 
piano, sent by Henry Steinway, who 
manufactures the instruments. Ann 
Corio sent $100 worth of cigarettes 
and another bunch of smokes was 
donated by Ed Sullivan, both mak- 
ing appearances in addition, Prizes 
for dance contests were donated b, 
a number of firms, including Aber- 
seg & Fitch, Sulka’s and Trip- 
er’s. 


Several evenings the canteen re- 
sembled celebrity nights. Katharine 
Cornell poured coffee at the food 
counter; Alfred Lunt dried dishes 
and cleared tables, while Lynn Fon- 
tanne was a hostess, also interview- 
ing boys for amateur show hours. 


The larder continues to be sup- 
plied by a flock of firms. While 
snacks are to be had by the boys 
between five in the afternoon and 
midnight, when the Canteen closes, 
it was noticed that sandwiches were 
left hardly touched on the tables 
late in the evening and such serv- 
ings may be discontinued after 10 
o'clock. 
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20 YEARS IN 
SHOW BUSINESS! 








and still 
soiIng 


STRONG! 


(In fact, he’s America’s No. 1 Box- 
office Star and his new role is a riot!) 


Nee PS A er : 


THE COURTSHIP 
of ANDY HARDY 


off to a sensational start! . 
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ALL OPENINGS! 


Glowing reports at press-time from: Chicago 
Los Angeles (two theatres day and date) * St. Louis + Boston (two theatres 
day and date) * Washington + Milwaukee * Kansas City » Akron ° Nashville 
Tulsa * Scranton * Sacramento ¢ Evansville » Wilkes-Barre » Niagara Falls 
Manchester * Springfield, Ill. + Johnstown + Terre Haute + Springfield, Mo. 


York * Lexington + Williamsport » Ogden + Jamestown + Richmond, Ind. | fala e pir eas 
Amsterdam * Ottumwa, Iowa * Newark, Ohio + Salem, Ore. + Bangor, Me. STONE « ROONEY 
Lafayette, Ind. » Wausau, Wisc. * Glens Falls. CECILIA FAY 


PARKER * HOLDEN 
CHICAGO, DETROIT, CINCINNATI AND ’FRISCO ANN RUTHERFORD » SARA HADEN 


START THE PARADE OF HOLD-OVERS! WATCH! ain ‘f 


GEORGE B. SEITZ + A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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Kudos From Boys for Camp Shows 








Shows sent to Army camps and 
naval bases by USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., since its organization last fall 
have been both highly praised and 
badly panned. Most of the criticism 
that has trickled back to New York 
has been bad. That's natural. Bad 
news always travels faster and far- 
ther than good, and panners are in- 
variably more loquacious than prais- 

rs. 

* And with 24 units assembled and 
sent on the road in a matter of days, 
were there no duds among them it 
wouldn’t be show business. It would 
be a miracle. 

But the USO in a few weeks is to 
start a campaign for the tremendous 
sum of $32,000,000, of which $4,000,000 
is to be spent on shows. Whether 
this money is being spent to the sat- 
isfaction of the boys who see the 
shows, doing the right job of bucking 
up morale, is of importance to every 
person in the United States and of 
particular interest to USO’s contrib- 
utors. ‘Variety,’ therefore, has asked 
boys with show business background 
in various camps throughout the 
country to give their own reactions 
and those of their fellows to the 
USO entertainment. Here are the 
first two letters: 





‘Harlem’ Unit Clicks 
Hq. 33d Inf. Tng. Bn., Camp 
Camp Croft, S. C., March 31. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Why shouldn’t I turn in a letter 
of thanks for the USO show play- 
ing Camp Croft right now? I man- 
age to see all the shows USO turns 
up here for our amusement or 
abusement about every two weeks. 
To date there has been not one sin- 
gle show worth thanking anycne 
for. That’s until today. This night 
afforded us a really magnificent 
show. ‘Harlem on Parade’ was the 
offering. It’s a Noble Sissle produc- 
tion staged by Robinson of the old 


Cotton Club. In the all-colored 
and talented cast were Eaddy 
Brown, Avis Andrews, three top 


dance teams, the Four Toppers, and 
a chorus that left you panting. 

Undoubtedly the top act was the 
chorus of 20 dusky misses, revolving, 
gyrating and hopping about in true 
Rockette fashion; no slow waltzes 
nor fox-trots—only the fastest and 
most intricate. Next best was Avis 
Andrews, who opened with “The Be- 
guine,’ socked it across and went 
into ‘Lover Come Back,’ followed by 
‘Underneath the Swanee Moon.’ The 
other acts, nameless to me, for my 
knowlege of colored talent has been 
too small herétofore, were equally 
spontaneous and fast. 

Thanks to (1) the colored race for 
establishing themselves definitely on 
the top for entertainment. Their 
efforts in our behalf will never be 
To see their happy, smil- 
ing faces behind lights instead of 
the ‘oh hum’ looks and actions off 

previous shows really was magnifi- 
cent. To (2) the USO for enabling 
us to see this splendid show. They 
have set a very high standard with 
‘Harlem on Parade’—let’s hope they 
will continue on the same level. To 
(3) you, ‘Variety,’ and all the other 
showmen for encouraging and arous- 
ing the interest in the USO. And to 
(4) all the many professionals who 
stoop to us amateurs in this show- 
bereft Camp. 
Corp. Wm. R. Sweigart, 
(Hq., 33d Inf. Tng. Bn.) 
Does An About-Face 
Camp Polk, La., April 1. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Almost a year ago I wrote you a 
letter berating the shows sent to en- 
tertain us ‘in-for-a-year’ boys; the 
little two-bit, money-gyabbing af- 
fairs that a _ respectable carnival 
would have nothing to do with. Since 
then we have become ‘in-until-we- 
win’ boys, and that has not been the 
only change. The entertainment 
given us is as different from that of 
last year at this time as the Army 
of today is as different from last 
year’s. 

Here at Camp Polk, La., we are 
literally 100 miles from nowhere. 
The two nearest towns boast—al- 
though why is a question—popula- 
tions of 3,000 and 5,000. Outside of 
going to one of the many ‘juke joints’ 
in these places, the only other thing 
to do for entertainment is to go to 
one of the movie houses. One town 
has three and the other two. Until 
& few months ago they used to show 
pictures ‘way ahead of the two camp 
theatres, but now that procedure has 
been reversed. In fact it is not un- 
usual for us to see pictures here on 

‘the post well in advance of their 
major city showings. 

Now to the live entertainment. 
Last summer we had three or four 
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Indian Givers 





Ted Goldsmith, Dick Maney’s 
associate p.a., is skedded to take 


his Army vows tomorrow 
(Thursday). So last night the 
press agents’ chapter of the 


Association of Theatrical Agents 
and Managers tossed a tremend- 
ous going-away party for him 
and handed him an elegant pres- 
ent. 

Stipuletion was made, how- 
ever, that if Goldsmith doesn’t 
pass his physical, he’s to throw 
a similar party for the union 
within a couple of weeks. He’s 
also to pass on the present to 
the next legit p.a. inducted, who 
is expected to be Max Gendel, 
of the Shubert office. 
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visits from the ‘Show Buses.” We 
liked them very much and they gave 
us a good hour’s amusement. Then 
in the fall we got the first USO- 
Camp Shows, Inc., entertainment. 


Every two weeks since that time 
the USO has sent around a unit. 
They have ranged from good 
to very good. Oddly enough, the 
one that seemed most similar to 
what you would see in the northern 
presentation houses, was Ada Leon- 
ard’s ‘All-Girl Revue.’ It was a very 
good show and the first one to make 
any real use of lighting effects. Also 
it was just about the best attended. 
The fact that it was composed en- 
tirely of femmes was far from a 
drawback of course, and the s.a.’ish 
placard used to herald its arrival 
was not exactly a hindrance either. 


A couple of weeks ago we had the 
first ‘legit?’ show—‘Junior Miss.’ It 
was also the first show to play un- 
der the no-admission setup. While 
not at all as extensively advertised 
as the previous vaude units, on the 
first night it played to a capacity 
house, and on the second to one that 
was a good three-quarters filled. 
Word-of-mouth, as you people would 
say, was very good. There was very 
little heckling of the players by the 
soldiers, too. 

A week after ‘Junior Miss’ we had 
our first concert attraction—Alec 
Templeton. He played in the Field 
House, an enormous building that 
can seat 5,000, usually used for ath- 
letic events. It was barely half filled 
for his excellent hour and a quarter 
recital given in an 85-degree tem- 
perature without intermission. 

The fact that he was to come here 
and play was first made known three 
days before the concert and then it 
was given what amounted to whis- 
pered publicity. If his appearance 
had been given just half the fan- 
fare the shows got, it would un- 
doubtedly have been different. His 
coming may have been a last minute 
arrangement though. 

To sum it all up the entertain- 
ment sent us now is really swell and 
it has bolstered our opinion of the 
USO 100%. To them and anyone 
else responsible, our thanks, and we 
sure hope they ‘keep ’em coming.’ 

Richard B. Sweetser, Sgt., 
Service Co., 7th Armored 
Division, Camp Polk, La. 


Montreal Chain Shows 
$120,763 Net Profit 


Montreal, April 7. 

United Amusement Corp., Ltd., 
operating seven neighborhood pic- 
ture houses in and around Montreal, 
in report for year ended Dec. 31, 
1941, just issued, shows net profits, 
after expenses, taxes, depreciation 
and interest, of $120,763, equal to 
$1.50 a share on 80.829 no var value 
shares of the corporation. This com- 
pares with net profit of $93,788, equal 
to $1.16 per share in previous year. 

Gross operating profit and other 
income showed an increase in 1941 
at $977,610 as compared with $673,- 
093 in 1940. Taxes were nearly dou- 
ble at $552,421 against $284,519. Divi- 
dends of 80c per share were paid in 
1941 and 1940. Balance sheet shows 
current assets at $540,499 and cur- 
rent liabilities at $164,382 against 
$401,264 and $115,560 in 1940. 


Warmed Over Bounce 


Hollywood, April 7. 

‘Hot Rubber,’ first film to hang a 
title on the tire shortage, went into 
production yesterday (Mon.) at 
Monogram as one of three pictures 
slated for early production by King 
Bros. Others are ‘A Million Spies’ 
and ‘Blood Money.’ 

Scripts were turned in by Henry 
Miller, Henry Blankfort and Donald 
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Coast Told How to Fight 
Fire Bombs From Screen 


Los Angeles, April 7. 
B. V. Sturdivant, local co-ordi- 
nator of the War Activities Commit- 
tee, has booked the Civilian De- 
fense subject, ‘Fighting Fire Bombs,’ 
into 622 theatres in Southern Cali- 
fornia. 


Government is vitally concerned 
in preparing the entire population 
of the West Coast for possible bomb- 
ing raids. Reel is being distributed 
through the Warner exchange, 


US. Pix Biz War 
Co-op ‘Amazes 
Can. Showman 


Joe Franklin (and Herschorn), 
Canadian showman, passing through 
New York en route back to his St. 
John, New Brunswick, headquarters 
from a protracted Miami Beach va- 
cation, expresses amazement at the 
all-out U.S, show business support 
for the war effort. He contrasts that 
with the sundry drives which the 
Dominion government handles di- 
rectly in Canada and with which 
the theatres and talent cooperate. 
But, he adds, in the States it seems 
as if the theatre must not only con- 
tribute the talent and resources, but 
also manage i.d organize the berie- 
fits for the sundry Army, Navy and 
other relief funds. 


In comparison to this, exhibitor 
Franklin observes that a Lew Ayres 
type of episode, none-the-less, doesn't 
deter putting Hollywood or the pic- 
ture business on the pan, forgetting 
it’s an isolated and strictly individual 
case, and that the industry at large 
more than does its share, 

Franklin was able to get funds 
released from the Dominion, for his 
Florida vacation, only upon proof of 
his illness, necessitating some three 
or four months’ hiatus. 




















Priorities 


Continued from page 5 





tion to help the war effort via the 
most effective medium of sight and 
sound entertainment. They point out, 
also, that war measures restricting 
use of automobiles and eventually 
cutting down on civilian consump- 
tion of clothing, food and luxury 
articles, will act as a terrific hypo 
at the boxoffice. Inadvertently, these 
war measures are in effect a present 
to the film industry. 

Because of the situation which in- 
creases business in theatres, where 
other industries have been crippled, 
showmen point out that the industry 
should be ready and anxious to help 
in any way the Government may ask 
and that the slogan of ‘business as 
usual’ will go out the window if 
need be. 

Important Medium 


In this respect pictures are osten- 
sibly keeping in line. Via the screen 
with some 80,000,000 attendance 
weekly, the Government has use of 
one of the mest potent media in the 
country at little or no cost, as com- 
pared with outlay of some $25,000,000 
a year for maintaining Army and 
Navy press relations staffs (includ- 
ing censors) of all types. 

President Roosevelt last week 
confirmed report that he had been 
working on plan toc ccnsolidate al! 
war publicity into a single agency, 
though no system had yet been de- 
vised which would be acceptable. 

Office of Facts and Figures, under 
Archibald MacLeish, employs be- 
tween 235 and 250 people. Salaries 
for group under Coordinator of In- 
formation Col. William Donovan are 
around $205,000 annually, with an 
additional $1,000,000 for special serv- 
ices. Salaries for Lowell Mellett’s 
Office of Government Reports, in- 
cluding division of press intelligence 
and U. S. Information Service, are 





$663,698. Army and Navy depart- 
ments have smallest budgets... 
around $76,000 each annually exclu- 
sive of personnel. 

Via films the Government has at 
its disposal a medium admittedly 
considered so powerful its value can- 
not be measured in terms of coin. 
Showmen contend, nevertheless, that 
the industry must maintain its use- 
fulness and even originate proposals 
to help the war effort in order to 








continue in present favored status. 
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(4th St. Theatre Bldg., N. ¥.) 
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By RADIE HARRIS 


Conversation overheard between 
a couple of gobs: ‘I sit down at a 
table and Lynn Fontanne comes over 
and I have my picture taken with 
her and then I sit down at another 
table and Freddie March hands me 
a tray and Alfred Lunt picks it up! 
And now I bet my sweetheart will 
never believe it when I write her!’ 





Cupid has struck his first official 
dart among the 1,100 _ hostesses. 
Helene LeBerthon met Merchant 
Marine Colin Charles Kirby of the 
Royal Navy her first night on duty 
and it was a case of spontaneous 
combustion. They are now officially 
engaged and when there’s a ring on 
the right finger, it doesn’t infringe 
on the ‘no dating’ rules of the Stage 
Door Canteen! 





Constance Collier, who serves as 
senior hostess every Wednesday 
night, was approached for a dance 
by an excited Corporal who recog- 
nized a familiar face from the 
screen. 

‘But you don’t want to dance with 
me,’ she demurred, ‘when there are 
so many young and beautiful girls 
around!’ 

‘Listen, lady,’ was his retort, ‘it's 
you I want for my partner and if you 
will dance just one dance with me, 
the first four Japs I bring back are 
yours!’ 

Miss Collier says that in all her 
years in the theatre, she has never 
been so highly complimented. 





Five Dutch boys, who were 
wounded on a torpedoed boat and 
have been interned hereabouts for 
convalescence, dropped in for their 
first visit and were so overwhelmed 
by the hospitality accorded them 
that the only one of them who could 
speak English said to Marian Sweet, 
one of the hostesses: 

‘My friends and I would like to 
show how much we have enjoyed it 
here, and so please could we give 
our monthly pay envelopes as a 
small expression of our thanks?’ 





Mary Jane Walsh, who hasn't 
missed a Thursday night with the 
‘Let’s Face It’ company, has become 
a great favorite with the boys, espe- 
cially when she sings her ‘Lulu’ 
number. The other night one of the 
regulars, afraid she might omit it 
from her repertoire, yelled out, 
‘Don’t forget the one where you end 
with a bump!’ 





The Harlem boys from above and 
below the Mason-Dixon Line have 
discovered ‘Heaven on 44th Street’ 
and are flocking to the Canteen, not 
only to applaud their favorites, Ethel 
Waters, Hazel Scott, Mabel Mercer, 
Jimmie Daniels, ete., but also to 
dance with the 50 colored junior 
hostesses and to be greeted by the 
five senior hostesses, Dorothy Peter- 
son, Oscella Archer, Ruth Carle, Mrs. 
J. Rosamond Johnson and Abby 
Mitchell, 

The welcome mat extended to the 
colored clan is directly in line with 
the American Theatre Wing’s policy 
of an ‘open door’ to everyone. re- 
gardless of race, color and creed, and 
the boys’ reaction to this reception 
is best expressed in the following 
story: 

Antoinette Perry went over to a 
colored boy the other evening, ex- 
tended her hand and said: 

‘Is there anything I can do for 
you?’ 

Instead of answering, he put his 
hand up to his throat. 

‘Oh, I’m sorry! Have you a sore 
throat?’, Miss Perry wanted to know. 

*No,’ was his simple retort, ‘but i 
have such a lump in my throat from 
everyone being so wonderful to me 
here that I can hardly talk.’ 





Freddie March, when he played 
bus-boy the other evening from 9 
to 12, was deluged with questions 
from Adrian to Zanuck, but the one 
most predominating centered around 
Lew Ayres and his ‘conscientious 
objecting.” Some of the boys views 
on the subject were tres interesting! 





Vinton Freedley, walking into the 
dressing room the night his ‘Let’s 
Face It’ company appeared, had 
tangible evidence of the hit he has 
at the Imperial. There on the coat- 
rack were eight silver fox jackets 
and three mink coats! 





Now that Broadway Sam and all 
the other boxoffice speculators have 
joined the ranks of bus-boys, some 
wag wants to know if the ‘scalpers’ 
will only clean up the front tables 
and the critics those on the aisles! 


Zukor to Head 
Industry's Drive 
On War Bonds 





Show business methods for selling 
war stamps, instead of haphazard 
half-measures so far adopted, were 
approved by the U. S. Treasury de- 
partment last Thursday (2) follow. 
ing confabs in Washington with 
Adolph Zukor, Joe Bernhard, Si 
Fabian and Harry Brandt. Film in- 
dustry execs went to Washington on 
invitation of Secretary of the Treas- 
ury Henry Morgenthau, Jr., to map 
plans for nationwide campaign in 
theatres to hypo sale of stamps and 
bonds. 


Understanding is that Zukor may 
assume chairmariship of the cam- 
paign, which is to be lined up on 
basis whereby sales can be maine 
tained at a high level for the dura- 
tion. 


Though general plan has been ap- 
proved by the Treasury Department, 
details remain to be ironed out, 
Meeting of the War Activities Com- 
mittee has been scheduled early this 
week to mobilize all industry ex- 
ploitation forces in collaboration 
with studio and theatre operating 
heads. 


Meeting has been held with of- 
ficials of the Hollywood Victory 


Committee whose affiliated members 
promised full cooperation. 





| é aoe? 
Metro’s ‘Cabin 
Continued from page 3 


a point in this particular film and 
doesn’t necessarily hold true gener- 
ally. What the southland objected 
to was the lovemaking scenes in the 
picture. Anything but that, was the 
word. Nevertheless, another point 
that must certainly not creep in is 
allowing a Negro to get the best of 
an ofay. That can be eliminated, of 
course, by having no whites in the 
film. 
‘Porgy and Bess’? 


Effect of the purchase of ‘Cabin’ 
makes the film future of ‘Porgy and 
Bess’ somewhat problematical, inas- 
much as they are both Negro musi- 
cals. One report is that Metro 
bought ‘Cabin,’ for which it paid 
$40,000, to circumvent the buying of 
‘Porgy,’ for which prices as high as 
$200,000 are being asked. If Metro 
gets ‘Cabin’ in work right away, it’ 
doubtful that any other studio wil 
want to follow it right up with 
‘Porgy.’ 

On the other hand, it is under- 
stood that Metro is the studio prin- 
cipally interested in ‘Porgy’ and it is 
thought that it has some idea for 
combining the two. As a matter of 
fact, Metro’s plans for use of ‘Cabin’ 
are being kept hush-hush, with few 
people around either studio or home- 
office even knowing it was bought. 

William F. Rodgers, Metro’s v.p. in 
charge of distribution, whose job it 
will be to sell the film—in the south 
as well as everywhere else—declared 
he didn’t even know the studio had 
acquired ‘Cabin’ until questioned on 
his selling plans for it by a ‘Variety’ 
reporter. 


‘Satchmo’ Pic Shelved 


Another film with a mixed cast, 
a biography of musician Louis Arm- 
strong, has been at least temporarily 
shelved by RKO. Orson Welles was 
supposed to make it, although @ 
spokesman for him in Hollywood this 
week said ‘it was just another project 
that never got beyond the talk stage.’ 

Meantime, however, Armstrong 
has been paid off the $15,000 he was 
to get for appearing in the picture 
and as technical aide. Duke Elling- 
ton, who was doing music for the 
pic as well as working with Elliott 
Paul on the story, was also paid off. 
Foldo of the project is coincident 
with collapse of many other projects 
and release of producers from the 
RKO lot since new studio manage- 
ment took over about six weeks ago. 

Another Negro idea up is that of 
Preston Sturges and Charles Ford, 
pianist and arranger, for a life of 
Bert Williams, one of the greatest of 
colored entertainers. They’re under- 
stood to have talked it over with 
Paramount. 

Ethel Waters, who starred in the 
Broadway version of ‘Cabin,’ has 
been tapped to repeat in the film, in- 
asmuch as she is one of the few 
Negro b.o. names. Book for the mu- 
sical was by Lynn Root, lyrics by 
John Latouche and music by Ver- 
non Duke. It was presented by Al 
Lewis in association with Vinton 





Freedley. 
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No Beach Congestion Ordered: 
That Kayoes Pet Summer Alibi 
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Hollywood, April 7. 

It's not altogether an ill wind 
blown up by the war for Coast Pic- 
ture Houses. Hit by this and that 
regulation and restriction, exhibitors 
can take heart from a ukase by 
Army officers to keep beaches free 
of heavy crowd concentration this 
summer. 

Major General E. J. Dawley, com- 
manding San Pedro sector, said the 
move is logical as the enemy might 
plan nuisance or demoralizinz raids 
at a time when congestion existed at 
public beaches, During hot months 
as many as half million crowd 
peaches along thé Venice, Ocean 
Park and Santa Monica front. Hard- 
est hit will be the beach concession- 
aries. 

This also means theatre managers 
will have to find a alibi for any sum- 
mer slump in biz, as exodus to 
beaches is always surefire with 
district managers. 





Atlanta Mayor Slaps 
Down L&J on Owl Shows 


Atlanta, April 7. 


The city of Atlanta banned mid- 
night shows, both film and stage, 
Monday (6), with Mayor George 
Lyle pushing through council an 
ordinance providing fine of $100 for 
each patron remaining in a thea- 
tre after 12 Saturday midnight. 

Action was culmination of battle 
between Mayor and Arthur Lucas, 
president of Lucas & Jenkins chain, 
in which Lucas announced he would 
disregard the original request of the 
mayor that late shows be discon- 
tinued. Mayor Lyle, who assumed 
office only a few weeks ago, declared 
in the daily press early last week 
that the late shows were having a 
demoralizing effect on the city’s 
youth. He contended that patronage 
was limited to school-teen-age beys 
and girls, that they stayed up too 
late at theatre, couldn’t wake up 
early enough to attend church and 
Sunday school. 


Lucas countered with announce- 
ment that he would not operate last 
Saturday (4) because he realized 
there were special Easter sunrise 
services, etc., which youngsters 
should attend. But he added that 
beyond Easter Saturday, he intended 
to ‘operate as usual.’ 


‘We have laws here in Atlanta, 
and people cannot just flagrantly 
violate them—and then brag about 
violating them,’ Mayor Lyle told 
‘Variety’ as he signed the ordnance 
immediately after its 9-6 passage. 
‘We're not going to tolerate any one 
here who has no regard for our 
laws,’ the mayor added . 


“We're not after anything else but 
these midnight movie shows,’ he con- 
tinued. ‘We’re not going to inter- 
fere with hotels and the floor shows 
they have, because their clientele is 
different. And we want to be fair 
in this thing too. If there is some 
organization which wants to have 
some special show, on nights like 
New Year’s Eve, as long as I’m 
miyor I'll be happy to give them a 
Special permit for that night.” 


_Lucas was out cf town when coun- 
cil action came, and no official com- 
ment was available from organiza- 
tion as to future action. 





CUTLER’S INDIES 





First Crop Via. PRC—Now Dickering | 


Columbia 





Pittsburgh, April 7. 

Lester Cutler, local business man 
with oil interests on Coast, is back in 
town with a print of his first inde- 
pendently produced picture, ‘The 
Panther’s Claw,’ for a series of pre- 
views before home-town exhibs and 
newspapermen. Film will be dis- 
tributed by Producers Releasing 
Corp., as will his second movie, ‘Gal- 
lant Lady,’ which he finished before 
= Hollywood couple of weeks 

0. 

Before returning to Coast, Cutler 
will go from here to New York for a 
Series of conferences with Jack Cohn, 
of Columbia, relative to that com- 
pany distributing his future product. 
He’s already lined up a flock of story 
Properties, including a new one by 
Clarence Buddington Kelland, ‘House 
of Cards.’ Cutler is also plotting a 
Series of service comedies with Patsy 
Kelly and Zasu Pitts as a femme 
Abbott & Costello team. 





Tram Trouble 


Hollywood, April 7. 

War is causing a shortage of 
subway cars in Hollywood al- 
though the town is 3,000 miles 
from the LR.T. Studios once 
used old Pacific Electric inter- 
urban rolling stock for interior 
shots on subway trains, but there 
has been so heavy an increase of 
traffic in southern California 
that the old cars are back in 
commission, 

Columbia had to build its own 
coaches for underground shots 
in ‘He Kisse@ the Bride.’ 


NO USO COLLECTIONS 
IN THEATRES THIS YR. 


Although the USO received more 
than $1,000,000 from collections taken 
in theatres last year, it will ask for 
no coin in the houses during the 
campaign for $32,000,000 which will 
get under way shortly. 

Theatres will cooperate, however, 
by showing a special trailer asking 
that contributions be made via an 
individual’s regular zone collector. 


They Train and Fight 
On Sundays, So Why 
Not Films on Sunday? 


Athens, Ga., April 7. 

Sunday film ban here has drawn 
fire of League of Women Voters. 
Angry Temmes argue that since serv- 
ice men fight on Sunday they are 
entitled to recreation on 7th day too. 

Athens’ municipal poppas were 
served with statement signed by 
women voters and asking for Sun- 
day shows 2 until 5 p.m. 

Said they: 

‘Our boys are attacked on Sun- 
days, our boys fight on Sundays and 
they die on Sundays. The rest of 
the time they work. Men in train- 
ing have one day of rest—Sunday. 

‘A large percent of our boys have 
a long and lonely time on their one 
day of leisure—Sunday.’ 


























‘Porgy’s’ Profit 























\————— Continued from page 35am 


‘Porgy’ angels was $25,000, and in 
addition there is a sinking fund of 
$15,000. Coin earned represents the 
net profit in the first two months, 
indicating that the show is making 
around $5,000 weekly. Money for 
the production was promoted by 
Jean Dalrymple and John Wildberg, 
the latter being associated with 
Cheryl Crawford in reviving the mu- 
sical. The former is the show’s press 
agent. 

Contrary to general belief there 
are but six people having pieces of 
‘Porgy’ in addition to Miss Craw- 
ford and Wiidberg, while but two 
are in show business—Claudia Mor- 
gan and Miss Dalrymple. Principal 
backers are William Jacobs, a down- 
town broker, and Lawrence Gelb, 
millionaire cosmetician. Rose Gersh- 
win, mother of the late composer, 
also has an interest. Wildberg is 
now in Government service with the 
Office of Facts and Figures, it be- 
ing a full-time job. 

Theatre Guild, which originally 
produced ‘Porgy’ and took it on the 
chin financially, is not in on the re- 
vival. Guild had the revival rights 
for a number of years, but finally let 
the-option lapse. 











Evans In Camps 
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should have their aesthetic appe- 
tites satisfied. 

He took away charts of the Army 
theatres with a view to seeing how 
their facilities would fit into his 
plans. Result of the conferences 
is that the Shakespearian star will 
try out versions of ‘Hamlet’ and 
‘Macbeth’ in two Army camps after 
his road tour is over. If Old Man 
Shakespeare clicks at Forts Belvoir 
and Meade, experimental spots, 
Camp Shows, Inc., may consider a 
more extended schedule and route. 








LANUCK’S MILITARY 
HEGIRA TO CAPITAL 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Darryl Zanuck, chairman, and 
Gordon Mitchell, manager of the 
Academy Research Council, planed 
to Washington for conferences with 
the Chief Signal Officer on produc- 
tion of training films. 

While in the capital they’ll run off 
several training pictures for the 
War Department. 


CLAIM FCC OK 
ON US. BONDS 
GIVEAWAY 


Philadelphia, April 7. 

A new giveaway which combines 
‘Bank Night’, ‘Pot of Gold’ and a 
couple of other gimmicks, plus a 
patriotic theme, makes its bow in 
Philly nabes soon. The plan has 
the okay of the local city fathers, 
who have banned all gimmicks in 
the past on the charges of ‘illegal 
lottery’. It also has the approval of 
the FCC, according to its sponsors, 
who report it has been given a few 
pats by the Treasury Department be- 
cause it’s designed to stimulate sale 
of defense bonds and stamps. 

The stunt is labeled ‘Bonds for 
Victory’ and is owned by the Bonds 
for Victory Radio Theatre Co. David 
W. Yaffe, local attorney-exhibitor, is 
one of the principals. 


Navy Jive 


By LOU MINDLING 
(Ex-CBS, Now at Great Lakes, II.) 

Bandy: Bandmaster. 

Ruffles: Not related to Raffles; 
the bugle call from the admiral. 

Hit the Deck: Get out of the ham- 
mock; not a musical. 

Square It: Not to pay your bill, 
but to straighten your hat. 

Hash marks: Not spots from eat- 
ing, but service stripes. 

O. G. U.: Like Oh You Kid, but 
meaning an out-going unit. 

The Head: Not the boss, but the 
washroom. 

Liberty: Shore leave. 

S. S.: Service School. 

P, M.: Not the newspaper, but the 
provost marshal or commissioner of 
police to you. 

Boot: Not an I. Miller shoe, but 
sailors in recruit training. 

Kildare Staff: Hospital Corps men. 

Cat Fever: Flu in any form. 

















Ship’s Co.: Station personnel. 
Admiral: Sailor with a lot of 
mouth. 


Secure: Everything O.K. 

Swing It: Does not mean to dance 
to Sammy Kaye, but to set your 
hammock. 

Field Day: Not a track meet, but 
the day you clean from top to bot- 
tom and back. 

Hit the rail: Does not mean to get 
a drink—but get out of the way. 

Swab: Not for your throat, but 
clean those decks. 

Scuttlebutt: Rumor. 

Working Party: A group of guys 
that will find out what work means. 


Cincus: Not doughnut, but Comdr: 
in Chief U. S. Fleet. 


Theatre Upbeat 
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eV SI 
of recreation and amusement, the 


resume concludes. 
Article quotes Census of Business 


figures to show that motion picture 


theatres, including vaudfilmers, ac- 
count for more than two-thirds of 
total money from all types of com- 
mercial entertainment enterprise 
though the number of houses 
amounts to only about a third of 
total, including bowling alleys, bil- 
liard parlors, etc. 

Citing that entertainment is a 
fundamental need in war, the bank 
resume points to the notable in- 
crease in motion picture theatre at- 
tendance in Great Britain during 
the war—about 33% higher than in 
any peacetime year—illustrating the 
necessity for this sort of amusement. 





To the Soil Men 


Hollywood, April 7. 

How to be a farmer anywhere 
from Alaska to Cape Horr is 
the general theme of a series of 
animated films to be produced 
at the Walt Disney studio under 
supervision of Dr. Earl N. Bress- 
man, chief of the Agricultural 
Division of the Nelson Rocke- 
feller office of Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs. 

Idea is to teach farmers in 
North and South America to 
raise necessities for the western 
hemisphere and to develop its 
natural resources, not only for 
wartime but for postwar devel- 
opments. 











JUST A TRAILER 


Pearson-Allen’s Spiel for Hitchcock 
Part of ‘Saboteur’ Bally 








Alfred Hitchcock is not going into 
Government service he said Mon- 


for the Coast. Drew Pearson and 
Robert S. Allen reported on their 


Sunday night broadcast from Wash- 
ington that the directcr would short- 
ly take leave of Hollywood for an 
official job. 

Hitchcock declared he was not 
certain of his next picture assign- 
ment, but that it would be up to 
David O. Selznick, who owns his 
contract. He said it might be a film 
for Selznick or another for Univer- 
sal, for whom he just completed ‘Sa- 
boteur.’ 

Pearson and Allen will sponsor the 
preem of ‘Saboteur’ in Washington. 
Hitchcock said that the mention of 
him on their radio show was merely 
buildup for the opening. — 





Woolen Uniforms of Boys 
Hints a Canteen Problem; 


Monday Lacks Talent 


Thick woolen uniforms of service- 
men visiting the Stage Door Can- 
teen in New York have already 


brought up problem of temperature. 
This will be a summer difficulty 
of major dimensions. 

Canteen ran into entertainment 
difficulties Monday night (6) when 
no orchestra and, very little talent 
showed up to supplement the hos- 
tesses. Jukebox is inadequate sub- 
stitute for live music. 


A.M. Pix Shows 


Continued from page 4 





























could be built up on a profitable 
week around basis. When the de- 
fense industries are booming at full 
strength there will be somewhere 
between 100,000 and 200,000 men 
working on that late trick. Several 
of the all-night houses, with noth- 
ing but third and fourth runs to 
offer, have reported a heavy late 
hour attendance previously. 





| Loew’s Cleve. Houses 
Reward War Workers 


Cleveland, April 7. 

| Chamber of commerce’s campaign 
ito keep factory wor’ers happy, par- 
| ticularly those on a seven-day work- 
ing schedule, is receiving some time- 
| ly support from Loew’s theatres 
| through a tie-in that is partly 
answering the entertainment prob- 
lem. 

Collaborating with Cleveland 
Press, Scripps-Howard sheet, circuit 
is giving theatre passes as a token 
of thanks to workers :n Cleveland’s 
busiest and most vital war plants. 
Ten names are picked at random 
from rolls of five different factories 
each week. Winners and their entire 
families are given choice of seeing 
any one of four shows in Loew’s 
houses supervised by Charles Ray- 
mond. 

Plants are rotat.i weekly, but 
general idea is to offer every em- 
ployee in a key industry a chance 
to see a free show. Factory owners 
|also cooperating by granting the 
| winners time off on their lucky days, 
|as part of the ‘Keep "Em Happy’ 
campaign 








day (6) before leaving New York: 








Danny Kaye Does Solo N.Y. Nitery 
Benefit, Sells $150,000 US. Bonds 


af 


Danny Kaye, back at his old haunt 
at La Martinique, N. Y., nitery, for a 
one-nighter Sunday (5), cracked 
some sort of a one-man benefit rec- 
ord by selling $155,000 in Defense 
Bonds. He was on the floor (at the 
end almost literally) in topping his 
self-set goal of $100,000 for the occa- 
sion, 

Comedy star of ‘Let’s Face It,’ Cole 
Porter musical at the Imperial, N. Y., 
auctioned a performance of his 
‘Stanislavsky’ number for the pur- 
chase of $25,000 worth of Bonds, 
$10,000 of which was bought by 
Benay Venuta. His ‘Melody in Four 
F’s’ number drew an almost as large 
bid. Incidentally, Miss Venuta’s 
table won the special prize of a 
bottle of champagne donated by 
Sylvia Fine (Mrs. Kaye) for its pur- 
chase of a total of $26,025 in the 
Government securities. Next high- 
est table totaled $31,000 worth. 

At one point during the evening, 
someone offered to buy $5,000 worth 
if Tallulah Bankhead would do a 
scene from ‘The Little Foxes,’ her 
legit success of two seasons ago. Ac- 
tress refused, but offered to imper- 
sonate Ethel Barrymore in “The Corn 
Is Green’ for a $10,000 purchase. 
When that was forthcoming and Miss 
Bankhead had done the bit, she 
offered to buy $5,000 worth if the 
audience would promise not to tell 
about seefng the impersonation. She 
was taken up on that, too. 

Waiters at the Martinique, with 
whom Kaye is a favorite and several 
of whom he included in bits of his 
act when he played the nitery last 
season, not only bought $25 bonds 
apiece, but refused to give their 
pledge cards to the American Wo- 
men Volunteers Service members 
present for that purpose. They in- 
sisted on handing the pledges to the 
comic personally. Members of Emil 
Coleman’s orchestra also bought $23 
bonds apiece. 

Kaye did one number gratis. It 
was ‘Molly Malone’ and he sang it 
at the request of four New Zealand 
Air Force members in the audience, 
Also present and getting a tremen- 
dous hand was Lt. Edward O’Hare, 
the U. S. flyer famed for his, ‘Sight- 
ed sub, sank same.’ Lindy, the res- 
taurateur, not the trans-Atlantic 
flyer, wasn’t present, but bought 
$1,000 in bonds by wire. Eddie Can- 
tor wired for $25,000 worth. 

Among the capacity audience of 
350 were Hildegarde, Garson Kanin, 
Mark Hellinger and Gladys Glad 
(Mrs. Hellinger), the Alfred Hitch- 
cocks, the C. V. R. Thompsons (Dixie 
Tighe), Benny Davis, Benny Baker, 
Dan Golenpaul, Maj. Alexander de 
Seversky, Gene Sheldon, the Heasley 
Twins, Estelita, and countless other 
names, 

Incidentally, Kaye’s idea of having 
various stars set Defense Bond-sell- 
ing quotas for themselves still ap- 
pears to be a solo effort. He made 
the suggestion recently to the Treas- 


1} ury Department, but no other 1.ame 


performers are known to have taken 
up the proposal. 


Academy Group Aids USS. 
On Signal Corps Enlistees 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Committee to cooperate with the 
War Department on the choice of 
enlistments in Signal Corps Reserve 
units was announced by Darryl F. 
Zanuck, chairman of the Research 
Council of the Academy. 

Col. Nathan Levinson is chairman 
of the committee. Other members 
are John Aalberg, S. J. Briskin, Ber- 
nard Brown, Hector Dods, Farciot 
Edouart, E. H. Hansen, John Liva- 
dary, C. L. Lootens, Wesley C. Mil- 
ler, Gordon S. Mitchell, T. T. Moul- 
ton, J. M. Nickolaus, Elmer Raguse, 
Douglas Shearer and Roy Seawright, 











THE LONG RIDE ENDS 
Holiywood, April 7. 

Tex Ritter and Biil Elliott climbed 
into the saddle yesterday (Mon.) for 
the last of their 1941-42 co-starrers 
at Columbia, ‘Vengeance of the West.’ 

Lambert Hillyer directs the Leon 
Barsha production with Adele Mara 
as femme lead. 





Hot Springs, Ark., April 7. 

Tex Ritter, cowboy screen hero, 
wound up a 12-week tour of pere- 
sonal appearances at Searcy, Ark. 
last Saturday (4). 
’ Ritter and members of his troupe 
headed for Hollywood where he re- 
sumes in Columbia westerns. 
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Lo, the Poor Indie 





Hollywood, April 7. 


Smaller indie producers are feeling the weight of war through the 
regulations laid down by the Army and Navy in the coastal zone. 


Harbor backgrounds, once used by quickies for free, are out. 
camps and airports for filming are tabu. 


Army 
Private airplanes are 


grounded in the State of California and indie producers can’t afford 


to move their troupes into Nevada or Arizona. 


Most of the indie 


pictures depend on action, which can’t be filmed free any more. 
The quickie boys are figuring out a new set of backgrounds to fit 


their limited budgets 











“a ent en A 


PAR WILL KEEP EIGHT 
PIX ROLLING IN APRIL 


Hollywood, April 7. 
Burst of production speed at Para- 
mount sends eight features to the 
starting line this month, beginning 
with ‘Wake Island.’ 
Others are “Triumph Over Pain,’ 
‘Happy Go Lucky,’ ‘I Married a 








Witch,’ ‘No Time for Love,’ ‘Lady | 


Bodyguard,’ ‘Silver Queen’ and 


‘Wrecking Crew.’ 


Ilka Chase’s Book Click 
A Trailer for Pic Chore 


Ilka Chase and her agent-husband, 
Bill Murray, head of radio for Wil- 
liam Morris agency, aver that her 
‘Past Imperfect’ autobiog has trail- 
erized the actress’ forthcoming chore 
in a Warner Bros. picture, ‘Now 
Voyager.’ She leaves for the Coast 
this weekend. The book, which got 
an unusually strong press, has hit 
130,000 copies, in its sixth edition, 
including 75,000 copies via the Lit- 
erary Guild. 

Miss Chase will continue her ‘In- 
vitation to Luncheon’ broadcasts at 
12:30-1 p.m. from Hollywood over 
NBC. 

















Goldwyn 


Continued from page 5, 








track for ‘Yankees,’ with a possibil- 
ity that Goldwyn might return to 
United Artists for distribution of 
later pictures.) 


Jockeying? 


Goldwyn’s negotiations with both 
United Artists and RKO for a re- 
leasing deal on ‘Yankees’ is regarded 
by N. Y. distribution execs largely 
as jockeying for continuation of the 
favorable 17%% distribution con- 
tract. 

From returns already in, ‘Ball of 
Fire’ looks set for a $2,500,000 gross 
on a negative investment of approxi- 
mately $800,000, while ‘The Little 
Foxes’ will show a total of $1,500,- 
000 or better on negative investment 
of approximately $1,000,000. 

Goldwyn has expressed himself 
highly pleased with RKO crack sales 
and exploitation methods employed 
in distributing his films and, from 
accounts, would continue with the 
same distributor on the same terms. 
RKO is reportedly asking for higher 
percentage deal. 

Goldwyn’s scheme is said to have 
been sprung ‘on surprised UA execs 
and his own equally surprised reps, 
all out here from New York to talk 
a deal. Goldwyn is reported to have 
told Ed Raftery, UA prez; Grad 
Sears, exec v. p.; Leo Spitz, the pro- 
ducer’s attorney, and Jim Mulvey, 


{ 


4 Collinge. 
| cluded songs, dances and skits, some 


his eastern rep and v. p., to call the} 


negotiations off pending the Music 
Hall ‘tradeshow.’ 


Tough Terms 
Goldwyn is said to be looking for 





a release deal similar to the one he | 
had with RKO for ‘Little Foxes’ and | 


‘Ball of Fire’, which called for 17% % 
distiibution charge to be deducted 
after the producer had his negative 
cost back; No other company is 
prepared to make such an offer and 
whether RKO will repeat it is prob- 
lematical, which probably has led to 
the ‘tradeshow’ idea. 

Producer has such faith in ‘Yan- 
kees’, it is said, that he’s willing to 
risk the long tieup after the first-run 
and before it could possibly be 
booked into the circuits on a chance 
that some company will be so im- 
pressed that it will come through 
with a fancy offer. UA is reticent 
about giving lower terms than those 
held by its other producers inas- 
much as some have ‘favored nations 
clauses; meaning they must get terms 
as good as any other filmmaker dis- 
tributed by UA. 

Grad Sears is remaining over for 
a few days to try to induce Goldwyn 
to change his mind on delaying re- 
leasing plans on ‘Yankees’ until the 
film gets a New York showing. 











Evacuee Kids 


us, Continued from page 2 


atrical charities, the American The- 
atre Wing War Service and the Brit- 
ish American Ambulance Corps. 
They had given their little revue 
twice before—once at the Pelham 
(N.Y.) High School and again at the 
Henry Street Settlement on New 
York’s lower East Side. But yester- 
day they got to Broadway. What’s 
more, they were an unmistakable 
click. 

Yesterday’s near-capacity audience 
brought an estimated $2,000, figuring 
ticket sale at a $5.50 top, plus sale 
of programs and program advertis- 
ing. A repeat performance Sunday 
night. (12) is expected to be a com- 
plete sellout, adding about $6,000 in 
ticket sales and another $5,000 from 
programs, Indicative of the spirit of 
the audience, as well as the moppet 
troupers, was the fact that the crit- 
ics paid for their seats at yesterday’s 
matinee—$1l per critic. The Shu- 
berts and Vinton Freedley donated 
the theatre, Brooks contributed the 
costumes and a long list of theatre 
people gave their enthusiastic serv- 
ices. 

Opening with ‘There’ll Always Be 
an England,’ sung by the entire cast, 
the show proceeded with Gertrude 
Lawrence and Constance Collier as 
Miss Columbia and Miss Britannica, 
respectively, in a sketch by Patricia 
Subsequent numbers in- 

















faltering, some done with consider- 
able poise, but all distinctly appeal- 
ing. Somewhat remarkably, the 
urchins never once dried up or be- 
came rattled. 

Although there were no ‘audibly 
fond mamas in the audience, the 
response from out front was unusu- 
ally warm. Every number drew a 
friendly salvo, generally including 
treble shouts from the kids present. 
At least one moppet, much too young 
to know what the show was all 
about, gurgled loudly from time to 
time throughout the performance. 
Those able to interpret her babbling 
explained that she was showing her 
appreciation for the singing. It was 
that kind of a show. 

Miss Collier was chairman of the 
committee in charge of the perform- 
ance, with Miss Lawrence  vice- 
chairman, Dwight - Deere Wiman 
treasurer and J. H. Del Bondio busi- 
ness manager. Robert Ross and John 
Sola staged it, Andy Anderson did 
the dances, with Lucinda Ballard 
and Harry Horner arranging cos- 
tumes and sets. Elizabeth Arden was 
in charge of makeup, Otto Soglow 
contributed the program cover and 
poster design, and Victoria Crandall 
and Jack Vinocur played the two- 
piano accompaniment. 

Committee of Broadway ingenues 
sold programs. They included Pa- 
tricia Peardon, Cherita Bauer, 
Pamela Cahan, Maureen Cannon, 
Jayne Cotter, Virginia Dunning, Vir- 
ginia Kaye, Randa Keane, Ann Lee, 
Lenore Lonergan, Mary Mason, Joan 





nobody else tumbled. While Dean 
licked his wounds—the wounds a| 
man gets when he has to pick up the 
| check—'‘Little Billy’ took over the 
job of entertaining the hero. An- 
‘other admirer gave Leya some 


| midget 
| Legion Stadium. 


Newton, Jo Ann Sayers, Vivian 
Smolen, Helen Walker, Nancy 
Walker, Anna Wiman and Nancy 
Wiman. 

Cast of ‘Gratefully Yours’ in- | 
cluded: Derrick Bevis, June Bevis, | 
iCarol Bergstrom, Hugo Bergstrom, 
\Granville Bantock, Joyce Berring- 
ton. Trevor Berrington, James 
Burke, Mary Louise Bonney, Pru- 
dence Coop, Dorelle Coburn, Gloria 
Davies, Yvonne Dontrer, Beverly | 
De Veigne, Patricia Evans, Anne | 
Esmond-Slee, Peter Foster, James | 
Gillespie, Naomi Gillespie, Christ- 





opher Gifford, Peter Gifford, Arnold 
Granks, Ralph Gillingham, Leonard 
Hann, Elizabeth Halliwell, June 
Haines, Anthony Holmes, Timothy 
Holmes, Brian Halliwell, Jason Hal- 
liwell, Ian Hamilton, Brenda Lordan, 
Peter James Lorden, Fay Lester, 
Robert Worth Lester, Donald Ralph 
Mostol, Babette Mackenzie, Mapi- 
gold Mackenzie, Myra Mackenzie, 
Alec Munroe, Sheila Munroe, Hazel 
Mowbray, Marquita O’Connor, 
Anthony Perritt, Alan Sidney 
Parker, Denis Parker, Peter de Red- 
der, Derrick F. Richards, Phillis 
Skilton, Dennis Skilton, Charles 
Thorne, Dan Langley Taylor, Claude 
Watty, Eileen Watty, Ursula Watty. 
Lynne Weaver. 





More ‘Panama Hattie’ 


Cast Changes, Remakes 





Hollywood, April 7. 

Metro’s ‘Panama Hattie’ is poised 
for a fresh start in 10 days with 
two cast changes and some additions. 
William Lundigan replaces Dan 
Dailey, Jr., and Joan Carrol] essays 
her stage role, which was given to 
Jackie Horner in the scrapped ver- 
sion, 


Repeaters among leads are Red 
Skelton, Rags Ragland, Ben Blue, 
Aran Sothern and Virginia O’Brien. 
Roy Del Ruth takes over direction 
from Norman McLeod, with Arthur 
Freed continuing as producer. 


Newcomers are Carmen Amaya 
and her gypsy dancers, Berry Bros., 
Lena Horne, and Estellita, South 
American singer. 


First try, which set Metro back 
around $750,000, was called back for 
a remake after a sneak preview’ re- 
vealed many weaknesses. 


‘Hero’ Nabbed 
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probably part of .n old’ Ford carbu- 
retor that was sold to the Japs as 
scrap metal. After he pancaked into 
the harbor he freed himself from 
the plane’s wreckage and swam to 
the Arizona. Just as he clambered 
to the deck the battleship was blown 
up by a torpedo. He was saved, 
somehow, and was sent homeside to 
convalesce. 


~ After that bit of biography Leya 
just leaned back in a lobby chair 
and waited. It was just like Little 
Boy Blue blowing his horn. The 
Vine Street sheep flocked to see the 
Pear] Harbor hero, shook his good 
hand and unrolled the plush carpet. 


Mountain Comes to Him 


Man Mountain Dean, who likes to 
sit in the front row anywhere, any- 
time, preempted the privilege of 
lighting Leya’s cigarettes for him. 
Tom Brown, the actor, tossed an in- 
timate little garden party for the 
hero. Leya said he was going on 
to New York soon and Milton Berle 
wrote him about a dozen letters of 
introduction, one to the Stork club. 
Foy feted him at his Valley night 
club and parted with a sizable 
chunk of what he had pried loose 
from customers by cashing a $100 
check that had so much bounce in 
it Foy could have been arrested for 
hoarding rubber just by holding it 
in his hand. The Man. Mountain, 
unwilling to let the lion of the hour 
escape from him, took Leya to a 
benefit fight at the Olympic Audi- 
torium. There Jean Parker fluttered 
about the hero and she and Joe E, 
Brown had their pictures taken with 
him, 

That same night Leya introduced 
Dean to a kid named Don Connors, 
who said he was a technical sergeant 
in the Army. The wrestler took the 
‘sergeant’ out to the Grace Hayes 
Lodge for a few drinks. Dean didn’t 
object to being a little expansive. 


He knew the drinks would be on, 


the house once he introduced the 
soldier, After a couple of rounds a 
pair of military police came in, 


cased the joint, tapped the ‘sergeant’ 
on the shoulder and took him away 


to the guardhouse for being A.W.OLL. | 


Next @lay Dean called Leya at the 
Pfaza. 

‘Listen,’ the Man Mountain said, 
‘how well did you know that sol- 
dier? I was very embarrassed when 
the M.P.s picked him up dast night.’ 

The hero from Pearl 


tickets to the fights and he and the 
off to the Hollywood 
There, just before 


Naval 


went 


the main event, a squad of 
M.P.s moved in on the hero. 
Hero Myth Explodes 

They took his cane away from him 
and ripped the bandages off his arm. 
His hand wasn’t missing and he could 
light his own cigarettes. Jimmy 
Leya, seaman, first class, had taken 
it on the lam from Mare Island, it 
seemed. He had never been nearer 
Pearl Harbor than the Embarcadero 
at San Francisco. 

The Man Mountain, who likes to 
sit in the front anywh-:re, anytime, 
was the only one of the chumps who 
didn’t duck the press when the hero 
was unmasked, uncaned and unban- 
daged: 

‘Boy,’ he roared admiringly, ‘was 
that guy an actor! They oughtta sign 
gs = 


Harbor | 
apologized profusely, Still Dean, or | 
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|| Films’ Big Gross. 
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| most the same with the latter figured 
|} at $105,309,705 for 1941 and Par’s 
| estimated total gross expected to be 
near $110,000,000. 

The seven major film companies, 
excluding United Artists, will show 
gross income of $499,579,795 or 
slightly more for the past year, This 
is approximately $36,000,000 more 
than than the $463,825,987 total gross 


| reported for these companies in 1939, 


the last year in which foreign reven- 
ues were not affected by the war. 
Comparison is of interest to the 
trade in that it indicates enterprise 
of foreign distributing departments 
in getting the maximum out of re- 
maining world markets as well as an 
obvious indicated improvement in 
domestic business of U. S. film com 
panies, 

Figuring in United Artists (it does 
not report figures to the Securities 
& Exchange Commission for fair 
comparison), Republic, Monogram 
and Producers Releasing Corp., gross 
business of the American film indus- 
try in 1941 hit close to $536,000,000. 

Besides leading the field in total 
gross business, Loew’s is rated as 
the largest domestic grosser. Not 
officially broken down, the domestic 
gross total is estimated. at nearly 
$85,000,000.. 

Par's $210,000,000 

While Paramount already has is- 
sued an official estimate of ‘net 
profit for 1941 ($10,125,000), its re- 
port to stockholders showing gross 
revenue will not be ready for about 
a month. Based on total gross of 
$98,945,781 fo. 1940, gross revenue is 
expected to hit close to the $110,000,- 
000 mark, an excellent showing for 
the approximate $4,000,000 improve- 
ment in net profit over 194. 

“Warner Bros. reported $102,293,- 
171 gross income for the fiscal year 
ended last August. Its first quarter 
in the new fiscal year showed gross 
of $28,586,534, indicating $105,309,705 
gross for the full year 1941, 

An outstanding example of im- 
proved net profit in relation to gross 
revenue was shown by Universal. 
From total income of $30,283,523 for 
the fiscal year ended last Nov. 1, U 
turned ‘in net profit of $2,673,249. 
Showing was made despite an in- 
crease of more than 100% in outlay 
for taxes, corporation paying out $2,- 
630,426 in taxation. Universal gross 
revenue in 1941 is figured at about 
$32,000,000 or possibly a bit higher. 
For the fiscal year ended last Nov. 
1, U showed film and domestic sales 
of $18,655,000 against near $11,630,000 
foreign gross. This reveals foreign 
business as representing about 38% 
of total gross revenue, speaking well 
for the corporation’s foreign opera- 
tion. 

Gross business of 20th-Fox totalled 
$48,760,290 as against $47,319,512 in 
1940. Despite only ahout $1,440,000 
improvement in gross, corporation 
turned in $4,921,926 net profit for 
1941. Improved management of 
operations plus the release of nearly 
$2,000,000 in revenue previously 
| frozen in Great Brita’. helped the 
company to show a net pro#* in 1941. 

.Columbia Pictures, whicn ends its 
| fiscal year in June, is figured as 
|having approximately %25,000,000 
| gross revenue in 1941, based on fig- 
ures submitted to the SEC. Gross 
income in fiscal year ended last 
June was $21,648,690. 

RKO gross business is reported 
| running lower than in 1940 when it 
| showed $54,211,909 and a net loss of 





$988,191. Gross revenue for 1941 is 
estimated at around $50,000,000, with 
official report due out in a few 
weeks, 





Beaudine’s Six-Shooter 





Hollywood, April 7. 
William Beaudine closed a deal 
to direct six pictures for A. W. 
Hackel Productions at Monogram. 
First of the half dozen is ‘Do Not 
Disturb,’ mystery yarn by Joseph 
Hoffman, starting late this week. 





COMES THE SEQUEL 
Hollywood, April 7. 
Columbia is preparing ‘Petticoat 
Army’ as a followup of ‘Parachute 
Nurse,’ both stories dealing with 
women in defense work. 
Practically the same casts, headed 
by Marguerite Chapman and Wil- 
liam Wright, appear in both films. 
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‘Radio Station Newsroom on Street 
Level Next to Newsreel Theatre 


> 


Louisville, April 7. 

WGRC, New-Albany-Louisville, in 
cooperation with the Scoop, town's 
new newsreel house which opens 
April 16, ‘will occupy a ground-floor 
studio next door to the film house, 
for the airing of most of the sta- 
tion’s news programs. Studio will 
be visible from the street through 
large glass windows, so that the 
passersby can watch an actual news 
airing in progress, 

New Scoop theatre was formerly 
the old Walnut, which for years 
housed stock musical and dramatic 
shows. It’s flanked by the Planta- 
tion, new night club. Entire south 
side of the block is now occupied 
by various types of dine and dance 
places, as well as the newsreel house 
and radio studio. 


WALTER HUTCHINSON 








Walter J. Hutchinson, 20th-Fox 
foreign sales manager, is in a criti- 
cal condition in N.Y., following a re- 
lapse last week from a lingering ill- 
ness. He has been sick for more 
than a year, but only in recent 
months was his condition considered 
so serious. 

Hutchinson is being kept under an 
oxygen tent most of the time. 


Schenck and Moskowitz 
Get 30 Days’ Respite 


A stay of the mandate requiring 
the arrest of Joseph M. Schenck and 
Joseph M. Moskowitz, former chair- 
man of the Board and eastern rep- 
resentative of 20th-Century Fox 
Film Corp., respectively, was granted 
Monday (6) by the Circuit court of 
appeals in N.Y. by consent of the 
Government. Both film executives 
will apply within °0 days to the 
Supreme Court in Washington for 
a writ of certiorari to obtain a hear- 
ing. 

Should this writ be denied they 
will have to serve prison sentences 
of three and one years respectively 
immediately. Should it be granted 
the Supreme .Court may hear the 
case in the late spring or more pos- 
sibly in the early fali. Both film 
executives were found guilty of 
evading payment of income taxes for 
the years 1935-37 last spring, and 
appealed the ruling of the court. 

The Circuit Court “of Appeals 
found that both Judge Grover Mos- 
cowitz’s charge to the jury and the 
jury’s findings were fair, and up- 
h-ld the lower court decision unani- 
mously, 


FOLLOW THE BALL 


Autry to Lead From Screen in 
Audience Sing 

















Hollywood, April 7. 

Audience singing, a quaint cus- 
tom of bygone years, is being re- 
vived by Republic in the Gene Au- 
try picture, ‘Stardust On the Sage,’ 
with Autry and Smiley Burnette 
warbling on the screen and urging 
the customers to join in. 

Using the old magic ball, which 





‘| 


leaps from note to note on a pictured 
song sheet, the two buckaroo bal- 
ladeers will lead Mr. and Mrs. Pub- 
lic in three ditties, one of which is 
‘Deep in the Heart of Texas,’ which 
anybody can sing, with or without 
tonsils. 


| Flock of Jolsons | 
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named the streets after some of our 
friends. Somebody said Al Jolson 
would give $10 for every boy named 
after him who lived to the year 1943, 
20 years after plotting. Same for 
Lee Shubert. 

Right there is Morris avenue, 
fiamed after Jack Morris, Lee 
Shubert’s secretary; Dudley avenue, 
after Bide Dudley; Kosta street, after 
Tessa Kosta; Webber avenue, after 
Lawrence Webber; Heilmann ave- 
nue, after Harry Heilmann, Jolson 
avenue after Al, and Brady avenue, 
after the producer. 

The property is near the new tank 
plant. 

George H. Maines, 





Defense Editor, 
Flint News Advertiser, Flint, Mich. 





CRITICALLY ILL IN N.Y. 


tea ssnetiah ee gaia ean ge 
paseo Ts 


ye, 


on 





OA ats er le 0 - =s 























ae 


irene es 





26 PICTURES 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, April 8, 1942 





NICK DEAN GETS 
§ YEARS AND 
$10,000 FINE 


Nick Circella, alias Nick* Dean, 
Chicago gangster and former opera- 
tor of the Colony Club in Chicago, 
wis sentenced to eight years in jail 
and a $10,000 fine by Judge Henry 
Warren Goddard in N. Y. federal 
court yesterday (Tuesday), after 
pleading guilty to extorting more 
than $1,000,000 from Paramount, 
Warner Bros., 20th-Century Fox and 
Loew’s. Circella had used his powers 
as an officer of the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
to force the film companies to pay 
tribute to him, or suffer the conse- 
quences, of a strike in the IATSE. 

Mathias F. Correa, U. S. attorney 
who prosecuted the case, had asked 
the court to sentence Circella to nine 
years. He declared, ‘His plea of 
guilty is a typical gangster maneu- 
ver calculated to block further in- 
vestigation. He is simply taking 
orders from someone else to prevent 
the Government from continuing its 
investigation. He has already done 
everything ‘in his power to obstruct 
the administration of Justice in this 
case.’ Correa outlined the case for 
the court and said that Circella, 
Louis Kaufman, George E. Browne 
and William Bioff had all used the 
powers of the union for the same 
purpose, the extortion of money. He 
accused them of having kidnapped 
the IATSE and declared that, in 
pleading guilty, Circella was simply 
following orders from higherups, un- 
known to the Government, to pre- 





“ vent further investigation and that 


while technically he had saved the 
Government the cost of a. trial, 
actually he was blocking investiga- 
tion. 

Correa told the court that Dean 
and his attorneys had been warned 
that he would receive little or no 
consideration unless he. accom- 
panied his guilty plea by full co- 
operation, which was not forthcom- 
ing. Kaufman, former IATSE. repre- 
sentative in Newark, has pleaded not 
guilty and will be tried in May. 
Bioff received a 10-year sentence 
and Browne an eight-year sentence, 
after being found guilty, and were 
fined $10,000 each. Both are pres- 
ent serving prison sentences. 


TITLE CHANGES 


; Hollywood, April 7. 

Top Sergeant’ is new tag on 
‘Showdown’ at Universal. 

‘Strictly Dynamite’ became ‘Foot- 
light Serenade’ at 20th-Fox. 
= 














Lew Ayres 


Continued from page 7 


closest to understanding Lew Ayres, 
though disagreeing with him to the 
last syllable. 

‘When those of us who aren’t even 
eligible for the armed services have 
paid every cent of our Federal taxes 
cheerfully, have accepted all the 
little war deprivations, not only in 
the letter but in spirit, have put 
away our jealousies, our private am- 
bitions and our intolerances, have 
made in our own lives a shining 2x- 
ample of what resistance to evil can 
be, then let us, if we will, pass a 
moral condemnation on non-resist- 
ance.’ 








Hearst About-Face 


Elmer Turner, ‘Globe Trotter’ for 
the Hearst newspapers—which by 
their treatment of the story were to 
an important extent responsible for 
the Ayres hysteria—came to the de- 
fense of the actor in his newscast 
over WENR, Chicago, Thursday (2). 
Turner declared: 

‘He might easily have maneuvered 
himself into a soft job, as some 
others have done, without any risk 
of inviting adverse criticism, but he 
chose the course he did, and this in 
itself took courage.’ 


Cross-Section 


Summary of reaction to Ayres’ de- 
cision in representative spots, as re- 
ported by ‘Variety’ correspondents, 
shows: 


Canada—All Ayres films being re- 
called immediately by Famous-Play- 
ers Canadian, operators of 200 thea- 
tres. No complaints received, cir- 
cuit said, but it wants to forestall 
any. 

New Orleans—Complaints, and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Victory’ pulled out of Tudor 
theatre, followed by similar action 
in subsequents. 


Pittsburgh—‘Victory’ cancelled by 
some houses, not by others. Mild 
reaction. 


Milwaukee—Fox Wisconsin can- 
celled ‘Fingers,’ due to open last 
Wednesday (1) at their ace Palace. 
Number of houses pulled ‘Victory,’ 
while others played it without inci- 
dent. Many letters to the papers, 
both pro and con. 


St. Louis—‘Victory’ cancelled by 
many spots after trailer for it booed 
and phone calls received from per- 
sons representing themselves as 
American Legionnaires. 


Pawtucket, R. 1—‘Victory,’ skedded 
for Strand, cancelled. 

Los Angeles—‘Victory’ crossed out 
of a number of spots, with some of 
them reporting phone calls threat- 
ening boycotts if any more Ayres 
pix booked. Only one house went 
through with ‘Victory’—Vern in east 
L. A.—and it reported slim attend- 
ance. 


WBS % DEALS 
IN NW STILL 
RANKLE 


Minneapolis, April 7. 

With bittter recriminations filling 
the air, dissension threatens in the 
ranks of the Twin City independ- 
ents’ group of Northwest Allied as 
the result of a number of the mem- 
bers’ surrender to Warner Brothers’ 
percentage demands. 


Die-hards and the more bellig- 
erent percentage foes are particu- 
larly up in arms because one of the 
first to quit the ‘strikers’’ ranks 
and to help to break what virtually 
amounted to a boycott was Harold 
Field, Northwest Allied’s Minnea- 
polis governor legislative committee 
chairman and actual leader, who 
bought the WB deal, with its three 
percentage pictures, for his St. Louis 
Park, local suburban house. 

The development was considered 





sufficiently ‘serious’ to result in sev- |- 


eral behind-closed-doors meetings of 
the group last week. At these meet- 
ings, according to unofficial reports, 
plenty of verbal abuse was heaped 
on the heads of Field and the other 
‘deserters,’ with Field, however, 
coming in for the most ‘heat’ and 
with intimations from some of the 
boys that he should resign his of- 
fices. Those present at the meetings 
aver there was plenty of raking over 
the coals. 

In consequence of the Field de- 
fection, distributors here regard the 
Twin City group’s defeat in the per- 
centage fight as all the more com- 
plete. Following Field’s lead or 
preceding his capitulation, 14 Min- 
neapolis, St. Paul and suburban in- 
dependents already have bought the 
Warner percentage deal and the 
company reports that many other 
deals are in the making, indications 
being that there may be a rush to 
jump on the bandwagon. The al- 
leged ‘traitors’ have profited ex- 
ceedingly by losing no time playing 
such boxoffice smashes as ‘Sergeant 
York’ and ‘One Foot in Heaven’ 
while they’re still hot and before 
many other independents had them 
day and date. i 

This marks the first time that any 
company other than Metro, has been 
able to make percentage demands 
stick with the Twin City independ- 
ent group. It represents probably 
the worst setback ever experienced 
by the group and is expected to re- 
sult in more and greater percentage 
demands in the Minneapolis and St. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Comedy is currently going the rounds of Broadway producers which 
is unmistakably based on the family life of the Hepburns—Katharine, her 
mother and father, sisters and her ex-husband. Number of film com- 
panies are also interested, although the play hasn’t actually been offered 
them yet. 

Labeled ‘The Siren Was a Horn’ and written by Richard McCracken, 
script does not identify the characters as patterned on the Hepburns, but 
there’s not much mistaking the bizarre family life as recently described 
in a Satevepost series on Miss Hepburn and in previous articles. Hepburns 
are said to resemble, but in an advanced form, the Sycamores of ‘You 
Can’t Take It with You.’ 

Picture companies are slightly leary of the play, although it’s said to be 
an hilarious comedy, because of complications over the fact that Miss Hep- 
burn is regarded as a Metro star and to rib her wouldn't be cricket. Top- 
per, it is figured, would be for Metro to buy it and star her in it. 








Ring Lardner, Jr., and Michael Kanin, who sold ‘Woman of the Year,’ 
original and screen treatment, for $100,000 to Metro, have a new writing 
deal, calling for three pictures a year, for three years, that’s a bit ‘special’ 
for scripters. It calls for control of their own works, as to rewrites, col- 
laboration, etc., and promises production possibilities for the boys. They 
came to attention with a salvage job they did on ‘Marriage is a Private 
Affair,’ prize novel, with which the studio had considerable adaptation 
trouble. 


- 





Metro has perfected a machine for sorting nails by means of an electro- 
magnet, and another for straightening used nails so as to permit re-using 
instead of discarding them. Two machines have been placed at the dis- 
posal of all studios with Metro officials stating the company will not 
collect any royalties or enforce any patent rights. 

Edward J. Mannix, Metro studio exec, has advised representatives of 
other studios they were free to send men over to Metro to examine ma- 
chines and make identical equipment. 





Boris Morros and S. P. Eagle, producers of “Tales of Manhattan,’ are 
nursing a headache over the antics of W. C. Fields, most expensive of the 
numerous stars in the cast. Comic not only drew $50,000 for his short 
sequence but insisted on doing his own script. Result was so unsatisfac- 
tory to Morros and Eagle that they are pondering whether to remake it 
or abandon it. There is some talk of having Jack Benny make over the 
sequence. 





One of Hollywood’s most roseate customs, the floral welcome to film 
stars and visiting firemen, accompanied by batteries of photographers and 
interviewers, is blighted by war regulations. A high wire fence keeps 
publicity men and their cohorts from swarming onto the runways of the 
air terminal at Burbank. Comerdmen are barred from taking shots ex- 
cept closeups of the passengers alighting from the planes, which don't 
show backgrounds: or hand the enemy any military information. 





When Leigh Jason, film director, married (Miss) Jerry Liebermann, 
daughter of the late Philadelphia art collector, Alex Liebermann, in 
Dayton, O., recently, it came as a sudden thing. Both had merely gone 
to Dayton to officiate as best couple for Jack Hively, also a film director, 
now with the Signal Corps, and Dorothy E. Lovett, film actress. The 
Jason-Liebermann nuptials, for the double wedding, was a complete 
surprise to all, 





Matty Fox, who left the vice-presidency of Universal for a WPB job in 
Washington as ‘coordinator of gathering junk,’ and who has been given 
credit for doing a swell job, realiy had the proper background for his 
present undertaking. Before Nate Blumberg put him in skow business 
he worked in a junk yard in-Racine, Wis. 





Gillespie (‘Gep’) Evans is the road company ‘Variety’ mugg in the Para- 
mount ad-publicity dept. He writes those ‘Variety’ headlines and simu- 
lates the phraseology in the Par advertising for this sheet, and boss Bob 
Gillham has been giving him full sway in trying to pattern the Par ad 
copy after some of the more or less exaggerated ‘Variety’ style. 





March of Time is rushing one on India in the present crisis to cash in 








Paul area the next selling season. 


on the current critical political and wartime situation. 
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There It Was All the Time 





Hollywood, April 7. 


Hollywood is discovering California as a result of the tire shortage. 
Seeking nearby location spots to cu. down transportation costs, the 
studio scouts stumbled across Mt. Wilson, a noble peak whic! has been 
hanging around since the Jurassic era, or maybe a million years more, 
waiting for a nod from the producers, Like a loi of actors, it was too 
close to attract attention until George Marshall's ‘Forest Rangers’ 
troupe was nudged out of the north woods by war regulations and had 


to find a parking spot nearer home. 


Now the other studios are sending scouts to prowl the Mt. Wilson 
terrain, a wilderness practically at the back door. ; 
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WB’S $25,000 SCOOP 
BUY OF NEW NOVEL 


Warner Bros. last week bought 
screen rights to ‘The Days Between, 
by Elizabeth Foster, for $25,000. It’s 
a novel, to be published by Harper's, 
of polyglot refugees from Paris 
thrown together in an old chateau. 
Purchase was a scoop for WB, no 
other company having seen the man- 
uscript or proofs, and story eds were 
plenty burned up. 

All companies are greatly inter- 
ested in ‘Sans Patrie,’ a novelette by 
Charles Nordhoff and James Hall, 
and a $75,000 price tag has been set 
upon it. Story, which will appear in 
two installments in the Atlantic 
Monthly, is of two convicts who es- 
cape Devil’s Island to fight with De 
Gaulle. There are no women in the 
yarn, although that probably will be 
taken care of promptly by Holly- 
wood screenwriters. 








Other Story Buys 
Hollywood, April 7. 

Republic purchased ‘Suicide Ship,’ 
war yarn by Martin Williams. 

Sidney Sheldon sold ‘Amateur 
Bride’ to 20th-Fox. ; 

Monogram bought Andre Lan s 
tale, ‘The Queen of the Honky Tonk. 

Ray Milholland’s ‘Blue Chip Hag- 

erty’ series in Satevepost purchased 
— 20th-Fox. 

Metro acquired ‘Right About Face,’ 
by Joseph Hoffman and Matt Brooks. 

David Boehm sold ‘Johnny Goes 
Marching On’ to RKO. 

George Stevens acquired rights to 
‘Spread Eagle,’ mag story by Robert 
Kenny. 

Ted Richmond bought ‘She’s In 
the Navy Now,’ by Ed Simmons. 


Makeups Take Their Back 
Pay Now; Others Waiting 


Hollywood, April: 7. 

First group to get a slice of the 
retroactive pay to be handed out by 
major studios under the new wage 
agreements negotiated by IATSE is 
the Studio Makeup Artists, who 
agreed to a general 10% retroactive 
increase on their earnings rather 
than wait for auditors to tabulate 
the amounts. due each individual 
member, 


Other unions and guilds are biding 
a recount of each worker’s retro- 
active pay, which includes overtime, 
Sundays and holidays dating back 
to last October. Owing to the vast 
amount of auditing required, the 
figures will not be complete for sev- 
eral weeks. Total amount involved 
is close to $500,000. 











Same Slate of Officers 
Re-elected at Universal 


New board of directors, recently 
named at the stockholders meeting, 
reelected the officers of Universal 
Pictures as a matter of routine at 
the regular monthly directorate’s 
session last Thursday (2). Sole ex- 
ception to the regular Hneup, which 
served the past year, is Matthew 
Fox, vice-president at the studio, 
who is away on leave of absence 
serving on the U. S. War Production 
Board. 

Reelected officers included J. 
Cheever Cowdin, chairman of the 
board; Nate Blumberg, president; 
Charles D. Prutzman, general coun- 
sel and vice-president; John J. 
O'Connor, vice-president and assist- 
ant to president; W. A. Scully, vice- 
president, who heads sales; J. H. 
Seidelman, vice-president in charge 
of foreign sales: Cliff Work, vice- 
President; Peyton Gibson, secretary; 
8. Machnovitch, treasurer and as- 
sistant secretary; Anthony Petti, as- 
sistant secretary; Eugene Walsh, 
comptroller and assistant treasurer; 
Harold S. Brewster, assistant treas- 
urer at studio; Adolph Schimel and 
Edward Muhl, assistant secretaries. 

Directors of Universal Corp., the 
holding company, also reelected of- 
ficers, representing virtually the 
Same slate, the same day. 














D. of J.—UMPI 
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liam F. Rodgers, chairman of the 
committee of the whole of UMPI, 
distribs may individually grant any 
cancellation they like in negotiating 
contracts. In certain cases where a 
higher elimination may be warrant- 
ed, it is entirely possible that this 
will be done. 


Under the UMPI selling formula, 
a protective clause has been agreed 
upon as protection for any distrib 
who may be forced to restrict pro- 
duction due to the war emergency. 
In the event there is a reduction of 
20% in the number of pictures to be 
produced by any one decree com- 
pany, cancellations are to be dis- 
carded on future sales. If that should 
occur, further negotiations will be 
undertaken by UMPI to discuss a 
substitute cancellation privilege. 


Special features and/or roadshows 
as defined in the consent decree may 
be sold separately from the groups 
of 12. This includes features that are 
covered by special contracts between 
producer and* distributor which do 
not permit their inclusion in group 
sales. 


No features which an account has 
cancelled out of one group may be 
included in future groups offered to 
him, 


Another clause in the UMPI plan 
deals with allocations and provides 
that, where contracts entered into 
permit distribs to allocate or reallo- 
cate film prices, such price alloca- 
tion on each feature is to be given 
the exhibitor on notice of availabili- 
ty or upon booking of the feature, 
whichever is earlier, and is not to 
be changed thereafter. 


Westerns 


Under the UMPI setup distribs 
may sell westerns in groups of as 
many as six without screening them, 
and with identification restricted to 
the star only. Decree forced distribs 
to market westerns in fives, also 
screening them, same as for features 
but they could not be included in 
groups with regular features. Nor 
could foreign-mades. 


Official statement of UMPI in con- 
nection with the sales plan reads as 
follows: 


‘Selling in groups of five has been 
most unpopular. A great majority 
of exhibitors have expressed the ur- 
gent need of larger groups than now 
permitted under the consent decree. 
Under the necessity of developing a 
middle ground between what it was 
felt the Government would require 
in the elimination of blind selling 
and the physical difficulty, if not 
impossibility of positive identifica- 
tion by films companies of more than 
one-fourth year’s product, this ap- 
pears to be the best and, in fact, the 
only solution. 

‘Under the present selling system 
under the decree, there has been no 
formal cancellation privilege Under 
this setup some 83% of the theatres 


of the United States will have a new | 


privilege of cancellation approximat- 
ing from 10 to 20%. This is not all- 
inclusive, but 
independent theatres will receive a 
substantial benefit which they have 
not enjoyed in the past. 

‘In the past under the system of 
blind selling little if any, identifica- 
tion was given the majority of pic- 
tures. Under this proposed selling 
plan there is no blind selling con- 
templated. This answers the criti- 
cism of many exhibitors and public 
groups. Of course, in addition to all 
other things, the cancellation on re- 
ligious, racial and moral grounds 
still remains in effect. [Editor’s note: 
this cancellation is provided for by 
the decree.] 

‘The distributors, recognizing the 
abuses which have crept into the 
cancellation privileges in the past. 
showed their willingness to safe- 
guard the exhibitor under this sell- 
ing system by so fixing the allocation 
of prices on contracts that any sub- 
terfuges of the past would not be re- 
peated.’ 


the vast majority of} 


3, an opportunity to 


WPB’s Stance 


Continued from page 5 


nor, Universal; George P. Ulcigan 
and Thomas E. Mahaffey, Soundies; 
Arthur Greenblatt, PRC; Richard de 
Rochemont, March of Time; Alex 
Kelly, 20th-Fox; W. W. Spencer, 
Metro-Loew, Donald Hyndman, 
Eastman, was to represent Francis 
Harmon, who s ill. Barney Balaban, 
originally scheduled to come with 
grou;. was also unable to attend 
meeting due ‘_ illness. 

Meeting here today was largely 
for purpose cf giving film industry 
resent list of 
necessary materials required in pro- 
duction, buc no action is considered 
possible for some time yet. Among 
items lined up by WPB for discus- 
sion is the adoption of a Producers’ 
Requirements lan, which has been 
used in various other industries 
when they are requested to reduce 
production. 

No decision has yet been reached 
by the WPB on the pereentage of re- 
duction to be required of the film 
industry. But it is expected that 
some Government order or regula- 
tion will in due coure be handed 
down specifically lin.iting produc- 
tion. 

Also up for discussion was possi- 
bility that studios may be asked to 
convert machine shops and wood- 
working plants to war operations 
and curtailment in use of cans for 
film. Question of raw stock is still 
under study. 

Shortages of essential goods are 
becoming so critical the War Pro- 
duction Board is issuing ultimatums 
on 2a few hours’ notice, although in 
theory the relative importance of 
various industries is still being 
taken into consideration. 

Whether all branches of the film 
industry will have a chance to do 
all the necessary explaining is a 
touch-and-go proposition. Lately 
the production czars have been act- 
ing with exceptional speed, giving 
no inkling of their intentions and 
making some of their decrees retro- 
active or effective immediately. 

With no advisory committee for 
any subdivision of the show business 
named so far, and WPB officials 
working at the moment on film in- 
dustry curtailment orders, the odds 
are mounting against any consulta- 
tion or negotiation. 

Names of possible advisory com- 
mittee members for all principal 
segments of the industry have been 
under consideration for more than 
tw) weeks. Several days before quit- 
ting his job as consultant, A. Julian 
Brylawski, local attorney for 
Warner Bros., handed up slates of 
nominees but the suggestions ap- 
parently were sidetracked. 

Selection of committees is handled 
by a special WPB unit, which in- 
vestigates to make sure of ample 
geographic representation, a voice 
for independents and small units, 
and understanding of the ramified 
problems. Furthermore, the groups 
are set up only for specific purposes, 
not as general mouthpieces to con- 


| vey every idea or sentiment that 


may develop in the industry they 
represent, and are disbanded after 
the particular matters are settled. 





Haven’t They Caught 


Up With Him Yet?! 


Hollywood, April 7. 

E. Phillips Oppenheim’s spy story 
of the first World War, ‘The Great 
Impersonation,” is coming back in an 
up-to-date version at Universal with 
John Rawlins directing and Paul 
Malvern as producer. 

Top roles will be carried by Ralph 





} 
| 
i 


Bellamy and Evelyn Ankers. 


Cartoonists’ Slow-Down 


Hollywood. April 7. 





Screen Cartoonists Guild members | } 


yesterday (Mon.) pulied a slow-down 





This Summer’s Seasonal Closings — - 
Will Depend a Lot on Defense Work 





While a percentage of closings this 
summer is generally iooked for, due 
to the war and many contributing 
factors, the points affected the most 
may vary considerably. Towns near 
to army camps, or benefited by de- 
fense industry, figure to be helped 
considerably. 


Agricultural regions are already 
suffering, as are mining communi- 
ties, while also there are many cities, 
large and small, that depend on vari- 
ous industries other than those en- 
gaged in defense work and, as a re- 
sult, are feeling the brunt of the 
war. 


In Florida, where business has 
been disappointing this season, Par- 
amount already has closed nine 
houses but delayed doing so in hopes 
that the tourist business would pick 
up after the height of the season was 
ever. This did not occur. In addi- 
tion to a shrinkage of from 30-50% 
in tourist business throughout the 
state, hundreds of families have 
moved out of the smaller towns, at- 
tracted by the higher wages paid in 
defense industries, 


An illustration of this is borne out 
by figures which show that 60% of 
the electricians in St. Petersburg, 
Fla., alone have left. Due to the 
fact that Florida has no defense 
plants, anxiety is felt about this 
summer, leaving operators no other 
alternative than to try to reduce ex- 
penses. Par has already closed two 
in St. Petersburg and one each in 
St. Augustine, Ft. Lauderdale, Day- 
tona, Donia, Gainesville, Deland and 
Orlando. 


13,000 Left Scranton 


Pointing up the effect of the war 
in coal-mining sections, Comerford 
circuit figures would show that as 
many as 13,000 people have left 
Scranton alone, with around 1,500 
houses and apartments vacant in that 
town. 

In Minneapolis many showmen be- 
lieve that theatres are faced with 
hard times, including forced chosings, 
predicated on what is happening at 
present. They figure that the de- 
parture into the armed service of 
hundreds of men, rising living costs, 
auto-use curtailment, rising taxes, 
diversion of funds into war securi- 
ties and other factors will be increas- 
ingly felt from now on. However, 
some optimists think that rising farm 
income, increased employment and 
higher. wages as well as car ration- 
ing and the tire problem may fig- 
ure considerably as an offset. 


will occur this summer and what 
parts of the country will be most 
affected. Pointed out that many 
closings may develop due to inabil- 
ity to operate cooling systems. There 
also may be exhibitors who will 
deem it wise to close down for a 
part or all of the summer with a 
view to conserving equipment of 
vavious kinds, especially where busi- 
ness takes a turn for the worse. 


R. L. M’COY MERGES WB 
DALLAS-ATLANTA DIV. 


Dallas, April 7. 


Ralph L. McCoy, southern sales 
manager of Warner Bros., has 
merged the southwestern and south- 
eastern districts into a single south- 
ern division with headquarters at 
Atlanta. New district will be under 
McCoy’s supervision and will in- 
clude offices at New Orleans, At- 
lanta, Charlotte, Memphis, Oklahoma 
City and Dallas. Fred M. Jack, 
southwestern district manager, head- 
quartering here, has resigned, hence, 
the consolidation. 

Ben Kalmenson, Warner sales 
chief, came in Saturday for huddles 
with McCoy and Doak Roberts, Dal- 
las branch manager, on fourthcom- 
ing release of ‘King’s Row’ and ‘Im 
This Our Life.’ 


Dwan’s Double Duty 


Hollywood, April 7. 

Allan Dwan, director of the forth- 
coming Fibber McGee & Molly-Ed- 
gar Bergen & Charlie McCarthy pic- 
ture at RKO, is also taking over the 
production chore. It’s an MCA pack- 
age deal a la their first, ‘Look Who's 
Laughing.’ 

Islin Auster was originally siated 
to produce but found he had too 
many assignments. 














20th’s Sub Film: 


Hollywood, April 7. 

New story of submarine adven- 
ture, ‘Crash Dive,’ went into prepa- 
ration at 20th-Fox, with Milton 
Sperling as producer and Randolph 
Scott and John Payne slated for the 
top male spots. 

Studio is seeking an okay to shoot 





Operators aver it is still a little too 
early to predict how many closings 


part of the film at the sub base in 
New London, Conn. 
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John Maureen Randolph 








at Screen Gems because of a change in | 


management resulted in release of a 


story that the inkers were prevented | = 


from striking by a clause in their 

contract. Work slowed to 50% of 

normal, according to spokesmen. 
However, Monday night the exec- 


utive board of SCG ordered a return | 
with matter | 


to normal production, 
on discharge delegated to Pat Casey 
for adjudication. 





Another Telenewsreeler 
Buffalo, April 7. 
Embassy, downtown subsequent 
run, has been leased by Telenews 
with probable newsreel policy in 
prospect following remodeling and 
air-conditioning. Embassy, operated 
by the Edward Altman Estate, has 
been under the direction of Philip 





Lavene for the past dozen years. 


| 
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PAYNE ® O’HARA ® SCOTT 


To the Shores of Tripoli’ 
ROXY 


Plus a Big 
Stage Show 


ith Ave. 
& S0th 8t. 























The COURTSHIP | 
of ANDY HARDY | 


LEWIS MICKEY | 


STONE ROONEY 


CAPITO 
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oT PARAMOUNT 


B’WAY & 
47th St. 
starts Tomorrow 


ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


‘RIDE 'EM COWBOY’ 
—and— 
Lynn Bari—Mary Beth Hughes 
‘Night Before the Divorce’ 





OPENS FRIDAY, APRIL 10 
John Nancy Raymond 


Garfield Coleman Massey 

on A NEW WARNER BROS. Ts 

Dangerously They Live 
IN PERSON 


JOHN DICK STABILE 
GARFIELD ano HIS ORCH. 


STRAND Bway & 47th St. 
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MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“REAP THE 
WILD WIND” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 

















“JUNGLE BOOK” 
varies RIVOLI “sii?.2! 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIONITE SHOWS 
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peters Bs: 

50c, $1 & $1.50 nS %yidcn 
2ND YEAR — 2ND EDITICN 
Now Thrilling its 2ND MILLION 


IT HAPPENS OW ICE 


Sensaticnal Musteal leetravaganza 





Center Theatre, Reckefeller Center. CO. 5-5474 
Eves., except Mon. Daily Mats. Thru Apr. 1288 | 
Ol Seats for Every Pert. 50c. EVGS. at 8:40 § | 


LOEW’S Starts Thurs., Apr. 9 
STATE ‘sc ay 
way | ‘teehah kane 
e 
Last Times TODAY Raymond MASSE Y 
Spencer TRACY pes 
Kath. HEPBURN INVADERS” 
“WOMAN OF —_— 
THE YEAR” in Persen 
_ BILLY GILBERT 
BIG STAGE SHOW and Others 
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CLOSE CHECK ON FREE AND PAID RADIO 
TIME IN NOV. ELECTIONS 1S ARRANGED 


Senate Campaign Expenditures Investigators Getting 
Increasingly Realistic About Disguised Donations 


+ 











Washington, April 7. 

Outlays of political parties and in- 
dividual candidates for radio time 
in the coming Congressional cam- 
paign will be watched by the Senate 
Campaign Expenditures Committee 
as part of the ‘general tightening up’ 
on lush expenditures and the spread- 
ing political reform sentiment. Legis- 
lation giving unprecedently broad 
authority to the special investigators 
named every two years was re- 
ported to the Senate Friday (3) by 
the Privileges and Elections Com- 
mittee. 

Going far beyond the customary 
lengths, Chairman Theodore F. 
Green of Rhode Island advocated a 
check on ‘amounts subscribed and 
contributed and the value of serv- 
ices rendered and facilities made 
available’ to all office-seekers. Sen- 
atoria] candidates, under his scheme, 
would be forced to give detailed in- 
formation about the amount of radio 
time donated or purchased, a double- 
check on the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission’s routine enforce- 
ment of the ‘equal opportunity’ 
elause of the Communications Act. 
Green specifically suggested a sur- 
vey of ‘personal services and the use 
of billboards and other advertising 
space, radio time, office space, mov- 
ing picture films and automobiles 
and other transportation facilities.’ 


Donating ‘Services’ 


Because of the stiffer restrictions 
on direct expenditures by candidates 
and heavier penalties on law viola- 
tions, practice has developed of 
donating ‘services’ instead of cash to 
help particular candidates, Green 
commented. He wants the special 
investigators armed with power to 
collect all ‘essential records and 
data’ to guarantee against round- 
about evasion. 


Just how this would work in prac- 
tice will depend to a considerable 
extent on the personnel of the com- 
mittee and the degree of heat in 
election races. Under the resolu- 
tion, the probers could require net- 
works and stations to file lengthy 
reports, if they considered it neces- 
sary, detailing the amount of time 
made available to any candidate or 
his backers and the identity of the 
purchaser. The Commish never has 
gone to this extreme, merely calling 
for specific information whenever a 
concrete complaint has been filed 
against a licensee. 

The sale of time for campaign 
oratory remains a troublesome mat- 
ter in view of the vague phraseology 
in the Communications Act, although 
the FCC has endeavored in the last 
four years to lay down a more posi- 
tive formula for applying the ‘equal 
opportunity’ provisions. The Senate 
group will not touch any phases of 
radio campaigning outside candi- 
dates for Senate seats but has estab- 
lished a precedent of looking at pre- 
primary activities of aspirants for 
nominations and thus may go farther 

“than the Commish in checking on 
the treatment of aspirants in the 
early stages. 


“Joe and Mabel’ Uncertain 
As Author Neiman Is 
Inducted Into U.S. Army 


With author Irving Gaynor Neiman 








inducted in the army yesterday 
(Tuesday) his ‘Joe and Mabel’ 
comedy-drama series on NBC-Red 


(WEAF) will be written by Neal 
Hopkins. Show just returned to the 
air in the 10:30-11 p.m. spot Sundays 
after a tayoff. 

Tony Leader directs the show, with 
Ted DeCorsia and Ann Thomas in 
the leads. 





‘John Freedom’ Replaces 
‘Daughters of Uncle Sam’ 


‘John Freedom,’ a new adventure 
drama series built around a Scarlet 
Pimpernel character who fights the 
Nazis in various conquered countries, 
replaces ‘Daughters of Uncle Sam’ in 
the 7:30-8 p. m. spot Sundays on the 
Blue network, starting April 19. 

‘Forrest Barnes will author the 
show. 


9: 


Stand By for Flash 


One of the most. serious 
charges ever levelled at a radio 
station is expected to pop this 
wetk in New York City. It may 
result in the station losing its 
license. Oddly enough, the re- 
sponsible individual is reported 
unable to comprehend the enor- 
mity of the offense. He did not 
think up the bright idea himself, 
but got it from his collaborator, 
a professional con man from 
accounts, 

Statiox has long bees 
in ethics. 


Murray to Prod Radio 
Columnists for Highlight 
Mentions of Bond Discs 


Some 731 radio stations are using 
the Treasury Dept.’s recorded 15- 
minute programs three times every 
week, which Bill Murray supervises 


and Bill Bacher produtes. That to- 
tals some 2,200 broadcasts weekly in 
behalf of the Buy-Defense-Savings- 
Bonds drive. 

Using the cream of the crop in 
show biz talent to propagate the U.S. 
Treasury -Dept.’s drive, a minor 
drawhack is that the radio editors 
don’t spotlight the shows, because 
they’re transcribed and are not live 
programs, For this purpose, Murray, 
who is otherwise head of the Wil- 
liam Morris agency’s radio depart- 
ment, is calling a roundtable discus- 
sion of radio columnists for this 
week at Toots Shor’s restaurant, and 
he will explain what is the Govern- 
ment’s intent. 

._Another thing that Murray hopes 
to correct is the proper spotting of 
these disks on a scheduled tri-weekly 
basis, and not merely as filler plat- 
ters, when there’s an available 15 
mins. That doesn’t assist the Treas- 
ury Dept.’s drive for consecutiveness. 


GILMAN ADDRESSES 
BLUE COAST GROUP 


San Francisco, April 7. 

Don E. Gilman, v.p. in charge of 
the Blue Network’s western division, 
last week told a gathering of af- 
filiated broadcasters that the web 
would increase its roster of network 
programs for local sponsorship and 
also clear local station programs if 
they are saleable to network pros- 
pects. The meeting which lasted two 
days (2-3) disclosed that the Blue 
was introducing a‘plan for co-opera- 
tion between local stations and the 
network’s sales promotion depart- 
ment in Hollywood and closer con- 
tact between affiliated stations and 
the network’s local distributors. 

Other Blue executives that spoke 





sloppy 























were Leo Tyson, program manager 
|for the western division; Kevin 
| Sweeney, sales promotion manager; 





| Tracy Moore, sales manager; Milton | 
| Samuel, publicity manager, and| 
| William B. Ryan, manager of the San | 


| Francisco offices. 
| 


Paul White Laid Up 


Paul White, CBS director of news 
and special events, was removed to 
the hospital last Thursday (2) suf- 
fering from nervous exhaustion plus 
a severe case of arthritis. 

He will probably be out for a 
couple months, 


BRAND TAG FOR 
VEGETABLES 


Minneapolis, April 7. 

Unusual campaign is being con- 
ducted by Sharv’s ‘National Taste 
Lettuce and Carrots’ over KSTP’s 
daily ‘Household Forum’ programs to 
get housewives to ask for lettuce 
and carrots by the Sharp. brand 
name. 

It’s claimed first week’s air ad- 
vertising resulted in sale of 1,000 
crates of carrots and 2,000 crates of 
lettuce, 


BEER ACCT. BUYS REVUE 
SHOW FOR WEAF AIRING 


R & H Beer in Staten Island prod- 
uct, launches the Three Jesters and 
Diane Courtney over WEAF, New 
York, April 13. Program will be 
heard at 7:45 p.m. Mondays and 
Thursdays. 

Samuel Croot agency handles the 
account. Talent was sold by Paul 
Kapp and includes Johnny Gart on 
accordion and Sammy Liner on 
piano, Jesters also play instruments. 

Glen Riggs will hawk the suds. 

















Joe Rines Joins Blue’s 
‘Chamber Music Society’ 


‘Chamber Music Society of Lower 
Basin Street,’ comedy-swing music 
sustainer on the Blue network, will 
be revised somewhat for more em- 
phasis on comedy and broader audi- 
ence appeal. In addition, Joe Rines, 
who is to join the Blue network 
frém WMCA, New York, takes over 
the conducting assignment from 
Henry Levine, who is going into the 
army. 

Instead of a regular vocalist, the 
program will now have weekly guest 
singers, Milton Cross continues as 
announcer. Welbourn Kelley, with 
the Navy Department radio division, 
scripts the show from Washington, 
and Gene Hamilton produces. ‘Basin 
Street’ will be moved from its pres- 
ent Wednesday night spot after two 
more stanzas. 





Autry Parleys P.K. Wrigley 





Hollywood, April 7. 

Gene Autry left after his Sunday 
broadeast for Chicago to confer 
with P. K. Wrigley on a summer 
schedule for his ‘Melody Ranch’ 
series, 

From there he goes on to Cleve- 
land to open his rodeo tour. When 
he closes in Providence, R. I., May 
26, his Flying A Ranch outfit will 
have played 50 performances in six 
cities. 





Director-less Texaco Show Stumbles 
When Kenny Baker Sings in German 





Texaco gas got a mild but embar- 
rassing kickback when on its Easter 
night program (5) singer Kenny 
Baker, apparently on his own initia- 
tive and against professional advice, 
came through with ‘Ave Maria’ in 
the German language. 

Texaco has been trying for two 
years to get people to forget Ger- 
many in relation to itself. 

This faux pas will probably result 
in an immediate decision to hire a 
director. Program had decided to 
Slide along without one since Vick 
Knight went into the Government 
service, 











Whiteman’s Frisco Airing 





Hollywood, April 7. 
Paul Whiteman puts in a week at 
the Golden Gate in Frisco April 22 


and also does his broadcast from 
there with Burns and Allen. Soap 
show will be the second to emanate 
from the new NBC studios there. 

Jack Benny pries off the lid April 
26 in a week of dedication cere- 
monies, with several other programs 
from here going north for the in- 
augural, 





Like Many Worries, It Didn't Happen 





Hollywood, April 7. 


Cheeks and jowls of J. Walter Thompsonites in the Hollywood of- 
fice were tinged with apologetic pink last week when ‘it can now be 
told’ revelation of Bob Hope’s Pepsodent last Tuesday (31) came to 


light. 


Agency lads beat themselves into quite a lather when reports 


drifted into their cubicles that Hope would pitch his program at Santa 
Ana, Cal., new air corps replacement center, to give it, so to speak, 


its radio dedication. 


That can’t happen here, bleated the JWT’s, as 


they had the word of the commandant that Edgar Bergen and his java 
troupe would be the first—but FIRST—to broadcast from the new 


service site. 


Phones buzzed and teletypes pounded but to no avail. 


For reasons military, they were told, the origination point of Hope’s 


broadcast could not be revealed. 


Danny Danker and his brain trust 


smelled a cover-up and were more than ever convinced that Hope 


was beating them to it at Santa Ana. 


The burn was reaching second 


degree intensity. Came the night of Hope’s broadcast but Santa Anans 


saw no trace of Hope and his itinerant band of entertainers. 


Once 


on the air it could be told where the pitch was being made—just 


outside the L. A. city limits, in Hawthorne. 


It had been brought to 


the comedian’s notice that searchlight and anti-aircraft operators in 
the vicinity had been passed up in the matter of entertainment so 
the Army made arrangements to converge them at Hawthorne. The 


reason for the secrecy of their concentration was obvious. 


had been saved for JWT and the 
corps center. 


Santa Ana 
official christening of the new air 





Kaltenborn Inducts A.K.’s* 
Into His 20-Year Club; 
NBC Pays the Check 


Hans Von Kaltenborn was given a 
complimentary banquet, a_ silver 
plate and a big atlas (not guaran- 
teed accurate) at the Harvard Club, 
New York, last Saturday night with 
Frank Mullen and NBC acting as 
host. The atlas was from Kalten- 
born’s sponsor, Pure Oil. James 
Rowland Angell, ex-president of 
Yale, was in charge of insulting the 
guest of honor who, it seems, went 
to Harvard. NBC paid the check. 
Elmer Davis made the rebuttal for 
CBS. Hendrik Van Loon also spoke. 
Chairman James L. Fly of the FCC 
was spoken about but said nothing. 
He just laughed and cogitated. 

Men who have been in radio 20 
years were handed certificates by 
Kaltenborn, who is founder and 
charter member of his own 20 Year 
Club. 

Kaltenborn, who has just signed a 
two-year renewal of his contract 
with _NBC, starts a new nightly 
series April 20. He’ll be sponsored 
by Pure Oil and Lumberman’s Mu- 
tual Casualty Insurance on the net- 
work, but as a sustainer on WEAF, 
New York. 

Among the two decade men at the 
banquet tables were Quincy Brackett 
of WSPR, Springfield, Mass.; George 
Hay of WSM, Nashville; Kolin 
Hager, W. T. Meenan, W. J. Purcell 
of WGY, Schenectady; C. D. Wag- 
goner of G. E.; George H. Jaspert of 
WTAG, Worcester; George M. Bur- 
bach of KSD, St. Louis; Dwight 
Myer, Walter Evans, Edwin Landon 
and Charles Bickerton of KDKA, 
Pittsburgh. Also, scattered, Franklin 
Dunham, Robert Campbell, Wilson 
Weatherby. 

Start of the commentator series in 
the 7:30-7:45 p.m. spot across the 
board forces off the air the ‘Schaefer 
Revue,’ now heard 7:30-8 p.m. Wed- 
nesdays locally on WEAF, New 
York. B.B.D. & O. agency hopes to 
find another spot for the beer stanza, 
but if suitable time isn’t available 
the show will be dropped perma- 





nently. Guests on the final Schae- 
fer broadcasts will be Tommy 
Dorsey tonight (Wednesday) and 


Beatrice Kaye, next week (15). 





*AK—Has been politely trans- 
lated for polite radio, as Antiquated 
Knight. It has another translation, 
too. 


B. & H. Will Sponsor 
Navy Man Paul Schubert 


Benson & Hedges wiil sponsor ex- 
Navy officer Paul Schubert’s war 
news commentary series five nights 
a week on WOR, New York, start- 
ing Monday (13) for Virginia Rounds 
cigarets. Stanza will be heard 10:30- 
10:45 p.m., in the spot now occu- 
pied by the recorded ‘Wheatena 
Playhouse,’ which folds tomorrow 
night (Thursday) for the season. 

Duane Jones is the agency and 
Robert C. Mayo the WOR account 
representative. 








Krueger Beer Blurbing 





Compton agency is scouting avail- 
abilities among stations in New 
York, New Jersey, New England and 
other Atlantic seaboard states for 
Krueger Beer. 

Schedule for each station will be 
either 20 half-hour weekly recorded 
program or one-minute nightly an- 
nouncements over a period of 26 
weeks, 


RELIGIOUSRADIO 
CONFERENCE IN 
DENVER 


; Denver, April 7, 
The University of Denver will 

have a conference on _ religious 

broadcasting next Aug. 3-4-5. It will 


be conducted by Rev. Frank Nel- 
son, now of the Bureau of Institu- 
tional Broadcasting of Pasadena, 
Cal., but previously of Lakewoed, 
Ohio. Nelson organized and pre- 
sided at the first religious panel dis- 
eussion (1940) held in connection 
with the Ohio State Institute for 
Education by Radio. (James Scull of 
the Conference of Christians and 
Jews conducted the 1941 meeting at 
Columbus,—Ed.) 

For the Denver conference under 
Dr. Elwood Murray these speakers 
have already been lined up: Charles 
E. Schofield, Robert Hudson, Harold 
Gilmore, A. G. Crane. 


BUTTERWORTH OFF 
VOX POP PROGRAM 


Wally Butterworth has been 
dropped off the ‘Vox Pop’ show and 
Parks Johnson will continue for the 
present with guest co-interviewers. 
Walter O’Keefe will fill the date 
Monday night (13) when the show 
broadcasts from the Naval Air sta- 
tion at Floyd Bennett field, Brook- 
lyn. Gary C. Breckner, Coast in- 
terviewer and announcer, flew in for 
last Monday night’s (6) edition and 
Warren Hull filled the spot the pre- 
vious week (30). 

Johnson owns the show, which airs 
on CBS for Emerson Drug (Bromo- 
Seltzer). Nate Tufts directs it for 
Ruthrauff & Ryan. 














CHICAGO SUN ON WLS 


Joe Kelly Reads The Funnies To 
The Kiddies 
Chicago, April 7. 

Marshall Field’s Chicago Sun steps 
into local radio picture with . daily 
quarter-hour strip and half hour 
Sunday shot on WLS. Shows start 
Menday. (6), and have been signed 
for 13 weeks. 

Stint will have Joe Kelly, of ‘Quiz 
Kids’ and National Barn Dance as 
talent. He will read Sun comics at 
7:45 a.m. as circulation builder. 

Sunday show will be reading of 
papers’ comic section. 








WHIP Starts Soon 
Chicag« April 7. 
Slated to go into full time opera- 
tion in mid-April, WHIP has com- 
pleted installation of new transmit- 
ter and antennas. A five tower set- 
up, being used by station has yet 
to be phased and adjusted before 
new equipment can be thrown on. 
Station using 5000 watts, will op- 
erate 24 hours daily. Two new 
studios are being added to Chicago 
set-up of station, located downtown. 
— studios remain at Hammond, 
nd, 
WHIP, with Marshall Field as 
guiding light, will embark on new 





policy, and power simultaneously in 
mid-April. 
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Mutual's $1,053.444 in March 





Mutual Network’s gross time sales for last month was $1,053,444, or 
105.4% better than the $513,774 which prevailed for March, 1041, The 


web is 106.4% up on the year, 


Accumulative billings for the initial quarter of this year is $3,016,141, 


as compared with $1,461,162 for the 





Campbell Cancels Lanny Ross; 
Tin Shortage Affects Packer 





a 
v 


first three months of 1941. 





Campbell Soup has cancelled the 
Lanny Ross series on CBS, effective 
May 1, on the grounds that it is un- 


able to get the tin necessary for its 
packing of the Franco-American 
brand of spaghetti and macaroni. 
The victualer had also found out re- 
cently that if it did want to use jars 
it wouldn’t be able to get rubber 
washers for sealing purposes. This 
eancellation, as far as the time sched- 
ule is concerned, constitutes the 
hardest blow that CBS has received 
from any individual customer since 
America’s entry into the war. The 
Ross program has a hookup of 57 
stations five evenings a week. 

The cancellation came just as Ross 
was due to switch from Ruthrauff & 
Ryan to the Ward Wheelock agency. 
George Zachery had been hired to 
produce the series for Wheelock as 
of April 6. Ross had recently re- 
ceived a 13-week renewal, which 
would have taken him up to June 26. 
Campbell's remaining programs, each 
on CBS, are Amos ‘n’ Andy and Bob 
Burns. The Burns contract has eight 
weeks to go. 

Chesterfield has put in a bid for 
Ross’ present spot (7.15). The cig 
account uses but three quarter-hours 
a week, but it is understood that 
CBS has been approached by an- 
other advertiser that would be dis- 
posed to make it five 15-minute 
periods a week. Chesterfield wants 
the niche for the Glenn Miller pro- 
gram, 


WATERLOO HAS 
$69,000-A-YEAR 
GUARANTEE 


Under the deal which the Blue 
Network has made with KXEL, new 
Waterloo, Ia., 50,000-watter, the sta- 
tion will receive a guarantee of 
$65,000 a year for five years, with 
free line charges to Burlington as 
well as Waterloo, 

The Blue also agreed to buy the 
‘Josh Higgins’ program, from Joe 
Dumond, one of KXEL’s owners. 
Dumond created the ‘Uncle Josh’ 
character, 











Robert J, Landry of ‘Variety’ is 
lecturing at Harvard University in 
Cambridge this week on radio and 
propaganda in wartime. 





Art Green Bankrupt 


Art Green, known as Archibald 
8. Gellis, radio announcer employed 
by WMCA, filed a voluntary petition 
of bankruptcy in N.Y. federal court 
Monday (6), listing $200 in assets 
and $4,068 in liabilities. He owes 
$249 in taxes to the Government. 

There are no theatrical creditors, * 


WHDH, BOSTON, 
GOES T0 BLUE 


Boston, April 7. 
WHDH succeeds WBZ on June 15 
as the local Blue network outlet, 
Ralph Matheson, general manager 
of WHDH announced here. WBZ 
takes over NBC-Red from WNAC, 
which in turn switches to Mutual, 
with WAAB moving to Worcester. 
WHDH operates on 850 kilocycles 
and 5000 watts power from a new 
plant on Saugus marshes, 














John Hymes Into Media 
At Lord & Thomas Agcy. 


John Hymes, time buyer of Lord 
& Thomas, moved this week from 
the radio department to the agency’s 
media department. However, he 
continues the same duties and re- 
tains his title. 


He and Joseph Bauer, space buyer, 
will be in charge of their respective 
branches of the combined depart- 
ment. 





CANCELS CANCELLATION 


Bon Marche Finds Women Are 
Keeping Fit-Conscious 








Seattle, April 7. 

Bon Marche department store has 
called off its calling off of the ‘Good 
Health Club’ program on WOL after 
receiving over 500 letters of protest 
against the cancellation. The sta- 
tion thinks that the incident proves 
that women have become keep-fit- 
for-war conscious, 

Program, which is conducted by 





Ray Daughters, swimming coach, 
was to go off April 1, Announcement | 
of the cancellation was broadcast | 
four days previous (28). 





Blue Offers 6-6:30 P.M. Spot For 


‘Lone Ranger 


at Afternoon Rates 





; Another General Mills renewal on 
The Lone Ranger’ has come up and 
the affiliates of the Mutual Network 
are faced with a ticklish problem. 
The Blue Network has made a pitch 
for the General Mills business, and 
the question that Mutual has put to 
its affiliates is whether they are 
agreeable to meeting the Blue’s rate 
Proposition, 

The Blue has offered to schedule 
the Ranger’ series at 6 to 6:30 p.m. 
ata daytime rate, with the proviso 
that if any affiliates can’t clear the 
show at that time it would be taken 
off locally on records and broadcast 





at a later period. The rate would 
not be affected by these delayed 
broadcasts, General Mills supports 
three installments of the ‘Ranger’ a 
week. 

In putting the proposition up to 
its affiliates Mutual pointed out that 
if the same arrangement as offered 
by the Blue were accepted Mutual 
would, like the Blue, be automatic- 
ally modifying its rate in that the 





6 to 6:30 segment could no longer be 
considered Class A, or evening, time. | 
Mutual has for several years cleared 
the ‘Ranger’ in the east at 7:30-8 | 
p.m. 


‘NO INJURY WHILE 
AWAITING APPEAL 


Scripps-Howard’s Claim of 
Damage to WCPO, Cin- 
cinnati (in 1939) Without 
Right to Be Heard Is Up- 
held 6-2 by U.S. Supreme 
Court 





VITAL TO RIGHTS 





Washington, April 7. 
Broadcasters aré entitled to get 
stay orders delaying effectiveness of 
a Federal Communications Commis- 


sion order, safeguarding their rights 
as public servants, under terms of 
a 6—2 decision of the United States 
Supreme Court Monday (6). In 
hard-fought litigation between Com- 
mish barristers and attorneys for 
Scripps-Howard Radio, the Supreme 
Court majority declared that appel- 
late courts have a traditional right 
to prevent ‘irreparable injury’ before 
a final determination of an important 
procedural question. 

Effect of the ruling was a stop sign 
for the regulators in cases where, 
without a hearing, théy grant an ap- 
plication over protests of individuals 
who have not been afforded the 
chance to, register their objections, 
offer evidence, or press a conflicting 
claim. 

With Associate Justices William O. 
Douglas and Frank Murphy siding 
with the Commish, the six majority 
jurists flagged down the regulators 
with a reminder that judicial review 
is empty privilege if situations are 
changed before the umpires can 
make up their minds. Associate 
Justice Felix Frankfurter reaffirmed 
the ‘conventional power’ of interme- 
diate courts to prevent ‘irreparable 
injury’ by freezing the status quo 
pending a thorough examination of 
the facts. 

Litigation dates back to October, 
1939, when the Commish, without a 
hearing, green-lighted the applica- 
tion of WCOL, Columbus, O., to 
move from 1210 to 1200 ke, simul- 
taneously upping power from 100 
to 250 watts. On behalf of its Cin- 
cinnati outlet, WCPO, Scripps-How- 
ard asked the regulators to rescind 
the order and grant a hearing. This 
petition was denied and an imme- 
diate appeal was taken. The Com- 
mish law experts opposed the S-H 
plea for a stay order, winning two 
to one, but later were stymied when 
on a rehearing the full District of 
Columbia Appeals Court split three- 
three, Then the issue was passed 
up to the U. S. Supreme Court for 
a decision of far-reaching impor- 
tance, 

Arguments of the Commish that 
the question involved was only ‘gen- 
eral’ didn’t impress the Supreme 
Court majority. Tracing the legis- 
lative history of the 1934 Communi- 


cations Act, Justice Frankfurter 
noted there is nothing in the statute 
about the Appeals Court’s right to 
issue (or not issue) stay orders. 
Therefore, he said, the traditional] 


right of intermediate tribunals must 
be considered—it is reasonable 
an appellate body to delay execution 
of a lower body’s decision’ whenever 
it appears that irreparable injury 
might result from carrying out the 
challenged decision. Court review of 
an accomplished fact would be mean- 
ingless, in the majority’s view. 
Silence Gives Consent - 


Dissenting on technical grounds, 
Justice Douglas said the type of 
order challenged by S-H was specifi- 
cally exempted from the stay pro- 
visions of the Communications Act. 
He noted that Congress failed to 
give the courts power to erect bar- 
riers in the FCC’s way and said that 
the legislators’ silence draws a line 
b. -ween the different types of argu- 
ments that must be fully threshed 
out before Commish orders are final. 
Silence gives consent, in Douglas’ 
estimation. If Congress meant for 
the D. C. Court of Appeals to have 
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Gruenberg’s Award 





Axel Gruenberg, not John 
Gibbs, directs ‘Against the 
Storm.’ Confusion of the two 
occurred in last week’s story re- 
porting the Peabody. Awards 
which singled out this Sandra 
Michael-written serial. 

Gruenberg does the directing 
for the Compton agency. He is 
assistant production manager of 
NBC under Wilfred Roberts. 
Gibhs is business manager of the 
serial. 


WLW'S OWNN. Y. 
OFFICE MAY 1 


Cincinnati, April 7. 

WLW sales offices in New York 
take leave of the Transamerican 
Broadcasting & -Television Corp. 
quarters on May 1. James D. Shouse, 
for WLW, recalls that the move is 
in accord with terms of a mutual 
agreement entered into 18 months 
ago. Negotiations are under way 
for location of WLW’s new offices in 
the International Building on Fifth 
avenue. 

WLW’s New York office is man- 
aged by Warren Jennings. Sales staff 
includes Frank Fenton, Eldon Park, 
George Comtois and Bernie Musnik. 
The secretaries are Mary Walsh and 
Madison Heartman. 


DON BRYAN JOINS WMCA 
AS RINES’ SUCCESSOR 


Don Bryan becomes musical di- 
rector of WMCA, N. Y., April 20, 
replacing Joe Rines, who resigned 
to go with the Blue Network, start- 
ing next week. Rines is currently 
at Loew’s’ State on Broadway. 

Bryan has been both a conductor 
and manager of bands in radio. 

















would have said so. No matter how 
they feel about the most desirable 
way to handle these matters, the 
members of the Supreme Court 
bench lack authority to rewrite legis- 
lation, Douglas protested. 

The outcome of the controversy 
was cheering to th: preponderance 
of radio barristers. No matter how 
they lined up on the rightness or 
wrongness of the original Commish 
action, industry attorneys generally 
felt the courts should be able to 
suspend carrying out of a decision 





| 





ch-llenged in this fashion, especially 
when the regulators made a grant 
without hearing any evidence ex- 
cept what was contained in formal 
papers. 


New York local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians has 
given NBC until June 1 to split up 
the 130-piece orchestra that until 
now has served both the Red and 
Blue networks. Local wants the 
group to be divided into two sep- 
arate units, to conform with the cur- 
rent status of the two as separate 
chains, divorced from each other re- 
cently via FCC order. Leopold 
Spitalny is union contractor at NBC; 
he will, of course, have to move to 
one or the other. 

Local’s idea in ordering the division 
of men is to prevent interchange; if 
one net required say a combination 
of 80 men it would, under the split 
(which would cut each outfit to 65 
men) be compelled to hire additional 


_| manpower, giving more musicians 


work. NBC is understood to be re- 
sisting 802’s order because of the 
NBC Symphony, which at times runs 
to 120 men. Future. broadcasts 
would either have to be discontinued 
or the Red would be forced into 
maintaining alone its present com- 
plement. 


PAINE REQUESTS 
N.A.B. HEAR HIM 
IN CLEVELAND 


John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, has asked the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters to assign 
him a speaking spot o.. the program 
of its forthcoming convention in 
Cleveland (May 11-13). 

In his letter to Neville Miller, 
N.A.B. prez, Paine stated that there 
were certain things of mutual inter- 
est, between ASCAP and broadcast- 
ers, that he would lik: to present 
during the convention. 


WPB MORALE PROGRAM 
FROM HOLLYWOOD 


The Blue network will launch a 
new morale show April 22 for the 
War Production Board. It'll originate 
in Hollywood, using film names, and 
will be spotted 10-10:30 Wednesday 
nights. 

‘America, Let’s Go’ has been 
suggested as the title, but that isn’t 
definite. 


GAC Reps H. Spence 


General Amusement Corp. has ob- 
tained the radio rights to ‘One Foot 
in Heaven’ from the author, Hartzell 
Spence, and is arranging to cast and 
record a samplé installment of the 
proposed serial. 

Warner Bros. did the film version 
jof the novel. 























And Radio Stations Have Problems 





Chattanooga, April 7. 

Some kind of compromise seems 
likely in the Chattanooga pastors’ 
‘Victory-Over-Vice’ campaign and 
the three local radio stations— 
WDOD, WAPO and WDEF. The 
churchmen have been refused paid 
air time for their current drive 
against gambling and prostitution 
here, the stations stating that the 
campaign was ‘politics.’ 

After church group talk of ‘open- 
ing a fourth radio station’ one of the 
ministers was allowed paid time Fri- 


; day (3) on WDEF, Mutual affiliate, 


power to enjoin the regulators, it}to discuss ‘Righteousness Exalteth a 


Nation and Sin Is a Reproach to Any 
People.’ He rung in a few words in 
behalf of the ‘V-Over-V’ move. 

Chattanooga Pastors Association 
was to meet and discuss drive Mon- 
day (6) and, if endorsed, the cam<« 
paign will be okayed by the stations. 
About 40 churches, mostly Baptists, 
are behind the movement. 





Rupert Caplan, producer and gen- 
eral program consultant for Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp., is in hos- 
pital under observation for probable 





operation for gallstones. 


TION VICTOR 


$02 Wants No Musician Pool 
Common to Both NBC and Blue; 
Demands Separation By June | 
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Southern Whites, Negroes in Camp 
Fight, Radio Asked Not to Use Story 


Although Newsp 





Apprehension was expressed in 
gome broadcaster quarters last week 
over the action of Ed Kirby, head 
of the radio publicity branch of the 
U. S. Army Bureau of Public Re- 
lations, in asking radio to lay off the 
black and white brawl at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey, while newspapers gave 
front page attention to the incident. 
Kirby’s request was heeded im- 
plicitly, but to the broadcasters who 
raised questions among themselves it 
wasn’t clear whether Kirby’s move 
had been prompted by the particular 
circumstances of the case or whether 
it presaged a new censorship policy, 
namely, the drawing of a line of de- 
marcation between printed news and 
broadcast news. 

Kirby had apparently acted on his 
own authority. The direction to ra- 
dio stations came over the wires of 
the Associated Press at 3:47 a.m., 
Friday. The N. Y. Daily News de- 
voted its entire front page to a 
headline on the story, while the 
N. Y. Times also gave it page 1 but 
with the head limited to a single 
column. It served as the banner 
story of the N. Y. Post later in the 
day, but the radio stations continued 
to abide by Kirby’s request. 

The brawl, which ended in the 
death of three soldiers and the 
wounding of five others, involved 
Negro and white servicemen who 
originated from the South. The 
clash, which took place off the camp 
reservation, had to do with the use 
of a telephone booth. 





Sissy O’Brien 1s new warbler on 
‘Sunday Down South’ and ‘Riverboat 
Revels’, NBC shows fed by WSM. 
She replaces Kay Carlisle who is in 
Panama with Camel Caravan. 





apers Front-Page It 


-The Belasco Touch 


Chicago, April 7. 

Les Tremayne of ‘First 
Nighter’ sporting beard and long 
haircut. He stars in a religious 
play ‘Broken Idol’ at Marshall- 
town, Iowa, every year, and 
needs the rigging. 

Last year’s fake beard and wig 
turned up missing before per- 
formance. 


— 








LOTS OF NEWS 
COMMENT ON 
BLUE 


Blue network is bolstering its 
hourly news bulletins with 10- 


minute commentator programs 
spotted immediately before or after. 
They'll use analysis from Washing- 
ton, plus interviews and such spe- 
cial material. Idea is to supplement 
the regular news reports, as in many 
cases the affiliate stations use their 
own local news bulletins (usually 
locally sponsored) instead of the net- 
work service. 

One such commentator series is 
‘Men at Sea,’ with George Hicks, 
across the board at 3:35 p.m. Others 
are to be spotted at 2:35 p.m. and 
4:50 p.m., with announcers not yet 
selected. 























WAN 
THE 


; 


RIGHT TIME ? 


rk’s 
call the piue Netw® 


New Prone 


IN NEW YORK cat circte 7-5700 
IN CHICAGO cat Delaware 1900 


IN SAN FRANCISCO catt Graystone 6565 


IN HOLLYWOOD 


Call Tuxede 5176 


The right time, the right stations, the right program, you can get-all 


three by calling any of the Blue Network’s new telephone numbers. 


We're used to going out and gett 


ing business the hard way, but don’t 


get us wrong—telephong orders are gladly accepted! And whether by 
phone or in person, we'd appreciate the opportunity of showing you 
why the Blue is an especially good buy in this wartime economy, 


It’s always easy to do business with the Blue. And we hope these new, 


* exclusively-Blue phone numbers will make it even easier! 


Blve Network Company—A Radio Corporation of America Service. 











Some Maternal Reaction 
Reported to ‘Realism’ 
In Morale Programs 


Pittsburgh, April 7. 

Local radio editors report receiv- 
ing mail in opposition to ‘This Is 
War’ and ‘They Live Forever’, most 
of it, they say, coming from mothers 
of boys in the service who dislike 
grim realism and scenes of death in 
battle, no matter how heroic. Gen- 
eral tone of the letter: is against de- 
tails on war horrors, parents com- 
plaining about ‘gruesome qualities.’ 

Vince Johnson, radio editor of 
morning Post-Gazette, devoted his 
whole column one day last week to 
a typical letter. According to John- 
son, it follows the same pattern as 
most of the other protests, and goes 
in part: 

‘What kind of reaction do you ex- 
pect? Especially trom mothers like 
me? We are just an average Pitts- 
burgh family, with a grown son, 
whom I cradled in my arms at the 
Armistice signing in 1918 and 
thanked God that war was ended. 
Also a daughter who is an R. N. 
Both of them are subject to call, and 
my boy may get his any day. 

‘Don’t you think it is asking just 
a bit too much to ask all of us to 
sit and listen to a recital of war 
horrors? After my husband has 
spent every day all week wrestling 
steel into line for armaments? And 
after son spent almost two years on 
his job sending steel to the mill... 
Could I expect him to listen to pro- 
grams like the first two I heard? 
After I am played out from a week’s 
programs, all of which hammer war 
into us in some form or another. 

‘For myself, I am resigned to the 
fact that this spring may scatter cur 
family to the four corners of the 
earth, if it must be. Daughter is 
already talking of foreign service. 
But we don’t feel required, in order 
to do our bit, to listen to what may 
be a heroic rescue or a tragic death 
at sea or in the air. We can read 
all that in the papers ... more than 
we can cope with. Why should we 
not listen to our favorite music, or 
comedy, after we have done our 
week’s work. It need not detract our 
efforts to do every bit we can for 
Victory.’ 


Civilian Defense 
Show ‘Our Block’ 
Stresses Nabors 








Chicago, April 7. 
‘Our Block,’ radio program de- 
signed to assist metropolitan office of 
Civilian Defense in co-ordination of 
block activities, a new show for 
WBBM. Program on Fridays, 6:30 

p.m., CWT, got under way April 3. 
Produced by Dan Ryan of WBBM 
staff, script for ‘Our Block’ is by 
David Peltz and David DeKoven of 
OCD. Story dramatizes typical city 
block and OCD workers’ activities, 


WAYNE GRIFFIN’S NEW JOB 


With Berg-Alienberg Talent Office— 
Fickett Flies West 











Wayne Griffin, director of the 
Coast originations of ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ for du Pont, has resigned 
to join the Berg-Allenberg talent 
agency, Hollywood. Homer Fickett, 
director of the New York broadcasts 
of the show, planed to the Coast 
after Monday night’s (6) stanza to 
handle next week’s (13) edition 
there. It will star Basil Rathbone in 
Robert Taliman’s script, ‘Continental 
Uniform,’ a story of Benedict Arnold. 
Following week (20) will also orig- 
inate on the Coast, with Claude 
Rains playing the leading part of 
Thomas Paine in ‘In This Crisis,’ 
scripted by Robert Richards. 

B. B. D. & O. hasn't decided about 
a permanent setup for the Coast edi- 
tions of ‘Cavalcade,’ but for the pres- 
ent Fickett will commute with the 
show. 





WGAR Adds U. P. Wire 
Cleveland, April 7. 

Beginring tomorrow (9) WGAR 
will add United Press wires to its 
International News Service news 
room facilities. WTAM formerly 
was sole UP radio outlet in Cleve- 
land. 

WTAM also uses Associated Press 
as does WCLE-WHK. 





‘We Are Ready, 


Says New York 





‘We Are Ready’ is the title of a running report to the citizens of 
New York City that will be broadcast during the week of April 13 
under tié-ups arranged by Morris Novik of Station WNYC and a com- 
mittee on behalf of Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia. Various Manhattan 
commercial stations are cooperating with city-owned WNYC which is 
getting information on civilian defense matters to the populace. 
Various radio commentators will interview city officials under the 


following evening schedule: 


Monday, WEAF, 6:30—F. H. LaGuardia, Mayor of N. Y. C.-H. V. 


Kaltenborn—We Are Ready.’ 


Tuesday, WJZ, 7:45—Irving V. A. Huie, Com. of Public Works-Lowell 
Thomas—‘We Are Ready to Rebuild.’ 


Wednesday, WOR, 9:45—Lewis J. 


Valentine, Com. of Police Dept.- 


Gabriel Heatter—‘The Police Are Ready.’ 

Thursday, WMCA, 8:45—Patrick J. Walsh, Com. of Fire Dept.-Johannes 
Steele—The Fire Fighters Are Ready.’ 

Friday, WABC, 10:15—William Hodson, Com. of Welfare Dept.-Elmer 
Davis—‘We'll Take Care of the Homeless.’ 

Saturday, WHN, 8:30—Dr. Edward M. Bernecker, Com. of Hospitals 
Dept.-George Coombs—‘The Medical Service Is Ready.’ 











~ Kaltenborn Galls Army Radioites 





Just. Before Start of ‘Army Hour,’ Commentator 
‘Hopes’ Auspices Will Allow Radio to Function 





H. V. Kaltenborn, doing his Sun- 
day afternoon (5) news commentary 
on NBC, called attention to “The 
Army Hour,’ which was making its 
debut immediately following at 3:30 
p.m. Then he added words to the 
effect that he sincerely hoped the 
Army wouldn’t be stiff-necked about 
the series, but would permit radio 
technicians of experience and know- 
how to prevail over brasshatism. 
This pre-broadcast criticism caused 
considerable comment in military 
circles. 

The Army radio branch (in the 
Public Relations setup) was quick 
to point out that it is manned almost 
altogether by experienced broad- 
casters. These include Ed Kirby and 


PROF. QUIZ ORDERED 
TO PAY EX-WIFE 256’S 


Boston, April 7. 

‘Prof. Quiz’ of the radio, also 
known as Dr. Craig Earle and 
Arthur E. Baird in private life, must 
pay $25,000 to his ex-wife, Mrs. 
Grace L. Baird, of Belmont, in a 
decision of the Massachusetts Su- 
preme Court, upholding an order of 
Superior Court Judge John C. 
Leggat when Mrs. Baird sued for 
modification of their divorce decree. 

Baird had apppealed the order, 
claiming that his radio work was 
of an ‘uncertain nature,’ and that 
he was supporting their son, Arthur, 
Jr. He has remarried since his 
divorce. 

Mrs. Baird obtained the divorce 
in 1935 on grounds of desertion, after 
testifying Baird left her after 15 
years of marriage. There was no ali- 
mony granted at the time, and Mrs. 
Baird said she had been forced to 
support their young son. 

Five years ago she said she recog- 
nized the radio voice of ‘Professor 
Quiz’ as that of her former husband. 
S"e asked for and received modi- 
fication of her divorce decree to pro- 
vide for an alimony settlement. 
Last July her husband was ordered 
to pay $100 weekly pending a final 
hearing. 

Tke ‘Professor,’ answering inter- 
rogatories which were read in court, 
stated he had earned $90,364 in 1939 
and $117,122 in 1940. 











Dan Golenpaul, owner of the ‘In- 
formation, Please’ program, has sub- 
mitted to the War Department a plan 
for a network series which would 
make use of Russel Crouse as writer 
and Deems Taylor ag m.c. The ges- 
ture is strictly patriotic. 





Jack Harris, from WSM, Nashville: 
Lou Cowan, owner of the ‘Quiz Kids’ 
program; Wyliss Cooper, with over 
a decade of radio writing experience; 
Joe Thompson, former NBC program 
director, and several others from 
the radio profession, 

Kaltenborn’s suggestion that the 
Army was amateur in matters of 
showmanship proved slightly galling. 





Kaltenborn’s Texas Talk 
Fort Worth, April 7. 

H. V. Kaltenborn, radio commen- 
tator, here Thursday (2) declared 
he has no fight against the working 
men of America but that it is some 
of the labor leaders who are ‘un- 
scrupulous racketeers, against whom 
he is waging war. 

Arriving by plane, he went 52 
miles west to Mineral Wells where 
he addressed the annual Chamber of 
Commerce banquet and inspected 
Camp Wolters. 
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WELL ORGANIZED 
FOR EMERGENCIES 


Cleveland Board of Educa- 
tion Has Worked Out 
Details to Quickly Pass 
Instructions to 200,000 
Pupils Throughout Cuya- 
hoga County 


—_—_—=> 


AVOIDS PHONE USE 








Cleveland, April 7. 
Through its FM outlet, WBOE, 
the Board of Education station, has 


ating approximately 200,000 pupils 
in 200 public and 100 parochial 
schools in Cuyahoga County. Each 
school has direct radio contact with 
WBOE and constant watch is main- 
tained by students for air-faid warn- 
ings. Tip-off will be three blasts of 
police whistle following by word ‘at- 
tention.’ Announcer then will give 
‘Army Yellow’ warning, designating 
25 minutes before air-raid is ex- 
pected. Teachers wil. dismiss classes 
instantaneously and elementary 
teachers are to escort children part 
way home. At ‘Army Red’ warning, 
five-minutes before expectant raid, 
teachers will take classes to safest 
prt of building. Radio will con- 
tinue to blare wa>ning until ordered 
off the air. 

School officials, according to 
William B. Levenson, directing su- 
pervisor of radio, discovered this 
best means of warning schools. 

Attempt to reach school by tele- 
phone showed lines busy 20% of 
times called—and this during normal 
day when parents are not alarmed. 

WBOE also has promoted series of 
programs ‘What Can I Do’ to further 
pupils. understariding of air raids. 
Final program to be recording by 
Hollywood star on ‘Ke » Faith With 
a Just Cause.’ Idea of these i5 10- 
minute recordings to prepare pupils, 
just in case, and prevent pupils from 
becoming emotionally upset. Each 
of 13 centrally-located high schools 
is prepared to dispatch messengers 
to other schools in area when air 
raid warnings sound, not only assure 
double protection, but help pupils 
realize necessity of cooperation. 

Public, private and _ parochial 
schools formed ‘School Committee on 
Air Raid Prevention’ to decide ex- 
tensive plans believed to be first in 
pe country concocted by school sys- 

em. 


WWJ, DETROIT 
READY FOR 
RAIDS 











’ Detroit, April 7. 

Military drills of the station’s per- 
sonnel on a regular schedule were 
started last week at WWJ under di- 
rection of Forrest P. Wallace, busi- 
ness manager, named defense coor- 
dinator for the five-story studio. 
Last fall an organization for the pro- 
tection of property was completed 
by Robert Kelly, public relations 
director who functions as the black- 
out warden. The system went into 
effect Dec. 8 on receipt of the an- 
nouncement of the war. 

The station believes it is the first 
which went into the war with a 
Protective organization which in- 
cludes detailed identification cards 
With photograph and fingerprints 
for employees and a pass plan for 
visitors, Complete first-aid room 
also has been established on the 


lower level adjacent to the bomb 
shelter, 





SCHOOL RADIO'S RAID P 








BALLANTINE TO NBC? 


Beer Program Probably Into Vacated 
Frank Fay Niche 








Ballantine Beer will probably 
switch its Milton Berle-Bob Crosby 
show from the Blue Network to 
NBC, Move would take effect April 
23, or a week after the Frank Fay- 
Tums program folds in the Thursday 
10:30-11 p.m. spot. If the arrange- 
ment materializes it will be the first 
time that NBC has lifted its eight- 
year ban on beer advertising. 

The Ballantine show starts April 
27 on a tour of service training 
camps. The first stand will be Camp 
Callen in California. 


NETWORK RENEWALS 


Boake Carter, 21 Mutual , stations, 
52 weeks, April 6; Land O’ Lakes 
creamery. 

‘Your Hit Parade,’ 95 CBS stations, 








This War Needs Name 





WHOM, N. Y., which special- 
ized in foreign language broad- 
casts, has joined President 
Roosevelt’s search for an apt 
name describing the present war. 
The station’s management will 
solicit name suggestions from 
listeners nightly, offering a $25 
war bond as a prize. 

All names will be sent to the 
White House. 








Preston Pumphrey Joins 
World Waxers in N.Y.C. 


Preston H. Pumphrey has gone 
with the station relations depart- 
ment of the World Broadcasting 
System, Inc. 

He has been with the Fuller & 
Smith & Ross and Warwick & Leg- 
ler agencies and his last connection 


13 weeks, May 2; American tobacco| was with Broadcast Music, Inc., as 


(Lucky Strike), Lord & Thomas. 


manager of agency relations. 


What the War Is All About 





Radio Commentators in 


For Soldiers 


Special Series Designed 





Leigh White, former European 
correspondent for Columbia, will be 
the speaker tomorrow night (Thurs- 


day) on the War Department’s new 
morale program for the troops at 
home and abroad. His subject will 
be ‘The War to Date.’ He will speak 
trom Ft. Meade, Md. 

Subsequent speakers will be 
Quentin Reynolds, ‘Our Allies—Your 
Comrades,’ April 16, Ft. Monmouth, 
N. J.; William L. Shirer, ‘Your 
Enemies, the Fascists,’ Apri) 73, 
Ft. Belvoir, Va.; Herbert Agar, 
‘What We Fight For,’ April 30, 


| York, ‘A Freedom Worth Fighting 
' For,” May 7, Camp Claiborne, La. 

| Edward R. Murrow launched the 
| series last Thursday (2) from West 
| Point, N Y., with a talk on ‘The 
Road to War.’ Programs are aired 
Thursdays, 6:15-6:30 p.m. over CBS 
and are short-waved to U. S. forces 
overseas. 





Anne Lorentz, new commercial 
program writer at WTAG, Worcester,_ 
ris sister of Pare Lorentz. 





Dick Hermann has joinéd the sales 





from an as yet unselected camp, 





near New York, and Sgt. Alvin C. 


sales force of Station WINS, New 
York. 
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From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tur Rapio Trave Is Discussinc: Bad getaway of Army Hour—Un- 
abated melancholy in some radio houses—What Lieut.-General Ben 
Lear said about soft jobs—NBC’s gesture to organized labor. 








Niles Trammell and Frank E. Mullen, of NBC, both made ‘Who's Who’ 
for 1942....former now in Florida, latter carrying on double load... .Two 
newcomers to NBC press department last week were Cecil Carmichael, 


from WLW, Cincinnati, to handle program exploitation, and George B. | 
| platter-chatter: Barracini candy and Finlay-Straus, jewelers. 


Turrell to handle shortwave publicity, replacing leave-of-absence man 
Gerald Mayer....Ed East and Polly doing another Kitchen Quiz short for 
Columbia Pictures. 

Henry Fisk Carlton completed scripting a series of recorded dramatized 
biblical excerpts, for the American Buble Society, for use by army and 
navy chaplains. ..Harold McGee directed....Arlene Francis, co-m.c. of 
‘What’s My Name?’ and lead on various other commercial shows, in the 
cast of the forthcoming Broadway legit, ‘The Walking Gentleman’.... 
Dick Krolich, assistant to Lester Gottlieb, Mutual p.a., leaves Friday (10) 
to join the Army Air Corps....No replacement is set....John MacDonell, 
formerly with BBC and for a time J. Walter Thompson rep in London, 
collaborating with Eleanor Larson on script and directing the Frank 
Parker show for Squibb. 


Boris Karloff, who guested Sunday (5) on ‘Inner Sanctum,’ has return 
dates for the same show April 19 and May 3....Hi Brown produces-directs 
the stanza, which kas the next-highest rating to Winchell of any program 
6n the Blue....Eddie Cantor will broadcast April 22 from Ft. Monmouth 
and follow it with a visual show....George Clapp, of Mutual sales depart- 
ment, leaves April 23 to general manager of WALB, Albany, Ga....Don 
Briggs, currently pre-Broadway touring with the Hepburn-Nugent legiter, 
‘Without Love,’ communting to New York for radio dates....Lutheran 
Hour goes off Mutual with the April 19 edition, but is slated to return in 
the fall....Ed Bryon was ill last week and missed the ‘What’s My Name?’ 
broadcast, with his secretary-assistant, Sylvia Lowy, subbing as director 
....Joy Virginia Grubbs, assistant director of Columbia’s ‘School of the 
Air of the Americas,’ leaves Friday to join the U. S, Embassy staff at 
Bogota, Colombia. 


Hal Cranton, CBS pageboy, filled acting spots on ‘Manhattan at Mid- 
night’ and ‘Bright Horizon,’ for Young & Rubicam, but is continuing his 
regular job for the present....George Bengle, Compton agency casting 
director, organizing the season’s first tuna-fishing safari for May 30.... 
Jane Lauren composed and sang that Chinese lullaby on a recent ‘This Is 
War’ show.,..Fact that Allen Jones, a tenor, is starred in the broadcast 
of the prize operetta of the WGN contest Saturday night (11) on Mutual 
is a tipoff which entry is the winner....Sarah Burton, radio actress, in 
cast of ‘Kiss for Cinderella’ revival on Broadway....Peter Donald new 
m.c. of Carnation milk series....William Janney joined cast of ‘Just Plain 
Bill.’ 

Julius Horwitz scripted Friday night’s (10) ‘Grand Central Station’ 
chapter....Marvin Ryerson authored the April 17 edition....Mildred Mur- 
ray joined the Elso Maxwell show....Ralph Berton doing nightly recorded 
‘Jazz University’ series on WINS....Royal Arch Gunnison, Mutual rep in 
Manila, among the 1,500 Americans interned there by the Japs....No re- 
placeraent contemplated by Fred Allen at the moment @r Vick Knight, 
who resigned as director of the Texaco to take an assignment for the 
War Department....Luise Rainer guests Saturday (11) on Armstrong’s 
‘Theatre of Today’ for B.B.D. & O....Anne Teeman joined cast of ‘Woman 
of Courage’ and John Thomas added to ‘Timid Soul’ troupe....Marian 
Stockley, regular femme lead of ‘Ellery Queen,’ is in the cast of tonight's 
(Wednesday) ‘Manhattan at Midnight.’ 

Hattie Richardson is now using that name, her real one, instead of the 
professional tag of Linda Lee....Several other performers were reported 
using the Linda Lee name....She’s the wife of Kermit Bloomgarden, 
general manager for legit producer Herman Shumlin and the dormant 
Group Theatre....Radio actor Allen Drake has changed his name to 
Omer Ames....Carlo De Angelo, radio director of Sherman-Marquette 
agency, to Chicago for week of home-office confabs....His ‘Story of Bess 
Johnson’ directing stint will be taken over by Lester Vail, NBC produc- 








REDs 





ON-REDS!" 


shouts Suzy our Steno. 
‘ “This year, again, avid 
¥ — Redleg fans are tuning to 
the more complete and 
more interesting play-by-play de- 
scription of the Reds’ games broad- 
cast by experts Roger Baker and 
Dick Bray, Cincinnati's favorite base- 




















ball broadcasters. 

> os - 

ALL WSAI advertisers benefit from 
Cincinnati's preference for WSAI's 
coverage of the Reds’ games. 














WSAI'S SALES AIDS 

1. Street cor and &. Taxicab Covers 
bus cards 

2. Neon Signs 6. Downtown Win- 

3. Display Cards ciate taads 

4. Newspaper Ads 7. Hovse-organ 
8. “Meet the Sponsor” Broadcast 




















iT SELLS FASTER IF IT'S 





tion man on the show....Vail also doubles as director of ‘John’s Other 
Wife’ on the Blue, for Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 

| Rene Stone, secretary to John Hymes, Lord & Thomas time buyer, va- 
'cationing....Gerald Holland, scripter of ‘Swop Night’ and Cab Calloway’s 
| Quizzicale’ on the Blue, also authoring Bob Ripley’s show for the Gov- 
‘ernment....Carole Landis guests Friday night (10) on the Philip Morris 
| ‘Playhouse’ in Charles Martin’s adaptation of ‘I Wake Up Screaming’.... 
|George Bryan, already reading a news show on CBS at 4:45 p.m. daily, 
adding one for White Rose Kitchen Cavalcade at 9 a.m. daily on the same 
network....Children of announcer Larry Elliott and Adelaide Hawley 
guested Saturday on the latter’s ‘Women's Page of the Air’ program on 
CBS....Jack Byrne is scripting ‘Prudential Hour’ for Benton & Bowles 
_...Radio authoress Nora Stirling is a sister of the former women’s golf 
champ, Alexa Stirling, who formed with her contemporary Atlantans, 
Bobby Jones and Perry Adair, the greatest juve threesome in niblick 
history. 


Dick Gilbert, WHN's singing disc jockey, has added two sponsors to his 








IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Tue Rapvio Trave Js Discussinc: Those NBC and Slue network re- 
gional meetings and their significance in the all-out war effort—Holly- 
wood’s busiest summer, what with all the various branches of the gov- 
ernment seeking out film talent and many of the mid-season with- 
drawers turning over their time to Uncle Sam. 


Milton Berle’s ‘Three Ringers’ on the move again, this time to a rental 
studio on the KFWB lot. Crowded out of NBC due to the Tuesday over- 
flow of comedy shows, program shifted to the Music Box, which returns to 
legit with ‘Life With Father’....Agencies hearing waxed audition of 
comedy show headed by Edna Mae Oliver....Harry Langdon trying out 
his comedy talents on ‘Look Who’s Here’ on KNX....Gary Breckner, KNX 
special eventer, flew east to sub for Wally Butterworth on Vox Pop from 
West Point....Bill Goodwin an actor will be. Paramount put him under 
contract for a buildup, permitting him on radio show a week, which 
means he must choose between Burns and Allen and ‘Blondie’... .Bill 
Demling (Gili and) joined the Sealtest scripting staff....Red Skelton re- 
newed for a year from April 28 with the usual quarterly pickups.... 
Ward Byron, producer of Fitch Band Wagon, here for his nuptials with 
Claire Hughes....Arthur Kemp put in charge of CBS operations in Frisco 
by Don Thornburgh. He retains his post as Coast sales manager. Chet 
Doyle replaced Steffner as manager of Radio Sales in Frisco, the latter 
staying on as an account executive....Hedda Hopper east for two weeks 
of prowling the fashion marts....Pete Barnum returning east and Law- 
ton Campbell coming west to hold down Ruthrauff & Ryan’s Coast office 
for a spell....Thomas Conrad Sawyer back after a tussle with the measles 
....Jack Benny’s Rochester bankrolling a San Diego plant that turns out 
pilot, flare and bomb chutes for Uncle Sam....Betty Van, NBC chanteuse, 
joined Jack Teagarden’s orchestra for a two-month tour. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Charles Urquhart, ‘Vic and Sade’ director, was a guest ringmaster of 
Terrell Jacobs Circus at Peru, Indiana, April 5... Nelson Olmstead, NBC 
story teller, started new series of tales on supernatural .. . Scott Bishop 
scripts ‘Dark Fantasy’ dramas aired on NBC Fridays ... Fern Parsons, of 
BBD&O, back to work after flu attack...Joan Tighe joins ‘Bachelors’ 
Children’ cast Monday (6)...Jack Fulton, formerly with Paul Whiteman 
orchestra and various stations, joined WBBM music sta ... Dinning 
Sisters, of Barn Dance, back in town after jaunt to Hollywood for work 
in ‘In the Groove’ at Universal . -. Jackie Lynn, vocalist with WGN, leaves 
Chi for New York to try luck in radio and legit . .. Carl Anderson, Willard 
Anker and Charles Barnhart of WIND engineering staff off to army... 
Reva Jane Chapman, new member of WIND musical department, will 
handle records and transcriptions. Came over from local RCA Victor 
office .. . Bruce MacDonald of WEMP, Milwaukee, now at WIND mike... 
Pvt. Thomas M. Wilkes of Chicago stationed at Camp Grant, scripting pro- 
grams for ‘Camp Grant in Review,’ regular mutual net program heard in 
Chi over W59C ... Virginia Clark, ‘Helen Trent’ in CBS drammer, off 
show for two weeks. This was first miss in eight years for actress... 
Occasion was arrival of son at Evanston hospital... Actress due to return 
Monday (13)... ‘Victory Parade, saluting armed forces, bowed as weekly 
WBBM feature Wed. (1) ... Dick Maltby, CBS arranger, wrote original 
theme music for Caesar Petrillo’s orch. Also on show are Russ Brown and 
Fran Allison. Talks by ‘minute men’ round out weekly airing. 

Betty Arnold and Charles Irving added to cast of ‘Ma Perkins’... Guy 
Savage, WGN, will broadcast from Illinois State Bowling Tourney in 
Aurora each Saturday from April 11 through May 6... Bill Anson now 
in as ‘Brother Bill’ on WGN to read funnies each Sunday a.m. Replaces 
Jess Kirkpatrick . . . Fulton Lewis broadcast from WGN (Friday (3). 
Broadcast came from shellcasting plant near Chi... Lee Bennett, for- 
merly vocalist with Jan Garber band, now announcer at WGN and W59C, 
FM station... Henry Hoople program renewed for 26 weeks on WGN. 

Whitfield Conner, gets role of Frank Chase in ‘Romance of Helen Trent’ 

. Billy Idelson, ‘Rush’ in ‘Vic and Sade’ and ‘Chuck’ in ‘Brewster Boy,’ 
came in 13th in statewide tennis tourney...Bernice Silverman to altar 
with Martin Handleman, Chi attorney. Bride plays ‘Ginger Leroy’ in 
‘Romance of Helen Trent’...Haze] Dopheide, of ‘Scattergood Baines’ cast, 
in radio group making plans for Seeing Eye movement...Guy Cherney, 
of 606 Club, Chi nitery, to guest April 7 on WGN ‘Maid of America’ pro- 
gram ... Allan Jones selected for -:ale lead of winning operetta to be 
aired or Chi Theatre of Air over Mutual April 11... Carlos Molina and 
Paul Martin orchestras set by Standard Transcriptions for waxings... 
Molina to handle rhumba assignments, Martin to hold down waltz work. 
Each group will needle eight tunes . .. Virginia Payne, ‘Ma Perkins,’ back 
on her feet after fractured right leg. 

Bob Bailey, of ‘Arnold Grimm’s Daughter,’ readying for army call .. . 
Tommy Bartlett’s ‘Meet the Missus’ show on WBBM moves to new 10:15 
a.m. CWT spot, with broadcast of Monday (6).... Helen Hayes guested 
on ‘Profiles and Prevues’ April 4. Spoke in behalf of ‘Bundles for Blue- 
jackets’...Eileen Palmer (Mrs. Les Tremayne) entrained for South 
Dakota vacation April 3 ... Pat Flan. gan, WBBM sportscaster, back in 
town from six-week training camp circle ... Jim Crusin} erry, WBBM 

(Continued on page 36) 





SOCIAL TOILERS 
PROVIDE PLOTS 
FOR WBBM 





Chicago, April 7. 
Unique theme for rac + drama wil] 
be used in weekly ‘Story of Con- 


stance Worth’ programs. Aired Sate 
urdays 4:45 p.m. CWT, o1 WBBM, 
story will deal with activities of 
socia] workers. 

Co-operating»yrre Illinois Society 
for Prevention of Blindness, Mary 
Bartelme Club, Institute of Psycho- 
analysis and Red Cross. Arrange- 
ments were cleared through Chicago 
council of social agencies. 

Fictional stories based on actual 
case history will form weekly pro- 
grams, produced by loce’ co-operat- 
ing groups. Program carries theme 
from week to week. 


$20,000 BAIL 
FOR GRISKEY 


Philadelphia, April 7. 

William J. Griskey, 28, former 
KYW announcer, was held in $20,000 
bail yesterday (Monday) on charges 
of draft evasion. He was arrested 
March 18 in Williamsport after two 
months’ search by FBI agents. Spiel- 
er took it on the lam Jan. 20, two 
days before he was skedded to ap- 
pear before his draft board for in- 
duction. 

The bail set for Griskey by U. S. 
Commissioner Norman J. Griffin was 
the highest ever set here for a simi- 
lar case. Griskey had been released 
shortly after his arrest when a Wil- 
liamsport commissioner set only $2,- 
500 bail by mistake. 


Coca-Cola Still Hopes 
Sugar Ease May Permit 
Some Radio Continuance 


Even though cancellations have 
been issued to both Mutual and Co- 
lumbia, Coca-Cola yesterday (Tues- 
day) wasn’t certain what its radio 
activities would be this summer. The 
company is still hopeful that its 
sugar assignments will be so in- 
creased as to allow it to carry on 
some sort of a program representa- 
tion on both network. If the situa- 
tion does not improve, the Mutual 
series winds up May 2 and the Andre 
Kostelanetz show on CBS, May 29. 

Should the beverage outfit decide 
to keep running on CBS, the talent 
setup would be so revised as to give 
some of them a vacation, while on 
Mutual the schedule would be re- 
duced to Monday, Wednesday, Fri- 
day and Saturday nights. 

















RAMSEY AT PEABODY EVENT 


Cincinnati, April 7. 

William Ramsey, radio head of 
Procter & Gamble, goes to New York 
for the Peabody Awards dinner Fri- 
day night (10) at the Waldorf-As- 
toria hotel] there. A P. & G. serial, 
‘Against the Storm,’ is the winner of 
the dramatic program award. 

Ramsey plans to return Saturday 
(11). 














STERLING MAY USE NEWS| 


STRIPS ON MUTUAL' 
: 1 Thank You— 


Sterling Products is considering | 
the use of a daytime five-minute | 
news strip on the Mutual Network. 
Contract would involve some 70 sta- 
tions. 

Blackett-Sample-Hummert is the 
agency. 


Ziv of Cincy in NY. 


Albany, April 7. 

Frederic W. Ziv, Inc., Cincinnati 
agency, has been chartered by the | 
secretary of state to conduct a branch 
office in New York. 

The capital stock of the company 
was given as 100 shares, no par 
value. ! 





association... 





H. Leopold Spitalny 











Donald S. Shaw, Walter Craig, and the 
entire staff of WMCA for a very pleasant 


one of your musical directors at N. B. C. 


for engaging me as 


JOE RINES 
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Monte Carlo to Have Station 


Monte Carlo, March 10. 
The tiny principality of Monaco is to have its own radio station. 
Long under the traditional diplomatic tutelage of the Republic of 
France the agreement to establish the station was closed with Vichy. 
The Prince of Monaco then announced the station would be called 





Radio Monte Carlo. 


The French permission is a euphemism under existing realities. It 


means that Radio Monte Carlo is okay with the Nazis. 


U. S. Fails to Get Tax 
Nip from XEPN, Mex.: 
Carries U. S. Accounts. 


| 
| 





Austin, Texas, April 7. 
In a report handed down by the 
fifth United States circuit court of 
appeals at New Orleans, the Piedras 
Negras Broadcasting Co., of Mexico 











U.S.A. Shortwave Listings Set For 
4 South American Newspapers = %":<2.!'o'= a's 





cannot be made to pay income and 
excess profits taxes on earnings from | 
United States concerns. The de- 
cision, affirming a ruling of the 
board of tax appeals of Texas, which 


all services and advertising contracts 
of the radio station were handled in 





vt 


Weekly schedules of all U. S. 
shortwave stations will be inserted 
jn newspapers throughout South 
America by the Office of Coordina- 


ing agency in New York, handling | yexico, 
the placement. 

Logs in Spanish and Portuguese country. 
will go into 54 papers in 30 cities. 


NBC Doffs to Padilla 


( NBC is staging a luncheon at the | Mexico. 
tor of Inter-American Affairs. Cam- Ritz Carlton hotel, N. Y., today (8) 
paign gets under way at once, with | for Senor Ezequiel Padilla, secre- 
Irwin Vladimir Co., export advertis-| tary of state for foreign affairs of | up preparing for the coming N.A.B. 





It’s his first official visit to this | studio redecoration. 


Mexico. 

Station is XEPN, which is located 
across the Rio Grande from Eagle 
Pass, Texas, at Piedras Negras, 





WGAR, Cleveland, is getting dolled 


convention with a new paint job and 
John Pott is 
chairman of N.A.B. committee. 








Sterling Fights Bayer in Latin 


Markets: W. J. Steele to Chile 
As Special Radio Emissary 





Sterling Products International is 
embarking on a large-scale local 


radio campaign in South America. 
probably to include soap operas, in 
an effort to combat Bayer’s Aspirin, 
which it controlled until the start of 
the war. Bayer’s has reverted to its 
German owners, and Sterling is en- 
deavoring to put over a new brand, 
Mejoral, in opposition to the trade- 
mark which it for years has been 
building up. 

Sterling subsid, the Sydney Ross 
Company, is sending William J. 
Steele, New York radio writer, to 
Santiago, Chile, to inaugurate the 
campaign in that country. He leaves 
by air Sunday (12). He hopes to in- 
troduce many types of shows which 
are standard in the U. S. but will be 


| 





innovations in S. A. in the high- 
powered sales drive. They’ll include 
soap operas, variety shows, straight 
musicals, news and audience partici- 
pation programs, all in Spanish, of 
course. 

Steele has previously done radio 
work in S. A., and in this country 
has written for ‘The Shadow,’ ‘Bull- 
dog Drummond,’ ‘Rainbow House’ 
and ‘Sky Over Britain’ series. 





CFCF’s Paint Spots 
Montreal, April 7. 

Crown Diamond Paint taking 39 
five-minute spots, Monday, Wednes- 
days, Fridays on CFCF. 

Swift Canadian airing ‘Jewel’ 
shortening campaign 32 spots, five 
days a week. 








They'll also appear in Time mag’s 
Air Express Edition and in the Span- 
ish edition of Readeér’s Digest. 
Coordinator’s office had previously 
enlisted cooperation of commercial 
advertisers and U. S. groups in South 
America to insert skeds of news 
broadcasts in local papers, wishing 
to keep out of the position of being 
tied up with the advertising itself. 
More comprehensive and direct ac- 
tion apparently is felt to be needed 
since the war and there’s no subter- 
fuge that the CIAA is placing and 
financing the schedule advertising. 


XEBR, Rosario, Mexico, 
Due to Start Soon; It’s 
100 Kw. and English 


Rosario, Mexico, April 7. 
One of the most powerful radio 
stations in Latin America, XERB is 
scheduled to begin broadcasting 
programs in English within the next 
several months. Station is some 10 
miles from the California border. 
The station with 100,000 watt 
power is being built by ex-President 
Abelardo Rodriguez. 














French P. & G. Troupe’. 
To Hit Quebec Burgs 


Montreal, April 7. 


RADIO PROGRAM 





With the cast augmented ‘Vie de 
Famille’ (‘Family Life’), the Proc- 
ter & Gamble (Chipso) serial, which 
clears on CBF and a CBC-Quebec 
network, opens a personal appear- 
ance tour here April 17-18. 

Route will take in Quebec City, 
Sherbrooke, Trois Rivieres, Joliette, 
St. John’s and other towns below 
Quebec City and the Lake St. John 
district. 


Latin TieUp Essays 


Cincinnati, April 7. 

Principals and history teachers 
and students of the six public high 
schools here are participating in the 
series of eight Saturday morning 15- 
minute broadcasts inaugurated last 
week by WKRC in cooperation with 
the Pan American Union of Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Series is linked with the national 
essay contest on ‘What Inter-Amer- 
ican Cooperation Means to My Coun- 
try.” It is under direction of Bernice 
Williams Foley, the station’s educa- 
tional director, and Dr. G. H” Reavis. 
assistant superintendent and. direc- 
tor of curriculum for the Cincy pub- 
lic schools. 


MISS McBRIDE: 








MR. BUENTE: 


MISS McBRIDE: 





Quaker Oats’ Old Salt 


Montreal, April 7. 

Quaker Oats has bought three 15- 
minute recitals a week of ‘Le Vieux 
Loup de Mer’ (‘The Old Salt’), on 
CKAC, with the contract running 
from April 14 to July 11. Arthur 
Lefebvre does the character. Lord 
& Thomas is the agency. 

Ironized Yeast is sponsoring ‘Les 
Secrets de Dr. Morrhange,’ a detec- 
tive Serial, until June 26 on the same 
station. “Maison de Bonheur’ (‘Hap- 
piness House’), with Odette Oligny 
describing methods of face-lifting, 
has become a Tintex feature, running 
from March 31 to June 25. 


MR. BUENTE: 





W. K. Ziegfeld takes over duties 
aS Copy director of Chicago office of 
Young & Rubicam. Last with Ralph 
H, Jones Agency of Cincinnati. " 





50,000 WATTS 
660 KILOCYCLES 
NBC RED NETWORK 


SPONSOR 4H. C. BOHACK COMPANY 
STATION WEAP 
DATE APRIL 3, 1942: 


TIME 1:00.to 1:15 P.M. 


As you advertising men know, a “client* is something that radio 


people mention in hushed tones. 
because, as the salesmen say, they're supposed to be pretty 


tough fellows. 


Well, I have one here today — yes, & real live client. Azd he 


Goesn't seem tough at all. In fact, he’s very nice. 


talking about one of his Company's products, Tenderay Beef, over 


WEAF for about three months now. Mr. Buente, I hope that it 


helped your sales around this section. Has it, or am I sticking 


my neck out? 


You're on perfectly safe ground, Miss McBride. All of us at 
Bohack are delighted with what's happened to Tenderay Beef's 


sales since you started talking about it. 


they are 29% over last year's figures; and we feel that your 


program has played an important part in this increase. 


It's nice of you to say that. This is the first time I've ever 


been on this side of a commercial. I like it. 


Well, you've also been of invaluable help in getting our new 


Supermarkets off to a good start. Yes, you've done a swell job 


#11 around, and we want you to keep on talking about Tenderay 


Beef and Bohack for many more months to come. 








I don't know why. I guess it’s 


I've been 


In the New York area, 


has 








Interview with a client on the subject of sales. 





Characters: Mary Margaret McBride, originator of the 
woman’s radio program; and George P. Buente, Adver- 
tising Director, the H. C. Bohack Company. 


mee “Sales up 29%” 


The Bohack Company is one of the many 
Mary Margaret McBride sponsors whose sales 
charts are thriving on Mary Margaret’s sincerity 
and WEAF’s following in the New York market. 
And her program is one of many result-producers 
on WEAF’s schedule: Whether you-pzefer-mern- 
ing, noon or night, news, variety or women’s 
shows, you'll find the program for your problem 
and the program that delivers on WEAF. Ask 
NBC Spot Sales all about it. 
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*THE ARMY HOUR’ 
Inaugural 
3:30 p.m. 
Sunday, April 5 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

The United States Army is not a 
dull, sluggish or lack-lustre organi- 
zation, but its radio program last 
Sunday was pretty blah. This has 
been widely excused as a temporary 
verdict, which no doubt it will prove 
to be. Why was the broadcast so 
slack and disappointing? Some have 
blamed it upon the presence of five 
lieutenant-generals. In other words, 
they have suggested that the most 
acknowledgable, most experienced, 
most respected soldiers in our Army 
cannot, even in the spotlight of crisis, 
grip the interest of civilians, a per- 
nicious idea that slaps hardest on the 
second bounce. Think what it im- 
plies to ‘explain’ a poor Army broad- 
cast on the grounds that it included 
five of our best generals. Good mo- 
rale cannot allow such an impression 
Imaginative officers will 
quickly understand that it carries 
notions of leadership that are as 
obnoxious in the realm of propagan- 
da as they are untrue in sober 
reality. 

Actually the Army seems to have 


~ been obliged in this war to assume 


much of the nation’s public opinion 
work. The delicacy, tact, finesse and 
showmanship that these added re- 
sponsibilities of civilian morale en- 
tail can scarcely be exaggerated. 
Suffice that this first broadcast illus- 
trated many of the difficulties. Prob- 
ably many of the flaws will be readi- 
ly corrected, while others will prove 
more subtly ingrained in the apolo- 
getic habits forced upon Army men 
in recent years. It appeared to this 
professional listener that the Army 
(and perhaps the generals most of ail) 
were still cramping their literary 
style, forgetting that America First 
has disbanded. The Army seemed to 
be deliberately choosing spongy 
words on occasion instead of firm, 
sharp, clear words. There was an 
over-decoration of shop-worn cliche. 

Here and there something rather 
promising half-emerged. as in the 
father-son dialog and the ‘nartner- 
Ship’ analogy between soldier and 
rifle. It was nobody’s fault that the 
atmospherics spoiled the overseas 
shortwave pick-ups. The visits to 
national shrines may or may not be 
a clever manipulation of familiar 
patriotic organ-stops. Sincerity is 
the test. The danger is the faint 
odor of tall maize blowing in the 
radio studio. 

Some few routine details of the 
first broadcast might be criticized. 
Like talking about ‘Fibber McGee’ 
and then having Bea Wain, unan- 
nounced until afterwards, break into 
the very antiaue pop, “You Made Me 
Love You.’ This was confusing. 

Time is what ‘The Army Hour’ has 
plenty of for purposes of revision 
and tightening. This program fs 
scheduled to be heard every Sunday 
afternoon at 3:30 for the duration. 
Let’s hope it doesn’t beat Amos ’n’ 
Andy’s run. Land. 





Birt Fisher, secretary and manager 
of KOMO-KJR, Seattle, has been 
named chairman of the Radio Broad- 
casters Pledge committee for Wash- 
ington state. 
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‘CHAPLAIN JIM, U.S.A.’ 

With Don MeLaughliu, Alan Bunce, 
Selena Royle, Dick Widmark, Eliz- 
abeth Reller 

15 Mins. 

WAR DEPARTMENT 

Daily, 10:45 a.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 
This will probably do a lot of good 

for the mothers to whom it is dedi- 

eated, especially if there is wide- 
spread corroboration of a story in 
this week’s ‘Variety’ from Pittsburgh 
that mothers are not reacting alto- 
gether favorably to many of the 
more frankly grim wartime morale 
programs. This serial is just as 
frankly pitched in the octave of soap- 
selling. The situations are clear-cut, 
personal, human, non-military, non- 

political, non-global. It’s primarily a 

case of putting daytime serialization 

into khaki and sprinkling liberally 
with camp jargon. 

For the inaugural script the series 
begins with the same plot that is the 
basis of George Abbott’s musical 
comedy, ‘Best Foot Forward.’ In the 
stage version a schoolboy pretends 
to an acquaintance with a film star 
who thereafter materializes in per- 
son. In ‘Chaplain Jim’ a lonesome 
soldier pretends he’s the sweetie of 
Vivien Della Chiesa, the radio and 
concert singer (played by Elizabeth 
Reller) and, as the plot thickens, he 
is faced with the dreadful reality of 
her imminent appearance at camp to 
sing for the troops. 

The premiere sequence is clear in 
line, easy to follow, draws its char- 
acterizations broadly. The soldier 
that taunts the unhappy pretender is 
a first-class heel. The whole situa- 
tion, despite its essential shallow- 
ness, is pictured as a matter of genu- 
ine heartbreak and mental torment. 
In short, it’s what the ladies get reg- 
ularly through the mornings and 
afternoons. It’s authentic Hummert 
hokum. 

Alan Bunce and Selena Royle, 
who, as doctor and nurse, are to be 
the permanent love interest, will 
come in later. Dick Widmark, as the 
soldier in trouble, stood out here. 
Don McLaughlin is the chaplain, de- 
scribed as ‘kindly, rugged, with a 
sense of humor.’ His voice fits the 
requirements. Miss Reller made it 
sound plausible that she was real- 
life Miss Della Chiesa. 

The program opens with an organ 
of ‘Long, Long Trail’ and closes with 
‘Tune im again tomorrow to hear 
what happens to——.’ The script is 
a good workmanlike job by Law- 
rence Klee, and has been directed by 
Richard Leonard. Land, 


‘HARVEY AND DELL’ 
With Dwight, Doris and Dorothy 

Meade 
15 Mins. 

GOLD MEDAL FLOUR 

Mon., Tues., Wed., 9:45 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

With the right nurturing this new 
entry in the daytime chatter sweep- 
stakes should do exceptionally well 
by General Mills. Dwight Meade, an 
ex-smalltown newspaper man who 
doubles as scriptist and male lead, 
reveals an earthy sense of human 
interest values and a knack for tran- 
scribing the cliches, the spiceless 
conversation and the simple emo- 
tional convulsions of what the radio 
school of dramatics has aptly pigeon- 
holed as the average middleclass 
family. ‘Harvey and Dell’ can boast 
of an ingratiating ease in both man- 
ner of writing and delivery. 

The serial plots itself around three 
characters in the same family, father, 
wife, and 13-year-old daughter, with 
the latter two roles being played by 
Meade’s wife and daughter. The pro- 
gram originated on WEEI, CBS’ Bos- 
ton outlet. 

For its selling on this stanza Gold 
Medal has elected the line of ‘long 
acceptance.’ There’s talk about a 
survey which disclosed that a goodly 
percentage of the women queried 
have been using the product for 
many years back, all of which would 
go to prove, according to the plug, 
that the flour ‘is very, very, pine 





able.’ Odec. 
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‘F. O. B. DETROIT’ 


With Samuel Benavie Orchestra, 
Don Lcrge choir (16), Carolyn 
Rayburn, John M enzie, Toby 
Gremmer, William J. Cameron. 

30 mins. 

Saturday, 3:30 p.m. 

WJR-CBS, Detroit. 


Aimed at telling the Nation how 
Detroit, rated as the No. 1 defense 
center in the arsenal of democracy, 
is performing its chores this fro- 
gram wraps up its guest big-shot in 
sound entertainment. Lavishly staged 
by the station this is a form of 
pleasant boasting which is reassur- 
ing the Nation with facts on wartime 


production and in addition to being 
carried by the 92 CBS stations is 
sent shortwave to the world. 
However, the program does not 
count its strength on merely bring- 
ing in a key figure from the pro- 
duction scene to report on the grow- 
in« stream of planes, tanks and guns. 
Last Saturday’s program through 
narrator Gremmer gave a salute to 
industry and* labor heralding the 
debate of R. J. Thomas, president of 
G-neral Motors, and Walter Reuther, 
union official, as typical of the 
American way, ‘healthy progress in 
the advancement toa better tomor- 
row. Even the music is turned to 
patriotic ways with ‘Keep ’Em Smil- 
ing’ directed to both the men in the 
front lines and to the men in the 
second lines, the factories. ‘How 
About You’ was turned into a sug- 
gestion for self-analysis for the pub- 
lic to determine if it was doing its 


rt. 

William J. Cameron, rumored to 
be out at Ford’s, belied the report 
by representing the company and 
discussing how in less than a year 
an open field had sprouted into the 
Ford Bomber plant at Willow Run, 
the largest war production factory 
in the world. While there are re- 
strictions on what information may 
be given out on defense production, 
Cameron’s talk conveyed some idea 
of the giant size of the bomber plant 
and how an aircraft engine plant, 
built in one winter, has for months 
been producing engines. He pointed 
out that those enterprises were only 
two of 20 distinct tynes of war pro- 
duction underway in the one plant 
alone. 

Pointing to one marked advantage 
of the American mass production 
over that of the Axis nations, Cam- 
eron declared, ‘You can duplicate 
factories and machines but you can- 
not duplicate or create 39 years of 
experience in such production.’ 

The program rounded out its musi- 
cal side with both the orchestra and 
chorus moving through variegated 
numbers which ranged from marches 
to a special tribute to music from 
Latin America, carefully plotted for 
as wide a range of interests as pos- 
sible. The broadcast carries a re- 
assuring message on war_ produc- 
tion and the careful use of its guests 
is providing a marked ‘overall’ pic- 
ture of the mighty flow of arms from 
this key city. Pool. 


‘THUS WE LIVE’ 

With Arch MacDonald 

15 mins, 

GENERAL MILLS (RED CROSS) 

Thursday, Friday, 9:45 a.m, 

WABC-CBS, New York. 
(Blackett-Sample-Hummert) 

General Mills, which formerly 
bankrolled ‘Betty Crocker’s’ recipes 
several mornings a week on CBS, 
has switched her to m.c. of this new 
twice-weekly series promoting the 
Red Cross. The show .is merely 
identified as presented by General 
Mills, but carries not a hint of a 
commercial, or even a product men- 
tion. It offers dramatizations of 
stories about Red Cross services for 
the men of the U. S. Army and Navy, 
with brief interviews:with Red Cross 
officials. 

Katharine Seymour, until recently 
adaptor of the ‘Light of the World’ 
series for the same sponsor, scripts 
‘Thus We Live.’ The dramatic por- 
tion originates at WBBM, Chicago, 
and the interviews remoting from 
_ Cross headquarters in Washing- 
on, 

Friday’s (3) chapter presented a 
seemingly genuine and rather touch- 
ing story about how the Red Cross 
stepped in to straighten out the 
home life of a soldier away at camp 
by rescuing his wife and new-born 
baby from the acquisitive clutches 
of his mother. It then switched to 
the Capital for Arch MacDonald’s 
interview with Roy E. Johnson, as- 
sistant national director of military 
and Naval welfare for the Red Cross. 
Latter plugged the organization and 
gave a ‘news’ item about new mobile 
canteens going to Iceland. 

General Mili’s only mention came 
with the closing announcement that 
the program was dedicated to the 
Red Cross by the company’s public 
service department. Opening spiel 
had described the show as ‘stories 


inspiring than fiction.’ 


: It’s an : 
tive stanza of its kind. oo 


Hobe. 





Helen Malloy’s New Show 
Portland, Ore., April 7. 

Helen Malloy, who has conducted 
women’s shows for the last five years 
over KOMO and KIRO, Seattle, 
started a ‘Homekeepers Calendar’ 
series last week on KGW, local NBC- 
Red outlet. 





Don Kneass is announcer, and 
Glenn Shelley is organist. 


‘THIS IS WAR’—NO. 8 
With Lieut, James Stewart 
30 Mins. 

Saturday, 7 p.m. 

All Networks 

This series last .Saturday (4) 
shelved the cymbals and other gran- 
diose production mechanics that 
have often been associated with the 
program and went in for a simple, 
though compelling, recital of the role 
of our air forces in the war. Lieut. 
James Stewart's flair as a narrator 
proved quite an asset to the event. 
Stewart clad his finger-pointing in a 
subdued, easy-going conversational 
style. Carried out effectively was 
the program's two-fold task: enlight- 
enment on the modus operandi of 
the force afd demonsiration of the 
fact that our success depends on 
teamwork, with the efforts of the 
workers in the aircraft factories 
equal in importance with those of 
the flying and ground crews. 

The script, which came from Ran- 
ald MacDougall, was a smooth blend 
of technical information and excite- 
ment about the immense job ahead. It 
sketched the duties of the bombar- 
dier, the pilot, the navigator, the 
gunner and the radio man. It de- 
scribed a bomber squadron prepar- 
ing for a-raid and in action, and it 
related, with interpolated dialectic 
bits, how .American airmen, scat- 
tered all over the globe, are instruct- 
ing native flyers in the handling of 
our machines. 

‘Your Air Forces’ was the first of 
the series to originate from the Coast 
and, considering the mass of tech- 
nical terminology that crowded the 
script, the director, Glenhall Taylor, 
is due lots of credit for the clear- 
ness and smart pace with which the 
program was endowed. Charles 
Dant did well by the musical as- 
signment. Odec. 


‘SINGING MASTER’ 
With Clyde Denger 
Songs, Talk 
15 Mins.—Local 
STAWBRIDGE & CLOTHIER 

STORE 
Monday, 7 p.m. 
WFIL, Philadelphia 

Here's a program for amateur vo- 
calists presented in an interesting 
manner by Clyde Denger, Philly 
singing teacher. The show emanates 
from an audience-filled studio, with 
the pew-holders participating. Den- 
ger is also assisted bv the Sterling 
Quartet, which consists of a_ so- 
prano, alto, bass ,and pianist. The 
three voices being used as examples 
to the studio and radio audience. 
The studio audience take part in the 
community-singing phase of the pro- 
gram. 

Al Stevens, WFIL staff announcer, 
pilots the show as well as handling 
the commercials. Shal. 


‘JIVIN WITH JARVIS’ 
Recording Show 

15 Mins.—Local 
VICTORY CLOTHES 
Thursday, 7:45-8 p.m. 
WIP, Philadelphia 

Lee Vines, staff spieler of WIP, has 
evolved a clever format for his re- 
cording show. It consists of com- 
bining old-fashioned slapstick, tricky 
sound effects, the use of almost a 
score of dialects and voice-changes, 
plus commercials in which the spon- 
sor’s product is kidded. It all adds 
up to entertainment. 

Vines writes the stuff himself and 
takes the part of all the characters 
in his goofy playlets. Sample com- 
mercial: ‘Don’t ask me how to get to 
Victory Clothes. Walk up 13th St. 
and DeWitt Pincus, an Indian guide, 
will take you the rest of the way on 
a pogo stick.’ Shal. 


Bob Shuler Cut Off 


Hollywood, April 7. 

The Rev. R. P. ‘Bob’ Shuler, 
Methodist minister, has again run 
afoul of Federal Communications 
Commission and was ordered off the 
air by KMTR. He was first benched 
in 1930 by order of the commission. 

Nature of his latest run-in with 
FCC was not disclosed but it is be- 
lieved his remarks about British, 
Russians and a lot of Americans 
were ii keeping with the old-time 
Shuler. 











Mum Copy Must Please 
Dinah Shore in Reported 


‘Compromise’ of Issue 





Dinah Shore’s dispute with Bristol- 
Myers over her refusal to agree to a 
change of product from Sal Hepatica 
and Minit-Rub to Mum for her Sun- 
day night program on.the Blue is 
about to be settled. Understood a 
compromise, withj certain restric- 
tions on the commercial copy, is be- 
ing worked out. 


Series shifts with the May 3 broad- 
cast from Young & Rubicam to Ped- 
lar & Ryan, and moves from its pres- 
ent spot to a Friday night time on 
the same network. 





SEEK TECHNICIANS 


Signal Corps Officers Junket For 
Communications Men 








Washington, April 7. 

Group of officers and civilian per- 
sonnel of the Signal Corps will make 
a country-wide tour, starting Sun- 
day (12), to recruit radio and tele- 
phone technicians. Civilian jobs to 
be filled include engineering, instal- 
lation, maintenance and operation of 
army conrmunication facilities. Meet- 
ings will be held in a number of 
cities, with’ Signal Corps officers 
holding personal discussions with 
applicants and Civil Service Com- 
mission representatives arranging 
for. immediate employment of those 
selected. 


First meeting wili be Sunday in 

Chicago, with subsequent ones in San 
Francisco, Denver, Dallas, New Or- 
leans, Atlanta, Cincinnati, Pitts- 
burgh, Boston, New York and Phila- 
delphia. Other local confabs may 
be announced later. 
Among those making the trip are 
Col. Fred G. Miller, of the Signal 
Corps supply service and former A. 
T. & T. official; Maj. John Holman, 
Signal Corps plant division and for- 
merly New England manager of 
NBC and general manager of KDKA, 
Pittsburgh; Capt. C. O. Dunklee; 
Louis Kendall, Signal Corps main- 
tenance division and formerly with 
RCA; Austin Green, of the supply 
service and formerly with NBC and 
CBS. 


Bruce Powell to Selznick 


Bruce Powell, of Music Corp. of 
America, joins the New York office 
of the Myron Selznick agency April 
20 as head of the radio department. 

He was with Columbia Artists un- 
til its purchase by MCA. 














| CONNECTICUT S PIONEER BROADCASTER | 


Here’s some basic oi 
W 
i ou. 
ae 38 for Connec- 
ives you 


combination 
age, programs 
Every bas 
shows you why 
is the preferred 
the Hartford Mar 


buy in 
ket. 














of unsung heroes—of truth more. 





FOR 8 


Mgt. ED WOLF RKO 
HOLLYWOOD OFFICE 





The ONeills 


BY JANE WEST 


Radios Most Popular Family 


Now Available for New Sponsorship 


6912 HOLLYWOOD BLVD. 


YEARS 


Bldg. New York City 














ai 














i 











at 


- Ottawa 





Wednesday, April 8, 1942 


'___ VARIETY 


RADIO 35 





~ This Is War’ May Stay Another 13 





Trade Thinks Further Financing Possible for Morale 
Series of Four Networks 


4. 








Nothing is presently determined 
but trade expectations are that the 


four-network morale series, ‘This Is 
War,’ will probably be renewed for 
at least 13 additional weeks. CBS, 
NBC, Blue and Mutual will presum- 
ably re-finance as before, if ex- 
pectations prove true. 

Following the second 13 weeks it 
is surmised that the several net- 
works’ will then probably take up 
on their own, each following its own 
best concepts of good showmanship. 


Denny to Keep 
Forum on Blue 


Straight 52 Wks. 


The Blue network, has contracted 
with ‘America’s Town Hall of the 
Air’ program to keep the forum go- 
ing year-round but under an ar- 
rangement whereby George Denny, 
the moderator, will be on the road 
about half the time. Phillips Carlin, 
of the Blue, and Denny, closed the 
contract last week. 

Two ‘firsts’ are in immediate pros- 
pect. One, an all-negro forum in the 
series from Howard University, 
Washington. Second, an all-Canadian 
origination from Ottawa. 

The touring phase of the program 
will be in the summer months. 
Origination will be at the 43rd Street 
headquarters in New York through 
the main season. Denny will make 
Columbia, Mo., Denver, Ft. Wayne, 
and Schenectady, as a 








starter. 





Voluntary Response To 
Criticism Ends WPEN 
Racetrack Program 


Philadelphia, April 7. 
WPEN yesterday (Monday) discon- 
tinued the broadcast of a daily pro- 
gram of horse race results which 
brought the station censure by a 
member of the Pennsylvania Public 
Utility Commission and a complaint 
to the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, The program was spon- 
sored by Armstrong Publications, a 
racing form, and lasted approximate- 
ly three weeks Armstrong took to 
the air after the Pennsy commission 
ordered the publication’s telephone 
service discontinued, on the grounds 

that the service induced gambling. 





Arthur Simon, general manager of 


WPEN, in admitting the cancellation 
of the racing information program, 
denied it was done ‘under pressure.’ 

‘We took this step voluntarily,’ he 
said. He declined further comment. 

The complaint against the station 
was filed on March 13 by State Pub- 
lie Utility Commiss‘oner Richard J. 
Beamish, who charged that the sta- 
tion was ‘deliberately cooperating 
with this gambling outfit (Arm- 
strong) to invade Pennsylvania un- 
der the guise of interstate operation.” 

Whether the FCC had taken any 
action could not be learned here. 
Beamish said that he had left the 
matter entirely in the hands of the 
Federal body as the State Utility 
Commission had no jurisdiction over 
radio stations. 


Women Study Radio 


Portland, Ore., April 7. 

Classes in radio script writing and 
microphone technique for women, 
primarily for the radio chairman of 
various organizations preparing or 
presenting programs for women’s 
groups, start today (Tuesday) in the 
Central Library, Portland. Peggy 
Williams, director of women’s activ- 
ities for KGW-KEX, and Vere Knee- 
land are in charge. 

Similar classes were held success- 
fully last fall. 











Derby Oil is sponsoring Mutual 
Co-op news broadcasts by Fulton 
Lewis over radio station KFBI, 
Wichita, five days a week. 


ve 


MARINES DISPERSE 
WISECRACK COMPANY 


On April 3 Mennens dropped its 
NBC radio program ‘Captain Flagg 
and Sergeant Quirt’ based on the old 
stage play characters in ‘What Price 
Glory?’ The program was the sub- 
ject in recent weeks of repeated 
conferences between the Russel 
Seeds agency (Freeman Keyes) on 
behalf of the advertiser, Clarence 
Menser as program chief of NBC, 
and the United States Marines. The 
latter filled the role of critic. 


Various makeshifts to meet Ma- 
rine Corps objections did not suc- 
ceed in allaying officialdom. Whole 
slant of marine captain and ser- 
geant bawling each other out, en- 
gaging in dame rivalry and a gen- 
eral atmosphere of wisecracks and 
skirts did nothing for the prestige 
of the corps, the Marines held, or 
for winning a war. 

Finally the whole thing got called 
off when the ‘revised’ script proved 
unsatisfactory. 





WGBR of Goldsboro, N C., has 
had $20,000 fire. 


on first and third! 


Ii wasn't easy! 








ai 


Movi batting 


maddening interruption: 


IRVING ROCKLIN ON OWN 


Will Specialize In Handling Local 
And Regional Radio Accounts 








Chicago, April 7. 
Irving Rocklin, radio director of 


the Morris & Davidson advertising. 


agency for the past four years, has 
left that company. Opened his own 
agency here, Monday (6). 

Rocklin’s new organization will 
specialize in radio, handling local 
and regional accounts. 


LABOR GIVEN 
NBC VOICE 


Frank Mullen, general manager, 
and John McKay, press manager, of 
NBC, were in Washington last week 
to set the policy for NBC’s new ‘La- 
bor for Victory’ Saturday night quar- 
ter hours. These will be aiternated 
between the American Federation of 
Labor and the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations. Series starts April 18 
and will be heard at 10:15 p.m. 

This is the first important all- 
labor sounding board provided by 
network radio. It constitutes a strong 
NEC gesture to keep its position un- 
assailable as to bias. Recent anti- 
labor blasts of H. V. Kaltenborn 
stirred some backwash. 








ss Runners 
It's the Pirates’ first chance 


to score. Here comes the pitch! It's assss 5,“ 
Snap! The radio went dead! 


That sort of thing happened regularly to endless 
lines of motorists streaming in and out of down- 
town Pittsburgh: Blithely tuned to their favorite 
program, they'd enter mile-long Liberty Tubes, 
only to lose all traces of reception, 


Of course radio signals never penetrated any 
tunnel anywhere, and this particular one was two 
hundred and fifty feet under Mount Washington; 
But KDKA determined to prevent that 


Mutual to Hold Affiliate Convention 





FOUR GIRLS TRAINING — 
AS WBBM ENGINEERS 


Chicago, April 7. 

WBBM brought in women opera- 
tors at studio control panel this 
week. Four girls have been trans- 
ferred from other duties to dial 
twisting. They will be trained in 
production and studio technique. 
Selections were made according to 
musical ability and knowledge of 
radio production. 

Eleanor Horn, who holds an opera- 
tor’s license will be head gal. Others 
include Isabelle Fairchild, Patricia 
Lynch and Rose Hilliard. These girls 
will form basis of femme experi- 
ment. If satisfactory others will be 
added not only at WBBM, but other 
CBS owned stations. Girls will not 
be used at transmitter. 








Tom Nobles For WDEF 
Chattanoog., April 7. 
Tom Nobles will again call all 
Chattanooga Lookout games this sea- 
son over WDEF. Games have been 
renewed by 1941 co-sponsors, General 
Mills and Socony Vacuum. Joe En- 
gel, WDEF owner, is also president 
of the Lookout bal club, of the 





Southern Association. 











In Cleveland Synchronized With NAB, 


Although Mutual resigned from the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters after 
last year’s convention, the network 
is sending a delegation to this year’s 
conclave May 11-14 at Cleveland. 
But Mutual is not rushing back into 
the trade association. Instead will 
hold its own meeting with its af- 
filiates during the NAB sessions. 

Eschewing the Statler hotel, where 
the convention is being held, Mutual 
will put up at the Hotel Cleveland. 
Mutual delegates from New York 
will probably include Fred Weber, 
general manager; Theodore Streibert, 
vice-president and general manager 
of WOR, New York; Ed Wood, net- 
work sales head; Robert Schmid, 
sales promotion head, and Lester 
Gottlieb, publicity rep. 


KSAM’s Remote Studios 


Hunstville, Texas, April 7. 
Station KSAM, operated here by W. 
J. Harpole and J. C. Rothwell has 
new studios at the transmitter site 
on the Walker County Fairgrounds, 
This is plus studios in the heart 
of town as well as on the campus at 





the Sam Houston State Teachers’ 


College. 
J. B. McShane is commercial mane 
ager of the station. 








Oh WIRES A MOUNTAIN FOR SOUND 


Ii meant mile-long underground antennas and 
months of trial and error in placing them: It 
meant relocating such things as three-stage am: 
plifiers and lead-in and pick-up antennas. It 
meant weeks of testing to get consistent signal 


strength, 


But KDKA wired that mountain for sound! 


Now you can hear KDKA and every Pittsburgh 
station in the Liberty Tubes. For each Westing- 
house station pursues an endless quest of greater 
usefulness to the public and the advertiser. 
Learn to expect it of Westinghouse stations, 
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we | #¢¢4, | Comes from KGA-KHG, Spokane. aoake 
j yates swvatsom | From the Production Centers: 
Payroll Traffic 7 rs 
z Worcester.—John Hayes has left Continued from page 32——————— | 
$944466444064 | teportorial staff of Worcester Tele- sports expert, off on southern tour, with Ed Harvey pinch-hitting on sports 


San Antonio—KABC’s Jim Wiggins 
of the announcing staff and Harvey 
Frye of the commercial department, 
into uniform. 





Boston—Some 12 WNAC members 
have entered the armed forces. Six 
are in either the Navy or 
Reserve; technical directo Paul A. 
DeMars, announcers Kenneth Clapp 
and Vincent Maloney, reporters Ken- 
neth Tully and Charles Carroll, and 
production staff member John Lord. 
Publicity director Al Stephenson is 
in the Marines. The five in the Army 
are announcer George Cairns, oper- 
ator Andrew Hotz, musicians Paul 
Zara and Robert Howl t, and main- 
tenance man Frank Fentross. 





Kansas City.—Saleswoman Ruth 
Kendall Trimble leaves KCKN for 
AAA, Government agency, in Man- 
hattan, Kansas, to be with her hus- 
band. 

Pat Burke left announcing staff of 
KMBC for WDAF. He resumes at 
WDAF under the name of Thompson 
Holtz. 





Portland, Ore——Ed Watson, for- 
merly of KWIL, Mutual outlet in Al- 
bany, Ore., has joined the announc- 
ing staff of KGW-KEX, Portlandt. 





Greenville, S. C.—Nine of 18 male 
WFBC staffers are in uniform and 
station has three women on payroll 
now, and may have to add more. Off 
to wars are Charles Batson, program 
director; Phil Pollard, Jimmie Capps, 
Paul Chapman, Ben Eberhart, Lee 
Parsons, Edward Martin, Ed Smith 
and Charles Chapman. 





Flint, Mich.—James Cleaver, an- 
nouncer of WFDF, local Blue af- 
filiate, has been upped to studio su- 
pervisor. 

Howard Fairbanks, of the station’s 
e.gineering staff, has resigned to 
take a job with the e<perimental 
research department of A. C. Spark 
Plug Co. 





Worcester. — New announcer at 
WTAG, is Stephen Burke, formerly 
production manager at WMUR, 
Manchester, N. H. Replaces Gil 
Hodges, who is in Army. Anne 








Naval | 





, Lorentz, formerly ef WBLK, West 
| Virginia, has joined WTAG staff as 


| . . 
commercial program writer and pro- | 


| moter. Bill Brennan, former WORC 
| and WTAG announcer, left last week 
't. join production department of 
| CBS in New York. 


|formerly an announcer at WWRL, 
|New York, has joined WCOV, Mont- 
| gomery. 





Portland, Ore. — Sammy Taylor, 
known as the ‘Little Man Behind the 
| Eight Ball’ for his early-morning 
| series on KWJJ, Portland, for the 
last five years, has been hired to an- 
nounce the midnight-to-6 a.m. pro- 
gram nightly on local station KGW. 





Sherm Washburn, KGW-KEX an- 
nouncer, was inducted into the army 
March 23. 





Augusta, Ga.—Paul Reed, WRDW 
musical director, leaves soon for 
technical radio training in Chicago, 
preparatory to enlistment in army. 





Greenville, S. C.— Joel Vawhon, 
WFBC announcer, army bound. 
Charles Batson, former program di- 
rector, Phil Pollard, Ed Smith and 
James Capps of station’s staff already 
in camp. Lee Parsons, another 
staffer, has joined marines. 





Pittsburgh-—Alan Fianagan, for- 
merly of WSB in Atlanta, has been 
added to the KDKA production staff, 
and Victoria Corey, who wrote civil- 
ian defense council’s shows for 
Westinghouse station, has been hired 
as a special continuity writer. 

Des Moines—Norman Jolley, KSO- 
KRNT announcer, is leaving soon for 
the army. 

Jim Kelehan added to the KSO- 
KRNT announcing staff. He re- 
places Dick Covey, who also joins 
the army. 





Salt Lake City—Added to KOVO 
staff is Devont Stowell, technician. 

Appointed to job of publicity di- 
rector is Wayne Kearl, 





Salt Lake City—KSL has James 
A. Peterson on announcing staff. 





Montgomery, Ala.—Zack Dowling, l 








gram to join script department of 
KOA, Denver. Once did script work 
lat WLW. 





| Buffalo—WBEN added new spieler 
in Fred Keller from WBTA, Batavia, 
iW. . 





Dallas.—On staff of WBAP-KGKO 
is Gene Steel, now a dramatic ac- 
tress, formerly dancer in the Billy 
Rose Fort Worth ‘Casa Manana’ 
show. 





Port Arthur, Texas.—Merrill M. 
Ash, of station KPAC, resigned as 
program director to join KID, Idaho 
Falls, Idaho, as program manager 
and chief announcer, 





El Paso, Texas.—Merle H. Tucker, 
manager of station KROD since its 
openfng here has gone to KOB, Al- 
buquerque, New Mexico. 





Seattle—Jimmy Lyndon now tran- 
scripticn librarian at KOL replacing 
Bill Gunning, who resigned because 
of il) health. 





Kaiamazoo—Hooper White, for- 
merly assistant program director at 
WCFL, Chicago, now continuity 
head of WKZO. 





Cleveland—Wayne West, vocalist 
and pianist for WHK, has left for 
similar post with WMBD, Peoria. 





Youngstown, O.—John Bradford 
has become assistant program and 
production manager of WFMJ, 
Youngstown, O., succeeding Jim 
Sirmons, who resigned to join CBS 
production department in New York 
City. 

Newcomer to WFMJ, Youngstown, 
O., is Dal Wyant, continuity writer, 
formerly of WCMI, Ashland, Ky. 





Russ Winnie Goes On 


Milwaukee, April 7. 

Wadhams division of Socony-Va- 
cuum Oil Co. this week began its 
14th consecutive year of _ sports 
broadcasting on WTMJ. 

Russ Winnie still at the micro- 
phone on one of the oldest continu- 
ous programs in the country. 
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JOLY: Say, we're doing swell! 
MOM: What do you mean, Joey? 
JOEY: A new spot on Columbia! 
rating going up! Spring com- 
ing! Boy, do I feel sharp! 
DAD: Yes son, we're proud of you! 


NANCY: I'11 say we ar 
your eye on th 
reports. 


Yes, thanks to Quaker Oats 


Ryan, “THAT BREWSTER BOY,” written by Paul- 
ine Hopkins and produced by Owen Vinson, is now 
heard on CBS Wednesday nights at 7:30 EWT-—9:00 


Pacific War Time. 


OWEN VINSON & CO. 


360 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 
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desk ., . Norman Ross signed for another year on ‘What’s New in News” 
for Chicago Motor Club on WMAQ .. . Jack Swineford changed name to 
Jack Lester same time he changed jobs from actor to announcer on 
WMAQ ... New engineering additions to WMAQ are Car: Cabasin, of 
WDAY, and Ed Schultz, new to radio. 


Robert Morton, moves from NBC guide department to vocal spot in 
chorus of X. Cugat’s Camel show. First air shot Tuesday (7)....Louis E 
Hartman takes over script duties on ‘Secret City,’ replacing Jack Bent. 
kover off to army Friday (3)....Painted Dreams cast celebrates comple- 
tion of second year on WBBM Monday (15) with afternoon shindig. 
Gene Autry completed arrangements for broadcast from Cleveland Sun- 
day (12) when his rodeo and western show appears there....Al Chance 
WBBM producer on-sick -list at CBS....Xavier Cugat moves out of Chi- 
cago Tuesday (7) for coast. He'll do film, ‘Carnival in Rio’ after a jaunt 
across country....Kay Chase, scripter for ‘Painted Dreams,’ will take to 
mountains in July....Bill Nelson, on WLS promotion desk,’ back from 
Florida vacation....Marvin Mueller joins cast of ‘Backstage Wife’.... 


Max Wylie, Blackett daytime suitan, returned to Chicago from business 
trip to New York....WAAF, local indie adds new program, ‘Treasury 
Chest of Popular Music’ Will use familiar melodies exclusively, as re- 
quested by soldiers and sailors....Al Williams of WBBM music depart- 
ment reading up on chicken farming. Recently copped a farm near 
Arlington Heights, Ill....Marion Reuter, production aid at CBS, joined 
Red Cross unit as student trainee... 
tion to engineering at WLS....Entire WLS talent department kicked in 
with show at Fort Sheridan....Bob Becker, dog chatter on NBC, will have 
typical American housewives as guests on alternate programs, starting 
Sunday (12)....Eugene Swigart, hubby of Ruth Bailey in ‘Arnold Grimm’s 
Daughter’ off to New York for job with War Production Board. ...Emilin’ 
Ed McConnell set for guest spot with National Barn Dance Saturday (11) 
....Cab Calloway in town for hotel job will do his ‘quizzicals’ from Chi 
for four weeks starting tomorrow (8). 
Hotel Sherman....Vernon Fulton from Illinois Police Radio in as engineer 
at WLS....Al Hollander of WIND, 
baseball airings starting Sunday (5)....Mary Ann Mercer guests at five 
air corps fields between April 9 and 12....Dick Bradley heading up his 
own production firm in Civic Opera Buildings, will specialize on live 
shows in city....Freeman Keyes of Russell Seeds off to Louisville for 
talks about replacement show for ‘Quirt and Flagg.’ 


.Chuck Ostler switches from produc. 


NBC will originate shows from 


revising schedules to accommodate 





Martin Block Announcing 


On Kay Kyser Program 
For Pop Hill Personally 


Martin ‘Block, disc jockey of 
WNEW, New York’s ‘Make-Belive- 
Ballroom,’ parade of. phonograph 
records begins next week (15) de- 
livering one-minute commercials on 
Kay Kyser’s ‘Kollege of Musical 
Knowledge’ and Lucky Strike Hit 
Parade, network shows sponsored by 
the American Tobacco Co. Block 
will spiel in behalf of Lucky Strike 
cigarets once on each show each 
week. Kyser airs Wednesday, NBC 
10-11 p.m.; Hit Parade, Saturday, 
CBS, 9-9:45 p.m. 

Idea is by Senior George Wash- 
ington Hilt, American Tobacco head, 
who recently had Block go to South 
Carolina factories, from where he 
did his record spinning to inaugurate 
WNEW sessions selling Luckies. 
Block also does daily commercials 
for P &G’s ‘Pepper Young’ serial on 
NBC for Camay Soap, 


Fisher Mills Tags 
Baukhage in Portland 


Portland, Ore., April 7. 

Fisher Flouring Mills Co., of Seat- 
tle, has bought sponsorship on KEX 
and KJR, respective Portland and 
Seattle outlets of the Blue network, 
of two days a week of the Baukhage 
program and three days a week of 
‘News Here and Abroad.’ 
Account is figuring on extending 
sponsorship of both shows to five-a- 
week, 


Straight Forms Agency 


Kansas City, April 7. 

M. H. Straight has incorporated 
and will open a new advertising 
agency here April 15. Mouse Straight, 
Inc., will concentrate on radio biz, 
but will also incorporate an idea in- 
volving informal photographs trade- 
marked ‘Trickey Pix.’ 

Straight is fresh from handling 
publicity for the winning citizen’s 
ticket in last week’s city election. 
He recently resigned from Ferry- 
Hanley agency where he was an ac- 
count exec. Before joining F-H two 
years ago Straight was manager of 
local sales at station WHB. 




















Payroll as Reward 


San Antonio, April 7. 

Winners of the recent KABC an- 
nouncer contest were Daniel Trau- 
gott and Marjorie Hays. Traugott 
as his prize receives a junior an- 
nouncer’s job at the station. Miss 
Hays will be presented in a weekly 
quarter hour commentary to be 
titled ‘Women in the War Effort.’ 
Both will be paid. 





Contest was sired by Tommy 
Reynolds, KABC program director. 





Actor Interviews 


Made Difficult 
At Radio City 


NBC and the Blue networks have 
revised their setups for actor inter- 
views and now require applicants to 
make appointments for meeting staff 
producers. Red network instituted 
the new procedure some time ago 
and the Blue followed suit last week, 
Each of the two networks’ produc- 
tion departments moved into its new 
quarters this week. 

Idea of the changed setup for ac- 
tor interviews is to keep the appli- 
cants from trooping into the produc- 
tion departments and swamping the 
staff producers. Each producer is 
now supposed to have a regular 
schedule of times for actor inter- 
views and appointments for such 
confabs are made in advance. If an 
actor makes an unscheduled call he 
is to be admitted only if the staff 
producer gives an okay by phone to 
the ground floor reception desk. 

Actors reportedly don’t like the 
system. 








WSPR, SPRINGFIELD, BLUE 


Moves Sept. 29—Web Sans Local 
Affiliate -for Three Months 








Springfield, Mass., April 7. 
WSPR, Springfield, is transferring 
its affiliation from Mutual to the 
Blue Network Sept. 29, 1942. That 
will leave the Blue without a local 
outlet for about three months. 
WBZA, the Blue’s present Spring- 
field release, moves over to NBC 
along with WBZ, Boston, June 15. 
WHYN, Holyoke, may _ replace 
WSPR as Mutual's outlet for west- 
ern Massachusetts. 








When you buy lime— 
BUY AN AUDIENCE 


2) 


WTAG WORCESTER 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


Sloppy press relations of the National Assn. of Broadcasters continue, as 
evidenced by the complete failure of the trade body—again—to remember 
or care about the working press in apportioning the available suites at the 
annual convention hotel. This time the Statler in Cleveland is ‘all taken’ 
(presumably by station sales reps, manufacturers and what not) in the 
matter of desirable space. Under the N. A. B. system at conventions, the 
press cannot directly contact a convention hotel but is required to write 
a committee which waits six and seven weeks to tell the press suites are 
unavailable. i 

Although the regular annual appearance and the consistent annual 
needs of the working press covering N. A. B. conventiens ought to be 
well known, and although irritations and disappointments and makeshift 
quarters have a long history, the N. A. B. is still in such sloppy disorder 





- jn press relations that again in 1942 no imagination is used, no forethought 


given. The same polite note of regret is all that finally emerges from the 
mysterious deliberations of whc-gets-what. This from a trade association 
that does not hesitate to invoke the good will and solicit the favor of the 
press. The N. A. B. seems to be a one-way street where courtesy is con- 


cerned. 





Network commercial producers are telling of a public relations officer 
in a Southern training camp who has no use for radio people and their 
entertainment and who makes it a practice of discouraging them from 
using the spot to originate programs. He assures applicants that the 
service men in that camp do not !ike to attend broadcasts, bars the touring 
commercials from a large auditorium and when pressed for a place he 
confines them to a recreation room with a capacity of 200 persons. Re- 
cently this officer let a commercial producer travel over 1,000 miles just 
to talk the latter out of his intention to pitch his show at that camp. 
The officer told the producer that even Jack Benny or Bob Hope couldn’t 
draw a sizable audience in this bailiwick. One of the visiting producers 
thought he recognized in the officer a program director and writer who. 
years ago, had had a brief and unsuccessful career with an ad agency in 
Hollywood. 





Pulling power of radio was demonstrated all too literally to the Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing War Service last week. Bessie Beatty, chatterer on 
WOR, N. Y., announced on her show ene day that the Wing’s Stage Door 
Canteen was in need of cake. She suggested that each listener bake a 
cake and bring it to the Canteen, which daily feeds around 1,200 service- 
men, last Wednesday (1) at 3 p.m. 

Came the appointed hour and more than 1,000 women showed up with 
enough pastry to feed the entire army. Canteen stowed up sufficient 
supply for a couple of days and, fearful that the surplus would get stale, 
was forced to send it off to camps, hospitals and charitable organizations 
in the New York area. 





The Blue network, which recently set a company policy by selling local 
sponsorship of the Baukhage daily news comment series from Washington, 
may extend the policy to all its sustaining programs. The Baukhage stanza 
is now bankrolled locally by 24 different sponsors. 

Same setup was offered last week on the nightly William S. Hillman- 
Ernest K, Lindley comment series, also from Washington, and it quickly 
drew 10 cents. That has suggested to the Blue execs the idea of making 
the policy standard for all sustainers. In particular, such shows as the 
international news roundup every morning are figured likely prospects for 
local sponsoring. 





Freelance producer of a network serial had been quoting a price of 
$4,000 per program to ad agencies. He heard that an agency was in the 
market for a summer pinchhitter and made a pitch at the $4,000 figure to 
the radio head of that agency. During the phone conversation the agency 
man kiddingly remarked, ‘If your willing to take $2,000, I'll buy it.’ An 
hour later the producer called the agency and, much to the astonishment 
of the department head, said, ‘It’s a deal at $2,000.’ Contracts were sig- 
natured the next day, something unusual in agency procedure. 

When this same account last went off the air it was up to $3,750 a 
program. 





‘One Man’s Family,’ which starts its 1lth year on NBC April 26, rarely 
goes for a musical interlude. However, when it does it’s with a ven- 
geance. Several weeks ago Author-Producer Carlton Morse saw a spot 
for Edna Fisher's flag-waver, ‘Great, Great, Great, Great Grandfather,’ 


Praise and Only Praise 





Parkersburg, W. Va., April 7. 
‘The Voice of Victory,’ five- 
minute nightly series of WPAR, 
local CBS outlet, aims to ignite 
national spirit and offensive de- 
termination by stressing what 


Morris Ernst Quits Censorship Council 
In Disagreement with Arthur G. Hays 





the United Nations are doing 
and going to do, rather than 
what should have been done. As 
an attention-getting angle, the 
program is addressed to the Axis 
powers. 

Show has been on the air sev- 
eral weeks. It is authored by 
Flem J. Evans, coordinator of 
station activities of WPAR. 


Russell Stewart to KLO 


Salt Lake City, April 7. 

Russell Stewart, after ten years 
at KSL as chief announcer, is now 
director of the newly opened Salt 
Lake Studios of KLO, Ogden (Mu- 
tual), in the Newhouse Hotel. 

Two participation programs and 
sustainers are being originated in 
the Salt Lake studios. 


Retail Stores on KOL 


Seattle, April 7. 

KOL has a number of new pro- 
grams, including a six times weekly 
fifteen minute musical program for 
Case-Littell furniture, tabbed ‘At 
Home for Music.’ Show uses tran- 
scribed music and airs at 9:45 a. m 
In addition the firm will use a 
quarter hour period on Sunday in a 
yet unscheduled position, plus 6 day- 
time and 2 nighttime spots daily. 
Series began Monday (6). 

Emporium Department store has 
taken one spot announcement a day, 
and Maure’s Shoe store has signed 
with the Mutual station for two spots 
daily plus one Poll Parrot shoe 
musical spot each day. 

















and called in Dorothy Cordray to sing it. It went over so well that Morse 
had it repeated the following week. When 2,000 requests came through 
the mails for copies, the ditty was given a third airing. Now Paul White- 
man is publishing the piece with the repetitious title. 





Audition record for a series of dramatized spiels ballyhooing increased 
war production was made last week by WLW, Cincinnati, and submitted 
to Donald Nelson, chairman of the War Production Board. Records would 
not be broadcast, but are intended for playing during lunch hour at arma- 
ment factories and other war industry centers. 

Arnold Moss, legit and radio actor, delivered the talk. He was selected 
after extensive auditions in New York; was flown to Cincinnati to make 
the recording. 





Flo (Mrs. Jack) Haley, wife of the comedian, was one of Mary Mar- 
garet McBride’s guests on WEAF, yesterday (Tuesday). She related her 
reaction to wartime Hollywood, having just come east from there, ex- 
plaining that the thousands of men in, uniform had taken away some 
glamour from screen stars, and that ‘a girl would rather dance with an 
eviator who has spotted a submarine that day than Clark Gable.’ She 
felt that Hollywood was closer to the war than other localities in the 
U. S. because there are 112,000 Japs on the Coast and more air-raid alerts 
are sounded. 





Don Lee Network has put on an intensive campaign to get CBS, NBC 





and Blue Network advertisers to give it the rebroadcast business (Pacific 
area) for their shows on these webs. Don Lee’s regular network affilia- 
tion is Mutual. As part of the campaign Don Lee has in process of prepa- 
«avion a presentation comparing its coverage with the West Coast links of 
|CBS, NBC and the Blue. 





Ruthrauff & Ryan agency last week passed up reservations for time on 
several stations in behalf of Pall Mall cigarets because the American 
Tobacco Co. had discovered at the eleventh kour that local tax situations 
would make further merchandising uneconomic. 

Some of the cancelled reservations made had been blocked off at the 
agency’s request two months ago. 





Lieut. Col. W. F. Kernan, U. S. A., author of the fast selling “Defense 
Will Not Win the War’ made a hit with recent ‘America’s Town Meeting’ 
audience, due to his southern drawl and dry, quizzical, direct manner of 
speech. 





WCPO, Cincinnati, has another chortle now that the C. E. Hooper figures 
are out for March. Scripps-Howard purely local 250-watter is pulling 
away from other stations in the picture Hooper presents of the competi- 





tion against dominant WLW. 





Attorney Morris L. Ernst has re- 
signed from the National Council on 
Freedom from Censorship in protest 
against the policy of the American 
Civil Liberties Union in ‘reviewing 
and repudiating’ resolutions on radio 
issues passed by the Council, an 
affiliated body. In particular Ernst 
is understood to have burned at At- 
torney Arthur Garfield Hays taking 
a contrary position in regard to issues 
concerning the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. Ernst is reported 
as feeling that Hayes intruded him- 
self gratuitously without knowledge 
of the facts and embarrassed Ernst 
who has been a supporter of the 
viewpoints of Chairman James L. 
Fly, on newspaper ownership of 
radio stations particularly. 

Ernst’s retirement  ecame official 
at the Council’s most recent meeting 
at the Woodstock Hotel, New York. 
Simultaneously Quincy Howe, for 
personal reasons, was obliged to sur- 
render the chairmanship to Elmer 
Rice. Hazel Rice is retiring as coun- 
cil secretary to engage in war work. 





Live Stock Almanac Uses 
Ellison of U..S. Dept. 


San Antonio, April 7. 

Live Stock Almanac will be aired 
daily for a quarter hour over station 
KTSA co-sponsored by J. W. Koth- 
mann & Sons and the Union Live- 
stock Commission. 

Professional news items will be 
broadcast by Glen L. Ellison, assis- 
tant marketing specialist of the 
United States Department of Agricul- 
ture, assisted by Jack Mitchell of the 
KTSA staff. 


KFBI Adds Blue 


Wichita, Kans., April 7. 
KFBI, now Mutual, will carry Blue 
network beginning April 12 but will 
also continue with Mutual. 
KANS, which ‘previously had both 
NBC Red and Blue, will continue 
with Red. 








Elmer Peterson’s Bankroller 
Minneapolis, April 7. 

Peter Paul is a new sponsor for 
three daily morning newscasts of 
Elmer W. Petersor, WCCO news 
analyst. Company previously spon- 
sored the daily two five-minute news 
broadeasts on the WCCO early 
morning ‘Sunrisers’ program and the 
switch brings them on for three 15- 
minute spots a week. 

Peterson is 13% in Hooper local 
report. 





————__--— — - 
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If It's Radio It's Not News 


ee eh ee. ee, 


That Includes Patriotic Programs in New Haven 


Dailies—WELI Continues to Rib Local Publisher 


+ 


{ 
New Haven, April 7. 


Station WELI, owned by Arde 
Bulova, is pot-shotting regularly at 
the two New Haven dailies, and | 
especially their publisher, John Day 
Jackson, because the latter clings to} 
a no-radio-mention policy, which in- | 
cludes all and any broadcasts of a 
patriotic, civil defense or other war- | 
winning character. Latest tactic of | 
station is publication 5,000 book-| 
lets of the broadcast blasts of Carey 
Cronan, WELI news editor, against 
the Register and Journal-Courier. 


Politicians not chummy with the 
dailies are joining with radio in 
finger-pointing, trying to create im- 
pression that newspapers are petty 
and bigoted in attitude and governed 
in matters of patriotism by a narrow 
fear of losing advertising to radio. 

Dailies just ignore the whole af- 
fair. 


} 





Shreveport Group Buys 
KTHS From Hot Springs 
Chamber of Commerce 





Memphis, April 7. 

A Shreveport syndicate, the Radio 
Broadcasting Corp., has purchased 
station KTHS, Hot Springs, from the 
resort city’s Chamber of Commerce. 
Leading stockholders in the corpora- 
tion include George E. Wray, Allen 
D. Morris and P. E. Furlow, all 
Shreveporters. 

Conditions of the transfer include 
that studios and transmitter must 
remain in Hot Springs and that the 





Free & Peters Now Reps 
KOB In Albuquerque 


KOB, Albuquerque, which oper- 
ates at 50,000 watts day and 25,000 
watts nights, has switched its na- 
tional sales representation from the 
Katz agency to Free & Peters. 

The becomes __ effective 
May 1. 


DIZZY DEAN CALLS ’EM 
FOR FALSTAFF BREW 


St. Louis, April 7. 
Falstaff Brewing is again bank- 
rolling play-by-play baseball of the 
of the Cardinals and 


change 





home games 
Browns over KWK. ‘Dizzy’ Dean 
will be back and will be teamed 


with Johnny O'Hara of the station’s 
sports staff. Sports programs before 
and after the game have been bought 
by General Mills and Lever Brothers 
with Nick Stemmler handling these 
programs. 

KMOX, the local CBS’ outlet, for 
the second consecutive year, will not 
handle baseball and KSD, which has 
never gone in for baseball will con- 
tinue to hold aloof. KXOK will 
originate an eight station baseball 
web for the Hyde Park Brewery. 


WDOD’s Army Talent 


Chattanooga, April 7. 
After weeks of unwrapping gov- 











Spa Chamber of Commerce gets 
facilities over a period of 10 years. 


Ads will be used to plug resort and 
its baths. 


NBC Breakfast Clubbers 





Aid Kaycee Food Show) 


lod 


Chicago, April 7. 


| series of shows staged by talent from 
jnearby Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. Pro- 
grams, with Announcer Bill Davies 
}emceeing, are staged at downtown 
|auditorium and sports jam-up or- 
chestra from the post’s Third Cavalry. 
The 13-piece outfit is bolstered by 
|}several ex-members of big-time 


] ° . 
| bands who are now in army uniform. 


| ernmental red tape, WDOD has in-| 
21,900 spot announcements via its | augurated aeregular Monday night | 


LOU SMITH GABBING 
BASEBALL FOR WCKY 


Cincinnati, April 7. 

Lou Smith, baseball writer for the 
|Ciney Enquirer, bows as a miker 
| April 13 when becoming sports com- 
|mentator for WCKY. He will do a 
| 15-minute broadcast daily at 5:30 p.m. 
| when the Reds are playing at home. 
While with the club on the road, his 
|reports will be wired to the station 
|} for reading by a staffer. 

WCKY, CBS affiliate, and WLW, 

NBC outlet, each a 50,000 watter, are 
the only local stations not airing 
play-by-play accounts of the Reds 
National League games. The En- 
quirer, morning sheet, is the only 
one of Cincy’s three dailies without 
la radio affiliation. 
Smith is the third local sports 
writer to double on the air. Nixson 
Denton, sports editor of the Times- 
Star, introed to broadcasting by 
Crosley’s WLW and WSAI. Charles 
‘Irish’ O’Connor, also of the Times- 
Star sports staff, is racing expert on 
the weekly Sports Quiz Bowl series 
on WKRC, the paper’s affiliate sta- 
tion. 


Four-Hour Salute 


To Suds Sponsor 
In New Orleans 


New Orleans, April 7. 

A four-hour show will be aired by 
WNOE on Wednesday ($9) to cele- 
brate the 1,000th program under 
sponsorship of the Jackson Brewing 
Co. Show, to be emceed by Hubert 
Grant, will include 10 pickups from 
city’s night spots and host of talent 
| broadcasting from studio. 
Jackson Brewing is largest user of 
radio time in New Orleans. 


KABC’s Baseball 


San Antonio, 




















April 7. 





Entire NBC ‘Breakfast Club’ gang| Wade Pollard, trumpet, was with . 7 : 
will do regular morning stint from|Charlie Spivak before the draft;|. New series of quarter hour sport 
Kansas City Thursday (16). Occa-| Homer Zirkle, sax, with Gene Krupa; | broadcasts on KABC with Bill Mi- 
sion is Food for Victory Show, being | Fred Taylor, trombone, with Charlie |Chaels will present members of the 


held at Municipal Auditorium. 
Going along for trip are Don Mc- 
Neil, 
tin, Escorts and Betty, and maestro 
Walter Blaufuss. Some 10,000 per- 
sons are expected to watch show. 


m.c.; Jack Baker, Nancy Mar-| 


| 
| Barnet, 


| with Red Norvo. 
formerly in the Dean Hudson sax 
section, isn’t a member, but often 
rides with the band. Sergt. Carl 
|Baum is leader. 


and Eddie Beresheim, bass, | 
George Kenyon, | 


San Antonio Missions, local ball club. 

Separately KABC will air all home 
;}and road games of the Missions 
under sponsorship of the San An- 
tonio Seven Up Bottling Co. and 
Wheaties. 
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— The Newest Musical Personality 


EDDIE OLIVER 


, HIS PIANO 


) 


D. C. 


3 
Exctusive Management 


MUSIC CORPORANION OF 


Just completed 3rd_suc- 
cessful. 
wood Beach Hotel, Holly- 
wood, Florida 


~ AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Currently appearing at the 
Carleton Hotel, Washington, 


gagement (opened April 6). 


BROADCASTING: 
TUESDAYS—10:45-11 P.M., EWT 


THURSDAYS — 10:45-11 PM, 


SATURDAYS — 11-11:30 PM, 


season at the Holly- 


, for an indefinite en- 


Blue Network—Coast-to-coast 


EWT Blue Network (Exclusive 
of New York) 


EWT Blue Network—Coast-to- 
coast 








Cn 


NIN F3) 


LONDON + NEW YORK * CHICAGO * SAN FRANCISCO > BEVERLY HILLS * CLEVELAND * DALLAS 











Free L.D. as Prizes 


Greenville, 8.C., April 7. 
we AEBS. BIS. HRT VAL, NSW | 
defense ‘Home Front’ program 
for Sunday ethering. Payoff in- 
cludes free long distance calls 
for wives and mothers to sons 
and/or husbands in military 
service. 
Lee Parsons directing. 


SLAP AT WBAL 
BY LABOR BD 


Washington, April 7. 

A slap was administered Wednes- 
day (1) to the Hearst radio chain 
and its wholly-owned Baltimore 
subsidiary, WBAL, by the National 
Labor Relations Board. Accusing 
Hearst and WBAL of firing two em- 
ployees for their activities on behalf 
of the American Communications 
Association, Broadcasting Depart- 
ment, and ‘urging, persuading, and 
warning’ their staff in general against 
joining their union, the N.R.L.B. laid 
down the law to the Baltimore trans- 
mitter and forced the station to post 
‘immediately’ in conspicuous places 
about the plant copies of a notice 
stating that all coercion of employees 
would cease. 

Respondent (WBAL) admitted it 
was engaged in interstate commerce, 
the Labor Board pointed @ut in its 
stern reminder, and all parties con- 
cerned (Hearst Radio, Inc. WBAL 
and the union) waived their rights 
to a hearing. 


Although the Board did not go into 
details as to the posts occupied by 
the two discharged employees, the 
company was ordered to ‘make whole 
John J. Mutch and Morris O’Con- 
nor, Jr., for any loss which either 
of them have suffered by reason of 
their discharge by paying to each of 
them the sum of $150." The men 
were fired last Sept. 18. 


According to the Board, WBAL 
forced its workers to refrain from 
any contact with the ClO-affiliated 
union and threatened them with 
‘lay-off, discharge, and other re- 
prisals’ for any breach of that na- 
ture. In addition, the station was 
charged with having ‘restrained, and 
coerced their employees in the exer- 
cise of the rights guaranteed in Sec- 
tion 7 of the (National Labor Re- 
lations) act.’ 

Answers to these charges were 
filed by Hearst and the respondent 
on Feb. 6, the Board contended, ‘de- 
nying the allegations of unfair labor 
practices in the complaint.’ Notices 
of postponement of the hearing were 
served by the N.L.R.B. regional di- 
rector on Feb. 8, and March 7. 

















|'Hook of KGLO Injured 


Enroute to U. S. Army 


Mason City, April 7. 

H. B. ‘Hank’ Hook, former an- 
nouncer and publicist of Station 
KGLO, ig in the army hospital at 
Ft. Sheridan, Ill. He suffered a frac- 
tured shoulder enroute to assume his 
second lieutenancy at Aberdeen, Md. 
Pat Patterson has replaced him at 
KGLO. 


Another into uniform is Jim 
Woods, sportscaster-turned-Marine. 

Meanwhile Leon W. Born, chief 
engineer of. KGLO, was appointed 
assistant manager of station. New 
additions to staff include Damon 
Eckles, announcer from KFJB, Mar- 
shalitown, Ia.; Charles McEwen, staff 
announcer, and Ken Kew, sports- 
caster. 





NIGHT GAMES TO WNEW 


Daylight Clashes on WOR—General 
Mills Is Sponsor 





WNEW, New York, has been given 
a contract by General Mills to broad- 
cast all night home games of the N.Y. 
Giants and Yankees. Sponsor is 
bankrolling both teams on WOR, 
N. Y., daytimes. WNEW broadcasts 
the first of 14 after-dark games May 
22, Giants vs. Brooklyn. 

Mel Allen will handle 


play-by- 
play. 





Indianapolis Arrangements 
Indianapolis, April 7. 
Genera] Mills (Wheaties) and 
Lever Bros. (Lifebuoy soap) will 
sponsor broadcasts on alternate days 
of the Indianapolis ‘Indians’ baseball 











games this season over WIBC, local 
| Mutual outlet, 

Bert Wiilsop will handle the play. 
| by-play, ag in p bin years, ad 








MILK CO-OP 





Detroit, April 7. 

First of the large cooperatives to 
engage in a regular schedule of 
broadcasting, the Michigan Milk 
Producers’ Association completed 
three years of continuous sponsor- 
ship on WWJ on April 4 and renew- 
ed into the fourth year. The farm- 
ers’ cooperative uses a dual purpose 
in its commercials at both ends of 
the 12:30 p.m. newscast—to promote 
goodwill among members of the or- 
ganization and encourage the city 
man to use more milk in his diet. 

The association has 10,000 mem- 
bers in WWJ’s service area who ship 
1,750,000 pounds of milk daily into 
Detroit. Program has had three 
newscasters, C. C. Bradner, deceased; 
Lee J. Smits and the present Austin 
Grant. 


Disc Jockey Session Is 
Sold by WHK, Cleveland 


Cleveland, April 7. 
WHK has new five day morning 
music half hour programs with 
Mayer-Marks Furniture Co. Called 
‘Breakfast with the Band,’ series has 
Francis Pettay disc jockeying. 





It’s biggest contract of year, states 


H. K. Carpenter, WHK manager. 








) 
Personalities that sell 








“175 good leads 
in just 1 week’’ 


radio secret that a 
is a 


It’s no 
well- handled news cast 
surefire producer. 


Yet news-sponsors on KSO- 
KRNT continually report more- 
than-expected results. 


Says the H. E. Sorenson Com- 
pany, lowa distributor for all 
Crosley products, “In a single 
week, our KSO news casts have 
produced as many as 175 good 
Shelvador prospects.” 


Equal success with news on 
KSO-KRNT is reported by other 
national and regional advertis- 
ers, including Manhattan Soap, 
Look Magazine, Tone Brothers 
Coffee and Phillips Petroleum— 
a fourth-year renewal. 


The full Associated Press and 
United Press radio news serv- 
ices are available to KSO-KRNT 
clients. Aired by an _ experi- 
enced news casting staff, in- 


cluding Glen Law, Wayne 
Ackley, Bill Baldwin and Rod 
Holmgren, news on KSO or 


KRNT can produce good sales- 
news for your products’ in 
lowa’s No.1 market, Des Moines 
and its extensive trade-area. 


iN! 
ARN 


The Cowles Stations in 


DES MOINES 


BASIC BLUE 
AND MUTUAL 
5000 WATTS 


BASIC 
COLUMBIA 
5000 WATTS 


Affilited with the 
Des Moines Register and Tribune 
Represented by The Katz Agenoy 
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e CSI ‘Rhythm Revels’ 
uni., which had been previously 
touring camps in this country. It 
was accompanied by Major Justin P. 
Doyle, of the 2d Corps Area Special 
Services office. 

55-Hour Train Ride 

Troupe, in crossing Newfoundland 
to get to the first of four posts which 
it played, experienced the 55-hour 
train ride which has been one of 
their principal topics of conversa~- 
tion since. After a six-hour wait 
for no apparent reason at the start, 
they spent almost another full day 
stalled by a snowstorm. 

Initial show near St. John, the 
capital city, was given in a mess hall, 
Hastily-installed blankets hid the 
giant stoves On which stew was 
sending off odors and gave Stroud 
a chance to crack: 

‘What you smell is not the actors. 

They gave four shows in four days 
prior to heading for the next post. 
A well equipped stage in the camp's 
film theatre made the seven shows 
(including a matinee) in three days 
a comparative cinch. 

Next stop found the theatre still 
under construction and a hangar was 
utilized, with mechanics and other 
workmen laying down their tools 
long enough to watch the perform- 
ance. Troupe stayed there a week, 
giving only three formal shows, but 
a flock of others in officers, non- 
commissioned officers and service- 
men’s clubhouses. 

Goofy ‘Newfies’ 

At the final stop there was 
a modern film theatre in which 
five shows were given. during 
the three-day stay. Last one was for 
the ‘Newfies’—as American soldiers 
have labeled the natives, to their 
annoyance. These workmen and 
their wives had never before seen a 
show and were entirely innocent as 
to what reaction was expected of 
them. They got none but the broad- 
est gags, invariably laughed in the 
wrong places and only gathered the 
idea of applauding an act after much 
cueing by Stroud. 

Only gags universally appreciated 
were those concerning the famed 
railroad, about which even the na- 
tives quip, when they see the train 
pulling in: ‘Here it comes, right on 
the week.’ 

Aside from wooden seats, smoke 
from the engine virtually suffocating 
people and snow drifting in, it was 
the food service that amused and 
irked the performers. There was 
no diner, but a steward came 
around and took everyone’s order. 
That meant that the last person to 
be served lunch got it at about 3.30 
in the afternoon. To even things 
out, however, the steward would 
reverse the order of serving dinner, 
so that the people who had lunch 
at 3.30 got dinner at 5 and those who 
had lunch at 11.30 got their dinner 
at 8. 

In addition to that, the engineer 
would stop the train wherever he 
happened to be when he got hungry, 
and come back into a coach to eat. 
On one occasion the engineer had no 
money to pay for his food and the 
steward wouldn’t serve him. Where- 
upon he refused to start the train 
until the impasse was broken by the 
passengers taking up a collection for 
his lunch. 

Anxious for New Faces 

‘Practically all of the time we 
weren't giving a show,’ said Stroud 
in New York Friday (3), ‘ we were 
surrounded by officers and men, who 
chattered away at us with all kinds 
of small talk. I think just our be- 
ing there to listen to their experi- 
ences was more important in build- 
ing morale than the actual show. 
They were all bursting with things 
to tell and hadn’t seen a new face 
In a year to tell it to.’ 

The boys, Stroud explained, in- 
stead of ‘slap-happy,’ call themselves 
‘Newfy-goofy.’ Native femmes, of 
the camp-follower type, in those 
Posts near where there are any, are 
dubbed ‘Newfy-goofies.. The boys 
haven’t seen any other women ex- 
cept for some officers’ wives who 
were up for a two-week period in 
December and were to stay perma- 
nently. They were chased home by 
Pear] Harbor, however. 

Native gals have been greatly in- 
fluenced by the Hollywood films 
which the Army shows. It was the 
first time they had ever seen what 
femmes in fhe outside world look 
like and how they dress. 
& result, have gone to the tiny vil- 


pers of th 


for some very grotesque femininity, 
but lonesome soldiers can’t be fussy. 
Soldiers Wed Locals 

‘Newfy-goofies’ are very proud and 
a number of the girls have married 
soldiers despite constant admoni- 
tions in local papers that the dough- 
boys probably at some future time 


of the world and forget these wives- 
of-convenience. 

Except near the few big cities, 
most of the ‘Newfies,’ the USO per- 
formers discovered, had never seen 
a film or even electricity before the 
Army moved in. They still call elec- 
tricity magic and soldiers amused 
themselves for a while by telling the 
natives of the wonders of the U. S. 
Some of the tales were true and, 
even so, amazing enough to the na- 
tives, but many a ‘Newfie’ by this 
time has a Buck Rogers conception 
of this country, implanted by kid- 
ding soldiers. 

Poverty of most of the natives 
quickly led Stroud to christen the 
country: “Tobacco Road with snow.’ 
Natives say they have only two 
seasons, ‘Winter and August.’ 

Troupe in each camp stayed in cof- 
ficers’ quarters, which they described 
as spacious and comfortable. They 
also had praise for the quality and 
variety of food. Despite the obvious 
boredom of the life, performers said 
the conduct of the troops was 
exemplary, with not one untoward 
incident in the entire three-week 
stay. 

This unit was the second to go to 
Newfoundland. -First, which was 
there several months ago included 
Yvette, Sid Marion and Cliff Hall. 
Frank McConville and Sunny O’Dea, 
Wini Shaw, Lois Harper and pianist 
Irving Schacter. 





Joe E. Brown in Alaska 
Fairbanks, Alaska, April 7. 
Flying trip recently carried Joe E. 





Brown on a mirth-making tour of 


practically every military post in 
Alaska. 
Comedian’s cold-weather jaunt 


was for morale purposes and he was 
the central attraction of many Army 
entertainments, 


GALLO’S SAN CARLO CO. 





INTO CENTER, N.Y., MAY 1 


Fortune Gallo’s San Carlo Opera 
Co., not heard in New York for the 
past two seasons, will open a two- 
week engagement at the Center the- 
atre, N.Y., on May 1. 

The San Carlo is concluding a 13- 
week road tour which carried it to 
the Coast and back. The N.Y. en- 
gagement will close its season. The 
last time .the company was in N.Y. 
it sold out 14 of 17 
and had a $16,000 profit for 
weeks. 


two 


San Carlo in Detroit 
Detroit, .\pril 7. 
Marking its second booking 
opera this season, the Wilson thea- 
tre here has the San Carlo com- 
pany for a week of repertoire from 
April 20-26. The Fortune Gallo com- 
pary comes 
House, Chicago. 
The eight »erformances will see 
no repeats with the two Saturday 
shows providing ‘Martha’ for the 





—_ — -~ 


matinee and ‘Il Trovatore’ in the 
evening. It will mark the first ap- 
pearance here of numerous new 
singers, particularly in the soprano 
contingent. 





| Post-Season ‘Parsifal’ | 


| 
| 


| ‘Parsifal,’ given Wednesday (1) by 





| the Metropolitan (which has annu- 
|ally interrupted its spring tour to 
present two performances of the 
Wagner opera), was an_ excellent 
presentation. Heading the cast of 
principals, Lauritz Melchior was in 
‘superb voice. The 52-year-old tenor 
dominated the entire performance 
vocally and dramatically. Emanuel 
| List ran him a close second for vo- 
ical and histrionic honors and Kir- 
'sten Thorborg was excellent dra- 
' matically while finding much of the 
music high. Julius Huehn struggled 
hard but was often inaudible. 
The Friday afternoon (3) 


pre- 


Gals, as | sentation saw the same principals in |\‘L’Elisir D’Amore.’ 


the cast with the exception of Alex- 


will be transferred to other parts. 


performances | 


THE BALLET THEATRE 
Metropolitan, N. Y., April 6, 1942 

The Ballet Theatre (S. Hurok’s new 
| troupe) opened its first N. Y. season 
; in excellent style at the Metropolitan 
Opera House April 6. ‘Les Sylphides’ 
and Offenbach’s ‘Bluebeard’ were 
presented by a young company 
whose spirit was notable. 

Main dish, the awaited premiere of 
| ‘Russian Soldier,’ adopted from the 
femous story of ‘Lieutenant Kije,’ by 
Prokofieff, was not up to par. The 
ballet differs essentially from the 
Russian classic tale, and the grim 
story unfolded statically against a 
dreamy background. t failed to 
catch the humor of the original, in 
which the Czar keeps requesting the 
presence of a non-existent lieutenant, 
and army officers keep inventing 
new tales to stall the all-powerful, 
less they be found guilty of lese ma- 
jesty. 

The orchestra under Antal Dorati 
played with vigor and feeling. 

Eddy. 


LOUIS 
Violinist 
Town Hall, N. ¥., March 25, 1942 
Four contemporary works, none of 
much weight, were introduced by 
Louis Kaufman. Additionally the vio- 
linist was continually hampered by 
a thin, undistinguished, brittle tone 
and off pitch playing. His interpreta- 
tive abilities could best be set forth 
by the statement that Beethoven and 
Toch were played in_ identical 
fashion. Eddy. 


KAUFMAN 





The N. Y. Daily Critics Said: 

Times (Straus) ‘Serious skilled 
musician. Not remarkable for ad- 
herence to pitch nor color variety.’ 


ORATORIO SOCIETY 
Bach B Minor Mass 
Carnegie Hall, N. Y., March 31, 1942 
Bach’s B Minor Mass was excel- 
lently rendered for the most part, 
Albert Stoessel conducting, did 
strong job in the pit. The Chorus 
best work came in the ‘Cum Sanctu 
spiritu.’ The soloists were of vary- 
ing degrees of excellence, with Hugh 
Thompson (son of Oscar Thompson, 
music editor of the Sun) taking 
vocal honors with a delivery from 
memory of ‘Et in Spiritum Santum.’ 
Baritone’s voice not overlarge, 
but of excellent timber and he uses 


is 


it with artistry and _ intelligence. 
Thompson definitely headed for big 
things. 


Jean Watson, the contralto, sang 
well, using her big fine voice to 
cover her non-Bach handling of the 
score. She failed to trill at any time, 
but her delivery of ‘Agnus Dei’ was 
tops vocally. Hardesty Johnson 
found some difficulty with top tones, 
but sang with artistry and assurance 
of the veteran, while Harriet Hen- 
ders sang well, but with little ex- 
pression or range of color. The bass, 
Wellington Ezekial was not a dis- 
tinguished vocalist. Audience was 
capacity. Eddy. 


EUDICE SHAPIRO, IRENE JACOBI 

Violinist, pianist 

Town Hall, N. Y., April 1, 1942 
Neither artist in this joint recital] 

possessed much. Both were more 

or less routine 

Not aided by 


in 
unhackneyed—but— 
Eddy. 





uninteresting works. 


of | 
| Times 
| sonatas 
| warmth and imagination.’ 

| Tribune (Boehm) ‘Persuasive vir- 


in from Civie Opera | brant tone. . 





The N. Y. Daily critics said: 
(Straus’ ‘Performed the 
cleanly and accurately.... 


. heavy handed. 


JOSEF RAIEFF 
| Pianist 
Town Hall, N. ¥., March 31, 1942 


| Exhibiting a good techn’ ue and a | 
, general aptitude for the keyboard, 


| Josef Raieff 
| recital 


in his 
in his 


was ha. apered 


by a lack of color 


| playing, which was so marked as to | 


make almost every composers music 
{sound like that of his predecessor. 
Eddy 


The N. Y. Daily critics said: 

Times (Par:nenter) ‘Possessor 
fleet fingers—no great depth 
emotion.’ 

Post (O’Gorman) ‘Strong, 
| tionally accurate pianist.’ 


CROSBYS WEST 


Florence George’s Ofera Plans— 
Everett on Biz and Pleasure 


of 
of 











Everett Crosby and his coloratura 
|soprano wife, Florence 


their renditions. | 


excep- | 


George, | 
\leave for California today (Wednes- | 
| day) after a couple of months in| 
|N. Y. During this time Miss George | 





Carmen Amaya to Relax 


Carmen Amaya, presently closing 
out her part in ‘Panama Hattie’ for 
Metro will spend the next fev weeks 
concertizing on the West Coast before 





off for a vacation. Dancer is set for 
32 concerts for next season opening 
in late September. 

She carries a troupe of 10 people 
and seeks between $1,500-$2,000 per 
engagement. 


Artists, Mgrs. Take Cut 
To Offset New 20c War 








Winnipeg, Ont., April 7. 

The Celebrity Concert Series here 
run by Fred M. Gee has set 11 events 
for its 1942-43 season. Gladys Swart- 
hout closing out this year’s schedule 
on April 28. 

Artists set on next course are Car- 
men Amaya, Oct. 20; Glenn Carroll 
and John Dudley, Oct. 28; Claudio 
Arrau, Nov. 9; the Don Cossack 
Chorus, Nov. 25; John Charles 
Thomas, Dec. 2; Richard Crooks, 
Jan. 13; Marian Anderson, Jan. 29; 
Robert Casadesus, Feb. 22: Dusolina 
Gianini, March 8; the Minneapolis 
Symphony, March 22; and Albert 
Spalding, March 31. Ticket scale 
ranges from $8.60 for the series of 11 
in the rear balcony to $22.90 on the 
|}main floor. 

A new 20% war tax has been 
| added to the cost of tickets, but con- 
| cessions in the price of artists, and 
|}a reduction in management profits 
| has made it possible to charge the 





| public only 11 cents more per ticket | 
Total cost 


|than in previous years. 
|to the management for the artists 
| engaged is in excess of $15,000. 


| Albany Variety Club 
Sponsors Ballet Date 
| 








Albany, N. Y., April 7. 

Tent 9, Variety Club, will sponsor 
| Monte Carlo Ballet Russe in an ap- 
pearance at the Palace theatre the 
| night of April 23, for the benefit of 
| Navy Relief. 

It is the first big benefit event 
scheduled by the Club since the lat- 
ter was revived in Albany several 
months ago. 





Boris Goldovsky to Hub 


After Berkshire Summer 
Cleveland, April 7. 


and ehoral director, has been ap- 
pointed head of the opera depart- 
ment of the New England Conserva- 
tory of Music, Boston. 


Will take his position in fall after 
spending summer as co-director of 
| opera department of Berkshire Music 





| Center. 





Marian Anderson’s 71 


Marian Anderson will close a 71 
concert date tour of the U.S. at 
| $2,000 per engagement in the middle 
of May. The colored mezzo will 
spend the summer festing at her 
|} home in Danbury, Conn. She is 


| booked for 62 engagements so far 
and probably will no* accept any 
others. 


She has changed her customary 
|repertoire and will 
| modern songs as well as an old Eng- 


lish group. 





Toledo’s Opera Worries 
Toledo, Apri 


|} was on tour with Salvatore Bacca- | 


|loni’s opera company and made ap- | 


in ‘Don Pasquale’ and 
While on the 


| Coast she will continue her studies 


| pearances 


lage stores and bought what the ander Kipnis who replaced List. The | with Amelita Galli-Curci before re- 


Shopkeepers swear are latest U. S. 
Styles. They’re usually very loud 
$1.50 calico specials and extremely 
ornate hats. They’ve also adopted 
Cosinetics, which they smear on a 
half-inch thick. All in all, it makes 


| veteran bass was in splendid voice 
land his acting of Gurnemanz is al- 
‘most in a class by itself. , 
ithe performance little change 
vocally. Both houses drew tremen- 
dously at a $9.90 top. 


caw? 
«i Vi 


. | 
Otherwise | 


turning to N. Y. for a concert and 
opera season in the fall. 


| Everett, who manages. brother | 
| Bing, will attend to business while 
in California and _ will complete 


} building of a new home. 


Fears that Toledo may be without 

summer opera this year because of 
the war and financial problems were 
_expressed by John Ehbrle, managing 
director of the Toledo Civic Opera 
Association, to members of the To- 
|ledo Exchange Club recently. 
He said the opera association 
|needed a public-spirited citizen to 
fill the vacancy caused by the death 
jof its president, Percy C. Jones. 


taking the balance of the summer : 


Tax on Winnipeg Ducats; 


Boris Goldovsky, Cleveland pianist | 


include more } 


~“Fohacee~Roat with -Snoy: | Ne. Concert Reviews| Series of Yank-Written Operas To... ae 
} Be Broadcast By WOR, New York ) 


An American Opera Festiva! over 
WOR, New York, in conjunction 
with the U.S. Treasury Department's 
Bond Selling campaign will be in- 
augurated by the station May 7 and 
carry though June 18. This will be 
the first time a series of native 
operas have been presented. 


Under the supervision of Alfred 
Wallenstein the festival will open 
with ‘Porgy and Bess,’ with other 
operas being “The Devil and Daniel 
Webster,’ ‘Tennessee’s Partner,’ hav- 
ing its world premiere with musie 
by Quinto Maganini; “The Old Maid 
and the Thief,’ ‘Four Saints in Three 
Acts,’ ‘The Second WHuricane’ and 
‘The King’s Henchmen.’ More than 
200 singers and musicians will par- 
ticipate. 

Wallenstein is one of winners of 
Peabody Awards (radio) this year. 


St. Louis Deficit Erased 
On Condition New Season 
Stay Within Actual Means 


St. Louis, April 7. 

Anonymous contributions have 
wiped out an accumulated debt of 
more than $36,000 of the S.. Louis 
symphony orchestra and the organi- 
zation will continue in 1942-43 ac- 
cording to the amount collected in 
the $135,000 maintenance fund drive, 
Approximately $70,000 of the main- 
tenance fund has been raised to date 
and efforts will continue to raise the 
remainder. 

William McClelland, chairman of 
the society's board, refuses to reveal 
the donors who wiped out the red, 
but said the donations were predi- 
cated on the promise that the symph 
would operate next year strictly 
within its budget. The deficit ac- 
cumulated in past years when sub- 
scriptions to the maintenance fund 
failed to meet the difference be- 
tween revenue from tickets and the 
maintenance cost of the orchestra. 


PHILADELPHIA OPERA’S 
32 ROAD PERFORMANCES 


The Philadelphia Opera Co. will 
make 32 appearances next season on 
the road. Company also plays seven 
weeks in Philadelphia. 

Orchestra carried, consists of 22 
men with the balance picked up in 
various towns en route. Personne!) is 
approximately 30. Operas to be given 
jare ‘Faust,’ ‘Fledermaus’ and ‘Mar- 
| viage of Figaro’, all in English, and 
| the asking price on the company is 
| $2,500 an engagement. 


JAN PEERCE IN THE MONEY 


Fees and Number of Concerts Both 
Increasing 


























Jan Peerce, presently on tour with 
the Metropolitan, has had his most 
successful concert season with 37 
appearances behind him. He has 
been sold for $750 to $1,250. 

Tenor already has 42 dates set for 
next season and this number will be 
augmented by others so his appear- 
ances should total at least 50. He is 
expected to sing at the San Fran- 
cisco and Chicago Opera se2sons'be- 
fore rejoining the Met, although no 
contracts have been signed. 





Portland’s $20,000 Series 


| 
| 





Portland, Ore., Apri] 7. 
The Ellison White Concert Course 
here at the Civie Auditorium is go- 
|ing all out this year in attractions 
, which will cost the management in 
excess of $20,000 for seven presenta- 


j tions. Price scale is $5.35 to $10.45 
| for the series. 

Artists set are Jascha Heifetz, 
|Viadimir Horowitz, Nelson Eddy, 
|Rise Stevens, Richard Crooks. 
Marian Anderson and the Ballet 
Theatre. 





Providence, R. 1., April 7. 

The annual drive for Community 
Concert subscriptions will be held 
here the week of April 13. 

This year’s Community Concert 
series close April 28 with a joint 
| concert of Rose Bampton and Lans- 
jing Hatfield. 
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Most Band B.0s Good; T. Dorsey 


Great $80,000 in 


N. Y., Kaye OK 


356 in Chi, Lombardo, 196, Hub 





(Estimates for This Week) 

Blue Barron, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2.768; 35-46-57-68-75). Backed by 
Jerry Lester and Yvette on stage, 
plus ‘Martin Eden’ (Col) on screen. 
Drawing a fairish $18,000, with hon- 
crs splitting evenly between Bar- 
ron’s band, Lester, and film, which 
is above Earle’s standard. 

Count Basie, Milwaukee (River- 
side; 2,600; 30-40-50) with ‘Jail House 
Blues’ (U). Although not jamming 
’em in to complete capacity, as he 
has done on local dancery dates, 


Basie’s hot band proved a_ wise 
choice for Holy Week. Drawing 
highly satisfactory $11,000, with 


heavy weekend play from younger 
element. 

Les Brown, Newark (Adams; 2,- 
000; 25-25-50-60) with ‘Castle in the 
Desert’ (20th). Orchestra plus Sunny 
Rice and Frank Conville will bring 
in good $14,000. 

Tommy Dorsey, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). With 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) on screen. 
Combo of the Dorsey band, here for 
the eighth time, and the picture is 
accounting for smash business; on 
the first week ended last night 
(Tues.) $80,000 was drawn. Theatre 
pushed its top scale to $1.10 on 
Saturday and Sunday (4-5). 

Shep Fields, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-85-99). With ‘Male Ani- 
mal’ (WB) on screen. In final (2d) 
week and very strong at over $40,- 
000, following first week’s gross of 
$45,000. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Buffalo (20th 
Century; 3,000; 3¢-55)—With ‘Law of 
the Tropics’ (WB). Not much in 
way of film support, so good $14,000 
is all to credit of femme maestro. 

Art Kassel, Chicago (Oriental; 3, 
200; 28-33-44-55) with ‘Klondike’ (U). 
Kassel a fave here and getting the 
credit for a good part of the fine 
$19,000 coming up; film isn’t much in 
way of support. 

Sammy Kaye, Chicago (Chicago; 
4,000; 35-55-75) with ‘Remarkable An- 
drew’ (Par) onscreen. Kaye good b.o. 
in Chicago, with film also getting 
praise from crix. Both stage and 
screen sharing in draught of pleas- 
ant $35,000. 


Wayne King, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
3,800; 30-44-55-66) with ‘Wild Bill 
Hickok Rides’ (WB). Easter Week 
notwithstanding, Waltz King isn’t ap- 
proximating biz he’s done here on 
past occasions. However, little or 
no screen support and finish of Holy 
Week holding take down. That means 


around $19,000, good but not up to 
expectations. 

Guy Lombardo, Boston (RKO-Bos- 
ton; 3,200; 30-44-60-65-75). Opened 
Good Friday (3) to fair biz, but 
picked up over weekend, pointing to 
$19,000, good. ‘Gentleman at Heart’ 
(20th) on the screen. 

Joe Rines, New York (State; 30- 
44-55-75-99-$1.10). With John Boles 
and The Hartmans on stage, ‘Wom- 
an of Year’ (MG) (2d run) on screen. 
Rines’ band has Boles and the pic- 
ture as powerful aids in reaching 
an indicated $33,000, very good. 

‘Muggsy’ Spanier, Brooklyn 
(Strand; 2,800;- 30-40-50-55)—With 
Cliff Nazarro’s double-talking rou- 
tine and Diosa Costello on stage for 
four-day engagement, in addition to 
‘Mr. Wise Guy’ (Mono) on screen, 
drew unsatisfactory $5,500. 

Charlie Spivak, Baltimore (Hippo- 
drome; 2.240; 17-25-28-39-44-55-66) 
with Connee Boswell and vaude, and 
not much help from ‘What’s Cook- 
in’ (U) on screen. Very solid at 
$16,000. Attracting juve trade on 
holiday vacash for extra shows, par- 
ticularly on weekend. 


On the Upbeat 
Freddy Daw Orch to round out 


six months at Merry Gardens, north 
side Chicago ballroom, May 1. 




















| Dick Jurgens completing five years 
‘at Aragon ballroom, Chi, heads east 


| fo: run at Totem Pole dancery, 
| Auburndale, Mass.; tnen to New 
| York. 





| Henry King Orch opens April 11 
| in Marine Room of Edgewater Beach 
| hotel, Chi. Along with orch will 
|be Singing Marines, Pritchard and 
Lord and.Dorothy Dorben Dancers. 





It’s band week in Chi 
Oriental has Art Kassel; 
carries Sammy Kaye. 


theatres: 
Chicago 





Cab Calloway back in Panther 
Room of Sherman hote.. Chi, April 8. 





Jan Garber minus Lee Bennett, 
who left band for radio work at 
WGN. 





Bob McGrew orchestra leaves 
Chicago to open a 10-day stay in 
the Washington Hotel, Indianapolis, 

(Continued on page 54) 























Give You Their 


TOMMY TUCKER (Okeh) 6466 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 4105 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


CANCEL THE FLOWERS 


Recorded by 


MITCHELL AYRES (Bluebird) B11392 


New No. 1 Song 


TONY MARTIN (Decca) 4101 
CHARIOTEERS (Okeh) 6509 








and Presents for Your Approval the Song That Explains Itselt 


STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL 


Recorded by HARRY JAMES on Columbia Records and Many More to Follow 


























Miller Skips Palladium, 
H’wood, Due to Pay Snag 


Unable to get together on salary 
Glenn Miller will not play the Pal- 
ladium Ballroom, Hollywood, on his 
current trip west to make a second 
film for 20th-Fox. Instead the leader 
will take a three week layoff on the 
farm he bought during his last trip 
to the Coast. That, of course, is with 
the exception of the Chesterfield 
broadcasts, which air thrice weekly. 

Miller’s new film, now making, is 
titled ‘Orchestra Wife.’ 


Cleveland Gives 
McKinley Strong 
$3,150 for 2 Days 


(Estimates) 

Don Bestor (Toten Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., April 4). Bestor 
known here; drew turnaway crowd 
of 3,600 at $1.45 pair for $2,610. 

Del Courtney (Gamm Phi Sig 
Frat, St. Louis). Courtney drew 1,624 
customers at $2.90 couple. 

Sam Donahue (Roseland-State B., 
Boston, April 4). Played here last 
week to 100 more than he draw this 
swing; 800 at 65c-55c for $480. 


Stan Kenton-Roly Rogers (Ray- 
mor-Playmor B., Boston, April 4). 
Paired with local Rogers, Kenton 
drew 1,800 at a 75c-65c for fine 
$1,260. 

Jimmie Lunceford (Armory, Char- 
lotte, N. C., April 2). Lunceford’s 
take was fair: drew 800 at 90c dan- 
cers, 75¢c spectators for $670. 


Frankie Masters (Sheboygan T.., 
Sheboygan, Wis., April 2). Fine 








| $1,316. one of two best grosses house 


ever drew at 45c-55c. Next day (3) 
Masters played to another fine $923 
in a biting blizzard at Kenosha thea- 
atre, Kenosha, Wis., at same prices. 

Ray McKinley (Cleveland hotel, 
Cleveland, April 14). Fine start for 
new band; 1.400 at $2.25 couple at 
private sorority hop. Next night (5) 
band drew healthy $1,260 at 90c at 
Aaragon Ballroom, Cleveland. 

Will Osborne (Ritz B., Bridgeport, 
Conn., April 5). Osborne did extra 
good job here, playing to 1,501 peo- 
ple, who paid $889 








Band Bookings 





Dick Jurzens. April 23, Hershey 
Park, Hershey, Pa. 

Johnny McGee, April 9, four weeks 
Top Hat, Union, N. J. 

Barney Rapp, April 15-18, Totem 
| Pole B., Auburndale, Mass. 

Al Donahue, April 16, University 
Club, Spokane, Wash.; 20, Trianon B.. 
Seattle. 
| Bob Astor, April 19, 2 weeks, Tic 
| Toc C., Boston. ) 
| Tommy Dorsey, May 2, Sunny- 
| brook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 3, County 
|Center, White Plains, N. Y.:; 5, U. of 
| Rochester, Rochester, N. Y.; 8-10 
State T., Hartford, Conn. 

Del Courtney, April 25-26, Cuono- 
nado T.. Rockford, Il.; May 1 St. 
Ambrose C., Davenport, Ia.; 2, Or- 
pheum T., Springfield, I1.; 6, 
velt H., New Orleans. 

Henry Busse, April 28, Laramar B.., 
Fort Dodge, Ia.; May 1-7, Orpheum 
T., Ohama; 15-28, Lakeside Park, 
Denver. 

Ted Lewis, May 1, Aud., Stockton 








Roose- 





| lowed six-week stay of Don Bestor, Fri. (3). 





tral T., Passaic. 


see 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands tn various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


Seat ae Pota 

Hund Hotel Played Week ue 1 ate 
Jimmy Dorsey.... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 8 3,300 19,825 
Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 3 2,075 7,225 
Enric Madriguera..Biltmore (300; $1-$150).............10 650 8,750 
bk ceddy Martin*.. Waldorf (475; $1-$1.50)............-11 2.425 24,800 
Frankie Masters..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)............ 0 +650 650 
Lani MclIntire..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)........... 8 1,375 11,250 
Commodore (400; 75c-$1).......... 25 1,700 39,625 


Vaughn Monroe* 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. although the band ts the 
major draw, t2 days, 





. Boston 


Will Osborne (Bermuda Terrace, Brunswick Hotel; .550; 55c-$1 cover). 
Osborne’s opening three days, Thurs.-Fri.-Sat., (2-4), found 1,200 paying 
covers, mainly on weekend. Biz good considering Holy Week. John Kirby 
wound up 2% week engagement on first three days of week with fine 
500 covers, 

Leighton Noble (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). In 12th 
week oi indefinite engagement, Noble keeps even pace with 850 covers 
Friday-Saturday, only late nights. Dinner biz fine also. 

Griff Williams (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). With Dorothy 
Lewis’ Ice Show; on second week, Williams drew 1,400, considered big for 
spot. Dinner business likewise fine. 





Minneapolis 


Freddy Nagel (Minnesota Terrace, Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50 min.), 
Nagel rnaking first Minneapolis appearance after clicking at Trianon, Chi- 
cago. Local impression highly favorable, but Holy Week lropped attend- 
ance to around 300 nightly, slow pace for room. Good floor show includes 
Brucetta, John Gallus and Three Tanner Sisters. 





Chicago 


Chuck Foster (Continental Room, Stevens Hotel; 406; $1.50-$2 min.). 
Foster doing nicely in this south loop spot. In tough Holy Week managed 
1,800 patrons. 

Eddy Duchin (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Duchin 
still one of the big names here. Started off well in face of Holy Week 
and came up with 2,300 customers on first five days. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Repeat 
date for Joy orchestra here, replacing the long-standing Art Kassel or- 
chestra. On first week-end okay with 1,000 patrons. 

Gene Krupa (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1-$2.50 min.). Krupa 
holding up well; week-ends particularly fine and even with Holy Week 
came up with 5,200 tabs. 

Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone Hotel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Jane Froman as top attraction here, held to 1,900 customers. 





Baltimore 


George Stearny (Charles Room, Belvedere Hotel; 500; $1-$2 min.). Fol- 
Holiday response pointing to 
1,900 covers for six-day week 


Philadelphia 
Pancho (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50-$2 


min.). Hurt by business slump during Holy Week, drawing 982 supper 
customers. 


Los Angeles 


Skinnay Ennis (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Getting usual 1,100 covers 
on the two nights (Fri., Sat.); satisfactory enough for this class spot which 
ain’t what she used to be. 

(Continued on page 42) 
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Cal.; 2, Aud., Sacramento; 3, Sweet’s 
B., Oakland, Cal.; 5-12, Golden Gate 
T., San Francisco. 

Chico Marx, May 1-7, Palace T.s 
Akron-Youngstown, O. 

Count Basie, May 10, Savoy B. 
New York; 11, Aud., Millsboro, Del.. 
14, Odd Fellows Hall, Chester, Pa.; 
15, Howard T., Washington, D. C. ea 

, ’ J leas 

Vaughn Monroe, April 25, Sunny- | ee 
brook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 26, Arena,  eaiialieamaemmies Love of Mine 
New Haven; 29, Empire B.,, Allen- The Nango—Gamblers Blues | 
town, Pa.; 30, YMCA, Rome, N. Y., pepbcomitibiincoaiel ) 
May 2, Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa; 
3, Arena, Trenton, N. J.; 7-13, Cen- 


STAN 
KENTON 


and His Orchestra 
ON TOUR 





General Amusement Corp. 
Pers. Dir.: Carlos Gastel 
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STAYED IN THE WHALE 








IN 1942 A. D. 


HISTORIANS DETERMINED TO TELL 
THE REAL STORY of WHY JONAH 














Brilliant Research Proved OLD JONAH 
Was Trucking Jubilantly To An 
ERSKINE HAWKINS RECORD 


Record Fans Too Will Have 
a Whale of a Time 


WITH 


“$O LONG SHORTY” 
Backed by 
“Wrap Your Troubles in Dreams” 
As Recorded by 


ORCHESTRA 





ON BLUEBIRD No. 11485 


48 w asth street GALE INC. new york city 
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VICTOR'S $32 


Small Jazz Groups Get Latin Bids 





Phonographs Establish Their Reputations in South 
America—Small Size Is Economic Lure 


+ 
?: 





John Kirby’s sextet may go to 
South America this summer. It has 
had two separate offers for work 
there. First calls for a location date 


at a Rio de Janeiro cafe; second 
for a series of concerts in Rio, Mon- 
tevideo, Buenos Aires, and other 
cities in those areas. Latter also 
includes radio work and a picture 
contract, but doesn’t call for any 
dance dates. 

Offers are based, according to 
Harry Moss of MCA, on Kirby’s re- 
cordings, which find good reception 
in S. A. Requests for Lionel Hamp- 
ton’s small band, Raymond Scott's 
quintet and Dickie Welles’ small 
group were made also, indicating 
the length of time it takes for re- 
cordings to circulate to Rio. Both 
Hampton and Scott now have big 
bands and have had them for some 
time. Transportation problems and 
costs probably are the reason for the 
bids for small orchestras. Eddy 
Duchin’s big band went to S. A. 
last summer at a staggering haulage 
outlay. 


BAND VOYAGES 
OUT OF BALTO 


B. B. Wills, owner of the Potomac 
River Boat Line, which operates 
each summer with name bands, has 
bought four boats of the defunct 
Nantasket Beach Line, Cape Cod, 
Mass. He intends using the addi- 
tional hulls to inaugurate another 
line playing name bands, running 
out of Baltimore. Operation of 
Potomac line resumes May 27, while 
the Baltimore opening date is in- 
definite. 


Music Corp. of America has an 
exclusive contract with Wills to sup- 
ply him with orchestra talent. 


MKINLEY INTO REVISED 
COMMODORE JAVA SHOP 


Ray McKinley’s new band, an- 
nounced last week as having been 
signed to follow Vaughn Monroe's 
band at the Century Room of the 
Commodore hotel, New York, will 
remain in the Century niche two 
weeks, then shift to three days a 
week (Friday-Sunday) at the hotel’s 
Grill, 
Shop, but will remodel to provide 
dancing space. 

McKinley replaces Monroe April 
20 at the Century, holding until the 
floor show at the spot bows out May 1. 














Bubeck’s Woes Unabated 


Philadelphia, April 7. 
Local 77, American Federation of 
last week revoked 
franchise of Car] Bubeck, band 
booker, who ran afoul of the State 


Miiciai- 
“u4UsiClans, 


Department of Labor and Industry | 


after being accused by New York 
band agencies of alleged mishandling 
of their funds. The State also has 
tefused to renew Bubeck’s booking 
license, although he has virtually 
cleaned up most of his outstanding 
obligations, 

Bubeck's troubles grew out of 
Squawks from several colleges that 
he had failed to deliver name bands 
for school dances after he had re- 
ceived deposits for them. 

_ Joe Charles, Bubeck’s ex-partner, 
1S Opening a booking office on his 
Own. Associated with him will be 
Pe Honey. Martin Snyder and Ruth 





Hermanites Ys. Dorseyites 
tp orchestra soft-ball battles begin 
sae (Wednesday) in Central Park, 
ew York. 
Woody Herman vs. Jimmy Dorsey 
ee up, ' 


ose.” “- : -* 
, * 











Latter is now a large Coffee | 


the | 


Higher Tax on Jukes 


Los Angeles, April 7. 

Licenses for coin-operated ma- 
chines were upped from $1 to $5 
annually by a vote of the City Coun- 
sel. Increase is estimated to raise 
the municipal revenue by $20,000 a 
year. 

City Attorney’s office told the al- 
dermen that some slot machine op- 
erators were taking in as much as 
$2,400 a week. 


KYSER DOESNT 
WANT TO BE 
TYPE 


Kay Kyser has signed his band for 
four weeks at Frank Dailey’s Mead- 
owbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., open- 
ing May 1. Since Meadowbrook 
is essentially a hot band job 


(though Sammy Kaye played it and 
set new attendance and gross rec- 
ords, since topped by Tommy Dorsey 
and Harry James), the booking is an 
unusual one, 


Kyser assertedly wanted the book- 
ing because of the remote broadcasts 
available from there, to plug his Co- 
lumbia recordings, which he has 
never done with the exception of the 
light push he can give them on his 
Lucky Strike broadcasts. In the 
background, too, is the vague idea 
that he wants to avoid being ‘typed’ 
as a radio and recording band only. 
He doesn’t play many straight dance 
bookings and hasn’t played a loca- 
tion in a couple years. 

George Washington Hill, American 
Tobacco head and boss of Kyser’s 
Luckies broadcasts, has given the 
okay for Kyser to play Meadowbrook 
and do remote shots. Hill’s ban 
against radio station’s playing Ky- 
ser’s popular recordings has also 
been lifted. Heretofore Hill had 
‘requested’ that the band’s platters 
not be used on sponsored or sustain- 
ing platter programs. Since American 
Tobacco does a lot of spot buying on 
stations all over the country, his ‘re- 
quests’ were heeded. 

It’s the first time that Kyser 
has located at any popular dance 
spot in the east. He has played at 
Catalina Island but at much stiffer 
prices. r 

Two previous location stands in 
New York were at the Pennsylvania 
hotel, several years ago before his 
present popularity level, and at the 
Waldorf-Astoria. Kyser will work at 
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RECORDS MAKE 
Ale PAY-OFF 


‘Chattanooga Choo Choo’ Re- 
sponsible for $35,000 of 
Largest Single Check 
($56,000) Which Went to 
Metro Group — Others 
Also Get Sizeable Cuts 








DISCS BOOMING 





The music publishing industry last 
week was the recipient of a record 
royalty shower from RCA Victor. 
The phonograph record company 
distributed checks totalling over 
$325,000, which, it is estimated, rep- 
resents payments on copyright num- 
bers contained in over 11,000,000 
discs. The distribution was for the 
quarter ending Feb. 28. 

The largest payoff went to the 

Metro-Robbins group, which consists 
of the Robbins, Feist and Miller 
catalogs. This group collected $56,- 
000, with $35,000 of it credited to 
Victor’s recordings of ‘Chattanooga 
Choo Choo’ (Feist). Victor’s various 
versions of the latter number sold 
over 1,300,000 records. Glenn Miller’s 
recording of ‘Chattanooga’ reached 
somewhat above the 1,000,000 mark. 
Feist also had the tune on the other 
side of this disc, namely, ‘I Knew 
Why.’ Another redletter number on 
this group’s royalty statement was 
‘Elmer’s Tune’ (Robbins). 
Other publishers that received 
large royalty checks from Victor 
were the Warner Bros. group, Sha- 
piro, Bernstein & Co., Southern 
Music, Tobias-Lewis and Mayfair. 


ASK BALLROOMS 
AID NAVY FUND 


Ballroom operators throughout the 
country are being asked to cooperate 
with the Navy Relief Fund by allo- 
eating one night’s proceeds to the 
project. The event would be billed 
as ‘Navy Relief Fund Night,’ with the 
band in the spot at the time also 
contributing its services gratis. The 
first spot in the New York area to 
set a date for the fund in the Rose- 
land Ballroom. It’s May 27. 

Stanton Griffis, chairman of the 
executive committee of Paramount | 
Pictures and chairman of the amuse- 
ment division of the Navy Relief 
Fund, is directing the ballroom cam- 
paign. Griffis has also approached 
recording bandmen and _ vocalists. 
From them he has asked the contri- 
bution of the royalties on some par- 
ticular disc. 
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Seek Washington Sympathy on Tires 


For Band, Important in Soldier 
Diversion: Meantime Biz Is Good 





CBS NEARLY LOSES 


Misunderstanding on Roosevelt Grill 
Almost Gave NBC a Break 








CBS’ remote wire into the Roose- 
velt hotel, New York, came near 
being out of that spot for all time 
last week. Through an oversight 
the net pulled its lines out of the 
hotel after Guy Lombardo completed 
his run there last week, apparently 
unaware that Frankie Masters was 
to follow. Somebody thought the 
room was closing for the summer. 

Roosevelt’s manager was talking 
with NBC re a Red remote setup be- 
fore CBS understood that he meant 
to keep NBC on next year, too, 
when Lombardo came back. CBS 
ran their pickup paraphernalia back 
into the Grill pronto. 


GLUSKIN DOWN 
TO HIS LAST 
BAND 


John Gluskin, lawyer-orchestra 
personal manager, relinquished the 
management of the Mitchell Ayres 
band last week, coincident with 
Ayres’ shift of booking offices from 
Music Corp. of America to General 
Amusement, Gluskin, who at one 
time handled a string of bands, is 
now left with only one, Ray Kinney, 
at the Lexington Hotel, N. Y. Two 
weeks ago Johnny McGee separated 
from him and reversed Ayres’ move 
by switching from GAC to MCA 
booking. 

Ayres is now at Pelham Heath 
Inn, Pelham, N. ¥.; McGee opens at 
the Top Hat, Union, N. J., tomorrow 
night (Thursday ). 


VICTOR’S RECORDING 
HEAD PROBED BY 802 


Frank Walker, head of RCA-Vic- 
tor recording, has been called before 
New York Local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians trial 
board. Local is investigating alleged 
practice of Victor’s New York stu- 














dios in naming Leonard Joy and A. | 


Sibelly, contractors of house bands, 
called in for special recording pur- 
poses. 

When bands are recruited for such 








Meadowbrook only five days a week, 
taking Wednesday off to do his pro- 
gram from N. Y. Mondays is always 
out. Fill-in Band will be used then. 

Kyser, whose Wednesday nighi 
broadcasts on NBC-Red (WEAF) 
for Lucky Strike has been on the 





| 


air continuously for more than four 
years, is trying to ge a release from 
American Tobacco and the Lord & 
Thomas agency for a vacation during 
July and August. There’s also a pos- 
sibility the show will be cut to half 
hour, dropping time charges $8,000 

Starting with next week’s stanza, 
Kyser takes the program on a short 
tour. He plays tonight (Wednesday) 
in New York, broadcasts next week 
(15) from the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Center; the following week 
(22) from the Chicago Civic Theatre, 
and April 29 from the Sesqui-Cen- 
tennial celebration at Raleigh, N. C. 

Going along for the tour with 
Kyser and the orchestra will be Ed 
Cashman, director; Tau! Phillips, 
writer; Albert Capstaff, whom Kyser 
brought with him from the Coast, 
ani announcers Ber Grauer, Basil 
Rysdale and ‘Speed’ Riggs. Keene 
Crockett. sound man, and Jack Mea- 





kin, NBC production, will commute 


each week. i} 
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U-BOAT CASUALTIES 


Fearing Subs, Virginia Beach Can- | 


cels Bands 


Surf Beach club at Virginia Beach, 
Va., heretofore a summer buyer of 
top name bands, will not use music 
this year. Since it would be ‘inap- 
propriate’ to operate at night (even 
though the spot is an indoor opera- 
tion), and it would be ‘impossible to | 
book bands for afternoons only’ club 
has advised members that it would 
be a ‘daytime bath club’ only this 
season. 

Surf constructed a larger band- 
stand at close of last season, pre- 
paring for the coming months. Its 
dropping mustc is based on its lo- 
cality; clubhouse is right on the | 
beach front and its lights would be 
a landmark for raiding submarines. 
Terrace club and Cavalier Beach 
club, nearby, use less costly bands. 
What their status will be hasn't | 
been determined, but it’s likely to 





' be. similar. , , +2 y 


purposes the contractor for the job 
(he who leads the band as a rule) 
gets extra pay. By naming another 
person the recording con pany car 
save itseif money. 


Ray Scott’s ‘Powerhouse’ 
On CBS Starting Tonight 


Raymond Scott’s new band will be 


| the meat of a network-produced or- 


chestra remote starting tonight 
(Wea.), 8-8:30 on CBS. Titled ‘Pow- 


| erhouse’ the show will be construct- 


ed by Howard Barnes, CBS staff 
production mzn and done from Blue 
Gardens, Armonk, N. Y., where 
Scott’s band is on location. It will 
run three weeks only: time has been 
vacated by ‘Meet Mr. Meek,’ for- 
merly sponsored by Camels, and a 
n commercial takes its place 


| April 29. 


Scott each week wil] introduce a 
new composition of his own. First is 
‘Secret Agent’, second ‘Conversation 
At a Diplomatic Function’. 





Teddy Powell ba:.d renewed at 
Bluebird for another year, with op- 
tions. Powell is at Log Cabin, Ar- 
monk,.N. Y. 


?- — 


| 





James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
was asked last week by representa- 
tivs booking agents to take up with 
Washington authorities the matter 
of granting tire priorities to dance 
bands. The plea was predicated on 
the fact that the touring dance unit 
has become an important element in 
camp entertainment and that these 
dates cannot be filled unless the 
bands are granted special dispensa- 
tions as to automotive transporta- 
tion. And that if these bands are to 
be available for camp dates it is 
necessary that they have bus facil- 
ities to fill in the commercial dances 
which intervene between camp en- 
gagements. 

The request to Petrillo was made by 
Abe Lastvogel, of the William Morris 
Office, assistant to the president of 
USO Camp Shows, Inc. Lastvogel 
had previously discussed the situa- 
tion with spokesmen for the Music 
Corp. of America, General Amuse- 
ment Corp. and Consolidated Radio 
Artists, Ine., and they had delegated 
him to see Petrillo. 

While the dance industry is wor- 
ried over the eventual effects of 
rubber shortages and eastern gaso- 
line rationing, so far there has been 
no clear indication of how much 
damage will be done. According to 
booking agencies, business has never 
been better and the outlook is good 
for the next few months. There 
isn’t a band of any note available in 
that time. 

If times get tough there isn’t any 
doubt that top outfits will hole up 
in theaters, hotels, and major loca- 


(Continued on page 42) 


Orchs Supplement Own 
Talent for All-Vital 
Phonograph Recordings 








Keen competition and need to 
come up with a hit record has led 
several bandieaders lately to hire 
special talent to record with their 





bands. Two separate outfits recently 
used Marie Greene, soprano singer, 
who last year made an outstanding 
record of ‘Intermezzo’ for Columbia, 
solo. She sang ‘I Threw a Kiss Into 


| the Ocean’ with Shep Fields’ band 


| group, the Merry Men. 


for Bluebird release three weeks 
ago, and last week recorded ‘Sweet 
Eloise’ with Les Brown for Okeh, 


accompanied also by her own vocal 


Third case is a bit comical. Art 
Kassel recorded ‘Angeline’ for Blue- 


bird in Chicago, using an unnamed 
| vocal trio in preference to his own 
singing group of which he’s a part. 
Wayne King was scheduled to cut 
the same tune for Victor an‘ after 
hearing Kassel do the tune on the 
air called latter and asked for a loan 
of hi (Kassel’s) trio to record it 
with hir Kassel explainec: that he 
had hired another bunch Where- 


|} upon King said he liked the Kassel 


trio better. Kasse] and the two who 
accompany him obligingly sang with 
King on the date. 





| lo : 
QUIZ AULD, ASTOR 


ON UNDERSCALING 


New York Local 802 of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians will in- 
terrogate during the next week mu- 
sicians out of Georgie Auld’s and 








Bob’ Astor’s bands. Complaints 
| have been made that both leaders, 
| who own outfits composed of 802 
| members, had paid below scale sal- 
| aries on recent one-nighters outside 
of 802’s jurisdiction. 

Auld is supposed to have taken 
j bis men into Boston territory and 
paid them Boston scale, whereas 
, they should have received 802 rates, 
| Astor's case is allegedly based on 
idates in Pennsylvania 
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Bands at the B. 0. 


Continued from page 49, 


. 
Phit Harris (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Catching plenty of weekend influx 
of service men; good for smart 6,500. 


LOCATION JOBS, NOT IN HOTELS 


(Chicago) 

Milo Franklin (Chez Paree; 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Jean Sablon and Es- 
trellita headlining in floor show. Opened Friday (3) and week-end all 
right at 1,500 customers. ~~ 

Orrin Tucker (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Tucker band finishing up, 
with Ted Weems’ band to replace. Last week off in holy season at 2,900 
customers. 














(Los Angeles) 

Claude Thornhill (Palladium B, Hollywood, sixth week). Getting a 
strong play from soidiers and sailors who pushed count up to 12,000. 
Sunny Dunham came in yesterday (Tues.). 

Duke Ellington (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal., first week). Off to a good 
start and should pick up a nice 5,500 on the week, He's sold with this 
clientele. 

Louis Atmstrong (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal., first week). Just 
what doc ordered for this spot and won’t miss a big 6,500 by far. That’s 
top biz for this location in many months and indicates a healthy engage- 

nt. 

“Tn Nelson (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood). Has leveled off to 
around 4,500 customers a week, with a deep bow to Nils Granlund’s floor 
show. 





(Baltimore) " 
Del Casino (Chanticleer; 400; $1-$1.50-$2 min.). Packed in a solid week- 
end indicating 2,600 covers for seven-day dinner and after-theatre sessions. 
McFarland Twins (Summit; 650; $1-$1.50 min.). Followed Louis Prima, 
Fri, (3) and up against weather in this suburban spot open extra early 
this season. Might hit 1,800 covers with action mostly on week-end. 
Cie sere eR 




















PROGRAM 
pirectors/ 


Why Gamble Your 






Song Selections 


Against 30 to 1 Odds ? 


Of 3000 songs published annually; only 100 attain “hit” rating. 
Robbins eliminates the guess-work in your program selections 
by publishing only those songs which have survived the “acid- | 
test." Play Safe! Select your songs THE ROBBINS WAY — 

proven the most consistent and infallible. 


An immediate favorite everywhere 


THE LAMPLIGHTER’S SERENADE 


Lyric by Paul Francis Webster © Music by Hoagy Carmichael 


The first big novelty hit of the war 


DON’T SIT UNDER THE APPLE TREE 
(With Anyone Else But Me): 
By Lew Brown, Charlie Tobias and Sam H. Stept 








Timely! In Demand! 
ANCHORS AWEIGH 


The Song of the Navy 
By Chas. A. Zimmermann 


Inspiring! 


sphtahed! 
7 MM 7 Wtwiddse 


by Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger 


Fox Technicolor Musical 


2 Great Songs by 
from the 20th Century 
MY GAL SA L 


: ‘ As) Ake Mature 
Rita Hayworth and Yicro 
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HERE YOU ARE 


star 


OH THE PITY OF IT Atk 





ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
799 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK MURRAY BAKER, Prof. Mgr. 
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Discs Reviews 


Dinah Shore-Freddy Martin: 
‘I Look at Heaven’—‘Can’t Give 
Anything But Love’ (Blue. 1l- 
487). Miss Shore and Martin’s 
band combine beautifully on 
both sides. First is adaptation 
of Grieg Concerto, played and 
sung with vibrant feeling. 


Connee Boswell: ‘Nursie Nur- 
sie’-—‘When Roses Bloom Again’ 
(Decea 4279). Rhythmic war 
novelty, ‘Nursie’ is solid box bet 
under Miss Boswell’s handling. 
Reverse is good, too. 

Tommy Tucker: ‘Johnny 
Doughboy Found Rose in Ire- 
land’—‘T'll Pray for You’ (Okeh 
6620). Tucker did neat job on 
tune likely to click. Medium 
tempo; Don Brown vocal. : 


Shep Fields: ‘Jersey Bounce’ 
—Long May We Love’ (Blue. 
11490). Fields’ brass-less bunch 
give the ‘Bounce’ instrumental 
a jumping going-over. 

Phil Spitalny: ‘Vigilantes’— 
‘America the Beautiful’ (Col. 36,- 
550). Not sort stuff for many 
machines, but Spitalny’s gals do 
fine work on both sides. 


PREMIUM ON 
KID PLAYERS 


Bob Astor’s new band, rebuilt 
after being raided by a better known 
leader, who took eight of 14 men, 
indicates what some bands of the 
future may be like. His outfit of 
five sax, six brass and three rhythm, 
averages 18 years of age. Some of 
his men look like they were playing 
hookey. 

Astor, once known as Bob Dade, 
Los Angeles record jockey, is 
booked to debut the young group at 
the Tic Toc Club, Boston, April 19. 


























Seek Tires 


Continued from page 41 








tions easy to get to without the ne- 
cessities of auto travel. In such situ- 
ations the Dorseys, Miller, Goodman, 
James, et al, can still clear reason- 
ably good profits, to which might be 
added commercial radio salaries. 
Few top bands will accept such ra- 
dio commitments now because the 
majority demand the outfit stay in 
one spot to broadcast. Glenn Miller’s 
Chesterfield programs can be done 
from anywhere in the country, an 
advantage not often possible. 


Less important bands will have 
the same type of work available to 
them in various key cities, jumping 
from one to the other by train. It’s 
not beyond possibility to assert that 
there will be a circuit of clubs, ho- 
tels, etc., in places like Boston, Bal- 
timore, Philadelphia, etc., that will 
change bands weekly instead of 
monthly. 

One-Nighters 


That one-nighters figure to be 
hurt is foregone. Though even that 
may not hold in portions of the east 
where ballrooms are situated near 
industrial centers. So far the 
major single-date stops in New Eng- 
land, Pennsylvania, Ohio,  etc., 
haven’t been bothered by rubber dif- 
ficulties. There are agency execu- 
tives who claim that the bigger 
names will always do business on a 
one-nighter, no matter what the 
transportation stymies. They say 
the youngsters will be on deck for 


a ‘hot’ group, even if it means 
hiking miles. 
Amusement parks and summer 


resorts along the eastern seaboard 
are ‘walking on eggs with their 
fingers crossed,’ according to Jack 
Wittemore of MCA. Asbury Park, 
Atlantic City are going ahead with 
booking plans despite ‘dimouts’ that 
virtually are blackouts, and will eon- 
tinue to do so. Jimmy Dorsey 
played A. C.’s Steel Pier last Sun- 
day (5), for example, and drew ca- 
pacity crowds while on the board- 
walk after dark, ‘you couldn’t see 
your hand in front of your face.’ 
Virginia Beach, Va., is only water- 
front spot backing down (sée sepa- 
rate story). 


Theatre business is one phase no 
one is bothered about. Grosses, par- 
ticularly ip those houses using name 
bands, have been increasing steadily 
lately. This is one source of im- 
portant income (it’s rapidly becom- 
ing the major source) for nationally 
known leaders and since there are 
now about 25-30 and possibly more 
weeks of major houses in operation 





Inside Stuf—Orchestras 


Kay Kyser insisted that George Jessel, Sophie Tucker and other im- 
portant names who played a ‘Bundles for Bluejackets’ benefit at the 
Garden, Boston, Monday (6), be informed that he was being paid. They 
were doing their stuff free (Jessel and Tucker were in Boston with ‘High 
Kickers’), while Kyser was booked through regular channels at his regu. 
lar price and his insistence that the acts be informed of it before going 
on was an effort on his part to avoid trouble if it should be discovered 
after the benefit. 

Before coming east from California last month Kyser had set aside 
Easter Saturday, Sunday and Monday as days when he wanted to work 
paid promotions. This was to earn cost of coming east, playing Army 
camp benefits, etc.,, and those three days were agreed most likely to pro- 
duce the best results. 








Executive Board of the American Federation of Musicians has reversed 
the New York local on the Meyer Davis case. The local had found Davis 
guilty of not paying the right scale to a group of men that Davis had used 
in the cutting of an album for the Columbia Record Corp. The issue 
specifically involved rehearsal money and the implication of other band 
leaders on similar charges was dissipated by the international board's 
ruling. 

The AFM board found that the local itself had not been sure about the 
scale because it afterwards printed the scale in the house organ and then 
tried to make the fees retroactive. 





Ted Lewis has been clocking around $5,000 a week and better at the 
Bal Tabarin, San Francisco nitery, where he closes April 15, having 
opened there March 5. Incidentally, says the vet tragedian of jazz, it's 
his best Frisco biz since he played the Palace hotel, S.F., 23 years ago, 
which in band and show biz spans quite a few years. Following Frisco, 
Lewis plays Stockton and Sacramento (Cal.) theatres before a week at 
the Orpheums in L. A. and San Diego, and then opens in a Seattle nitery 
for 17 days, on a $15,000 guarantee against percentage. 





Tommy Tucker is on his first location job in New York since 1932 and 
clicking at the Essex House’s Casino-on-the-Park with his crew of 13 plus 
Amy Arnell, featured vocalist. Don Brown of the band is also standout 
with his balladeering. Tucker is one of those built-up-by-radio maestros, 
coming to attention via Murray’s at Tuckahoe, N. Y., later via his click on 
records (‘Don’t Want to Set World on Fire’ which exceeded 300,000 plat- 
ters on Okeh) and recently at the N. Y. Strand. After the Essex booking 
the Tuckerites go into the Broadway Paramount 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week tn jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names 
of more than one band or ‘wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 








1. Moonlight Cocktails (6) Jewel.......... ovens ade car ei egg 
2. Deep Heart Texas (7) Melodylane...... oe eee ma eee 
3. String Pearls (6) Mutual.............. lag ~ aehddepagggg te 
4. Somebody Else Taking Place (5) Shapiro ~naey F onary it's ‘oo 
5. Don’t Want Walk (5) Paramount.,..... et Ag RRR So 
6. Street of Regret (4) Loeb.........ee00. t Yaughe ea RE ce 
7, Mins You (8) Banliy...,.cseccsecseseone | Bameng Ramer. Wier 


{ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
loci andi * ) Vaughn Monroe.,,.Bluebird 


Dreamboat (2) Inkspots ...... 90 0ds¥ceeeece 


8. Tangerine (1) Paramount..... 


9. Someone’s Rockin’ 
Se RIESE A AER Wood Herman........Decca 


{ Benny Goodman.......Okeh 
‘*** ) Jimmy Dorsey.,....+..Decca 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) : 
{ Vaughn Monroe.,,.Bluebird 
{ Tommy Tucker~,......Okeh 
Benny Goodman,......Okeh 
Jimmy Dorsey.......+. Decca 
Harry James......Columbia 
Abe Lyman........Bluebird 
Vaughn Monroe..,.Bluebird 


How Do I Know It’s Real? (Chappell)..... \ Gur © Martin. ....Bluebird 


10. Jersey Bounce (1) Lewis........... 


Tunes with 


ORIUETIIGR TRO EME) shes w0h0 6 Cos icscdsevaks 
My: Little Cousin (Doraine)............ce08 


I Remember You (Famous)............sse 


Pee 25 TWO. CV dc cicecsedccsevepecnrs é 


Guy Lombardo.......Decca 


Jimmy Dorsey......+ . Decca 
Vaughn Monroe.,..Bluebird 


Arthur Murray Taught Me Dancing 
(Famous) 


What To WOO SRIOOGEDs oc 'canctes0 deer eease Andrews Sisters......Decca 

i e Kay Kyser..... +»-Columbia 
ee ee ee ein nate se ea ef poten Sisters... ..- Decca 
Don’t Sit Under Apple Tree (Robbins)..... Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 





o™ ——— 





the possible loss of one-nighters 
won't be a calamity. There are more 
than six months of location work in 
key cities to fill the remaining weeks 
in a year. Too, more and more top 
leaders and their men are leaning 
toward vacations every few months, 
leaving opportunities for others. 


MEREDITH WILLSON’S 


AMERICA CALLING 


ee 














LISTEN FOR OUR NEW SONG BY MARIA KRAMER 


PM TRYIN? res 


THIS WEEK BY 


George Auld, Blue Barron, Four Belles, Don Bgstor, Will Bradley, Lou 
Breese, Joan Brooks, Una Mae Carlisle, Jean Cavall, Jayne Cozzens, Deep 
River Boys, Duke Ellington, Eton Boys, Shep Fields, Lionel Hampton, 
Hi Lo Jack and the Dame, Ina Ray Hutton, Andy Jacobson, Harry James, 
Leonard Keller, Lanny & Ginger, McFarland Twins, Billy Moore Trio, 


Four Polka Dots, Louis Prima, Three Singing Models, Victory Twint 
(Vi & Vilma Vernor), Jerry Wald. 


BOMART MUSIC CORP, ® 4619 B'WAY @ NEW YORK 
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BRIBERY JOLTS MUSIC BIZ 





‘Hollywooders May y Pay Gilbert's Fare | 


Meanwhile It Looks Like Ge Gene Buck Will Be 
President-by-Default 








Hollywood contingent of ASCAP 
writer-members has decided to with- 
draw its petition asking that the So- 
ciety’s bylaws be amended so that 
L. Wolfe Gilbert, a director, could 


be paid his traveling expenses from 
the Coast to attend ASCAP board 
meetings in New York, Jimmy Mc- 
Hugh, leader of the Coast writer 
group, was quoted last week by Gil- 
bert as ‘agreeing tha’ the cards were 
stacked’ on this proposition, since 
the publisher opposition would make 
it impossible for the amendment to 
get the required two-thirds vote. 
Gilbert also quoted McHugh as 
stating that the Coast writers had 
decided that it is now up to the 
Hollywood writers themselves to 
furnish these traveling expenses, 
something that Gilbert had previous- 
ly declined. Gilbert, who returned 
to the Coast last week, will be back 
in New York April 23 when the 
ASCAP board meets to vote on new 
officers. The indications are that the 
balloting for president will end in 
a stalemate, with Buck failing to get 
the required two-thirds vote. In that 
event Buck can go on holding that 
office. Nothing in the ASCAP by- 
laws. provides for the automatic va- 
eating of an office should the in- 
cumbent fail of re-election. 





Fined for Dirty Discs 


Boston, April 7. 


For selling ‘party’ records, two 
local record dealers were fined $100 
each by Judge F. Delano Putnam in 
the Municipal Court. Police alleged 
that. phonograph records’ which 
tended to corrupt the morals of 
youth were sold by Irving Selden, 
163 .Washington st., Boston, and 
Charles Shriber of the Melody Shop, 
190 Massachusetts ave., Boston. They 
paid the fines after the judge played 
the records behind closed doors. 

In his concluding remarks, Judge 
Putnam said, ‘I am warning both 
that this is a dangerous and dirty 
business,’ 





vr 


15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of April 3) 





Moonlight Cocktail........ Jewel 
Don’t Want Walk....Paramount 
Somebody Taking Place.Shapiro 
Deep Heart Texas..Melodylane 


BES BOW. occccecheneses aay 
White Cliffs.............Shapiro 
Sometimes ..... accesses Meru 
Blues in Night..........Remick 
I'll Pray for You........Harms 
er ee ae ...Famous 
eran Mayfair 


Don’t Sit Apple Tree.,.Robbins 
We'll Meet Again..........Dash 
Rese CHD 600 cs sics ore 
Threw Kiss In Ocean,....Berlin 








ASCAP OK Eases 
Army Arrangers 
For Radio Dates 


By PVT. MEL ADAMS 
Ft. Riley, Kas., April 7. 

Clearance of ASCAP tunes for 
local radio performance in Kansas 
has proved a boon to public relations 
section and dance band at the 
Cavalry Replacement Training Cen- 
ter here. PR. office and Corp. 
Everett McDonald, trumpeting band 
front, previously had no end of 
trouble in setting up their weekly 
‘Fort Riley Entertains’ show which 
airs via WIBW, Topeka, Thursday, 
7 to 7:30 P.M., because of dearth of 
non-ASCAP tunes which made for 
good programming. Situation also 
effected band’s dance dates on this 
Military Reservation because 
McDonald hesitated at scoring tunes 
for his book which he couldn’t use 


(Continued on page 44) 








NFESSIONS'FL 
AT N.Y. MEETING 


Staff Contact Men See Jobs 
Jeopardized on Theory 
Publishers Can Afford 
‘Payola’ and Payrolls, Too 
—But Music Men Are Op- 
posed to Asking Govern- 
ment Help to Check the 
Checkbooks 








WORSE THAN EVER 





Current agitation within the dance 
music publishing industry over the 


—_. | ‘payola’ (or bribery) situation may 


result in the complete ousting of 
the present executive council of the 
contactmen’s union. After a hectic 
week of recriminations and self-cont 
fessions on the part of professional 
managers, songpluggers who hold 
mere staff positions with their firms 
got together last Friday night (3) 
and pledged themselves to force a 
reorganization of the contactmen‘s 
union so that their jobs could be 
‘preserved’ since publishers can’t 
afford bribes and big staffs, too. 

These staff men signed a petition 
urging that the union’s executive 
council resign immediately and that 
the membership be given an oppor- 
tunity to elect a slate of council 
members that would be more en- 
ergetic in enforcing the anti-bribery 
rules of the union. 

What contributed the most dra- 
matic highlight to the payola picture 
during the past week was a series 
of confessions that came during an 
off-the-record meeting of the con- 
tactmen’s union last Tuesday night 
(31). Several union members who 
Hold official positions with their 
firms openly admitted that they have 
been either violating the anti-brib- 
ery rules or practicing subterfuges. 
When a songplugger demanded to 
know why charges couldn’t be 


(Continued on page 44) 








Sell Phonograph Dics With Gasoline 





Classic and Elite Labels Also Using Dry Goods 
Stores and Theatres 


wy NX 





Realtor’s Thematic? 


William H. Lawrence, theatre 
realty executive for Paramount at 
its homeoffice, has sold a song of his 
own composition, ‘Empty Pocket 
Blues’, to Famous Music, a Par sub- 
sidiary. 

It’s Lawrence’s second attempt at 
songwriting. He sold his maiden ef- 
fort, ‘Too Good to You’, to a Coast 
indie. 





Radio Log Service 
Omits Disc Jockey 
From Plug List 


Professional managers of popular 
music firms and their employers, 








meeting at the office of the Music|" 


Publishers Protective Association 
yesterday afternoon (Tuesday ), 
voted to eliminate the listing of all 
recorded program performances 
from the daily compilations of the 
Accurate Reporting Service. It was 
als agreed to retain WOR, New 
York key for the Mutual Network, 
as one of the checking points in the 
ARS tabulation. 

The taboo on the inclusion of disc 
plugs in the ARS count applies to 
transcriptions as well as phonograph | 
records, and was adopted with the’ 
view of discouraging resort to such 
plugs during ‘drives’ and to put a 
crimp into the influence of record 
jockeys. The meeting also urged that 
steps be taken to enforce the rules 
of the contactmen’s union on plug 
bribery. 





Classic and Elite records manu- 
factured by Eli Oberstein’s Classic 
Record Co. are to be sold on gaso- 
line service station counters begin- 
ning April 15. Oberstein concluded 
a deal with Firestone string of auto 
servicing outlets last week; he has 
another in the works with the Stand- 
ard Oil Co. of N. J. Firestone oper- 
ates between 500-600 branches. 

Oberstein made a deal last week 
also with Butler Bros., buyers for 
a string of dry goods stores, to 
handle his stock of classical and 
Two Hits For Two Bits sides. He is 
also negotiating with Balaban & 
Katz, Chi and midwest theatre oper- 
ators, to put through an idea where- 
by his recordings will be given away 
on certain nights to patrons, much in 
the way dishes have been distributed, 


ASCAP Deals 
With Kansas 


From Des Moines 








ASCAP will license Kansas musi¢ 
users through its Des Moines office. 
Allocation of the Kansas territory 
occurred last week during a visit to 
DesMoines by John G. Paine, 
ASCAP general manager, last week. 
John Wooden is manager of the Des 
Moines office. 


Kansas recently lifted its ban on 
ASCAP after the Society had sig- 
natured an agreement to comply 
with the state law on the registration 
of copyrights. 
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“WE MUST BE VIGILANT” 


(AMERICAN PATROL) 
The 


pirit of America 
PHIL SPITALNY. and his 


HOUR OF CHARM ALL-GIRL ORCHESTRA 


Phil Spitalny has taken the “American Patrol” march and 
whipped it into one of the greatest vocal and orchestral arrange- 
ments to come along since coin machines were invented. With 
new lyrics and a terrific “All-Girl” treatment, WE MUST BE 
VIGILANT will have your machines running as long as the nickels 
hold out. It’s a sock profit‘maker of the first order. 


order 


COLUMBIA @© 
36550 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Deal which the Warner Bros music group has made with the various 
transcription libraries calls for the payment of $10,000 over a period of 
three years on a maximum of 350 individual compositions. Current tunes 
may be used in as many ways as desired under a single license and for a 
single fee, but this special dispensation is limited to the first year of the 
number. Apparent purpose of this unlimited recording use is to garner 
all the exploitation possible following the release of the composition and 





thereby make sure that a special arrangement of the number finds its way | 


in the ‘books’ of the transcription recording bands. 

Back page of sheet music of new patriotic tune, ‘Fighting Sons of the 
Navy Blue,’ carries a list of nine war slogans uttered by U.S. Navy heroes 
since John Paul Jones’ ‘Surrender? I Have Not Yet Begun to Fight.’ It’s 
in line with recent ‘Variety’ story re patriotic slogans on song sheets. 

Slogans are listed chronologically through Perry's ‘We Have Met the 
Enemy and They Are Ours,’ ‘Remember the Maine,’ concluding with the 
present ‘Remember Pearl Harbor.’ ‘Fighting Sons’ tune was written by 
Bill Watters, an enlisted seaman in U. S. forces, published by Vanguard 
Songs. 





Robbins Music Corp. has entered into an agreement with Warner Bros. 
to discontinue the conspiracy suit that it brought several weeks ago in 
N. Y. supreme court over the song, ‘We Did It Before and We Can Do It 


Again.’ Eddie Cantor was named as a co-defendant by Robbins. Shortly | this post when she appeared here| “Memory of This Dance 


after the action was started Cantor removed ‘We Did It Before’ from 
his Broadway production, ‘Banjo Eyes.’ Robbins claimed that the contract 
it had with Cantor for the show's score barred the inclusion of any new 
number not published by that firm. 





A jive character around Tin Pan Alley is Harry Nemo, the songsmith, 
whose showmanly ad libbing of fanfares and tempos has been known to 
divorce music publishers from advance royalties. He did that the other 
day to one music pub exec, who shall be nameless, getting a $150 advance, 
and the publisher still wants to know, ‘What did I pay you an advance 
for? Where's the song? My boss is hollering for the lead sheet!’ 

Sheet sales career of ‘Blues in the Night’ (Remick) has been an odd 
one in recent weeks. It dropped from 32,000 copies a week to 18,000 
copies. In the following week the dive was all the way to 4,000 copies 
and in the space of another week (March 30-April 4) the song hopped up 
to 7,000 copies. The opening sales of the current week indicated that the 





comeback trend was still in progress. 


profit 


WITH THESE 





a 
















ASCAP OK 


-Continued from page 45 





on the air. Band's four arrangers, 
including Pfc. Eddie ‘Duke’ Herzog, | 
former Claude Thornhill and Jimmy 
Dorsey scorer, currently knocking 
themselves out to bring band book 
up-to-date on ASCAP standards and} 
|current hit pops. 





























asked the contactmen whether they 
would authorize him to seek relief 
from the situation by bringing the 
matter to the attention of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
and the answer was a sharp ‘No.’ 
The music men present felt that the 
industry had obtained enough un- 
favorable publicity during its fight 
with the radio interests and that the 
payola problem could be solved 
within the industry. It was Brod- 
sky’s idea to file a petition with the 
FCC asking that it issue an order 
banning any band leader or artists 
who accepts a bribe for broadcasting 
a musical composition and also bar- 
ring the works of any publisher in- 
volved in such bribery. 

It was the candid statement of 
Herman Starr, head of the Warner 





Bros, publishing group, that pro- 
duced the biggest surprise at the 
Tuesday meeting. Starr said that 


his organization had religiously re- 
frained from doing anything that 
might be considered in violation of 
the anti-bribery pact existing be- 
tween the union and publishers un- 
til it found that the payola practice 
had progressed to the point where 
the interests of honest publishers 
were being seriously jeopardized. 
| Starr remarked that he hadn't as yet 
| learned all the tricks of paying but 
that he still cherished much hope in 





that direction. The Warner execu- 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Pings 





Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 


networks—NBC, CBS, Biue. and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—W JZ, 
Compilation herewith covers week beginning 


WABC and WOR N. ¥. 


Monday through Sunday (March 30- 


April 4) from 5 p.m. to 1 am. and is 


based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking 
source for the music publishing industry. 





(An error in last week’s ‘Variety’ 


with 16 performances. 
with 20 plugs.) 


PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Riley Show for KSAL waste ki Pl Shapiro 30 
PR. office here expanded its radio | Speen Texas. ns scses eee: 
|; activity with inauguration Monday | oa col My Melinda eee Leen ee ee te Berlin 25 
| 4 : } 2 Vi MCTINGA. 2.2. cere ceeweererereerererreveres ; eoersesecee Se 
|S seen So a org | Always in My Heart—?‘Always in Heart’........++++ a 23 
|morning news show, ‘Reveille at| “\.Wa Santly 29 
Riley with Kay Smiley,’ over KSAL, | ™ es ~ . 4 oe os ; ve -sbeicees senekesee “Selene eeeecccccce 
Salina, conducted by Helen Guise. | I'll Pray for You—t‘What’s CoOKin’......+-+++eeerees - eeste: . 
> girs .s 7: we | BUYIATK oo. c ce cccccncscsvcvivesssseecscesccssooe owes OVINE 2... cece 1 
|Show airs from 6:30 to 7:00 a.m.—| ‘ Ms ae 
; , : Don’t Want Walk—7‘Sweater Girl’........--++++eeee- Paramount ....... 19 
at a time when enlisted men at the| : . : 
‘ Pons : {1 Remember You—j‘Fieet’s In’.........--0+eeees ..--Paramount ....... 19 
|CRTC, Camp Funston and Ft. Riley | . rE 18 
| are policing their barracks. News | *Pull Pe. .. cease due neh 6) Cane bbe ee seen aeseeeee eee oo +. 
aimed particularly at personnel of | ON GE GE. 0 on bo 04-0 hb 6 UNG ese Css. 68800 0000 seme pe i VY cccectecce < 
this reservation’ will largely con-| Jersey Bounce cee verecccaceeoccerscerr restr eeeee een - PC eeet ) eéiee e ~ 
| cern intimate news and notes about, Tangerine—}‘Fleet s In steteeeeneeecerecssssseeees ow — eth eee - 
cavalrymen and inter-Post athletics) *How Do I Know It’s Real?....ceecsssscvec¥evctcoes Chappe Sign bss an 7 
land recreation programs. | She'll Always IOS .. ono sea sens «se . Witmark . oneeree 17 
| Ann Sheridan really burned up) “A Zoot Suit... ........ceeeeceee eer ceree ee eeeee . .Greene-Revel .... 16 
Pere era oad tt Lawak wacas sae OO 
with ‘the ‘Funzafire’ USO-Camp | Wallk Weeek. Relies. kc eR 0k comcntcds ceert i veapens EE Sr - 16 
|Shows unit last week. Making} You Made Me Love You.........++...:.+++ seer tees Broadway ......- 15 
|}rounds of Replacement Center,| Wherever You Are. .........cceceeessnrcet tenes wees. Miller ........+55 4 
| Oomph Girl’s eye was caught by a| Don’t Sit Under Apple Tree...........-.0+.+seeeeees Robbins .......++ 3 
demonstration of .50 calibre machine; Moonlight Cocktail.... ........0ececeeee ceneeeeeees PIES. cnc es scans 13 
gun. Trainees operating the chat- | Be Be ee, oko os the dae 1 19406 cee ee Miritual .....cccces 13 
terer took their eyes off the sights| Sing Me Song Island—#‘Song of the Island’.........BVC ~.....-+++++ 12 
for an ogle of the famed figure; un-|I Threw Kiss in Ocean...........-.+.+0-++e008 a ree * 
consciously raised their range. Burst | When Roses Bloom............00++:eeeseeeeeenee ooo tO ~. ... écewee 
of tracer shells landed in patch of; All Those Wonderful Years........-.....+++ee+e+8 .++J. Campbell....... ll 
= = and — a a a How About You?—7‘Babes on Broadway’.......- “a Stall Saasen : 
which ran 100 yards up a steep slope! H in Love—t'Gons O° Tun’... cocci cccsccvce ol eee 
before it burned out. *Last Night 1 Said DORI, dcncens can ++ ieen reeed Cv OSMEME cbecevcsrcee 9 
seen) ee. —— omen, Bleepy Lagoon... 2.2... cceccccessceseccececseses ge e¥incose . 
stopped o ere ursday OM Three Little Gisters........scccccccnscssssesseves SOME sceccccece's 
route to Messiah Festival at Bethany| Army Air Corps.............seeeeeeeec ese eeeeeee SSE oaecceces 8 
college, Lindsborg, Kans.; gave fre@/ Blue Skies. ...... 200.0. ce cece cece eee eeerteeees pouch eecedesees — 
concert for officers and enlisted men| *Breathless ........-..--0ccseeeceer eee ecee cannes Bo O errr Tr 8 
at the Post auditorium. WE patie. 6 DEGGIOET «0000s ss veces choses tivccvess peu uases¥acase 3 
Seymour Steinhardt, ex-Five Star| *Nightingale ...........0ccccce cece eeeeeeeeeeeeeeees BNE ce dveee dee 8 
Final and Pageant of Youth radio} Somebody Nobody Loves............eeeseeeeeeee Sh See 8 
actor, begins penning original) Sometimes ..............0.cccceccccceeceeeeeeueees -- Berlin ..,........ 8 
sketches this week for Fort Riley! Biues in the Night—7‘Blues in Night’........ ode oie Oe ES ee 7 
— bpd Se CBS a Ceeiene- GO WRGETaT. wie ccvevecsse nb beece'ersets se odescesese 7 
inston O'Keefe, ex-C he ois oben fh de uch nave vince oes mee Republic ......... 7 
NBC actor, in horse cavalry training il Te TORII, occ ccc vecdecseccccsevesecheapun DN . eidaeeea eS 
here, scored a ‘bull’ his first week.) Embraceable You..........:..cceeceveececeeeeee ee aes eee 5 
qualifying as marksman with the) «Shrine of St. Cecelia.........ccceccee ceseeees pete cs dueeees >< 6 
Garand .30 calibre rifle. O'Keefe) po.. oo FE Pree re eerie | a ee 6 
formerly on ‘Amanda of Honeymoon! white Cliffs of DOver.......+.ssscerceccecsencecees Shapiro ......... 6 
a Mr ws rie PU S Mente MU «os ss av ccobdneded eosossvaccbuencdbe Robbins ......... 5 
and ‘Prudential Family Hour. Arthur Murray Taught Me—?‘Fleet’s In’...........+. NE 5 
PP PEED Cad uke Cows aebaseewees evn s6eaneee AGVANCe 2.000200. 5 
B ib J It | Barrel BOUND TOURER. bcc ccc cccvsceseseeveveccesssesea ee 5 
ee Me Ps nec fe ww caesar secs oyeteesebevaaedease Ms Gh dcskbctsnds 5 
rl ery 0 s “As We Walk Into Sunset................-. eS, Se ee 5 
Continued from page 43 *Heavenly, Isn't It?—*‘Mayor of 44th Street’..... -+-. Greene-Revel .... 5 
brought right then and there on the my ont sama gpeman Trap—?7‘Fleet’s In ate paeuiees ee : 
basis of the confessions, Joseph Perfect ‘aon “eee eee eee eereeeeeeeererenene eee eeer Chappell “eer ee ee eee 5 
Brodsky, the union’s counsel, pointed :  « os A eee eee eee er eee ee ee sererseseeeeseee eELAPIPCLL aecesreeee 
or Someone’s Rockin’ Dreamboat.............-005 evce AGVANCE oe ccccces 5 
out that the session was not an of- , ; 
: There Won't Be Shortage Love...............sec0e08> .. ASA 5 
ficial one and that it had“been called “Where Cornell 5 
for the specific purpose of obtaining bed gb yet del Bik . ee ee oe ©.) ©) dS ree | 
a frank analysis of the situation. You Can’t Hold Memory in Arms...........+5 $nbbe eo GE §5. 000046000 5 
mee D. C. Ald Wanted * Indicates BMI licenstng; ** indicates SESAC licensing; others are via 
Later in the meeting: Brodsky | ASCAP, ¢ Filmusical, t Legitimate. 


plug list credited ‘String of Pearls’ 


Tune, published by Mutual, should have been listed 





tive gave Dec. 7 as the date on which 
he made his decision to step off the 
righteous seat. 

Several other publishing company 
executives became so impressed by 
Starr’s open avowals that they like- 
wise took the confession trail. They 
declared that they likewise had come 
to the resolution that they would no 
longer permit any competitor to get 
away with unfair advantages and 
among the ‘disadvantages’ they tollea 
off was the publishing activities of 
record jockeys, such as Martin 
Block, of WNEW, N. Y. Among 
those who spoke after Starr were 
Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, of May- 
fair; Sid Lorraine, of Southern 
Music, and Sid Kornneiser, of Para- 
mount Music Corp. 

Day following the ‘confession’ 
meeting the owners of several small 
publishing firms called in their pro- 
fessional men and told them that 
unless they acted through their 
union to suppress the conditions 
which this meeting disclosed their 
employers would have no choice but 
to discharge their professional staffs 
and go all-out with the checkbook 
method. The Friday meeting had 
been prompted by this warning. The 




















sentiment expressed at the latter 
gathering was in strong opposition 
to a proposal made at the Tuesday 
meeting that the anti-bribery bylaws 
of the union be abolished altogether 
and that the union deal solely with 
working conditions. The speakers 
at the Friday meeting contended that 
all the union needed was a group cf 
| councilmen with grit and determina- 
| tion to enforce the anti-bribery laws 
| of the union. 




















The most singable ballad 
of the season 


NIGHT 
TIME 


Recorded by GENE KARDOS 
and His Orchestra 
Continental No. C3000 


Professional Material Available) 


APEX MUSIC, Inc. 
113 W. 48th St, New York 


—_—_—— — 
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DIG VERSIONS BY 








MITCHELL AYERS ORCH. 
LES BROWN ORCH. 


A War Novelty That SWINGS! 


TIL | COME BACK TO YOU 


SONNY DUNHAM ORCH. 
“LUCKY” MILLINDER ORCH. 


BELLTONE MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., Inc. 
63-76 Hamilton Terrace, New York 


. 


Ed. Spaulding, Gen. Mgr. 
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Griffin Deposed as AGVA Exec Sec 
As 4A’s Takes Over Operations; 
Tom Phillips Temporary Successor 





Gerald Griffin, under fire for some 
time, on Monday (6) was deposed as 
national executive secretary of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
by vote of the board of the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
ica, which last Thursday (2) took 
over the operation of AGVA and 
suspended the latter’s national of- 
ficers and national board. Griffin 
was asked to stay on for two weeks 
to help Tom Phillips, wh6 has been 
given the temporary title of national 
organizer, learn the AGVA office 


routine and become familiar with 
the variety union’s outstanding busi- 


ness. 

Phillips moved in yesterday (Tues- 
day), coming over from the Bur- 
lesque Artists Assn., which he 
headed, and in all probability both 
AGVA and BAA will eventually 
be merged if and when Phillips is 


officially given the title of naticnal) 


executive secretary of AGVA, The 
Four A’s board also asked Jonas T. 
Silverstone, national counsel, to re- 
main on and work in collaboration 
with Phillips. Silverstone agreed. 


Scope of last week’s takeover of 
AGVA by the Four A’s was further 
clarified at the Four A’s board meet- 
ing on Monday. It was then decided 
that even AGVA’s treasury, which 
holds around $10,000, was to be de- 
posited in a special account under 
the name of the Four A’s. Ruth 
Richmond, of Chorus Equity and 
treasurer of the Four A’s, and 
Phillips were given the power to 
sign AGVA’s checks, but both sig- 
natures must be on all withdrawals. 
Switch of bank accounts is effective 
immediately. 

4 A’s Promise 


Four A’s now promises a complete 
and workable’ reorganization of 
AGVA, the parent organization 
finally realizing that should AGVA 
have another breakdown it would be 
its finish. As a means to achieve a 
more progressive variety performers’ 
union, the Four A’s board has in- 
structed Phillips to concentrate on 
the organization of the New York 
area, it being felt that N. Y. is the 
hub of the variety performers. 
of the criticisms against AGVA in 
the past was its failure to make 
progress in the metropolis. How- 
ever, Phillips’ job is not to be con- 
fused as meaning strictly AGVA’s 
a Y. local, which is another prob- 
em. 


‘Phillips will be directly respon- 
sibie to the Four A’s board, which 
states it will take a more direct and 
active interest in AGVA’s affairs 
than heretofore, and bend every ef- 


fort towards making AGVA a strong | 
All Four A’s affiliates are} 
now showing anxiety to achieve just! 


union. 


that. Among those present at the 
meeting Monday was Kenneth 


Thomson, executive secretary of the| 


Screen Actors Guild, who came on 
from the Coast. Another Four A’s 
board meeting on AGVA’s affairs is 
scheduled for tomorrow (Thursday) 
morning, 

Out-of-Town Locals As Is 


Until such time as the Four A’s 
can effect its reorganization, AGVA’s 
out-of-town branches will continue 
as is. While their policies will be 
steered by the Four A’s board, ra- 
ther than AGVA’s national officers 
and board, the Four A’s states it 


wishes to do nothing to impair local | 


autonomy. 


Takeover of AGVA was prompted 
by a resolution introduced March 
30 by Henry Dunn, resigned national 
treasurer of AGVA; at a Four A’s 
board meeting. Fact that. Dunn’s 
resignation had not been acted upon 
1d AGVA’s national board gave him 

e right to be present at that meet- 
ng. His resolution, which he claims 
was primarily a move to oust Grif- 
» Came as a thunderbolt at a meet- 
& that was about to be adjourned. 
Was tabled pending another meet- 
= Thursday (2), when his reso- 
ution, reworded, was adopted and 
Put into immediate effect. 
According to Dunn, when the ini- 
Lom Four A’s meeting was about to 
“ourn without taking positive ac- 
aah on allaying the acute situation 
hs in AGVA, he accused the Four 

Ss of not wishing to do anything 
eg its affiliate. When asked 

€ meant by that, Dunn says 
Stated his case against the pres- 
Poor operation of AGVA and 


It 


ent 


One | 


then asked the Four A’s to take over 
its management. 
Mounting Differences 

There have been mounting differ- 
ences between AGVA’s national of- 
fice and the out-of-town branches. 
This was an important factor in 
prompting the Four A’s takeover, 
plus the fact that the organization 
in N. Y. was not operating satisfac- 
torily, nor making much progress. 
While it was not officially noted in 
the resolution on the AGVA take- 
over, the widespread criticism of 
Griffin’s part in the Tommy Dorsey 
music publishing office brawl] last 
fall was also greatly responsible for 
the Four A’s action. . Griffin was 
supposed to have aimed political in- 
sults at Harry Goodman, brother of 
Benny Goodman, which resulted in 
fist fights involving AGVA’s execu- 
tive secretary, his brother Alexis, 
and several guests at the Dorsey 
party. 

The Four A’s special finance com- 
mittee for AGVA, composed of 
Walter Greaza, of Equity; Mrs. Flor- 
ence Marston, Screen Actors Guild; 
Emily Holt, American Federation of 
Radio Artists, and Ruth Richmond, 
Chorus Equity, is continuing to func- 
tion. They made a special report 
on the operations and personnel of 
AGVA at the Four A’s board meet- 
ing on Monday. ’ 

The finance committee was orig- 
inally injected into AGVA by the 
Four A’s as a ‘protective’ measure 
for the $80,000 AGVA owes other 
affiliate unions, ie. $40,000 to 
Screen Actors Guild, $30,000 to 
Equity and $10,000 to Chorus Equity. 

Sitting in on AGVA’s national 
board meetings, they discerned the 
haphazard operation of the variety 
performers’ union. AGVA’s national 
board hardly finctioned, due pri- 
marily to the virtual impossibility 
of getting together even the small 
quorum of seven. National officers 
were also chiefly distinguished by 
| their absence, due to the fact that 
|most of them were out of town 
; most of the time. Morton Downey 
iis the current national president 
and he was active in AGVA’s af- 
fairs when in N. Y., but his nitery 
jand theatre work kept him else- 
| where a good part of the time. 

AGVA Career ‘Stormiest’ 

AGVA has had the stormiest 
career of any affiliate in Four A’s 
| history. Incubated by the disen- 
franchisement of the American Fed- 
eration of Actors three years ago, 
|which almost precipitated a show 
| business-wide strike when the stage- 
hands’ union tried to take over the 
| variety actors at the behest of Ralph 
| Whitehead, AGVA has had a series 
of inadequate executive secretaries 
land non-functioning national boards. 

First executive secretary of AGVA 
was Maida Reade, from Equity’s 
council and completely inexperi- 
enced with vaudeville and night club 
problems. She lasted less than two 
months. Following her came Jean 
Muir, legit and film player, whose 
qualifications for the AGVA job 
|were also nil and she quickly quit 
when a Hollywood screen role pre- 
sented itself. Hoyt S. Haddock, an 
accused radical with a Maritime 
Union background, was then ap- 
pointed executive secretary and he 
continued for one year before final- 
ly being ousted because of alleged 
Communism. Griffin followed him 
and also was in office for about a 
year. He was the focal point of 
leriticism virtually from the day he 











| took the AGVA office and gave up 
|his advertising solicitor-night club 
|columning job on his brother’s N. Y. 
£ xaday Inquirer. 


Litomy in N.Y. 


Leslie Litomy, executive secretary 
of Los Angeles branch of the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists, is cur- 
rently in New York. 

Litomy has resigned his job with 
the Coast local, but his withdrawal 
has not as yet been officially acted 
upon by that local’s board. 





Back to the Pipes 


Fort Worth, Texas, April 7. 
Billy Muth, whose rgan recitals 
have been heard over numerous 
radio stations in the south, has re- 
tu.ned to the pipe organ at the Pal- 
ace theatre here since the theatre 
has gone back to audienve-singing. 
He was at the same post when the 





organ was installed years ago. 


He’s Used to It, Now 





Milwaukee, April 7. 

John B. Chapple, Ashland, 
Wis., newspaper publisher and 
politician, who ran for governor 
of the Badger state and was de- 
feated by the present incum- 
bent, Julius P. Heil, has turned 
songwriter. He appealed to E. 
J. Weisfeldt, manager of the 
Riverside theatre, for a date to 
plug his brainchild, ‘We'll Sing, 
Sing, Sing, to Victory!’ 

But only place Weisfelt could 
use him was in his Monday 
night amateur show where, in 
spite of his patriotic theme, the 
politico was eliminated in the 
first round. 


SERVICE SHOWS 
SUNDAY GET 
PHILLY NIX 


Philadelphia, April 7. 

The entertainment division of the 
Philadelphia Council of Defense got 
the cold shoulder from Mayor Ber- 
nard Samuel on its request for a per- 
mit for Sunday shows to raise funds 
to pay for entertainment of service 
men here and in nearby Army 
camps. 

Mayor Samuel, although praising 
the cause as ‘worthy,’ said that 
Philly’s Blue Laws forbid Sunday 
shows in which entertainers are 
paid. 

The entertainment committee, 
headed by Charles Borelli, is now 
planning to hold either weekly or bi- 
monthly shows on a week night. The 
shows, which will feature Philly 
talent and possibly an outside ‘name’ 
headliner, have been set tentatively 
for either the Academy of Music or 
Town Hall. All profits will be placed 
into a fund for the payment of nomi- 
nal fees and expenses of units tour- 
ing nearby cantonments and Navy 
centers. 














Singer, Musician Get 
Year for Reefer Sales 
At Soldier ‘Tea’ Parties 


St. Louis, April 7. 

Phyllis Walters, 21, nitery singer, 
and Russell H. Rohrkasse, 27, a 
tooter, both from St. Louis, last week 
were sentenced to a year and a day 
in a Federal jail for selling reefers 
to soldiers in East St. Louis. 

The soldiers, stationed at the Scott 
Field, Ill, and Jefferson Barracks, 
Mo., training camps, were invited to 
‘tea’ parties where reefers were sold. 
Several tipped off the military in- 
telligence. 





Mpls. Club-Date Bookers Deplore 
Slash By Priorities of Trade Group 
Parleys, F ormerly Big Talent Users 





Name Bands Bracketed 
With Acts for Theatres 


Supporting acts set to tour the 
vaudfilmers with name bands include 
the following: 

Benny Goodman will have Shay 
and Raymond and the Ambassador- 
ettes in support; Guy Lombardo has 
Calgary Bros., Don Tannen and Rose 
Marie Lombardo, 16-year-old sister 
of the clan, making her stage debut 
after tutoring with the band on the 
air; Gene Krupa has Macy and 
Brack, Wesson Bros. and Pops and 
Louie set to travel the entire itin- 
erary with them; Wayne King’s sup- 
port will be Ross Wyse, Jr., with 
June Mann, Chris Cross and Barrett 
Sisters. 


HOTEL, CAFE IN 
BOSTON TO U.S. 


Boston, April 7. 


U. S. Coast Guard moves into 
Brunswick hotel here on May 1, tak- 
ing over Bermuda Terrace for its 
dining room as well, with Gray Gor- 
don to be spot’s closing band, fol- 
lowing current Will Osborne in 10 
days. 
Bermuda Terrace was known as 
Egyptian Room when established 23 
years ago as first dining room to fea- 
ture dance music in Boston, Leo 
Reisman and Eddy Duchin, among 
others, built their reputations here. 
Location-has had its share of ups 
and downs during the last year, but 
past season received much-needed 
hypo with ‘name’ bands. Manager 
Paul Bromley has pointed out that 
spot ordinarily closes around May 1 
for summer. On Sept. 15, he plans 
to use Bermuda Terrace name at 
another hotel here. 


Carroll’s N. Y. Pitch 


Hollywood, April 7. 


Earl Carroll hauled east to line 
up eastern bookings for his new 
unit headed by Doc Rockwell. Pic- 
ture house revue is composed of acts 
which have played his nitery here. 

Carroll will be back on the Coast 

















by tomorrow (Wed.) or Thursday. 





Morgan Band in the Middle of Feud 
Between M'w kee Theatre and AFM 





Milwaukee, April 7. 


Feuding between the Riverside 
theatre and the Milwaukee Musi- 
cians’ association, Local No. 8, AFM, 
took a new tack Good Friday (3), 
with two local radio stations, WITMJ 
and WEMP, involved and Russ Mor- 
gan’s band, currently playing the 
vaudefilmer, in the middle. It was 
all on account of the union’s annual 
ball Easter Monday night. 

Skirmishes have been frequent be- 
tween the union and the theatre, 
operated by the Standard-Riverside 
Corp (allegedly a Warner Bros. sub- 
sidiary) over wages, social security 
payments, ete. When Vollmer 
Dahlstrand, head o* the union, asked 
permission of Ed J. Weisfeldt, man- 
ager of the Riverside, for the Mor- 
gan orchestra to appear at the Easter 
Monday dance with 25 other bands, 
Weisfeldt said O. K., providing it 
wasn’t advertised to make it a com- 
petitive attraction. Dahlstrand took 
the position that there was no sense 
in having the band at the ball if it 
were to be kept a secret from the 
public, 

Prior to the commencement of 
hostilities, Weisfeldt had arranged 
for Morgan to make two appearances 
on WTMJ, at Johnny Olson’s Rum- 
pus Room show Friday night and on 
jthe ‘Masters of Rhythm’ program 





|} un Jer penalty of reprisal. The union 





Sunday morning; also as feature of 
a special Saturday afternoon show 
on WEMP, all in the interest of pub- 
licity. 
Dahlstrand’s Order 

Dahlstrand, taking the position 
that a musician should not be per- 
mitted to plug the theatre over the 
air if this same musician were not 
permitted by the theatre to appear 
at the union’s dance, then ordered 
both WTMJ and WEMP not to put 
the touring band leader on the air 


chief further declared no musicians 
could be used at any future time 
to further Riverside publicity, and 
said he also would halt Russ Mor- 
gan’s scheduled personal appear- 
ances in the department stores dur- 
ing the current week. 

Morgan is playing the theatre on 
a percentage deal. He sent a lengthy 
telegram to James C. Petrillo, presi- 
dent of the AFM, to act in the feud- 
ing, but at last reports the head man 
declined to take part in the squabble, 
holding it- o be entirely within the | 
jurisdiction of the local officers. 

Petrillo has been the object of 
bitter editorial attack in The: Mil- 
waukee Journal, operator of WTMJ, 
on various occasions, most recently 
this past week for stopping a high 
school band from playing at a Chi- 





cago civilian defense function. 


Minneapolis, April 7. 

The war is playing havoc with 
local clubdate bookers who produce 
shows and spot acts for conventions, 
trade meetings and similar gather- 
ings, as well as niteries, and who, 
previous to the U. S. involvement in 
the war, were prospering. 

Reason for the slump is the can- 
cellation of many such parleys be- 
cause of war developments. Auto- 
mobile trade groups, for example, 
are now completely out of the pic- 
ture, whereas they formerly were 
one of the principal buyers of special 
shows for dealers and salesmen’s 
meetings. Because Minneapolis 
rates as one of the country’s best 
convention cities, no less than 19 of 
these producing and booking agencies 
have been operating here. But one 
by one many now are starting to go 
out of business. 

Clyde Snyder, one of the most 
successful of the local clubdate pro- 
ducers and bookers, cites one of his 
trade group customers as taking 
its entire entertainment budget and 
using it to buy defense bonds. The 
war, he points out, is keeping sales- 
men and dealers ‘off the trains’ and, 
due to priorities, shortages of goods 
to sell, federal restrictions, there’s 
no longer any occasion for trade and 
sales’ meetings and gatherings. 


N.Y. A NITERY 
WOW OVER 
WEEKEND 


As Sherman Billingsley, the Stork 
Club boniface sums it up, ‘The town 
was a ball of fire over the weekend.” 
That’s a man-bites-dog, because the 
Stork is a standout as a nitery click, 
and when he concedes every other 
joint did well it’s authoritative. 

Combination of spring’s advent 
and the Easter Sunday holiday ties 
in with the traditional April upbeat. 
This month is usually socko in cafe 
tradition, everybody being back from 
Florida, etc., and Gotham assumes 
October-November peak proportions, 











Opening Show Set 
For Latin Quarter 
Nite Club on B’way 


Show lined up by Lew Walters, 
the Boston and Miami nitery oper- 
ator, for a Broadway counterpart of 
his Latin Quarter, as the Gay White 
Way will be renamed, includes Emile 
Boreo as emcee and star. Others in 
the show are Mazzone-Abbott Danc- 
ers (4), Gloria Gilbert, Trixie, 
Winter Sisters (3), Jade Ling, 
Chinese nudie; Barbara Perry, Bob 
Fuller’s Texans, Bobby Morris, bur- 
lesque comedian; Lela Moore, two 
bands, a line of Wally Wanger girls 
(12), with staging by Mme. Kom- 
arova, who long put on the ‘Folies 





Bergeres’ shows for Clifford C. 
Fischer. The Quarter opens April 
15. 


Latin Quarter, on the site of the 
old Cotton Club, and later renamed 
the Gay White Way by George White 
when he ran the spot, will operate 
on a $2 schedule. It'll be primed for 
a better grade cuisine, with the idea 
of circumventing the $1-$1.25 dinner 
come-on which is usually restricted 
to one course, and which, through 
selective courses, plus ‘location 
charges for front tables, actually 
brings the average check up to $3 
and $4. 

Walter thinks that on a mass-ca- 
pacity basis he can give ‘em extra 
values with a lavish show and come 
out all right. . 

Room has been greatly revamped. 
The idea of the band being perched 
aloft, over the stage, is no more. That 
was a George White idea, but the 
upper rostrum, instead, will be 
utilized for specialties while the 
lower floor is being cleared of props. 

Dick Henry, William Morris 
agency, set most of the show. Irving. 


Zussman, Broadway p.a., is in with 


Walters in the venture. 
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Night Club Reviews 








Rainbow Room, N.Y. | 





Leo Reisman Orch (13): Billy de! 


Wolfe; Helen Tamiris assisted by Ida | upholds 


nitery. 


engagement in the town’s swankiest 
Unable to qualify as a ‘name’ 
band in any sense of the word and, 
in fact, entirely unknown here, it 
the room’s high musical 


Soyer, Daniel Nagrin, Mimi Benzelle,| Standards in the calibre of its tune 


Leon Lischener, Genevieve 


Pitot; | dispensations, 


Its music is pleasant 


Eleanor French; Clemente Rhumba|to the ear, it handles the day’s ‘hit 
Band featuring Dacita; Dr. Sydney | parade’ numbers efficiently and does 


Ross: $1 and $2 couvert, $3 dinner|4 bang-up job for customer hoof- 


minimum. 





The Rainbow Room is another ‘for | 
the duation’ gone informal rooms, al- | 
though around this time the soiree de! 
rigeur usually goes off for the} 
spring-summer season. Anyway, the 
kids in khaki and mufti can now 
mingle with the black ties without 

etting a curve from Francois, v.p. 
n charge of dressing the room, 
catering to the customers, and stuff. 

New show is a good lineup. For! 
one thing, Leo Reisman brings some 
sock dansapation into the RR with 
his 13 men (five reeds, four brass, 
piano, drums, string bass and violin, 
with plenty of doubling into fiddles), 
and Billy de Wolfe’s return insures 
the comedy portion. 








| shakers. 


Band comprises four brass, four 
saxes and three rhythm, the pace} 
being plenty sweet and melodic and 
the arrangements calling for consid- 
erable glee club stuff. Nagel proves 
a good-looking, likeable emcee and 
conductor who does some vocalizing. 

The musicians start the floor show 
with ‘Zoom Zoom,’ a novelty number 
requiring the boys to exercise their 
pipes. It’s lively and entertaining. 
Barbara Carroll, band vocalist, uses 
her throaty voice effectively for 
standard pops. 

Supporting bill scales entertain- 
ment heights. Working on a plat- 
form as well as on the floor, Brucetta, 
acrobatic dancer looker, includes in 





|now goes with the lease. 
couvert and no-cuv policy he has 
been sprightly on the hoof, always 
standard with his brand of terp- 
tunestering. Abei. 


most, with his bellowing; makes them 
hapless stooges, and one even gets 
down on his hands and knees for a 
Chinese guillotine routine that even 
a self-respecting stooge might ask a 
raise for, But he makes ’em like it, 
and that certainly proves somethin 
about personality and commerci 
con. His tricks per se are standard, 
but he gags ‘em up, and withal gives 
the customers a good filme. z 
Sara Ann McCabe with her nicely 
trained voice and~fetching person- 
ality fits into this class room more 
along orthodox lines. She sings her 
familiar musicomedy excerpts with 
authority and clicks. ; 
Dick Gasparre’s crack dansapation 
Through 


NIXON CAFE, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, April 2. 
Al Marsico Orch (8), Bob Carter, 





Hollywood Blondes (3), Edwards & 
Diane, Marianne, Larry Storch; 50c 
cover. 


Just an all-right show. Couple of 


her routines remarkable and un- 
| usual contortionistic feats, high kick- 


, terpers 
Then there are some new terpe | ing, backward bend somersaults and 


in Helen Tamiris, fugitive from the 
Metopera ballet, Fokine, 
Festivals, concert terpsichore—and 
also vaudeville. She’s showmanly 
and not too ‘arty,’ with her well con- | 
ceived idea of terp-interpreting the} 
American Revolutionary songs and 
the .lesser known Negro spirituals. 
It’s a definite style, and this comely 
ballerina commercializes it to the 
hilt, alded by Ida Soyer and Daniel 
Negrin on the hoof, plus vocal ac- 
comps by Mimi Benzelle and Leon 
Lischener. Genevieve Pitot is the 
musical director and accompanist, 
handling the difficult musical setting 
well, sitting in with the Reisman 
orchestra. 

Billy de Wolfe does a new and deft 

tire on Dwight Fiske; the femme 

us shill: Mrs. Murgatroyd ‘who gets: 
plastered in a cocktail bar,’ and 
some of his standard impressions, all 
to excellent comedy returns. 

Eleanor French, daughter of Ward 
French, concert booker of Grace 
Moore. Lily Pons, Nelson Eddy, Law- 
rence Tibbett, et al.. started as bal- 
lerina, but wound up a glamour-gal 
chirper, and she does her songalogs 
in the popular idiom well and with 
authority. She’s been around in the 
class cafes, on the,air, etc, and 
knows how to pace her pops. 
Clemente’s Rhumba holds over, with 
Dacita again at the helm: ditto Dr. 
Sydney Ross, expert table magico. 
Biz excellent. Abel. 


Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 





Minneapolis, Avril 4. 
Freddy Nagel Orch (12) with Bar- 
bara Carroll, Brucetta, John Gallus, 
3 Tanner Sisters; minimum, $1 week 
days; $1.50 Saturdays. 





From the Trianon ballroom, Chi- 
cago, has come this Freddy Nagel 
orchestra for its ‘first Minneapolis 














INFORMATION wanted as to 
present location of MABEL A. 
McVEY or MABEL A. LITTLE, 
widow of John E, McVey, who 
died Baltimore, Md., July, 1937. 
Agent, Box 342, Variety, New 
York. 











| cartwheels. 
Salzburg | while bouncing a rubber ball stop of 


the instrument. 
'on top of the clarinet as it’s tossed 
out from the audience. 
are kept bouncing while Gallus turns 
out another tune. 
manipulates a dozen marionets in an 
ensemble dance number which in- 
cludes some bumps and grinds for 
laughs. 


somewhat 


John Gallus clarinets 
He also catches it 
Two balls 


For a windup he 


It’s a good night club act. 


Novelty numbers designed for 


their special type of harmony singing 
take the Three Tanner Sisters act 
out of the ofdinary vocalizing chan- 
nels. 
‘Got a Fish,” ‘You Made Me What I 
Am,’ and ‘May Made Her Mind Up,’ 
which 

touches. 


They score particularly with 


incorporate clever comedy 


Room pretty well filled at late 


show caught. Rees. 


Persian Room, N.Y. 


(HOTEL PLAZA) 





Russell Swann, Sara Ann McCabe, 


Dick Gasparre Orch (13); $2 and $3 
minimum, 





Most noteworthy about the Hotel 


Plaza’s Persian Room is its boff busi- 
ness since (1) the room has gone ‘in- 
formal for the duration,’ to quote the 
apologetic billing; (2) | 
dropped its $1.50 and $2 couvert in 
favor of a $2 and $3 (Saturday and 
holiday eve) minimum; and (3) put 
in this snappy little show. 


Equally noteworthy, from the 


show biz stance, is Russell Swann’s 
progress as a 
magico. 
W. C. Fields, Fred Allen, Fred Keat- 


conferencier and 
At this pace, he will, like 


ing, et al, soon be able to drop his 


bag of tricks and just rely on his| badl 


personality and charm. 
As it is, he takes command pronto. 


| were he still here, Instead of re- 


An engaging personality, he gets 


the acts are socko, but two others 
need seme polish, which should 
come, however. Layout doesn’t quite 
make the grade which Tony Con- 
forti’s downstairs spot has become 
accustomed to of late. Standouts 
are the Hollywood Blondes, femme 
trio of daredevil rollerskaters, and 
Marianne. 

Latter is Marianne Rohrkaste, a 
local girl who has droppci hef last 
name for professional purposes. She 
was a featured standout last season 
in Harry Richman-Sophie Tucker- 
Joe E. Lewis-Paul Whiteman show 
at Ben Marde: 's Miami place. Later, 
she toured for a while with White- 
man. Gal, a looker who knows how 
to costume herself properly, spe- 
cializes in spins; her big number is 
the ‘Bolero,’ which starts out slowly 
in series of moderately tempoed 
spirals, winding up in whirlwind 
fashion. It’s a surefire applause- 
getter. Blondes have s.a. to match 
their tricks. Some of the stunts 
they perform on the ballbearings, 
using a special floor mat, are out of 
this world and kids risk life and 
limb to come up with flock of stunts 
that stops the show colder than a 
refrigerated igloo. That’s why 
they’re on last. Nothing could fol- 
low ‘em. 

Other two turns are okay with 
reservations. Larry Storch is just 
a youngster, but with a flair for 
impersonation that should take him 
places once he gets hold of some 
material and relaxes a bit. Kid’s 
vocal mimicry is tops and he goes 
in for a number of seldom-imitated 
film stars, as well as the usual cata- 
log, and on that end he’s tops. Dance 
team of Edwards and Diane, booked 
in as subs for Billy and Ruth Am- 
brose when former’s father died on 
eve of team’s opening here, also 
has a lot of stuff that’s still under- 
developed. They’re a couple of 
good-looking kids, the blonde femme 
particularly packing a lot of ring- 
side appeal, but she’s costumed 
adly. 

Bob Carter continues to m.c, as 
well as setting the mob back on its 
heels with some grade A tenoring. 


away with murder, almost literally.| Al Marsico plays just the kind of 


He’s fresh and daring, and his liber- 


ties with the customers are some-| for. 
the fact that he and his outfit went 
into 
this spot last week. 


what appalling. It probably makes 
maitre-de-hotel Fred fidget nightly; 
and as for Paul, that stern discipli- 
narian of this, his once pet and pride, 
he would probably have fainted 


tired. 


music the Nixon Cafe crowd goes 


Proof of that can be found in 


their fourth straight year at 
Cohen, 





Saranac Lake 


shoulders; gives 


Swann wacks customers over the 
"em earaches, al- 
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By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., April 7. 

The William Morris Camp Inter- 
mission is being perked up for the 
arrival of Mrs. Morris. 

Pauline Russell, ex-ivory tickler 
and singer, came to this pod Ma over 
10 years ago on a speculation. She 
has been working here ever since. 

Joe McCarthy, who graduated from 
this colony some time ago, is now 
hitting on all six as a backstage 
technician at New York’s Winter 
Garden. 

Hazel Smith, soubret and dancer, 
licked a major operation and is back 
at the Will Rogers. 

Joy Navarre, who saw a mess of 
service up here, reports she’s doing 
nicely at the Triboro hospital, 
Jamaica, L. I. 

Jerry Sager, Patricia Edwards and 
Stanley Rausch on the mend. Now 
on outdoor exercise. Don Fairchild, 
Danbury (Conn.) Warner product, 
has also improved much, as has 
Peggy McCarthy. 

oger Caldrone was all hopped u 
when his frau walked in and bed- 
sided him. She found him at tops. 

First vaude show in a long time 
hit the local Pontiac theatre. This 
one was tops, including Dick Newell, 
Barnett Twins, Billy Wade & Co., 
Kohn and DePinto and Four Mad- 
hatters, among others. 

From ‘Variety’, December, 1929, 
written by Sime: 

‘Letters for the sick: A cheerful 
letter to a show business patient in 
Saranac or elsewhere is of inestima- 
ble benefit. It is the patient’s con- 
tact with the world outside. A mes- 
Sage of news and cheer breaks the 
monotony of uneventful hours. Let- 
ters sent to Saranac are re-read 
countless times. They often are 
passed around and act as stimulants 








New Act 








ROSE MARIE LOMBARDO 


RKO-Boston, Boston 

Playing her first theatre ae 
ment, Rose Marie Lombardo is in- 
troduced with a family-pride touch 
by her brother, Guy, during the 
band’s show. Announced as 16 years 
old, Miss Lombardo has a good basic 
voice, but she lacks the assurance 
and stage presence to sell her songs 
with sufficient verve to make her 
an outstanding newcomer. In these 
particular surroundings she gets by 
okay, but, on her own, it would be 
too tough an assignment for a young- 
ster still a novice at showmanship. 
She would do well to curb one man- 
nerism. This is a head-wagging trick 
which soon becomes noticeable, then 
monotonous. 

‘White Cliffs of Dover’ and ‘How 
About You’ were the two numbers 
sung in her debut. Opening-day 
nervousness could be detected in the 
first number, but Miss Lombardo had 
more confidence in the a one. 

Ox. 


ALLEN, BURNS & CODY 
Acrobatics 

6 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 

These three boys, clearly young- 
sters, have turned out a sock acro- 
batic, tumbling and clowning rou- 
tine. .Their bag of tricks is a good 
one and their style is excellent. 

Many of the stunts are the usual 
ones of similar trios, but there are 
quite a few rather original tricks. 
Among these is the three-man pin- 
wheel. There’s also a nicely-accom- 
plished three-high shoulder stand, 

iced with comedy. Also a bit of 
jitterbug dancing for laughs. 

Over solidly here and should do 
equally well in cafes which have 
enough open floor space for the boys 
to work. With the definite taste for 
comedy which they show, lads should 
have plenty of future with that angle 
even further played up to remove 
them from the realm of the ordi- 
nary acro turn. Herb. 


BARBARA MARSHALL 
Songs, Piano 
Hotel President, Kansas City 

As an added attraction between 
band sessions, the Drum Room of the 
President sometimes offers a special 
musical act, usually a singer or in- 
strumentalist. Barbara Marshall is 
alternating on the bandstand with 
Al Studer’s ensemble for the current 
three weeks, her first important 
professional assignment since leav- 
ing Northwestern U. 

Girl is on the petite side and 
draws a 1-A classification in a beauty 
and personality draft. While her 
voice is sweet and her playing is 
okay, she has yet to learn to put 
them across. An improved volume, 
which will likely come with the as- 
surance of frequent work and a 
little wiser choice of songs, will help 


measurably. Has possibilities for 
radio with her ballad style and voice 
range. Quin. 
EDITH HARPER 

Songs 

5 Mins. 


Strand, Brooklyn 

Rather awkward in style and not 
very impressive vocally, Miss Harper 
nonetheless registered nicely at this 
Brooklyn spot at show caught. Maybe 
because she’s a blonde. At any rate, 
only the Brooklynites could tell why 
she was clicko with them. 

Miss Harper gave out with ‘Some- 
body Else Is Taking My Place’ and 
‘Don’t Wanna Walk Without You,’ 
self-accompanied with gestures. 
Nifty musical background of Muggsy 
Spanier orch helped considerably, 
but girl requires much additional 
polish in delivery for vaude dating. 

Mori. 


OLYMPIA CIRCUS, CHI, 
EMPLOYING 87 ACTS 


Chicago, April 7. 

Stadium will again produce its 
own circus this spring, to be known 
as the Olympia Circus, and will run 
from April 17 to May 3, under di- 
rection of William H. Burke, mat- 
inees daily, 55c to $2.20. 

Terrell Jacobs’ animal turn head- 
lines some 87 acts, of'more than 450 
performers. 











to those who have let ill health 
become a mental burden. Every pa- 
tient looks forward to the mailman’s 
visit, and worries become lighter as 
the messages are read. 

‘Sometimes these letters are car- 
ried from room to room by the pa- 
tient receiving them. Many post- 
pone writing because they think they 
have no worthwhile news for friends 
who are ill. This is a mistake, as 
patients are glad to receive letters 
simply telling what various acquain- 
tances are doing. In writing to those 
you know in Saranac, or elsewhere, 
do not pass the bad news unless 
imperative. They have enough trou- 
bles of their own. It is not uncom- 
mon for a patient to be forced to 
bed by bad news thoughtlessly sent.’ 

(Write to those who are ill.) 


BUSTER CRABBE HEADS 
WM. MORRIS TANK UNIT 


A traveling tank show of 25 people 
headed by Buster Crabbe, is being 
sent out by the William Morris 
agency (Lou Wolfson). Titled ‘Water 
Follies,’ it’s heading into Loew’s 
State,N. Y., April 30, after opening 
in Fall River, Mass., April 21 and 
playing Hartford on the 24th. 

Hopkins Sisters, Larry Griswold 
and a swimming line of 12 are part 
of the complement. Unit will trave] 
intact with but two other acts in 
support, a singer and comic in one, 
before the tank act finale. Other 
aquatic specialists are Joe Peterson 
and Charlie Diehl. 

Portable aquarium, measuring 18 
by 20 feet, is part of the equipment. 


Rand Sued by Levey 
For $826.75 in Commish 


Seattle, April 7. 

A court action attaching her money 
was filed here last week against 
Sally Rand and her new cowboy 
husband, Turk Greenough. 

Bert Levey offices sued for $826.75 
allegedly due as 10% commission 
for bookings into Spokane, Yakima 
and Seattle, 


Cafe Operator Indicted 
In Fatal Auto Crash 


Akron, O., April 7. 

Anthony Vinceguerra, 27, operator 
of the Kit Kat night club, has been 
indicted by the Summit County 
grand jury on charges of manslaugh- 
ter in connection with a Jan. 22 traf- 
fic crash that cost the lives of three 
persons. 

Vinceguerra pleaded innocent and 
was released under $1,000 bond. 

















Nitery Notes 





Dinty’s Terrace Garden on the Al. 
bany, N. Y., outskirts, has for its 
opening show of the season ‘Our 
Tropical Siesta Revue,’ with Alfredo 
Seville, Billy Wells and the 4 Fays, 
3 Guesses, Conrads, Bee Le Borday, 
Wally Wanger Dancers and Harry 
Candulla’s orchestra. 





Ben Frommer, mimic of stage and 
screen stars, opened at the It Cafe, 
Hollywood. 





Rhythm-Aires opened an engage- 
ment in Mike Lyman’s Hollywood 
cafe. 


= 




















Record-breaking 16 Weeks, 
Chez Paree, Chicago 


Opening Roosevelt Hotel, 
New Orleans, April 9 


WILLIE 
SHORE 


“New Star of Comedy” 
—Chicago News. 


Personal Management 


AL BORDE 


Yon 


Exclusive Agents 


William Morris Agency, Inc. 











PHIL 
REGAN 


LATIN QUARTER 
BOSTON 
Personal Representative: 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 
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Philly Cracks Down on Strippers 
In Cafes, Theatres; Await Mpls. Quiz 





Philadelphia, April 7. 

Stanley Carroll, proprietor of 
Carroll’s Cafe, today (Tuesday) 
was discharged by Chief Magis- 
trate Jehn J. O'Malley on 
charges of promoting an in- 
decent show. Carroll told the 
court that his place was rarely 
frequented by minors and that 
Dixie Sullivan, who had been 
seized in the raid at Carroll's, 
had given 1,100 performances 
and had never been in trouble 
before. 

Assistant District Attorney 
William Burke protested the dis- 
charge and said he would con- 
fer with the district attorney on 
what action would be taken 


next. 





Philadelphia, April 7. 

Philadelphia police, spurred by 
complaints from church and ‘re- 
form’ groups, last week cracked 
down hard on strip-teasers in cafes 
and theatres, making raids, arresting 
performers and announcing that 
hereafter there'll be no peeling in 
these parts. 

This is the first time, since the 
‘reform’ administration of Mayor J. 
Hampton Moore that a stringent 
antistrip policy has been instituted 
py the city fathers. If the policy 
sticks, it means the death knell for 
the ‘art?’ which had found Philly a 
‘mecca’ since the ban in New York 
city. 

The raids were made late Wednes- 
day night (1) at the three leading 
spots in town which feature shed- 
ders—the Troc, a burlesque house 
operated by Izzy Hirst; Fay’s, a 
vaudefilmer, and Carroll’s, a mid- 
town nitery. It is estimated that at 
least 30 cafes in all parts of the city 
have strippers on their bills. 

The raiders, armed with warrants, 
first visited Fay’s in West Philly. 
This house has been the object of 
squawks from school officials, the 
cops said, insofar as it caters to a 
‘family’ trade, including many chil- 
dren. At Fay’s they arrested Sid 
Stanley, manager of the house; Sam 
Stiefel, co-owner, and three strip- 
dancers: Catherine (Cletroria) Lam- 
phier, Carol Lord and Jean Carroll. 

At the Troc the following were 
pinched: Jules Ariiss, manager, and 
dancers Marie Cord, Patsy Ann and 
Carol King. At Carroll’s the cop- 
pers nailed Dixie Sullivan and Stan- 
ley Carroll, the cafe operator. All 
arrested were taken to City Hall 
and mugged and fingerprinted. 

At hearings in a jammed court- 
room the following day (Thurs), the 
seven performers were hkeld in $2,500 
bail each, while the same bail was 
placed on Stanley, Carroll and Ar- 


liss, and $500 bond was set for 
Stiefel. 

Only Beginning 
Assistant District Attorney John 


A. Boyle announced that the raids 
were the beginning of a campaign 
to drive all ‘indecent shows’ from 
Philly. Boyle emphasized that the 
shows were particularly offensive 
because they were shown during 
Holy Week. Magistrate Edward Wil- 
liams observed that the city should 
be kept clean in view of the fact 


| theatre was ‘filthy and unsanitary.’ 


that Philly has had a recent influx 
of out-of-town defense workers and 
is near several Army cantonmeni® 
and a large navy yard. 

Nathan Miller, attorney for Fay’s, 
protested that the shows were ‘de- 
cent’ and that they were booked 
from one of the biggest and most 
respectable theatrical agencies in the 
country.’ 

Boyle asked for ‘substantial bail’ 
for the performers because, he said, 
they had no addresses in Philadel- 
phia. 

Fay’s announced it would revise 
its stage show policy and do away 
with strippers entirely. 

Margie Hart had been set to be- 
gin a week’s stay here Thurs. (2) 
and was cancelled out. Miss Hart 
said she had offered to do a singing 
act, but the Fay’s management had 
ircisted that she sign a paper ac- 
cepting all responsibility ‘if anything 
happened.’ Miss Hart was then to 
do her regular act. This she re- 
fused to do and ker contract was 
then abrogated ‘by mutual consent.’ 

The Troc is continuing its regular 
burlesque policy, with the strip fea- 
tures somewhat subdued. The shed- 
ders also are on the bill at Carroll’s. 
but confine their acts to singing and 
parading around. 





Mpls. Burley Crackdown 
Minneapotls, April 7. 

Following the revocation of its 
license by Mayor M. L. Kline after 
an informal public hearing, the 
Gayety, Lewis-Gillman grind bur- 
lesque house, is operating under a 
temporary injunction prior to a 
court hearing to determine if the 
mayor was within his rights in clos- 
ing the theatre. 

Mayor Kline’s action came on the 
heels of a police department morals 


squad report that a show caught 
there was ‘lewd and indecent,’ in- 
vestigators’ reports that ‘spiking’ 


had been permitted in the theatre 
during the course of shows, and the 
city building inspector’s recommen- 
dation for revocation because the 


Complaints and protests from Lt. 
Col. J. A. Troy, Catholic chaplain 
at Ft. Snelling military reservation, 
the Catholic Youth organization and 
from ministers and individuals first 
brought the theatre to the mayor’s at- 
tention. The city council had re- 
fused his request to act in the matter. 

In a statement after the license re- 
vocation, the mayor cited the piling 
up of complaints during the past 
month. He said he considered those | 
from the Ft. Snelling authorities the | 
most serious. Lt. Col. Troy, he ex-| 
plained, had spoken of the theatre} 
as ‘most harmful to our young men| 



































Virginia Vaughan 
Xylophone Dance Stylist 
now 


Beachcombers Club, N.Y.C. 


Nick Kenny, N. Y. Mirror—Most novel 
dancer on Broadway, audiences de- 
light when she taps on a giant xylo- 
phone, 


s ” ° 
Bob Musel, N. ¥. World-Telegram— 
An excellent tap dance performed 


atop a xylophone. 
. > 

Variety, Carter — Virginia Vaughan 
does a clever tap dance on a xylo- 
Phone. 
‘ we . > 
Eddie Zeltner, N. Y. 
graceful tap dancer. 
hit at the 


Mirror—A fast 
Her xylo stunta 
“Village Barn.” 

. > . 


Dorothy Dey, Miami Herald — A 
Unique act in which she actually plays 
tunes on a xylophone with her toes. 
A big hit here at Olympia Theatre. 
10 Rep. DAVE SOLTI 
Rockefeller Plaza New York 


|of the army who are coming to Ft. | 


Snelling in vast numbers.’ The} 
mayor said he felt the Gayety was | 
‘as bad as a house of prostitution,’ 
which brought a retort from Freddie | 
Frampton, Gayety producer and} 
chief comedian, that ‘there has been | 
prostitution ever since Cleopatra’s| 
day.’ 

‘Taking all factors into considera- 
tion, I cannot see any excuse for 
this theatre’s continuance in the! 
community,’ the mayor concluded. 
‘I feel it is my duty to the citizens | 
to revoke its license.’ 

Tears Down Morals 

At the hearing, Helen M. Lynch, 
representing the Catholic Youth or- 
ganization, and the Rev. P. S. Rees 
declared burlesque in any form was 
objectionable because ‘it exploits sex, 
exists solely to tear down morals 























|and has for its purpose the arousing 
lof people’s sex desires.’ 


Miss Lynch, who during a pre- 
vious administration had succeeded 
| in having the musical show ‘Du- 


Barry Was a Lady’ barred from Min- 
neapolis, advanced the argument that 
|‘what you can’t do or say on a down- 
town street you shouldn't be allowed 
| to do or say on a theatre stage’ and 
\‘stage costumes shouldnt be any 
scantier than street dress.’ 

The Rev. R. E. Olson said a Gayety | 
performance seen by him was ‘filthy 
lin the lowest degree,’ that strip 
teasers peeled down to beads and 
that the strippers’ actions were ‘lewd’ 
and the dialogue dirty. 

There were disputes as to whether 
or not the strip teasers wore bras- 
sieres or not and whether their per- 
'formances constituted ‘exotic dancing, 
or disrobing. Theatre owners and} 
their counsel pleaded in vain for 
another chance, asking for police 
censorship and supervision and, 
promising to cooperate with the au- | 
|thorities and operate in accordance 
‘with the latter’s wishes. 





Sues Lewis Circus for 25G 


Detroit, April 7. 

Suit for $25,000 damages has been 
filed in the Federal Court here by 
Ear! Knaus, of Sandusky, O., against 
Paul M. Lewis, of the Lewis Brothers 
Circus. 

Knaus charges he was injured in 
Sandusky last summer when he was 
struck on the head by a falling tent 
pole while attending the circus. 


Fischer Setting 
New Vaude Cast; 
Moore-Gaxton Top 


With Victor Moore and William 
Gaxton set as headliners of their 
second straight vaudeville show. 
slated for the 44th St. theatre, New 


York, Clifford C. Fischer, in associa- 
tion with Lee Shubert, is mulling a 
supporting cast. Argentinita, Span- 
ish dancer, and Smith and Dale look 
set. Also likely, but not signatured, 
are Hildegarde, to double from the 
Savoy-Plaza; The Hartmans, and pos- 
sibly Al Trahan and Hermanos Wil- 
liams trio. Plan to open April 22 
after a Bridgeport break-in, 


Bobby Clark is out, having been 
signed by Mike Todd for the Gypsy 
Rose Lee show. A songstress like 
Jane Froman or Gertrude Niesen is a 
possibility, and Jack Haley has de- 
ferred his Coast return pending fur- 
ther palaver. The George Wood line 
of girls from the Royal Palm, Miami, 
is set as the nucleus. This follows the 
same pattern as Fischer’s currently 
successful show at the 46th St., which 
utilizes the Marjery Fielding girls 
from the Versailles. 

Harry Richman was considered, 
but he’s unavailable, being com- 
mitted to the Bal Tabarin, San Fran- 
cisco, for four weeks, and Florentine 
Gardens, Hollywood, thereafter. The 
Georgie Price idea with the girls 
from La Martinique fell through. 

Al Borde, Chi agent, is in town 
with an eye to a similar policy for 
Chicago. 

Meantime, the 46th St. is clicking 
toward $27,500 on the week, ending 
tonight. 


LEGIT STOCK AGAIN IN 
BRANDT VAUDFILMERS 


Brandt Bros. will again lease the 
Flatbush, Brookyn, and the Wind- 
sor in the Bronx, N. Y., to Jules 
Leventhal for the summer. Leven- 
thal will play stock in both houses. 

Flatbush winds up its final vaude 
bill for this season tonight(Wed.), 
while the Windsor, which has used 
stageshows on weekends only, goes 
into its finale Sunday night (12). 














Eddie Hanley joined the floor show 
at Slapsie Maxie’s, Hollywood. 


Teamsters 


Ringling Circus’ Union Troubles 
In Abeyance Pending N. Y. Prem; 


Walk Out on AGVA 





What looked like interference with 
the opening (9) of the Ringling- 
Barnum & Bailey Circus at Madison 
Square Garden because of union dif- 
ficulties was suddenly if temporarily 
dissipated Monday afternoon (6). At 
a session, Saturday, between union 
people and John Ringling North, the 
show’s managing director, indica- 
tions were that the big top’s New 
York date would again be marred 
through bickerings with unions. 
Show will debut with a benefit per- 
formance for Army and Navy relief 
and Infantile Paralysis funds Thurs- 
day (9), after which further nego- 
tiations are due. 


Principally concerned is the Ameri- 
can Guild of Variety Artists. There 
is some question whether AGVA 
ever properly organized the circus, 
and reports inside the show are that 
the performers did not join the 


fused to pay dues. 

Claimed the average performer 
has seasonal contracts with the big 
top and does not feel the need of 
AGVA membership. North at Satur- 
day’s session said he was willing to 
iron out disputed points with other 
unions of the N. Y. labor Council, 
but refused to treat with AGVA 
unless it proved that it represented 
the circus performers. Saturday 
and Sunday the Garden was pick- 
eted by AGVA and the teamsters 
union. Monday, Martin Lacey, head 
of the teamsters, is reported saying 
‘I got mine’ for his bunch and 
walked. That put the others in a 
spot, so AGVA cailed off its pickets, 
too, while the stagehands and ticket 
sellers had to withdraw from their 
sympathetic strike position. 

North Wants ‘Proof’ 

Although North seemed willing to 
renew an agreement with AGVA, he 
now wants to be shown that it is the 
bargaining body for his cast. 


cus, is the designated representative 


Payment of $12 weekly extra while 
the show plays N. Y. and Boston, in 
lieu of room and board which is 
taken care of by the management 


a limit of 12 shows weekly are also 
sought. As the Ringling outfit plays 





twice daily every day in N. Y., that 


| would mean extra pay for two per- 
| formances. 

| Pay of $32 weekly 
chorines, as against $25 now, in ad-| 
dition to subsistance pay of $12, and | 


is sought for 


if the girls do additional work in the 
show the AGVA asks $7.50 extra. 
|Minimum for producing clowns is 


lat $40, and fill-in clowns $32. A 
| minimum of $60 per person is asked 
'for specialty performers, and $40 


vaude union willingly. Also under-| 
stood that those who did, have re- | 


Vita Malfi, formerly with the cir- 


for AGVA, which seeks ‘improve- | 
ments in working conditions’ for | 
performers, chorus and ensemble. | 


when the show is under canvas, and) 


| put at $60 weekly, assisting clowns} 


weekly for people in the side show, 
AGVA contends that the Ringling 
|} show gets its biggest grosses of the 
| season in N. Y. at the Garden and 
extra compensation is due the cast. 
| North says the increases asked 
would make profitable operation of 
the outfit impossible. 
| Controversy with the teamsters 
;}union cropped up when theatrical 
|truckmen were not engaged to bring 
‘the show from the Mott Haven yards 
ito the Garten. Outfit got in from 
| Florida ahead of schedu'e and Buddy 
North said that when he could not 
reach the teamsters, he had the show 
| handled by the U. S. Trucking Co. 
| He explained it was necessary to get 
'the animals and live stock out of the 
\trains without delay and offered to 
|'pay the union whatever differences 
|in rate there may have been. 





CIRCUS NOTES 
| Ringling show is scaled at $4.40 
‘top, highest price yet attempted by 
the big top. That rate especially 
goes for the loges, which are the 
converted boxes. There are 16 seats 
|in each lodge, each being numbered 
and much more comfortable that the 
chairs formerly used in the boxes. 








| Fact that the Rangers hockey team 


| was shut out of the championship 
| finals made the Garden available for 
a longer period than ever before. 
| Dirt track was laid last Friday (3) 
‘and the show could have opened 
|Monday (6). It misses virtually five 
days during which time the show 
| would have probably drawn capacity 
from kids on Easter vacation. 





| There will be a run-through of 
the show tonight (Wed.). Because 
| of the benefit opening Thursday (9), 
those who ‘formerly received first 
show courtesies will not be present. 





Trip from Sarasota was made in 
unusually fast time, run being 46 
hours. To guard against show peo- 
ple going hungry if side-tracked on 
the way north, the train kitchens 
were stocked with food supplies, 
much of it on hand when the outfit 
|reached Jersey City. There were 
52 cars in the two trains, as against 
40 last season. 





Special booklet for. the conveni- 
ence of press and radio is a stunt 
this season. The turns are billed on 
two facing pages, a convenience for 
those covering the performance, and 
there is considerable data plus illus- 
trated yarns. 





| 
| Ringmaster Fred Bradna is gimp- 
ing again. Hurt his knee during a 
show he conducted in Havana, being 
knocked off the stage. He burned 
because the Cubans thought it was 
part of his act. 














SAY CLARKE, America’s foremost men- 


talist, now in his 1 4th consecutive week in Paramount theatres 


of Greater Miami 


Currently appeari 


~~ 


ng at Miami’s largest thea 


tre—the Olympia 


—one of the nation’s leading vaudfilm theatres: second en- 


gagment this season— 


ONLY ATTRACTION to ever appear on the Olympia stage 
for THREE WEEKS in one season, in its entire history, and 
that’s theatre history by CLARKE 


For Dates After May Ist Write or Wire 


JAY CLARKE 


Paramount Theatres, Miami, Fla. 
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Variety Bills 





WEEK OF 


APRIL 10 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate 


show, whether full or split week. 


epening day of 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (8) 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 

Paul Regan 
A Burns & Cody 
MIAMI 
Olympia (9-12) 
Colette & Barry Rev 
Henry Therrien 
Reynolds & White 
Tomack & Reis Bros 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (10) 
Alvino Rey Bd 
Lane Bros 
Spencer & Foreman 
The Jansleys 





CHICAGO 
Chicago (10) 
Inkspots 
Jinx Falkenberg 
Lew Parker 
TOLEDO 
Paramount (10) 
Wayne King Orc 
Ross Wyse 
Chris Cress 
Barry Sis 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (14) 
Gene Krupa Orc 
Pops & Louie 
Maysy & Brach f 
Wesson Bros 








Loew 


, 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (9) 

Monroe Bros 

Senor Wences 

A Siegel & S Miller 

Billy Gilbert 

Mazzone & Abbott 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (10) 
Rhythm Rockets 
The Hartmans 
Eunice Healey 
H Williams 3 
Murphy Sis 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (10) 

Dick Stabile Ore 

Gracie Barrie 

14 Vocatones 

Jerry Lester 

John Garfield 


(3) 
Shep Fields Orc 
George Tapps 
Mary Small 
Alan Carney 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (10-13) 
Les Brown Ore 
Evelyn Farney 
Fred Pansy Sanborn 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (10) 
Benny Goodman O 
Shea & Raymond 
Ambassadorettes 
(3) 
Blue Barron Orc 
Jerry Lester 
Yvette 
Rae & Rudells 





PITTSBURGH 


Red Norvo Ore 
Mildred Bailey 
Jimmy Durante 
Condos Bros 


(3) 
Wayne King Ore 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
Barry Sis 
Cris Cross 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (10) 
Roxyettes 
3 Harmoniacs 
Dick, Don & Dinah 
Chester Dolphin Co 
Roxyettes 
14 Vocatones 
5 Arnauts 
Carol King 
ELMIRA 
Keeney’s (14-16) 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
Mai Bowes’ ‘42 Rev 
J A 
Stanley (7-9) 
Chico Marx Ore 
Gil Lamb 











Stanley (10) Nick & V Collins 
BOSTON Condos Bros 


Boston (10) 
Chico Marx Ore 
Little Tough Guys 
Cliff Nazarro 
Dixie Dunbar 


(3) 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Jason & Bell 
Calgary Bros 
Don Tannen 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (10) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Ken Christie Choir 
Alan Carney 
Jean, Jack & Judy 
%) 


(3 
Martha Raye Co 





Helene Gardner Co 
Chick & Lee 
DAYTON 

Colonial (1) 
Martha Raye Co 
Helene Gardner Co 
Chick & Lee 
Troy & Lynn 
(One to fill) 

(3 


) 
Henry Busse Bd 
Sybil Bowan 
Frank & J Hubert 
Toy & Wing 
ROCHESTER 
Temple (10-12) 
Ina Ray Hutton Orc 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (9) 
Edwina Eustis 
Gil Maison Co 
Jeanne Devereaux 
Henry Calvin 
Owen McBride 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (8). 
Mario & Floria 
Lowe, Hite, Stanley 
12 Esquires 
Bob Hannon 
Apollo (9) 
Vennie Carter Ore 
Billie Holiday 
Moke & Poke 
Pigmehe 
Al Guster 
Sons of South 
Windsor (10-12) 
Bobby Byrne Orc 
Henny Youngman 
Benny Fields 
Gonzales 3 
BROOKLYN 
Albermarle (11-12) 


Lane & Small 
Art Conroy 
White & Stanley 
Doyle & Seed 
Don Francisco Co 
Ridgewood (#-9) 
Hillman Bros 
Mayo & Hart 
Reed & Ryan 
Oscar Davis 
Karolis 
Mayfair (11 only) 
Jack Mathers 
Sutton & Lee 
Delisse & E Dwight 
(Two to fill) 
Marine (12 only) 
Jack Mathers 
Sutton & Lee 
Delisse & E Dwight 
(Two to fill) 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (10-12) 
Lewis & Lorraine 
Grandma Perkins 
Carlo & Carol 
Young & Kaye 
International Rollos 


AKRON 
Palace (10-13) 
Henry Busse Orc 
Yvette 
Gil Lamb 
Toy & Wing 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (9) 
Clyde McCoy Orc 
Bob Williams 
Del Rios 
State (12-15) 
Martin Bros 
Wally West 
Byrne Sis Rev 
(One to fill) 
(9-11) 
Ron & M Norman 
Rex Owen 
Bo Jenkins 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyric (6-8) 
John Scat Davis O 
Dave Apollon Co 
Primrose & Gold 
3 Co-Eds 
BUFFALO 
Century (10) 
John Boles 
Carl Hoff Orc 
N Rae & Waterfall 
Stapletons 
CAMDEN 
Towers (10-12) 
Singer’s Midgets 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (9-12) 
Mandel & Maurice 
Don & Lee Dale 
Perry & Marlow Sis 
Joyner & Foster 
Elton Britt 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (7-9) 
Barney Rapp Ore 
Barry Wood 
Diamond Bros 
Dixie Dunbar 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (10 only) 
Hillman Bros 
Reed & Ryan 
Oscar Davis 
(Two to fill) 
HARTFORD 
State (10-12) 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Calgary Bros 





Don Tannen 


Jayson & Bell 
HAVERHILL 
Strand (9) 
Ray Heatherton O 
Morton Downey 
(Three to fill) 


JAMAICA 
Jamaica (8-12) 

3 Balabanows 
Barr & Estes 
Killeen & Edwards 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Gangler’s Circus 

LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (11 only) 
Hillman Bros 
Reed & Ryan 
Oscar Davis 
(Two to fill) 


NEWARK 
Adams (19) 
Count Basie Ore 
Apus & Estrillina 
Gordon & Rogers 
PASSAIC 
Central (®) 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Connée Boswell 
Pat Henning 
Carlton, Emmy & M 
PATERSON 
Majestic (14-16) 
Ron & M Norman 
Barr & Estes 
Princess Chio 
4 Fantinos 


Sweethearts U Sam 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (9) 
Harold Barnes 
Lucienne & Ashour 
George Beatty 
Levan & Boles 
Carmen (10) 
Major Bowes’ Show 
PITMAN 
B’way (11 only) 
Martin Bros 
Wally West 
Byrne Sis Rev 
(One to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (10-12) 
Ray Heatherton Orc 
Morton Downey 
Ken Murray 
Benny Rubin 
Sylvia & Clemence 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (10-11) 
T O'Neal & Kathe 
4 Fantinos 
(Three to fill) 
SYRACUSE 
Strand (10-12) 
Rimac Ore 
Benay Venuta 
Sheila Barrett 
Frank Conville 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (9-10) 
Bob Allen Orc 
Jack Haley 
Shirley Dean 
Burns 2 & Evelyn 
WOODSIDE 
Surnyside (11-12) 
Hermine’s Midgets 











Cabaret Bills 





Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 
Maggi McNellis 


Beachcomber 


Rossilianos (2) 
Eric Rhodes 
Lila Barbour 
Lenny Kent 
Chinita 
Virginia Vaughn 
Jeri Withee 
Jeanette Garrette 
Andrews Sis 
Salazar Orc 
Cordoba Ore 
Ben Marden Riviera 
(Winter Room) 
Adelaide Moffett 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Harry Stevens 
Freshmen 
Guy Howard 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Lillian Dell 
Betty Black 
Linda Kobbins 
Bernice Alarie 
Moya ‘Gifford 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Rose Perfect 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Zero Mostel 
Baby Hines 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Kris Kay Ore 
Nicholas Matthey O 
Cerutti’s 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
4 Chanticleers 
Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 
Angela Velez 
Gabriel 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Chin Lee’s 
Sandra & Stanley 
Mary Rowley 
Darling Sis 


Claudinette Lafrose 

Helen Glasser 

Evelyn Johnson 

Ray Worth Ore 
Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Eric Ore 
Roberta Welch 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerala 
Ann Paige 

Club Frisco 
Joe Frisco 
Mildred Fenton 
Floria Vestofft 
Terrace Boys 
Patricia Joyce 
Frank Froeba Ore 

Copacabana 
Carol Bruce 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Anita Alvarez 
Samba Sirens 
Walter Long 
Betty Jane Smith 
Carol Dexter 


Frank Marti Ore 








Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 


N Brandwynne Ore 


NEW YORK CITY 


Bela Bizony Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Nita Naldr 
Betty Compson 


Marylin Duke 
Virginia Austia 
Johnny Mack 
Commodorables 
Hotel Edison 
Shep Fields Orc 
Hotel Essex House 
Amy Arneli 
Kerwin Somerville 
Donald Brown 
Jimmy Curry 
Rosalie Grant 
Tommy Tucker Orc 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 
Cass Franklin 
DeMarlos 
juy Rodian 
Fay Marde 
Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 


Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Rm) 


Tutasi 
Momikal 
McIntyre Orc 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 

Hotel McAlpin 
Johnny Messner Orc 


Hotel New Yorker 


Woody Herman Ore 
Carolyn Grey 
Billy Rogers 
Adele Inge 
B & B Wade 
Ronny Roberts 
Ice Ballet 
Grace Harvey 
Lynn Clare 
Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 


Margo & Mann 
Midnight Gypsies 


Hotel Park Centrai 
(Cocoanut Grove) 


Elaine Jordan 
Dora Maugham 
Robert Raymon 
Geoffrey Hale 
Rochelle & Beebe 


(Rhumba Room) 


Juan Donrigues Orc 
Julia Gerrity 
Fish & Gold 


The Three Debs 


Hotel Pennsylvania 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Jimmy Dorsey Oro 

Bob Eberly 

Helen O'Connell 

Phil Washburn 

Hotel Pierre 

(Cotillion Room) 

Leonard Elliott 

Yvonne Bouvier 

Myrus 

Stanley Melba Ore 

Hotel Plaza 





(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 


Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 


Kelly’s Stable 
Nick Jarret Ore 
La Con 


ca 
Al Bernie 
Gili Gill 
Harriet Lane 
Noro Morales Ore 
Jack Harris Ore 


La Marquise 


Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Orc 

La Martinigue 
Archie Robbins 
Raye & Naldi 
Stan Ross 
Herbert Curbelo O 
Don Weissmuller 
Peggy Newton 
Emil Coleman Ore 

Leon & Eddie’s 


Eddie Davis 

Eric Thorsen 
Robinson & Martin 
Caro! Dean 
Nathane Bros 

M & B Whelan 

De Simone Co 
Gerry Larson 

Lou Martin Ore 
Nerida Orc 


Maison Pierre 


Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 


19th Hole Club 


Wini Shaw 
Steve Murray 
Golferettes 
Lou Taylor 
Carroll Sis 
Johnny & George 
Angel Velez Orc 
Snub Mosely Ore 
Old Roumanian 
Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 
Cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 
Queen Mary 
Jerry Blanchard 
Shadrach Boys 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Chiquita Venezia 
Bill Glass Ore 


Queens Terrace 





Phil Forster 


Carrousel 
Faith Bacon 
Patricia Hall 
Lee Bartell 
De Lamarrs 
Danny Yates Ore 

Clup Bali 


Radio Aces 

Jackie Ficics 
Antonio Alvarez 
Five O’Clock Club 


Gale Manners 
Colstons 
De Castros 
Fleetwood Hotel 
(Jewel Box) 
Arthur Blake 
Consuela Flowertop 
Renay Curtis 
Joe Martin 
Jimmie’s 
Ray Vaughn 
Red Thornton 
Martingales 
Rovell & Jeanette 
Les Robinson Ore 
Kitty Davis's 
Sid Romack 
Reis Bros 
Robinson 2 
Alyse Cerf 
Gloria Jerome 
Jimmy Leeds 
Frank Freeman 
J Silvers Orc 
Mother Kelly’s 
Owen & Parker 
Jerry Kruger 
Myles Bell 
3 Guesses 


Ambassador Hoto} 
(Pump Koom) 
Emile Petti 
Buttery 
Ray Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Hadley Gls 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshal! 
Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Orrin Tucker Ore 
Lorraine Benson 
Whitey Roberts 
Bob Haynes 
Scanlon & McGuire 
Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 





Patti Clayton 
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Carlyle Blackwell 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Noble Sissle Ore 
E! Chico 
Trio Mextico 
Maria Morales 
Maria Lopez 
Rite Bahia 


Carlos Lugo 
El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey 
Chiquito Ore 
Famous Door 


Helen Humes 
Zorita 
Marion Powers 
Sunny Tufts 
Frenchy Martin 
Ginger Lynn 
Lee Norman Ore 
51 Club 
Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 
Iris Karyl 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie 
Wilma Novak 
Irene Kaye 
Grooverneers 
Bobby Bernard 
Dick Lewis Ore 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 


Carol Chappelle 

Rita Renaud 

Gloria Manner 

Joan Collier 

Lorna Rode 

Gene Monet Ore 
Havana-Madrid 

Pilar Lopez 

Rosita Rios 

Carlos Montoya 

Rolando 

Don Casanova 

3 Juchiteco 

Paco Lucena 

Maya Ore 

Don Gilberto Ore 
Hickory House 

Norma Shepard 


Ore 


Sons of Jive 

Mary Osborne 
Jean Murray 

Larry Bennett Ore 


Hotel Astor 

(Columbia Rm) 
Bobby Parks Ore 
(Cocktail Lounge) 
Dick Kuhn Ore 


Hotel Belmont 
PL 


aza 
(Glass Hat) 
Lucille Johnscn 
Moro & Chita 
Margaret Scott 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Room) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
4 Little De-Icers 
Madriguera Orc 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Peter Rotunda Ore 
B & R Ambrose 
Charle Carrer 





Eleanor French 
Frank Paris 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Noble 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Russell Swann 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Gasparre Orc 
Hotel Se. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 
Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Rosalie Gibson 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Hotel St. Regie 
(Iridium Room) 
Ethel Smith Ens 
Paull Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria 
(Wedgwood Rm) 
Paul 
Dinah 
Freddy Martin Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 
(Sert Km) 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 
Vicki George 
Sande Williams Orc 
Hurricane 
Wynn Murray 
Alan Gale 
Alice Dawn 


Draper 
Shore 


Fay & Gordon 
Bert Lynn 
Nancy Healy 


Dbave Dennis Ore 
Bobby Quinton Ore 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 
Ricardo & Marian 
Nola Day 
Colette & Deane 
Ginger Layne 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Jack Dempsey’s 
B'’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 8 
Linda Lark 
Irv Carroll Ore 
Jimmy Kelly's 
Ramon Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 
Ann Jung 
Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Joe Capello Ore 
King Cole 3 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
Cliff Souze 
Michael Doyle 
Rex Owen 





Ann Southerland 
Jean Jamerson 


Eppie Bruce 

Healy & Evans 

Agnes Dwyer 

Jack Allyn 

Ned Harvey Ore 

Grooverneers 
Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Sylvie St Clair 
Rainbow Room 
Billy DeWolfe 
Helen Tamaris 
Ida Soyer 
Daniel Nagrin 
EKieanor French 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Dacita 
Clemente Orc 
Ruban Bieu 
Maxine Sullivap 
Rasha & Mirko 
Kay Morris 
James Copp, IIT 
Russian Kretchma 
Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Charles Baum Ore 
Bob Knight Orc 


The Place 


Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 
Ubangi Club 
Bill Dailey 
May. Johnson 
Kiae Snead 
Jackie Mabley 
Savannah Churchill 
Socaras Orc 
Wivel 
Ford Crane 
Helen. Arthur 
Coftnie Joyce 
Baron & Bernay 
‘ Versallles 
Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Don Cummings 
Wilma Cox 
Olsen & Shirley 
Patricia King 
Male 4 
Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 
Al Robinson 
Tex Fletcher 
Music Hall Bove 
Towne & Knott 
Palmer Orc 
Trini Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Richard D Bennett 
Burl Ives 
Belle Rtbsette 
Art Hodes 





Ann Robinson 
Eddie Heywood 3 


MIAMI 


Beachcomber 
Carroll & Gorman 
Capella & Patricia 
|; Gloria Bowman 


Hal Saunders Ore 
Canay Ore 


Brass Rail 


Margie Whitney 

Tune Toppers 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 

Tony & George 

Joan Baylor 

Bob Billings 

Eddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 

Three Ryans 

Danny Rogers 

Judy Ellington 

Mary Ann 

Pat Perry 

Hoffman Sis 

Ted Smith 

Duke Yellman Ore 


Capitol Lounge 
Joe de Salvo 


Bill Turner Ore 
Chez Paree 
Jean Sablon 


Buddy Franklin O 
Estelita 
Jackie Miles 
Evans Gls 
Club Alabam 
Bernie Adler 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colosimos 
Prince 
Kay Booley 
Nita Tindall 
Sid Lang Ore 
Kay & Linda Brice 
Valéez & Corine 
Poris Dupent 
Wally Vernon 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Barry Winton Ore 
Red Duncan 
Jc Anne Hubbard 
Drake Hotel 
(Camiilia House) 
John Hoystradt 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Marine Rm) 


Jack 


Cee Vavidson Orc 
Singing Marines 
Blanche Bradley 
Rollet & Dorothea 


Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 

885 Club 
Janice Dale 
Deana Berry 
Vie Artese 
Julio Garcia Ore 
Johnny Honnert 

Eitel’s 

Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 

Rathskelliar 
Louie & Gang 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Ore 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van 3 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Ore 
Club Nomad 
Coletta Ellsworth 
Helene Francis 
Kent Edwards 





Tiny Kaye 


Nut Club 
Tubby Rive’ 
Nick Sett 
George Gregg 
Ted Blake 
Chuck Wilson 

Paddock 


Lenny Kent 
Morris & Wolfe 
Ruth Wayne 
Folie Miller 
Oscar Lopez Ore 
Piptide 
Pat Rooney, Sr 
Ben Perry 
Ann Whitney 
Marie Stanley 
The Drum 
Antonio Alvarez 
Eddie Shephard 
Pat Paree 
Coren 
Wayne Shelton 
Vander>ilt Hotel 
(Pago Pago Rm) 
Marion Shaw ; 
Julian & Marjorie 
Gail MacDonald 
Versallies 
(Gulfstream Rm) 
Russell Swann 
Dean Murphy 
Gomez & Minor 
Charlie Wright Ore 
Winnle’s Riptide 
Helen Kane 
Dan Healy 
Ben Perry 
Screwy Huey 











Carroll Danc 


CHICAGO 


5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy Noone 8 
June Price 


Downbeat Km 


Stuff Smith 
3 Sharps & Fliata 
Gladys Palmer 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 


Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 
Grand Terrace 
Cootie Williams O 
Brown & Lee 
Candy & Pepper 
Evelyn White 
Jackie Williams 
Lovey Lane 
Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 
Carl Freed 
Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 


Hi Hat 


Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 

Betty Hill 

Vi Mar 2 

Mary Beth Sires 
Eddy Fens Orc 

H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 

Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawalians 

Helen Sumner 


1’ Aigion 


Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 


La Salle Hotel 
(Pan-Am. Room) 
Jose Manzaneres O 
New Yorker 
Jackie Green 
Noll & Nolan 
Dalton Boys 
Jack LaVier 
Kay Eibert 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Oro 


(Piccadilly Circle) 

3 Knights 

Billy Meyers 

Jim Marvin 

Rocky Elswortb 
100 Club 


Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wilma Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Bobbie Allen 
Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 


Palmer House 


(Empire Room) 
Eddy’ Duchin Orc 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 

Sherman Hotel 

(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Oreo 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Reom) 
Gene Krupa Ore 
Nilah Brooks Rev 
Carl Marx 

Rhumba Casino 
Michael Loring Orc 
Maurice Rocc> 
De Silva 2 
Wesson Bros 
606 Club 
Harris 
Gay Knight 
June March 
Carrie Finnell 
Fay & Wellington 


Don 


Mile Jean 
Janeen 

Aloha 

Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gls 


Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Oro 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 
(Continental Room) 

Yar Rest 

Geo Scherban Ore 
Lorraine Westfall 
Peter Milnikoff 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Wanda DeMuth 
Sylvia Arden 
Manny Davis Ore 
Cosmopolitan Hotel 
Wayne Redfield 
Paddock Int’l 
Eddie Kravis Rev 
Marie Kibbey 
Dorothy Adell 
Jackie Hill 
Bell Starr 
Bob Bell 


Jackson Orc 
Penn Atlantic Hote) 


( Room) 
Elliott Russell Ore 
President Hotel 

Russ Andre Orc 
Dick Robertson 

Watson Sis 
Dinorah 
Rudy Vasco 
Starita 


Clab Baill 


Los Caballeros 
Lee Purdy 
Balilovelies 
4 Blues 
Jose & Mona 
Jerry Cooper 
Penny Davis 
Peters Sis (3) 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Ben Franklin 
The D'Ivons 
Tanya Tamara 
Thalia Wermuth 
Pancho Orc 
Benny the Bum’s 
Peggy Thomas 
Desartos (4) 
Marimba Sal 
Keys (2) 
Carroll's 
Gaines Orc 
Wilbur Rance 
Hal & Honey Bee 
Dixie Sullivan 
Ming & Ling 
Mimi Stewart 
Grace Gordon 
P Brandeau Ballet 
Donna Darnell 
Mousie Garner 
College Inna 
Marie Holtz 
Thunderbolts 
Estelle Bark 
Lillian Russo 
Crescent (5) 
Scarey Gavin 
Cleo Valentine 
Lillian Russo 
Music Hall Gis 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Di Pintos 


Margie Smith 

Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Marty Wolf 
Winter Garden Gls 
Joan Williams 
Eddie King Ore 


Embassy 


Billy Hey 

Geo Clifford 

Teddy Holiday 

Anne Francine 

Laverne Lupton 

Elaine Condos 

Ruth Turner 

Pat Sherlin Ore 

(H Walton Roof) 

Costaine & MWarry 

Sammy Walsh 

Trixie 

Peggy Loeb 

Glamour Gls 

Helen Heath 

Terry Sis Ore 

Eddie De Luca Ore 
Jam Session 

Ann Row 

lilly Kretchmer 

George Lutz 

Teddy Walters 

Hopkins’ Rathskeller 

Walter Walters 

Harry McKay 

Bernard Dolls (8) 

Franky Lester 

Edith Brown 

Janice Rice 

Dave Gold Ore 

Lawler’s Swing Bar 

Howard Small 

Tsabelle Daniels 

3 Keys 

Lexington Casino 

Paul Kane 

Deloyd Mackay 

4 Octaves 

Murray Wood 

Johnny Carne 

Garvin Buschell O 
Lido Venice 

Dot Garcy 

Frank Ross 

Leonard Cook 

Edith Delaney 

Ted Oliver Ore 

3abe Cummings 

Little Rathskeller 


Renee Du Bois 
Hugo Martinelli 
Ballatores Ballet 
4 Blues 


Al Schenk 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 


Lou’s Chancellor Bar 


Susan Lange 
Ernie Swan 

Curt Weiler 4 
Ronnie Thompson 


Mayos 


Mayo Swingsters 
Harry McKay 
Muriel Brooks 
Joyettes 

Minstrel Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
Sally Foy 
Joe Lonegan 
Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loftus 
Ed McGoldrick, Sr 


Moravian Bar 
Bon-Bon 
Kenny Shaffer (3) 
Dick Wade 
Gloria Mann 
Murray Rhythm Bar 
Fay Ray, 
Gloria Cdrpenter 
Lillian Bishop 
Lee Warwick 
Marian Love 
Toni Anderson 
Roni Carr 
Detty King Ore 
Nell Ditezhan’s 
Wilfred Mae (3) 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
Penny Piper 
Billy Gray 
Billy Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Billy Lankin 


Bar of Music 


Anna Triola 

Felix de Cola 

Roger Roland 

Ken Stevens 

Dick Winslow Or 
Biltmore Bow) 

Rufe Davis 

Rogers Dancers 

Donald Novis 

Hurley & Radford 

Larry Stewart 

Theodore & Denesha 

Phil Harris Ore 
Casa Manana 

Louis Armstroag O 





Ritz Carlton Hotei 
(M Ge Round 


m) 
Eddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
Wm Madden Ore 
bles Inn 
(Black Horse Vike) 
Nan DeMar 
Roberta & Ray 
Ed Haley 





Pete Miller Orc 


PHILADELPHIA 


Gene Stockwell 

Guardsmen & Mar’a 

Frank & Alma 

Rhythm Maniacs 

Chadwicks 

Geo Marchetti Ore 
Old Falls Tavern 

Frankie Richardson 

Mallory Sis 

Karll 

Al Kilbride 

Billy Hayes’ Ore 
Open Door Cafe 

Johnny Cahill 

Carmen & Carmen’ 

Jean Ware 

Grace O'Hara 

Jeanettes (12) 

Viola Klaiss Ore 

Old Mill Inna 

Bob Tolley 

Cleo Barr 

Moore Sis 

Casiniera Gls 

Joe Ritchie 
Frank Palumbo’s 

Frankie Schluth 

Julia Cummings 

Kaye & Grey 

De Mayos 

3 Peppers 


Philadelphia Hotel 


Marcin Lloyd 
Dorn & Yosey 
{Isabelle Johnson 
Dick Wharton Ore 


Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 

Roman Grille 
Al Capron Ore 
Bettie Davis 
Danny Richards 
Matio & Therese 
Gloria Dale 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Ward Palmer (4) 
Beale St Boys 


River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Sam’s Cafe 

Betty Gaynor 

Dancing Dave 

Christine 

Joe Armstrong 

Joe. Jovinelly 

3 King’s Rhythm 
Silver Lake Inn 


Col Geo Reed 

Gypsy Monya 

Warner & Vaterie 

Alice Lucey 

Jack Herman 

Frank Hassel Ore 
Stamp’s 

Beila Belmont 

Jack Spangler 

3 Loose Nuts 

4 Continentals 

Lonnie Vale 

Helen Jerrico 

Sun Ray Gardens 

Betty Fredericks 

Regini 

Shannon & Mein 

Agnes Willis 

Don Anton Oro 


69th St. Rathskeller 


Dolly Bruce 
Harry Cornish 
Betty Campbell 
Jean Carney 
Elton Brown 
Gene Carney 
Tony Bennett Ore 


Swan Club 


Bill Sheridan 
Pussy De Carmo 
Lenore 
Lunatrix (2) 
Fred Lane 
Dotty Brennan 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Bonnie Stuart 
Marty Bohn 
Lee Bohn 
20th Century 
3 Peppers 
Stylists (2) 
Marjorie Hyams 
Sally La Marr 
A Strohman (3) 
Venice Grill 


Nick Varallo Ore 
Catherine King 
Sally Masalli 
Margie Newman 
Eddie Galbreth 
Warwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Ore 
Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 
Jack Moss 
Reg Kehoe 
Toni 
Temple City (4) 
Frank Di Nunzio 
Dave Pierson 
Pen Bannerman 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Raths’r Eldoradians 
Wilson's 
Joe Hough 
Art Mathues 
Gerard Beam 
Eton Boys 
Catherine Wolff Gls 
Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Club 
Grace Houston 
Ellen Weinman 
Grace Collins 
Ore 








Victor Nelson 


LOS ANGELES 


Jack Ross Bd 
4 Stepp Bros 


Cocoznut Grove 


Skinnay Ennis Oro 
Carmene 


Earl Carroll 


The Debonatrs 

W West & McGinty 
Dick & Dotty Remy 
Gali Gali 

Willis West, Jr 
Alec Mcrison 

La Vonn Moyer 
Rue Willie 

Morine Howell 
Beryl Wallace 

Se Clair & Day 
Marc Ballero 

Bill Brady 

Michel Ortiz Bd 
Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
N.T.G. 


(Continued on page 55) 
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“PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


mmy Dorsey Orch with Frank 
ssneina, *s Stafford, Pied Pipers, 
Buddy Rich, Ziggy Elman and Chuck 
Peterson; Allen, Burns & Cody, Paul 
Regan; ‘My Favorite Blonde’ (Par), 
reviewed in ‘Variety,’ March 18. 





’s laughs and fun at the Para- 
aes this session right through the 
entire bill, from shorts, to feature to 
Tommy Dorsey. It’s a show that 
rates anybody’s money, and the Par 
seems to be getting it despite the 
Holy Week start. Bob Hope and 
Tommy Dorsey are too much of a 
combo for even Good Friday and an 
Army Day parade to beat. 

Credit must go to Dorsey and his 
outfit for the good nature of the 
stage entertainment. They refuse to 
take themselves or their music too 
seriously. Which is exactly as it 
should be. a ‘ 

orsey kids everything and any- 
i oe a laugh. Such as when 
trumpeter Ziggy Elman and trapster 
Buddy Rich finish a hot stanza of 
improvisation and he introduces 
them as Harry James and Gene 
Krupa. Or when vocalist Frank 
Sinatra is in the midst of a ballad 
and shrimp trumpeter Chuck Peter- 
son suddenly stands up and whistles. 
It’s slapstick—and showmanship. — 

Pied Piper, quartet comprising 
femme chirper Jo Stafford and three 
boys, provide the best of the Dorsey 
vocal work. Miss Stafford and 
Sinatra on their own are mild, par- 
ticularly the former. Sinatra hasn’t 
much voice, but gets the best out of 
it through smart use of the mike. 
Miss Stafford might copy. 

Only two turns have been added 
by the Par to fill out the hour’s show. 
They are tumbler-balancers Allen, 
Burns and Cody (New Acts) and 
mimic Paul Regan. Equally good for 
theatres or niteries, Regan has a long 
list of characters he capably carbons 
and has a pretty good line to hang 
them on. Only thing he might well 
skip are some of those corny gags he 
uses which virtually every theatre 
audiences must have heard by now. 
Otherwise the patter is good. Herb. 


Majestic, San Antonio 





San Antonio, April 3. 

‘Sky Lined Musical Revue’ with 
Ted Fio Rito Orch (13), Collins & 
McGowan, Hollywood Coeds (2), 3 
Chicks, Jimmy Baxter, Candy Can- 
dido, Carroll & Howe, Bert Trazxler, 
Ernest Varney, James Zito; ‘The 
Lady Has Plans’ (Par). 





Ted Fio Rito orchestra opens here 
for a series of stands on the Inter- 
state circuit. Paced smartly by the 
band’s music, backed up by a good 
supporting group of specialty acts, 
turnstiles should click at all stands. 
Revue is smartly filled with good 
music and comedy. over 60 min- 
utes, 

Hollywood Coeds (2) are fast tap- 
pers in a smart session. Close with 
neat acros. Carroll and Howe do 
patter, with the girl on the Gracie 
Allen side. Put over okay comedy. 
Girl also sings ‘Lady Be Good’ and 
gives out with a neat trumpet im- 
personation, via voice only, of Louis 
Armstrong. Close with taps. 

Dean Collins and June McGowan 
get over on jitterbug dances. Three 
Chicks, trombonists in orchestra, are 
heard in a socko vocal arrangement 
of ‘My Sunshine.” Varied band 
musicians also contribute fine instru - 
mental specialties. 

Comedy honors go to bullfiddler, 
Candy Candido, who gives out with 
vocal contortions. He had to beg off. 

Band vocalist is Dallasborn Jimmy 
Baxter, rounding out his first month 
with the band. He’s heard in a nice 
group of songs, doing ‘Heart of 
Texas,’ ‘Blues in Night,’ ‘Miss You,’ 
‘Don’t Want to Walk.’ Baxter has 
nice appearance and with more ex- 
perience will prove a greater asset. 

Fio Rito emcees the show nicely. 
Layout is smartly staged and has 
good lighting. 

Biz at capacity opening day sup- 
per show. Andy. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 


Buffalo, April 3. 
Ina Ray Hutton Orch with LeBrun 
Sisters, Lew Parker, The Jansleys 
Evelyn Farney, Stuart Foster; ‘Law 
of Tropics’ (WB). 








Plenty long time since the local 
aggregation of jitteroos have had a 
load of this blonde stick and torso- 
waver, and it’s her first showing 
around here since she achieved real 
Stellar rating. In the interim, to the 
list of lads who’ve made top band 
grade the hard way via_saxes, 
trombs, drums, strings and other in- 
struments, there has now been added 
this dynamic jellyroll who crashes 
the musical limelight by subtler 
means—the rhythmic weaving of a 
well-garnished fundament. 

Kidding on the upright, though, 
Miss Hutton has finally got herself a 
Snazzy ensemble of stag music mak- 
ers who give out in sweet and swing 
with high gusto and potent ear ap- 
peal. They act as if they know the 
Musical score all of the time and 
they seem far more seriously intent 


on their work than in the head lady’s 
direction. With the mistress of cere- 
monies graciously subordinating her 
contributions to the wealth of talent 
with which she is here surrounded, 
the result comes off as a smacko 
presentation of eminent entertain- 
ment value. 

Runoff is paced by Evelyn Farney, 
who, as always, packages her smart 
tapping with her pert personality. 
Lew Parker is in and out of the pro- 
ceedings in semi m.c. style, and for 
especially handy returns to his songs, 
stories and standard restaurant bit. 
Personable Stuart Foster is a fine 
double-threat baritone and the 
Jansleys keep the ball rolling with 
their well-known risley routine and 
relief acro clowning with Parker. 
The _LeBrun Sisters offer their 
familiar vocalizations which earn 
them their stellar billing here. 

The production evidences notice- 
able improvement in stage decor and 
lighting, plus Miss Hutton’s newly 
discovered restraint and willingness 
to share the limelight with the other 
talent. 

Good Friday (3) biz thin—but 
watch those turnstiles spin the rest 
of the round! Burton. 





KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, April 3. 
Guy Lombardo Orch (13) with 
Kenny Gardner, Lombardo Trio and 
Rose Marie Lombardo; Jason & Bell, 
Don Tannen, Calgary Brothers (3); 
‘A Gentleman at Heart’ (20th). 
Sweet music is a relief from the 





long line of brassy-swing bands that 
have played here this season. Lom- 
bardo outfit is currently offering a 
better show than when caught here 
several years ago. Still too long on 
vocals and too short on novelty, the 
band has picked up a real asset in 
Kenny Gardner, singer. Carmen 
Lombardo is now blended into the 
trio, and not spotted, except in an an- 
nouncement of a medley of his own 
numbers: ‘Boo Hoo,’ ‘Little Coquette,’ 
‘Apple Pie’ and ‘Sometimes.’ 

Gardner’s vocal of ‘Frankie and 
Johnny’ is one of the best bets in the 
band routine, and he also scores on 
‘Heart of Texas.’ Band novelty ver- 
sion of ‘Peter and Wolf’ is okay 
(also vocal by Gardner), but pos- 
sibilities of a smart adaptation of this 
classic are by no means exhausted. 
Added interest in this engagement 
is the stage debut of Rose Marie, 
young sister of the Lombardo 
brothers (reviewed under New 
Acts). 

Calgary Brothers, next-to-close, 
stand out among the supporting acts. 
Slow risley duo won a warm re- 
sponse from a cool morning audience 
when caught, topping off, as usual, 
— that amazing slow-motion scuf- 

e. 

Don Tannen got a good response to 
his assorted hokum, including*a Rus- 
sian baritone bit and a ventriloquism 
twist in which he ‘exposes’ the tech- 
nique. His encore is an impression 
of George Arliss addressing Parlia- 
ment on the current war. Tannen 
gets to look like Arliss, but his voice 
misses. Jason and Bell, youthful 
dance team, are technically good on 
the hoof in three numbers, in the 
deuce spot, but their routines lack 
contrasting variety. 

Thin biz on opening (Good —* 

ox. 


STRAND, B’KLYN 





Muggsy Spanier Orch (15) with 
Bernard Brown and Ford Leary; 
Cliff Nazarro, Diosa Costello, Jean, 
Jack & Judy, Edith Harper, Jerry 
Scott; ‘Dead End Kids’ (U) and ‘Mr. 
Wise Guy’ (Mono). 





Muggsy Spanier band, while ade- 
quate with both sweet and brassy 
swing, could use a couple of flash 
numbers to give it distinction. It’s 
a conventional group as currently 
routined, lively enough, but not out- 
standing. Suffers, too, from lack of 
vocal specialists. One of the boys 
from the band, Ford Leary, tries 
with ‘Heart of Texas’ and ‘Shadrach,’ 
but misses as a warbler despite ex- 
cellent musical backing. Spanier, 
featured cornet, and Bernard Brown, 
trombone, are okay in solos, 

This weekend stage lineup as a 
whole was not very strong, with 
Cliff Nazarro and Diosa Costello both 
getting over nicely but not socko. 
Nazarro mixes. straight comedy 
with double talk, registering con- 
stantly for laughs. Outstanding is 
his singing bit, ‘I'll Remember,’ with 
double talk interpolations. Couple 
of oldies in his comedy patter were 
received like new material. 

Miss Costello, assisted by her own 
drummer, got over with her stand- 
ard eccentric Latin song and dance 
routine. Attired in red costume, she 
remains a first rate novelty with her 
energetic terping. 

Jean, Jack and Judy, acro and 
balancing trio, rang up substantial 
applause with fast, nifty tumbling. 
Opening is Jerry Scott, vocalist, with 
‘T’ll Remember April,’ not so forte. 





Edith Harper (New Acts), blonde 
songstress, follows Miss Costello, 
with two numbers. Mori. 





STATE, N. Y. 


* 

Joe Rines Orch with Willis Kelly 
and Jerry Borchard; John Boles, The 
Hartmans, George Prentice, Ruth 
Daye; ‘Woman of the Year’ (M-G). 








Two applause smashes feature this 
layout, both the superb Hartmans 
and the rapidly fattening John Boles 
virtually tearing down the well-filled 
house at the Thursday night (2) 
show. Also a feature is the nice 
playing of the show and the good 
musical stanzas of Joe Rines’ orch, 
house crew at station WMCA, but 


not so identified in a theatre operated 
by Loew’s, which owns the opposi- 
tion indie broadcaster, WHN. Rines 
is leaving WMCA to join NBC-Blue 
network as maestro of the ‘Basin 
Street Chamber Music’ program, re- 
placing Henry Levine, who is going 
into the army. 

Also on the bill are Ruth Daye, 
who has more in appearance than 
she has in hoofing ability, and 
George Prentice, whose roughhouse 
marionet act got a fine laugh and 
applause reception. Miss Daye is 
spotted early and, while young, uses 
an old-fashioned style of dancing and 
fakes a good many of her steps. She 
has the monotonous habit of pulling 
up the skirts of her dress, a type of 
s.a. comeon that passed out years ago. 

The audience greeted Boles like a 
long-lost son. He sang three pops, 
including ‘Chattanooga Choo Choo,’ 
and then was forced back for ‘Rio 
Rita’ and finally his comedy delivery 
of ‘Waiting at the Gate for Katie.’ 

Following him and closing are The 
Hartmans, and the satirical ball- 
roomologists whammed solidly at 
this show. Paul, who looks like a 
dancing Sinclair Lewis, and Grace 
tee off with the phoney magic 
routine, then into the dance lessons, 
‘Play, Gypsy, Play’ and finally their 
‘Bolero. They present a finished 
comedy act. 

Probably because of Paul Hart- 
man’s ‘magic,’ Rines himself is 
eschewing his own good sleight-of- 
hand. The last time the WMCA 
maestro was here he did a corker 
with a clay pipe, but currently he’s 
only leading the 11-piece band 
through its paces and serving as a 
personable m.c. He has a good 
trumpeter in Willis Kelly, who 
works on ‘Darling Daughter,’ which 
he supposedly introduced, and 
trumpeter Jerry Borchavd does 
nicely with a vibraharp a * hg 

cho. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 





Bobby Byrne Orch (16) with 
Dorothy Clair, Jack Palmer; 
Henny Youngman, Gonzales Trio, 


Benny Fields, Shorts & Newsreels. 





The moderns who frequent this 
house for the jive usually served by 
bands have probably never run into 
anything like Benny Fields. He 
wasn't onstage more than a few min- 
utes with the style of selling that 
made him a top fave in vaude’s hey- 
day before a youngster nearby re- 
marked, ‘Isn’t that disgusting.’ He 
hadn’t come for a dish of ‘corn.’ He 
wanted to be rocked silly by brass. 
But 10 minutes later he cheered 
Fields along with the rest of a full 
house. 

This show begins and ends with 
Fields. Bobby Byrne’s band, Henny 
Youngman and the Gonzales Trio, 
dog act, are there, too, but the setup 
doesn’t move much until the ‘Min- 
strel Man’ shows up. He gives ’em 
a routine that keeps the reins 
tightly in his hands from start to 
finish, smartly segueing from stand- 
ard to pops like ‘Heart of Texas’ and 
‘Don’t Want to Walk Without You’ 
in a ‘Music Goes Round’ medley. He 
sells it all with smoothness and ease, 
working at top speed every minute. 
This audience couldn’t seem to get 
enough. 

Youngman m.c.s and slips in sev- 
eral gag sessions. His delivery far 


| outstrips the majority of material 


used, most of which is too familiar. 
In all, though, the gagster found 
good response. 

Gonzales Trio is on first, teeing off 


| with a conga routine by the boy and 


two girls that’s definitely excess bag- 
gage though it does make the fol- 
lowing tricks by the well-trained 
pooches unexpected. Dogs are put 
through a series of stunts, some of 
which are more or less standard, 
while others stand out. 


Byrne’s improved combination of 
five sax, three trumpets, three trom- 
bones and four rhythm does an able 
job of backing the show and a neat, 
if not too exciting, group of melo- 
dies in its own slot. Band’s contri- 
butions are nicely paced in ballad 
and jump, but what the outfit lacks 
is proper arrangements; none of 
them, with the possible exception of 
attractively lighted ‘Night and Day,’ 
carries the zip to make anyone sit up 
and take notice. Leader himself, a 
good locking, able trombonist, han- 
dles himself easily. 


Dorothy Claire and Jack Palmer 
are the orch’s vocalists. Palmer’s on 





first with ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ and 
‘Shrine of St. Cecelia,’ both faded in 
popularity and both with war 
themes, thus poor choices. Miss 
Claire is singing better and is more 
confident in her selling of ‘Arthur 
Murray’ and two others. 

Biz excellent. Wood. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, April 4. 
Art Kassel Orch (11) with Gloria 
Hart, Cub Higgins, Kassel Trio, Hal 
Leroy, Martez & Delita, Bert Walton 
Co. (2); ‘North to Klondike’ (U). 








Continuing a policy of bringing in 
top bands, Oriental this week has 
Art Kassel’s band. 

Kassel gets off to fine start by an- 
nouncing that band will not play 
‘Heart of Texas.’ This clicks with 
crowd, who had it last few weeks as 


regular diet. Band opens with ‘I 
Want to Be Happy,’ followed by Cub 
Higgins in a song novelty, ‘As Long 
As You're Healthy.’ It’s catchy, with 
Higgins showing good salesmanship. 
Harvey Crawford, another vocalist, 
is next with ‘I Don’t Want to Walk.’ 
Would have gone over nicely except 
for bad _ spotting, coming after 
Higgins. 

Martez and Delita follow with 
socko acro dancing and balancing. 
The blonde gal performs most of her 
tricks atop Martez’ head while he 
gets into odd positions. Act, paced 
with South American music, moves 
along at a rapid pace. Kassel has a 
group of his own tunes spotted next, 
‘Angeline,’ a new one, and ‘Hell's 
Bells’ getting best results. 

Bert Walton, comedian, and stooge 
work next. Routine is usual stuff, 
with deadpan gal being ‘auditioned’ 
for vocal spot on bill. Walton gags 
about gal, who mikes fair. Act 
closes fast, with Walton directing 
motions of gai’s hands and arms as 
she sing. 

Coming on next Gloria Hart got a 
good hand. She holds stage for over 
10 minutes, and keeps audience well 
pleased with vocal work and im- 
personations. Her ‘Do This More 
Often,’.and ‘I Said No’ brought the 
house down. Mimic with vocals for 
‘I Want My Mama’ also has plenty of 
merit. Gal is local product and re- 
ceived her start as kid singer around 
town. 

Hal Leroy, hoofer in for name 
value, holds his end of the bill nicely. 
Couple of routines called ‘Variations 
on Rhythm’ and ‘Eccentric Motion’ 
went well, with Leroy closing with 
chair dance, in which he does tap 
work while seated. 

Band closes show with round of 
melodies, Miss Hart, Higgins and 
Howard Crawford sharing spotlight. 
It’s usual hit tunes such as ‘You 
Made Me Love You,’ ‘Blues in Night 
and ‘Somebody Else.’ Loop. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





It’s anything but the brighter side 
of war that Pathe presents in the 
first pictures to come out of the 
Philippines since the fall of Manila. 
Comprehensive clip shows citizens 
of the former American outpost run- 
ning for shelter as an air raid comes, 
then raging fires and ruins, followed 
by very gruesome shots of several 
persons who had been killed. 


Pathe also offers pictures of dead 
Germans who had fallen at the hands 
of the Russians. The sight of the 
frozen bodies is horrible. Tacked 
to the Philippine clip is a few feet 
showing General MacArthur dec- 
orating a couple of soldiers, 

From foreign fronts there isn’t 
anything else of great import, among 
contributions being interment of 
aliens at a camp in Panama; Aus- 
tralian war workers, shots of the 
English navy on convoy duty, re- 
fitting a British battle cruiser, new 
English sea _ fighters, American 
doughboys in London, Sir Stafford 
Cripps commenting on India and 
R.A.F. bombers taking off for an air 
raid. 

On home ground there are a meet- 
ing of the Pacific War Council with 
President Roosevelt, promotion of 
Admiral King, an acoustic fence 
around a New Jersey defense plant 
to detect anyone trying to get 
through, Mt. Ranier ski troops in 
training, building of a military high- 
way to Alaska, review of troops at 
Camp Gordon, Ga., plane maneuvers 
on the Coast, a tank destroyer unit 
crossing a Maryland river and a 
few sports plus miscellaneous clips. 


H. V. Kaltenborn, here each week 
answering questions, currently the- 
orizes on whether Germany is able 
to fight on two fronts in Europe and 
a third in Africa, why the employ- 
ment problem hasn’t been ended by 
the war and what excuse can par- 
ents give their kids for the war. 

‘Tex’ McCrary, also a weekly Emb 
special, discourses on Greater N. Y. 
colleges and the study- of the aci- 
ence of war, but is not himself seen 
on this occasion. 

March of Time’s ‘The Argentine 
Question’ (RKO) is also on the pow, 

Char. 





STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 3. 
Wayne King Orch (12), Berry Sis- 
ters (3), Ross Wyse, Jr., & June 
Mann, Chris Cross; ‘Wild Bill Hickok 
Rides’ (WB). 








There’s a steady welcome at the 
WB deluxer for Wayne King, and 
not without reason either, since he 
always gives a good account of him- 
self not only on the stage, but also 
at the boxoffice. Latter was evident 


at opening show this afternoon, Good 
Friday, proverbially the worst thea- 
tre day of the year, when the cus- 
tomers were being herded into the 
upper reaches quarter of an hour 
after the doors opened; downstairs 
filled up that fast. And King’s the 
only reason since screen attraction, 
‘Wild Bill Hickok Rides’ (WB), 
hasn’t any names to speak of and 
would ordinarily rate no better than 
top run of 2a double bill. 

Pleasant, soft-spoken King is al- 
most a symbol these days, a symbol 
of the peace and quiet and restful- 
ness which seem to have disappeared 
of late from the band world as well 
as the world itself. He's allowed 
swing to be used by exclusively 
sticking to the sway. And sway is 
what the mob does to his dreamy 
waltzes, his sweet-singing fiddles, his 
dulcet saxes and his muted brasses. 
It’s completely comforting music, 
perennially faithful to lovely melo- 
dies, old lace and nostalgia. After the 
load of brass Stanley’s been getting 
on its stage recently, King’s a relief— 
and a pleasure, too. 

Chris Cross, ventriloquist, is 
around again too quickly for best re- 
Sults. Cross, a former program 
director here at station KQV, played 
Stanley only few months ago with 
the same turn, letter for letter, and 
while he was over big, he should 
space his visits better. 

Berry Sisters sound okay, being 
equally adept at shocking a Latin- 
American rondelayo into whole- 
some abandon and caressing an ‘I 
Miss You’ like soothing syrup. 

Comedy, aside from that which 
King works up with one of his trum- 
pet players, the one who's ‘sick and 
tired of this dreamy music’ and 
wants to get hot, is looked after 
neatly by standard turn of Ross 
Wyse, Jr., and his gangling, good- 
humored partner, June Mann. Wyse 
continues to khock himself aut af- 
ter the manner of a guy who doesn’t 
give a hang about what tomorrow 
will bring and, the way he punishes 
himself, the least tomorrow could 
bring seems to be a broken leg or 
two and several cracked ribs. ver 
with a bang, which is exactly the 
way this team always clicks at 
Stanley, where they’ve played 
numerous times., Whole show, inci- 
dentally, reflects King’s own class, 
good taste and refinement. 

For an overture this week, Max 
Adkins’ house band, in the pit, de- 
livers a swell collection of Jerome 
Kern tunes, emphasizing ‘Make Be- 


lieve,’ ‘Old Man River’ and ‘Can’t 
Help Lovin’ Dat Man,’ all from 
‘Show Boat.’ Cohen, 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, April 4. 

A. B. Marcus Revue with Florence 
Hin Lo, 4 Mazxellos, La Tasha & Law- 
rence, Roberta, King and Mann, 
Harold Boyd and His Jigsaws, Bob 
White, Grace Doro, Leon Miller, 
Ha Cha San, Norma Jean Beck ‘Night 
Before the Divorce’ (20th). 








A. B. Marcus has been touring the 
civilized world for years with his 
freight cars full of scenery, costumes 
and props and a personnel heavily 
femme. Now the world-wide bat- 
tling has converted Marcus and his 
troupe to comparative stay-at-homes, 
confining their appearances to the 
North American continent at most, 
and probably only to the theatres of 
the United States. This means the 
company will be seen more often in 
its usually frequented theatres, and 
accounts for this second appearance 
here within four months. 

This show follows the usual Mar- 
cus formula of alternating produc- 
tion numbers with featured acts and 
specialties throughout an _ hour. 
Stagefuls of gals and scenery are up 
to the regular Marcus standard, but 
entertainment level is not up to that 
attained in the November stands 
here. Difference is in the specialties 
and the featured acts, but it’s the girls 
and spectacles that draw the patrons, 
and biz is reaching the same cheer- 
ful level as before. 

Good level of entertainment is at- 
tained by Florence Hin Lo in her 
acrobatic contortions, by Four 
Maxellos in their foottossing and 
balancing across and by La Tasha 
and Lawrence in their adagio terp- 
ing. Grace Doro lightens a few min- 
utes with her novelty work on the 
ivories. But on a definitely lower 
level are the comedy antics of 
Roberta, King and Mann in dishin 
out terpsic nonsense and Harol 
Boyd and his two pertners fooling 
around in gob suits. A longtime 
Marcus standby, Leon Miller’s 
comedy dancing is lifeless in two or 
three production numbers, but he 
redeems himself somewhat with Ha 
Cha San as a partner in the conga 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Holy Week Biz Strong on B way; 
Sons,” $35,000, Face It,’ $30,000, 
Banjo,’ $27,500, Bit Off But OK 





Anticipated Holy Week decline did ; 
not materialize. Some attractions 
tapered off, but most held to very 
good business. Starting Friday (3) 
many people came to the amusement 
district for the Easter holidays, in- 
suring weekend support which was 
not marred by weather. More new 
shows due this month than last. First 
to arrive was ‘The Moon Is Down,’ 
at Beck last night (Tuesday). 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C. (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (17th week) 


for imported meller hit, which was 
quoted getting close to its average 
of $13,000. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(64th week) (CD-838; $3.30). Also 
held to form, difference in takings 
from previous week being immate- 


rial and gross approached $13,500 
again. 

‘Banjo Eyes,’ Hollywood (15th 
week) (M-1,563; $4.40). Was affect- 


ed, but drop was not as much as 
major musicals suffered in other sea- 
sons; takings close to $27,500. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 


to have more than held its own last 
week, when takings were quoted 
over $19,000; one of dozen shows that 
gave extra matinee Easter Monday 


(6). 
‘Blithe Spirit, Morosco (22d 
week) (CD-936; $3.30). Most of the 


leaders did as well during Holy Week 
as before and this success was among 
them: over $15,000. 

‘Cafe Crewn,’ Cort (10th week) 
(CD-1,064; $3.30). Was off about $1,- 
000, but indications are for continu- 
ance through. spring; estimated 
around $7,500. 

‘Guest in the House,’ Plymouth 
(6th week) (CD-1,057; $3.30). For a 
drama that was regarded in doubt at 
the start, business has been very 
good: slipped somewhat last week, 
but quoted weli over $8.000. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (re- 
sumed engagement) (71st week} (R- 
3.026: $1.65). Down to around $16.- 
500, but started current week to big 
money; provisional notice of closing 
has been given. 

‘Jason.’ Hudson (11th week) (CD- 
1,094: $3.30). Not much variance. but 
business modest, with takings around 
$5,000 or slightly less: surprising that 
attraction accorded as much press 
attention has not fared better. 

‘Johnny 2x 4,’ Longacre (2d week) 
(C-1,016; $3.30). . One of the April 
doubtful entrants; mostly draws on 
weekend, but can stand plenty of im- 
provement; amount $5,000 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (20th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). As with other 
leaders, the straight show topper was 
hardly affected last week, when the 
takings were estimated over $16,700. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (50th week) (M-1,387). Laid 
off last week; relighted Monday (6) 
with holiday matinee, and should 
register goodly figure this week; was 
getting $21,000 and more. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (23d week) 
(M-1,450; $4.40). Not materially off 
high figures last week and is esti- 
mated getting over $30,000; one of 
season’s standout musicals. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (125th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Long-run 
shows usually off at times like Holy 
Week; there was some drop, but very 
good profit registered at $11,300. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (67th 
week) (CD-891: $3.30). Another 
stayer that dipped somewhat, ~but 
bettered the normal pace of late win- 
ter by grossing $10,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (18th 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). Broadway’s 
leader stays up in exceptional brack- 
ets; played Sunday and Monday, with 
layoff Tuesday; advertises seat sale 
through June; rated around $35,000 
last week; off only about $2,000. 


‘Spring Again,” Playhouse (21st 
week) (CD-865; $3.30). Again bet- 
tered and should top that figure 


this week; well regarded laugh show 
making goodly stay. 

‘The Moon Is Down,’ Martin Beck 
(D-1,214; $3.30). Presented by Oscar | 









































“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER’ 
“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW” 
WARNER BROS. 


Hattie” $18,000, Holds 


| Week, ‘Panama Hattie’ wound up its 





Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 











Serlin; written by John Steinbeck; 
much advance interest in play which 
opened Tuesday (7). 

REVIVALS 

‘A Kiss for Cinderella,” Music Box 
(4th week) (C-1,012; $2.75). Dropped 
off to around $6,500, which is under 
an even break; business this week 
may indicate length of engagement. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (11th 
week) (M-1,175; $2.75). Another at- 
traction that held up as strong as 
ever during Holy Week, with the 
takings again around $22,500. 

‘Nathan the Wise,’ Belasco (D-l,- 
000; $2.20). Drama, which was tried 
downtown, moved to Broadway late 
last week; limited stay indicated. 

ADDED 

‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. (1,347; 
$2.20). Sailing to great business and 
looks set into warm weather, gross 
going to $27,500; another vaudeville 
show, ‘Keep ’Em Smiling,’ being 
readied for 44th Street. 

‘Of V We Sing,’ Concert (4th week) 
(R-781; $1.65). Intimate revue get- 
ting by in some way, but business 
slim; under $3,000 last week. 


LOVE, $27,300, 
HOT IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 7. 

Philly’s remarkable streak of legit 
attendance continued last week in 
the face of the traditional Holy 
Week handicap. The Theatre Guild’s 
try-out production of Philip Barry’s 
‘Without Love,’ with Katharine Hep- 
burn, was the real smash. Moving 
to the Forrest after a week at the 
Walnut, and with all but one of the 
local crix very dubious indeed and 
word-of-mouth not favorable, show 
galloped through to a triumphant 
gross in its final week. Might have 
gone even higher if not on ATS sub- | 
scription. | 

City’s other show last week was 
‘Claudia,’ playing its third and final 
week at the Locust to sturdy biz. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Without Love,’ Forrest (one week 
only) (1,800; $3.42). Moved here after 
big week at Walnut and did even 
better with total of over $27,300. 
Paul Muni in ‘Yesterday’s Magic’ 
this week; ‘Panama Hattie’ starts 
next- Monday (13) for run. 

‘Claudia,’ Locust (3d week) (1,500; 
$2.85). Wound up profitable stay 
with $14,000. Not om subscription 
last week ‘My Sister Eileen’ current 
for three-week run. 


EILEEN’ BAGS $80,000 
IN SEVEN L. A. WEEKS 


Los Angeles, April 7. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ closed seven- 
week run at the Diltmore theatre 
Saturday (4), grabbing estimated 
good $9,500 for Holy Week, and total 
of around $80,000 for the local en- 
gagement. Show céuld have stayed 
another month, hut prior bookings 
in San Francisco for repeat run pre- 
vented any holdover at this time. 

‘Life With Father’ opened at the 
Music Box, Hollywood, last night 
(Monday), with premiere, scaled at 
$5.50, catching the picture crowd. 
Half of the $5.50 seat tap, compris- 
ing the entire lower floor, will be 
turned over to the Red Cross. Dor- 
othy Gish and Louis Calhern are 
starred in the show, the third tour- 
ing company. 

















Up Weli in 2d Det. Week’ 


Detroit, April 7. 
Holding up well despite Holy 
second week at the Cass to an esti- 
mated $18,000. It was followed in 
yesterday (Monday) by Maurice 
Evans and Judith Anderson in ‘Mac- 
beth’, 

Meanwhile, with its bargain base- 
ment rates, ‘Sister Eileen’ continued 
to run at a steady pace with an ap- 
proximate $7,500 in its third week 
at the Shubert-Lafayette. Top here 
is $1.10. 


‘Eileen’ 10G in Toronto 


Toronto, April 7. 
Despite Holy Week, ‘My Sister 
Eileen’ grossed very good estimated 
$10,000 at the Royal Alexandra here, 
with 1,525-seater scaled at $2.50 plus 
war tax ($3). Business built steadily 
to near capacity at week’s end. 
Middle of week saw cast switch, 
with Georgette Leslie replacing Dor- 
othy Littlejohn in the name-role. 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘All’s Fair’ (‘The Warrior's 
Husband’)—D wight Deere 
Wiman. 

‘The Walking Gentleman’— 
Albert Lewis. 

‘Dream Echo’—Ben Levinson. 

‘Mexican Mural’—Robert 
Lewis. 

‘Autumn Hill’—Max Liebman. 

‘The Life of Reilly’—Harald 
Bromley, Day Tuttle, 

‘What Big Fars’—Daniel Blank, 
David Silberman. 











Inside Stuff—Legit a 


Billing setup for programs for Theatre Guild productions is considereq 
one of the most elaborate arid involved ever seen on Broadway. At the 
top of the program, under the heavy-type name of the Theatre Guild, jt 
reads in smaller type, ‘Administration: Theresa Helburn and Lawrence 
Langner.’ And at the bottom of the page, under the author, featured. 
player, director and designer credits, etc., it reads, ‘Production under the 
supervision of Lawrence Langner and Theresa Helburn.’ On alternate 
productions, Miss Helburn and Langner get first billing at the top of the 
page. And the one getting first billing above gets second billing at the 
bottom of the page. Thus, Miss Helburn gets first-billing above and 
second-billing below for one show, but second-billing above and first. 
billing below for the next show. Langer alternates. In addition, in the 
program for the engagement of ‘Without Love,’ at the Forrest, Philadel. 








@ | phia, last week, there was a house ad listing Miss Helburn and Langner 
Ue 9 | (in that order) as ‘administrative directors’ and below them, 10 other 


HAYES FINE 
$16,000 


Chicago, April 7. 

Of the four plays in town last 
week, one left Saturda: (4) and an- 
other will scram this Saturday (11). 
Last week’s exiter was ‘Candle In 
the Wind,’ which left the Erlanver 
after its scheduled three weeks. 
Show didn’t get muc!. good com- 
ment, but Helen Hayes moniker is 
such that it can overcome most any- 
thing. 

Leaving the Blackstone this week 
will be ‘Papa Is All,’ which will have 
played five weeks of a return date 
in Chicago. On Monday (12) the 
house will get ‘Good Night, Ladies.’ 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Angel Street,’ Harris (3d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Word-of-mouth is 
strong and press followup is helping, 
which indicates a run here for this 
show. Slumped in Holy Week to 
$10,000, but should hop right back 
currently. 

‘Blithe Spirit, Selwyn (7th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Also off, dipping to 
$10,000, but should bounce back. 

‘Candle In the Wind,’ Erlanger (3d 
and final week) (1,400; $3.30). Helen 
Hayes and the final week of the stay 
overcame all obstacles and finished 





to $16,000. 
‘Paps Is All,’ Blackstone (4th 
week) (1,200; $2.75). Low cost of 


operation kent this one ~oing, taking | 


$5,000 last week 


EVANS-ANDERSON GET 
GREAT $21,000 IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, April 7. 

Although under what the show has 
been doing in other key spots, better 
than $21,000 for Maurice Evans- 
Judith Anderson’s ‘Macbeth’ at the 
Nixon last week was considered ex- 
cellent in face of Holy Week and no 
complaints from either house or at- 
traction. First Shakespearean pro- 
duction of year here gave house sec- 
ond best opening of season, runner- 
up only to ‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ but 
Katharine Cornell got . $3.30 top 
against Evans-Anderson $2.75. Fell 
off in mid-week, however, and didn’t 
fully recover until Saturday, with 
Good Friday holding back the com- 
plete weekend lift. 


‘Macbeth’ drew strong balcony and 








gallery trade all week, result of 
strong advance campaign which 
lined up flock of school kids. Show 


drew raves in the three dailies and 
the enthusiasm continued in the 
daily columns right through the en- 
gagement. 

Nixon has ‘Panama Hattie’ current 
at $3.30 top. It’s a sueturn engage- 
ment, musical having previously 
played here early in Tansey. 


‘Henry’ Big $12,000 
And H.0.s in Seattle 


Seattle, April 7. 








Edward Everett Horton is being 
held for second week in ‘Spring- 
time for Henry,’ currently at the 


Metropolitan. House seats 1,500 and 
is scaled at $2.30 top. 

Horton is pulling a good type of 
ballyhoo, with some elass appear- 
ances about the town; the press 
club, and with the Royal Canadian 
band bally. Result was gross esti- 
mated at $12,000, big, in first week. 


‘Rhine’ 1026 in Buff. 


Buffalo, April 7. 
Three-day showing of ‘Watch on 
Rhine’ here last week at $3.30 top 
got good biz with the aid of the ATS 
subscription. 
Play garnered approximately 
$10,500. 











Cincinnati, April 7. 
ATS support was helpful for 
‘Watch on the Rhine,” tugging an es- 
timated $9,500 on four performances 
in last half of last week at the Taft 
theatre. ‘ 


officers of the organization. 





A resident of St. Louis started suit against John Golden because of 
advance publicity for ‘Claudia,’ which recently played the stand, but al- 
though the claimant changed his mind it cost the manager around $500, 
Postcards sent from out of town urged recipients to ‘meet Claudia,’ whom 
the signer, one fictitious Helen, was sure would be introduced by Golden, 
producer of the hit. Plaintiff alleged his wife read the card and became 
suspicious of him, therefore he felt damaged to the extent of $2,999. 

As the receipts and production were tied up, Golden was required to 
post bond for double the claim and engaged a lawyer. Plaintiff was 
ordered to file similar bond, but failed to do so up to the time limit set 
by the court, so the action was automatically dismissed. John Pollock, 
who is advance agent for the show, was coupled in the suit. He vehe- 
mently denied it was a press stunt and Golden backed him up on that. 
St.. Louis papers carried the story of the suit because it was a matter of 
record. One was caustic about it. 





Sale of defense stamps in New York legit lobbies and lounges is a nightly 
activity carried on by actresses regularly assigned by the American The- 
atre Wing. Theatres buy from $100 to $1,000 in stamps at a time, the 
girl sellers turning in the money and the stamps on hand after each per- 
formance. 

Accurate tab on the total sales so far has not been made, but there are 
considerable differences in the amounts disposed of. That is explained by 
the absence of sellers in several lobbies, also the fact that some houses 
have been selling stamps for a longer period than others. Easily the most 
successful spot is the Alvin (‘Lady in the Dark’), which was the first to 
start. With Gertrude Lawrence at one of the boxoffice windows, sales 
have been stimulated, her total up to this week topping $7,500. The Im- 
perial (‘Let’s Face It’) is second with $1,200, with the sale at the Lyceum 
(‘Junior Miss’) bettering $800. 

These figures do not include sales to the casts and choruses, many play- 
ers taking a percentage of their weekly pay in stamps and bonds. 





John* Lefflér intends producing on his own next season, but first must 
settle salary claims dating back 12 years, for whick he says he should not 
have been held responsible. Show was ‘Who Cares,’ a revue which a 
; group of Lambs put on at the 46th Street in the summer of 1930, although 
the club itself was not involved. Idea was to aid a bunch of layoffs, but 
‘Cares’ suddenly folded after five weeks. Ghost failed to walk the fifth 
week and no notice to close had been posted, management therefore being 
liable for two weeks’ pay. 

Leffler says ke was ‘a sucker to bill myself as the producer,’ indicating 
he acted as manager as a favor to the players. However, he signed con- 
tracts and is held responsible by Equity, which never recognizes the 
statute of limitations so far as unpaid salaries are concerned. Claims 
amount to around $2,000, due to several vaudeville acts. Payroll was 
considerably higher, but the Lambs contingent declined to file claims. 





It was assumed that the backers of ‘Life With Father,’ Empire, N. Y., 
would have the privilege of investing in ‘The Moon is Down,’ but it is 
known that some ot them are not in on the John Steinbeck drama which 
Oscar” Serlin opened at the Beck, N. Y., last night (7). Indicated that 
personal differences between them and the manager is the explanation, 
and it is understood that some percentages of participation were pared 
down by Serlin. 

Looks like a cinch investment for all concerned in ‘Moon,’ regardless of 
how the play is received on Broadway. Book’s click virtually insures a 
big Hollywood price. 

Still looked forward to by backers of ‘Father’ is the picture money 
from that comedy. Original company is expected to play into another 
season in New York and will certainly be toured again, with film rights 
not to be disposed of until some time in the future. 





Mutuel ticket men, newest union to enter the race track field, are pick- 
eting the Jamaica, N. Y., track, which opens its season tomorrow (9). It 
is understood to be a separate outfit from the admission ticket sellers, 
who won quick recognition last season with thc backing of the teamsters 
union. Thréat from the latter was to cease vanning of horses, feed and 
supplies into or out of the tracks. Jimmy Murphy and Morris Seamon, 
the ticket sellers’ business agents, are advising the mutuel men, indicat- 
ing that IATSE (stage hands) figures in the situation. 

Principal object of the mutuel union is to obtain more berths at the play 
and payoff windows. Comparatively few boxoffice men have been seen at 
the windows since the mutuels came in and it is said that such jobs are 
obtained with the aid of political connections. 





From ticket broker to chicken farmer is_the broad jump of Louis 
Ringleheimer, better known as Ringler, who “eserted Broadway for the 
open spaces of the middle west. Ringler, a partner in the Louis Cohn 
ticket agency, sold his interest to Joey Deutsch and Bill Sullivan, who 
are now associated with Cohn’s widow in the ticket office, located on West 
52nd street. 

Cohn agency was one of the best known on 42nd street, adjacent to the 
New Amsterdam in the iegit heyday of that theatre. 





Officials of the Hedgerow Theatre, all-year-round strawhat at Moylan, 
Pa., about 18 miles from Philly, are seriously considering transferring their 
activities to some playhouse in Philadelphia, because of the imminent 
cut-down of motor travel due to wartime restrictions on gas and tires. 


‘HELLZ’ GOOD $18,500 | ‘CORN’ GOOD $14,000 IN 
AGAINST FILM IN HUB| ST. L. HOLY W’K SLUMP 


Boston, April 7. St. Louis, April_7. 
Only opposition ‘Hellzapoppin’ had ‘The Corn Is Green’, with Ethel 


i d 
last week (4th) was Holy Week, but | Barrymore in the top role, closet 
that only cut it down to estimated 


theatre Saturday (4) with a good 
$18,500, very good. The picture |b.o. record. With the house scaled 
opened at the Keith Memorial 


to $2.80, eight performances grossed 
Wednesday (1), but has yet shown 











town 








estimated $14,000. Crix helped over- 
no ill effects on the legit version. 


come Holy Week lethargy in this 
‘High Kickers’ opened Saturday 
(4) and ‘Without Love’ came in Mon- 
day (6), with capacity for the entire 
two weeks for the Katharine Hep- 
burn starrer practically guaranteed 
'by the advance sale. . : 








heavily populated Catholic 
with swell raves. 

House is dark currently, but re- 
opens Monday (20) with ‘Macbeth’. 
to be followed by ‘Watch on the 
Rhine’, which will ring down the 
curtain on the current seasor. 
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Maurice Evans, playing ‘Macbeth’ at Nixon last week, finally stood 
as much as he could of the whistling and loud giggling trom preponder- 
antly school-age audiences during his love scenes with Lady Macbeth 
(Judith Anderson). At the Wednesday (1) matinee he stepped out of 
character at intermission to give the kids a lFeart-to-heart talk. Evans 
spoke in front of the curtain for five minutes, explaining that their 
behavior was unnerving the performers and hurting the performance, 


and then asked all those who were 
first time to raise their hands. 
Nearly half of the packed house 


thought so.’ Star then went on to ask the youngsters to show some 


consideration for the cast, thereby 


Evans got the young crowd in his corner immediately by refraining 
from speaking heatedly. He asked for just half a break. There wasn’t 
as much as a single peep out of them all through the second act. 





EQUITY MAY 
WEED OUT 
AGENTS 


Several legit casting agents may 
be dropped from Equity’s authorized 
list because of inactivity and failure 
to pay the required $25 annual fee. 
It was first understood that all had 
paid after a majority held back until 
Equity definitely refused to enter 
into a basic agreement with the 
agents. Three have not complied 
with the fee requirement, however, 
saying they haven’t got the coin. 

There are 35 agents licensed by 
Equity. Estimated that there is not 
enough legit production to keep 
more than 15 occupied—so far as 
shows are concerned. Reports on 
engagements obtained filed every 
three months reveal that some cast- 
ers place only a few actors with 
shows, one indicating that not a sin- 
gle engagement was obtained. Such 
agents will be forced to discontinue 
in the legit field. Reports do not 
cover agents’ activities in other 
amusements. 


N.Y. GOV. GETS NEW 
CHILD LABOR BILL 


Albany, April 7. 


Governor Lehman has before him 
for approval or disapproval Assem- 
blyman Harold B. Ehrlich’s bill 
which establishes a uniform system 
for regulating the employment of 
children under 16 in all branches of 
show business. The measure, which 
is a redraft of one vetoed by the 
Governor last year because certain 
provisions were not clear, requires 
the written consent of local Board 
of Education officials. The permits 
are to be granted if and when educa- 











tion officials decide that such em-| 
Church | 
and school] exhibitions and amateur | 


ployment is not harmful. 
productions are exempt. 

So are sustaining radio broadcasts, 
totaling not more than an hour a 


week, at a time when they do not in- | 
terfere with school attendance. A| 


permit would have to be obtained 
for commercial radio work. 
could be issued for as long as six 
months. 





Lederer in ‘Pursuit’ 


For New England Tour 





Hollywood, April 7. 

Francis Lederer went east this 
weekend for a tour in ‘The Pursuit 
of Happiness’ through New England. 

He closes the show May 16 and 
returns to the Coast for the lead in 
the Civic Operetta Festival’s ‘Music 
in the Air.’ 





Florence Reed Hurt 





Florence Reed, guest-starring in a 
production of Racine’s ‘Aphalia’ at 
Catholic University, Washington, re- 
cently, tripped and fell on the stage, 
breaking her right thumb. She has 
her arm in a sling and has been 
forced to discontinue most of her 
American Theatre Wing activities 
temporarily, 

Although suffering intense pain, 
the actress did not know the injury 
was a bone break until she returned 


New York the day after her mis- 
ap., 


Pittsburgh, April 7. 


seeing a legit performance for the 
did so, and Evans commented: ‘I 


giving themselves a break as well. 


WILLIAM HANSEN HURT 


Out of ‘Macbeth’ as Result of Leg 
Fracture 








Pittsburgh, April 7. 

Maurice Evans-Judith Anderson 
company of ‘Macbeth’ left Pittsburgh 
for Detroit Sunday (5) without 
William Hansen, one of the principal 
supporting actors, who was confined 
to the Mercy hospital with a broken 
leg, suffered in a hotel room fall 
right after final performance of the 
show here at Nixon Saturday night 
(4). Injury will probably keep 
Hansen, who plays the drunken 
porter and also one of the three 
witches, out of ‘Macbeth’ for the re- 
maining seven weeks of its tour. 

Allan Atwater, company manager, 
Said a substitute actor would be 
brushed up for the twin roles be- 
tween time troupe left here, and last 
night’s (Monday) opening in De- 
troit. 


PROFITS SMOOTH WINGS 
OF “ANGEL’S’ ANGELS 


Differences between the angels of 
‘Angel Street,’ at the Golden, N.Y., 
and on the road, have been straight- 
ened out and the first material dis- 
bursement of profits has been made. 
Total amount of the melon was not 
disclosed, but the backers received 
$200 for each $500 invested. English 
meller is the first hit presented by 
Shephard Traube, who turned ‘An- 
gel’ into a money maker after it had 
been kicked around in stock under 
the title of ‘Gaslight.’ There was 
some dispute over the percentage 
owned by several backers. 

Understood that the decision to cut 
up the profits was made to satisfy 
the stockholders. Most of the $500 
investors are occupied in Coast 
studios, venture being a California 
corporation called ‘Gaslight, Inc.’ 
The meeting which ordered the dis- 
bursement was held in Hollywood. 











Equity Hearing on Charges 
Vs. Mary Boland Tues. (14) | 


The charges against Mary Boland 








This | 


filed by the Theatre Guild, which 
alleges she breached her contract 
by walking out on ‘The Rivals’ after 
two performances in Chicago last 
month, will be heard by Equity’s | 
council in N.Y. next Tuesday (14). 
That is a postponed date, the hearing 
having been set back at Miss 
Boland’s request, but whether she 
will come from the Coast for the 
hearing is not definite. Star claimed 
she withdrew from the revival be- 
cause of illness, but the Guild ques- 
tions if she was any more indisposed 


Fischer In Blanket Denial 
Of Herczeg-Flick Charges 


Clifford C. Fischer, who is being 
sued in N.Y. supreme court by Geza 
Herczeg and Pat. C. Flick over the 
rights to the play, ‘Beauty for Rent,’ 
filed an answer in that court which 
purporis to put the shoe on the other 
foot. Fischer not only denies plain- 
tiffs’ charges that he failed to pay 
royalties, live up to his agreement 
to produce the play, and is interfer- 
ing with its prospective sale to other 
legit and film producers, but states 
that the plaintiffs are all at fault, 
that the play is his, and if anyone 
was negligent it was the two au- 
thors. 

Fischer’s answer claims that Herc- 
zeg failed to write the play that, in 
essence was agreed to originally by 
Fischer and Herczeg. The author 
and his assistant, Flick, took so much 
time to deliver the completed play 
that the possibility of it being pro- 
duced for Fischer’s original purpose 
were lost, Fischer claims. Advance 
royalties of $250 were paid, the latter 
adds, contrary to the complaint, 
which states no royalties were given. 
Fischer asks that the plaintiff’s plea 
that the court grant them exclusive 
rights to the production be denied. 


ROTARY STOCK 
PLANS PERKING 


While preparations for country 
summer stock are slowly unfolding, 
rotary stocks in more populous com- 
munities are being readied. Some of 
the latter will be opened on the 
theory that where war manufactur- 
ing is going full blast, theatricals 
will be welcomed. 

Frank McCoy, who is operating at 
the Lafayette, Detroit, proposes add- 
ing Buffalo and Toronto. J. J. Lev- 
enthal aims to develop a rotary 
stock group in the metropolitan area. 
He has entered into a deal to play 
pop shows in: the Windsor, Bronx, 
and Flatbush, Brooklyn. Among 
those to be added are Cedarhurst, 
L. I., and Passaic, N. J. 

Under the rules, rotary stock may 
not be given in more than five stands 
under the same management. If a 
larger number are used, it is classed 
a circuit and as such would be on a 
product basis, more costly to operate. 


‘GUESTS’ GOOD BIZ 
CANCELS SALARY CUTS 


Arrangement between the man- 
agement of ‘Guest In The House,’ 
Plymouth, N. Y., and the cast, where- 
by the latter agreed to a 33% salary 
cut provided business did not better 


an even break, has expired. Dur- 
ing the month the deal existed the 
players received full pay, indicating 
that the management’s protective 
measure was not really necessary. 
Cut agreement called for slicing if 
the gross was under $8,000, later 
amended to $9,000. 

‘Guest’, regarded as controversial 
among reviewers, consistently bet- 
tered both levels. Although attend- 
ance dipped during Holy Week, gross 
is expected to regain the mounting 
pace of the early weeks. No further 
deal for reducing salaries is antici- 
pated. 

Play was produced by Paul and 




















when the show went to Chicago than 
|when it played N.Y. 

| Tour was limited, Margaret Ang- 
| iin having replaced Miss Boiand, but 
business on the road was light. 
'Closing of ‘The Rivals’ released 
Bobby Clark, who has been signed 
ifor a spring revue planned by Mike 
Todd, who calls it ‘a burlesque show,’ 
labelled ‘Star and Garter.’ Gypsy 
Rose Lee is slated to co-star with 
Clark. 








New Premium Bill 





Albany, April 7. 


|Stephen Ames, it being the first man- 
|agerial venture of the downtown 
| brokers. Duo was disappointed over 
| the notices and a swift closing was 
|talked about. Play is now in its 
|seventh week. 


| — 


| 


'MOZELLE BRITTON BETTER 





Recuperating in Catskills After 


Several Operations 
Mozelle Britton, who left the cast 
of ‘Separate Rooms’ in New York 
last season because of illness, is re- 
ported virtually recovered and re- 





Senator Frederic R. Coudert, Man- 
hattan Republican, has introduced al 
bill which provides that the maxi- 
mum premium requirements for) 
tickets to theatres and amusement | 
places shall not apply to opera, con- | 
certs, recitals, games or sporting 
events where stubs are sold or al- 


turn privilege. 





last year, 


cuperating at Loomis, N. Y., in the 
Catskills. Miss Britton, who is the 
wife of Alan Dinehart, says that 


| several operations were necessary as 


the result of a motor car accident. 
Dinehart is leaving for Hollywood 


lotted to licensees without the re-| for picture assignments, but is due 


back by the end of the season to pre- 


Mi Britton will be in thc. cast. 


He sponsored a similar measure| sent ‘Rooms’ in summer theatres. 


Death of ‘Ladder’s 


Fabulous Backer Who 


Author Recalls 





Sime and ‘The Ladder’ 


Late Alfred Greason (Rush) 
favorably reviewed “The Ladder’ for 
‘Variety’ when it first opened in 
N. Y. More than a year later Sime 
covered the play for a second time, 
the boxoffice man almost falling 
over when someone paid for tickets. 
Sime fell asleep and because he 
snored was ‘thrown out of the joint,’ 
he said. People he indicates in the 
review are his wife, Hattie, and his 
son, Sid, present publisher of 
‘Variety’. 


THE LADDER 


(2d-Review) 
(Nov. 16, 1927) 

"Twas 20 years ago when the first 
argument arose over snoring. 

That brought about the initial set 
of twin beds. 

Nice beds, too. Years afterwards 
she said the brass kind had gone out 
of style—only wood now. 

Twin beds are but the beginning 
of the end. 

About five years later and the boy 
at military school, she said it was 
awful. He had better take the boy’s 
room. 

You can’t be suspicious of a red- 
head. They are too smart. 

Either they blow or stick. 

And there was the boy. 

So the moral divorce commenced. 

All over a snore. 

But ever that accusation of snor- 
ing was denied. 

And the redhead persisted. 

It was her reason if not her ex- 
cuse. 

You can commit murder 
have a reason. 

Those twin beds were and sep- 
arate rooms are. 

And so—— 

‘Please excuse me, sir, but you are 
disturbing the audience.’ 

It was at the Lyric. 

On a Saturday night. 

Where was the audience? 

And who owned that soft voice? 

An usherette. 

Down front was the audience. 

32 people. 

On a Saturday night. 

To see ‘The Ladder.’ 

In its 56th week, 

At least 20 of the people had paid. 

But that usherette was the red 
head’s justification. 

She had heard a snore. 

And located it. 

On the aisle. 

Oh, boy! 

On the outside of the theatre the 
embarrassed snorer told the boys. 

They felt sad anyway. 

Except the guy who had the rent 
guaranteed. 

And they didn’t know the answer. 

Or they wouldn’t say. 

One said ‘he,’ meaning the angel, 
was very charitable. 

And so far he had only lost $800,- 
000 on “The Ladder,’ in New York. 

Yes, he had money. 

Nice payer off. 

Away now. 

But had the Lyric on a six-week 
rental. 

And who was the blonde in the 
play? 

Carrol McComas. 

Yes? 

Nice job for Carroll. 

Yes! 

And what was the play about? 

Who knew? 

Would Mr. Davis go for a million? 

Probably. 

What did the audience of 32 in a 
capacity of 1,400 think of the play? 

Who can tell? 

But the fact remained that that 
usherette settled the question of 
snoring after 20 years. 

And the redhead still sticks. 

With the boy now out of school. 

And all discovered for $3.30. 

Sd it breaks. Sime. 
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‘Ice’ Posts Notice, But 
Biz Showing Increase 





Provisional notice for the long 
running ‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center, 
Radio City, has been posted, but a 
definite closing date is undecided. 
Last week the gross dropped to 
around $16,500, but two Sunday (5) 
performances drew $7,000, or nearly 
50% of that figure, and, with 13 per- 
formances this (Easter) week, tak- 
ings may virtually double the busi- 
ness of Holy Week. 

Plans of Arthur M. Wirtz and 
Sonja Henie call for rehearsing a 
new ice revue next month for a new 
show in June. Stated that the freez- 
ing plant will not be dismantled in 
the interim. A concert has been 
booked for the Center next Sun- 
day (12), a platform covering the 
ice surface. Another possible book- 
ing is the San Carlo opera outfit, 
which would play a limited engage- 
ment. ; 





vr 
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Lost $1,250,000 


By JACK PULASKI 
J. Frank Davis, 
newspaperman whose play ‘The 
Ladder’ was backed by Edgar B. 
Davis, not related, died Monday (6) 
at the age of 71, in San Antonio, 
Texas. Demise revives the back- 
ground of the most extraordinary 
adventure into show business by a 
multi-millionaire businessman. 
Edgar Davis was the one lime- 


lighted, not the author, for although 
the rubber and oil magnate wished 
to remain in the background, his 
persistance in keeping the show go- 
ing terminated only after he spent 
$1,250,000 on a ‘run’ of slightly more 
than two years, 

The wealthy Davis first cleaned up 
a fortune in Walkover shoes, then 
went to Texas, where he struck oil 
instantly in the Luling field. He 
sold out for $12,000,000, most of 
which he gave away down there and 
in grants to the state of Massa- 
chusetts. Davis, the former re- 
porter and editor of the Boston 
Herald, Tribune and Traveler at 
various times, was living in San An- 
tonio after an accident curtailed 
his newspaper activities, he having 
slipped on a boat which met Admiral 
Peary who was returning from the 
North Pole. 

The Davises talked things over 
and the millionaire gommissioned 
the writer to turn out ‘The Ladder,’ 
based on the backer’s reincarnation 
theory, Edgar Davis brought the play 
to New York and asked Brock Pem- 
berton, a personal friend, to produce 
it, putting $40,000 in the bank for 
that purpose, then starting on a trip 
around the world. When he re- 
turned the money was intact and 
Davis was all the more determined 
to see it presented. 


Promising Tryouts 


Pemberton tried out the play in 
New Haven, then in Stamford, where 
it received an ovation, after which 
Detroit saw it. ‘The Ladder’ 
opened at the Mansfield, N. Y., in 
October, 1926. Immediately there- 
after Edward Knobloch was called 
in for rewriting and thereafter there 
were plenty of revisions by various 
persons and it seemed to those in the 
cast that there was a new act every 
day. But Davis, the oil man, was sole 
arbiter of what material was to be 
used and what was to be tossed 
aside. 


former Boston 


Pemberton Walked 


So Pemberton withdrew and Davis 
carried on, although the show 
opened and suspended several times 
over a two-year period, finally end- 
ing in November, 1928. The actors 
didn’t mind because they were paid 
top salaries—some never getting so 
much before, while theatre man- 
agers were guaranteed rent and all 
|expenses. “The Ladder’ moved from 
the Mansfield to the Lyric, thence to 
the Waldorf (razed) and finally to 
the Cort, with the rent always on the 
line. Davis visited backstage when 
in town and always gave away $20 
gold pieces as tokens to the players. 

Admission to the ‘Ladder’ was 
technically $3.30 top, but for months, 
admission was gratis. At such times 
the house was sometimes filled. 

Davis is down is Texas standing by 

un-tapped oil properties that will 
| bring him another bonanza. Many 
people with ideas for shows have 
| tried to reach him, but the shrewd 
| Yankee Davis is content to be known 
| as a one-show-baeker, 
During the world cruise men- 
| tioned, Davis visited Sumatra, in the 
| center of present Pacific hostilities. 
|}He conceived the idea of rubber 
|plantations rather than the wild 
grewth from which the gum was 
formeriy obtained. He soid the 
| plantation idea to the United States 
| Rubber Co. for $1,000,000. 








Share of Treasurers’ 


Benefit Net to ATW 


Treasurers Club’s annual benefit 
ball, which will be held at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., next Sunday (12), 
will have a midway, all proceeds of 
which will be turned over to the 
American Theatre Wing and its 
Stage Door Canteen. A percentage 
of the net otherwise will also be 
similarly donated, although all such 
money heretofore went into the box- 
office men’s relief and burial fund. 

Treasurers have been active in war 
relief right- along. When the drive 
for Wing support was made they 
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‘ei SEP ‘Jewish’ Rebuttal Nixed to go after certain SS 
: ’ _ F ‘. riters d members o ongress 
a | Milton Mayer's piece, ‘The Case | Writers an : ong 
ste Against the Jew’ in a recent Satur- | 2nd the Senate who are criticizing 
Pita 4 ileal ‘ a. | Walter Wincheil for his aggressive 
4 i d«y Evening Post, deemed by many stand on U. S, military and foreign 
an 3 th: ‘worst’ of three articles on ‘the |°"". .& 
ay | fs Phar policy. Members of the group, some 
aa 3 Jewish question’ — Judge Jerome : 
; Frank and Waldo Frank, no rela- |, Whom don’t approve of t 
‘¢ hades _ bd a ‘c my Pinca columnist on other grounds, agree 
: wee, Wrets ~ = aniligae cg ' | with him on war policy. Certain of 
:) 3 erp d not get a rebuttal fron . them don’t want to support him 
i ; of national prominence bn — same directly, partly because they believe 
+ weekly. While anonymousty *°lhe is in position through his own 
chia mentioned, that ma. may be Wen- | cyndication to take care of himself 
# ee dell Willkie. The SEP editors, for | But they figure on writing articles 
meet the present, are of the opinion that /asainst those who attack him, 
such rebuttal will come only when, as | notably his arch-antagonist of the 
and if there’s enough clamor. Right | moment, ‘Cissie’ Patterson. 
:t now the Curtis Publishing Co., 





through its new editor, Ben Hibbs, 
: is inclined to wind the matter up, 
| = and not continue rehashing and re- 


New Army Paper 


New Army paper, edited and man- 
aged by Army personnel but with 


j viving what is already a delicate ‘the counsel of top-notchers of the 
eat tel y inane problem. newspaper and magazine world, will 
neidentally, Mayer's brother, make its bow in the near future, the 


Howie Mayer, who heads a Chi pub- 
licity organization, was embarrassed 
personally by a chain of events that 
tied in coincidentally with the Post 
article. Milton Mayer panned the 
1 Chi Sun in The Nation, although 
brother Howie had the Sun as a 
publicity account. The Anti-Defama- 
tion League is another Howie Mayer 
client, and iconoclastic brother Mil- 


War Department in Washington 
promised Thursday (2), 

Christened ‘Yank,’ and planned by 
two members of the staff of ‘The 
Stars and Stripes’—famous Army 
weekly published in France during 
World War I—the new paper will 
be published under the supervision 
of the Special Services Branch of 
’ . the Army, of which Brigadier Gen- 
MP) ton put the heat on that also in the | era] Frederick H. Osborn is chief. 
/ / SEP story. In both instances, the |The new weekly will not compete 

clients wanted to know how come | with camp or unit publications, of 

| one brother couldn't control the | which about 350 are now being pub- 
: j other brother's attacks. lished with the encouragement of 

7 Most concrete aftermath of the | the War Department. 

/ Mayer piece came Monday (6), when Hold-overs from the staff of ‘Stars 
i a stockholder in the Curtis Publish- | ang Stripes’ are Adolph Shelby Ochs, 
ing Co., which owns the Post, asked | general manager of the Chattanooga 

H the U. S. district court in Philly to] ('renn.) Times. and Egbert White, 
4 compel the mag to abandon its/y.p. of the New York advertising 
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‘isolationist’ policies and stop pub-|frm of Batten, Barton. Durstine & 
lishing articles which tend to incite! Osborn. Both men serve as mem- 
racial feeling. In his suit, George | bers of a subcommittee of the Joint 
E Wanderman, of N. Y., declared Army and Navy Advisory Commit- 
that the policies are injurious to the tee, together with Robert Martin 
(Be financial interests of the 25,500 Cur- | Fuoss, m.e. of the Saturday Evening 
ery | tis stockholders and ultimately will | post, and Alfred C. Strasser, art edi- 
i result in ‘the complete dissipation’ | tor of Liberty Magazine. 
mea | of the company’s good will. No advertising will be carried in 
Wanderman, who owns 50 of the | the new Army rag. Most of the staff 
. 3,393,821 shares of common out- | will be enlisted men and special edi- 
i oe standing, said Post policy had al-/| tions are planned for the major task 
i 2 ready caused many subscription can- | forces of the Armv ‘wherever they 
; cellations and many advertisers to imay be located ; throughout the 
i refuse to renew contracts. He| world.’ Editions will be printed 
i pointed to Mayer’s article as having locally from mats shipped by air, 
BE aE . especially antagonized both readers |‘wherever feasible” it was an- 
Ns f and advertisers. Wanderman also | nounced. 
asked the court to direct the com- 
{ pany to withhold salaries of 10 of- 
{ ficers and directors, whom he named 
as co-defendants. 














Public Can ‘Cure’ Newspapers 


Marshall Field’s new Chicago Sun, 
in an unusual editorial which it re- 
; Authors’ Plan of Attack ou SEP | Produced and broadsided through- 
a | R si ; ; 1.., | out the country, declared it had not 

ecent resignation of Wesley \‘come to Chicago’ to ‘get’ any other 


Winans Stout as editor of the} . os : 
. Saturday Evening Post, coming just | PE WSPaPer, Scape the urging of Hs 


a couple of weeks before that mag’s | friends ” ‘campaign for the wor 
publication of the controversial “The | P™&SS!0 of disloyal publications.’ 
Case Against the Jew’ article. fore- | Although no other paper was men- 
stalled a savage attack on the vetaen 1 tioned, the reference was obvious. 
zine by novelist Rex Stout (no rela-} ‘We are well aware that the Cop- 
tion) on the ‘Voice of Freedom’) Pethead press is daily jeopardizing 
program on WMCA, New York.| °Ur chances of winning the war,’ the 
ese Broadcast was scheduled for March/ SU stated. ‘But there’s only one 
he i 11, but edoitor Stout’s bowout the; 4Merican way to still the voices of 
; ey ff previous day necessitated rewriting} 'Teason and despair. 
at the script and dropping the criticism, | 2’0used public, finally aware that it 
it has now been learned. | has been bilked, to ostracize the of- 
Understood that a number of name! fenders. Newspapers cannot exist 
authors had been increasingly irate | without readers.’ 
at the Post’s isolationist policies and | 
what they regarded as its covert | New York Post’s Tab Format 
anti-Semitism since last summer. | New York Post on Monday (6) 
' They were not submitting stories or| went tabloid for the second time in 
Pin ogg mag, _ were giving | its 14-year career. It also acquired 
<% . = 3 tve gga rma [ new publisher, Mrs. Dorothy 
f /j ee they were starting | Schiff Backer, wife of the former 
al agitation and discussion gy George L. Backer, who an- 


the mag’s policies in the trade. nounced he stepped out because of 
The authors were convinced that} j}} health 
was responsible for the Pest policy| qqititial issue in the new size was 
| o- Saedin “Gieets anti —_ os a combination of modern 
PAG ay largely a personal blast, was can-| 
‘SE met celled when the resignation became | 
: known. The authors who were un-|! 
officially cooperating in the anti-! 
Post campaign are convinced ‘that| 
Ben Hibbs, who succeeded Stout as! 
editor of the magazine, is opposed to 
his predecessor’s policies and _ is 
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Post, mostly the latter. Front page 
was typically tab; inside the general 
layout stuck closely to the Post's 
former appearance. 





cake art in the front of the paper. 
blameless in the publication of the Centre double-truck was given over 
ie explosive article by Milton Mayer to pictures, also a resemblance to 
‘ f 5 about the Jews. They have therefore | the standard tabs, with one pretty 
} 
: 





discontinued their drive against the | Juicy hunk of leg art. Photo 
however, was dis- 


Post. | reproduction, 

Meanwhile, virtually the same) ‘tinctly not in the manner of the 
group of authors is planning a cam-| New York News, Mirror and PM, 
paign along somewhat similar lines | all very fussy about how their pic- 
against such outstanding isolationist | tures come up. 
publishers as Col. Robert R. Mc-| Paper is about 1% inches longer 
Cormick, of the Chicago Tribune;| than the standard tab page. 
his associate Capt. J. M. Patterson,; First issue ran 72 pages and was 
of the N. Y. Daily News, and the heavily packed with advertising, 
latter’s sister, Eleanor ‘Cissie’ Pat-| Virtually all of it local retail. 
terson, of the Washington Times-| Women’s pages, sports, theatre, films. 
Herald. Idea of the group is to, financial sections are all pretty much 
write articles attacking the three! the same as in the former Past. All 
isolationist publishers and to place) the old features are there—Dorothy 
the material, free if necessary, in any, Thompson, Sam Grafton, Leonard 
ae and all magazines and newspapers; Lyons. Superman, etc.—plus a few 
uf willing to print it. jnmew ones. Latter include Crane 
5 | Ina similar way, the authors aim | psychology column, daily short story, 
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That is for an} 


tab journalism and the former N. Y. | 


Major conces- | 
sion to tabloidiana was a generous | 
application of self-conscious cheese- | 


daily serial story, etiquette column, 
health column, food column, and two 
new comics. 
New-size sheet was launched with 
| a big ad campaign in the other N. Y. 
| dailies and with a heavy sked of 
| spot announcements on local sta- 
| tions. There was also much play 
|given Mrs. Backer. N. Y. Times 
| interviewed her and the debut edi- 
| tion of her own paper carried her 
picture twice, once with her by- 
llined interview with Mayor La- 
Guardia and once watching a make- 
|}up man lock up the new page one, 
| Aside from the 5c Saturday edi- 
|tion in tab size the past few weeks, 
| the last time the Post appeared in 
|abbreviated format was in _ 1933. 
| Owned by Cyrus H. K. Curtis (Cur- 
'tis Publishing Co.) then, it was fail- 
ing miserably and the switch to tab 
size was made in hope of rejuvenat- 
ing it. The then ultra-conservate 
sheet was no go, however, in the 
| dress of gaudier journalism and Cur- 
'tis a short time later sold the Post 
‘to J. David Stern, who immediately 
| returned it to full-size. 
| Five-and-one-half years Stern had 
| the sheet were a constant and un- 
successful battle to get it out of the 
red ink and the Backers have been 
having the same difficulties since 
they took it over in June, 1939. Big 
help on that score has been the for- 
tune Mrs. Backer acquired from her 
grandfather, Jacob H. Schiff, banker 
and philanthropist, and her father, 
Mortimer L. Schiff. 

Changes in the Post administrative 
staff include the promotion of exec 
editor Ted Thackrey to editor and 
assistant publisher. Paul A. Tierney, 
foreign affairs editor, becomes man- 
aging editor, and Gilbert Cant, Tier- 
ney’s former assistant, steps up to 
foreign affairs editorship. 





Would Bar Social Justice From Mails 


Charging that Social Justice, the 
weekly newspaper founded by 
Father Charles E. Coughlin, is anti- 
British, anti-Roosevelt, anti-Jewish, 
anti-Communist and _ obstructionist 
to the war effort, a petition has 
been filed with Federal authorities 
asking that it be barred from the 
mails. The petition bore more than 
5,000 signatures, including the ex- 

(Continued on page 55) 





Current Road Shows 


(April 8-18) 

‘Angel Street’ (2d Co.)—Harris, 
Chi. (8-18). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 
Victory, Dayton (8); Shea’s, Erie, 
Pa. (9); Colonial, Akron (10); Park, 
Youngstown (11); Paramount, Tol- 
edo (13); Hanna, Cleve. (14-18). 

‘Blithe Spirit’ (2d Co.)—Selwyn, 
Chi. (8-18). 

‘Blossom Time”—Walnut, 





Philly 


| (8-18). 


‘Candle in the Wind’—Bijou, 
| Chattanooga (8); Erlanger, Atlanta 
| (9-11); Lanier Aud., Montgomery, 
| Ala. (13): Temple, Birmingham (14- 
15); Ryman Aud., Nashville (16); 
| Aud., Memphis (17-18). 


‘Claudia’ (N. Y. Co.)—National, 
| Wash, (8-11); Ford’s, Balto (13-18). 
| ‘Claudia’ (2d Co.)—Melba, Dallas 
(8); Worth, Ft. Worth (9); Para- 
| mount, Austin (10); Texas, San An- 
| tonio (11); Music Hall, Houston (13- 
114); City Aud., Beaumont, (15); 
| Munic. Aud., Shreveport (16); Munic. 
| Aud., New Orleans (17-18). 


‘Corn Is Green’—Cox, Cincy (8); 
| Erlanger, Buffalo (9-11); Cass, De- 
troit (13-18), 

‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, 
| Chi. (12-18), 
| ‘Hellzapoppin’ (N. Y. Co.)—Majes- 
| tic, Boston (8-18). 
‘Hellzapoppin’ (2d Co.)—Erlanger, 
| Buffalo (8); Strand, Ithaca, N. Y. 
| (9); Masonic Aud., Rochester, N. Y. 
(10-11); National, Wash. (13-18). 


‘High Kickers’—Shubert, Boston 
(8-18). 
| ‘Life With . Father’ (2d Co.)— 
| Geary, S. F. (8-18). 
| ‘Life With Father’ .(3d .Co.)— 
| Music Box, L. A. (8-18). 
| ‘Macbeth’—Cass, Detroit (8-11); 
| English, Indianapolis (13-15); Taft 


| Aud., Cincy (16-18). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Cur- 
ran, S. F. (8-18). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ 
cust, Philly (8-18). 
‘Native Son’—Flatbush, Brooklyn 
(14-19). 
‘Panama ‘Hattie’ — Nixon, Pitt. 
(8-11); Forrest, Philly (13-18). 


(3d Co.)—Lo- 


‘Papa Is_ All’—Studebaker, Chi. 
(8-18). 
‘Watch on the Rhine’—English, 


| Indianapolis (8); Hartman, Colum- 
bus, O. (9-11); Nixon, Pitt (13-18). 
‘Without Loye’—Colonial, Boston 
(8-18), 
*Yesterday’s Magic’—Forrest, Phil- 
ly (8-11), 





- Plays Out of Town 





CATCH AS CATCH CAN 


Los Angeles, April 1. 


Comedy in three acts, written by Bay 
Morris and N. Brewster Morse; staged by 
William P. Carleton; presented at the 
Mayan, Los Angeles, week April 1, °42, by 
the Hollytown Theatre Association. $1.10 
top. 





Program notes given to patrons at 
the opening of ‘Catch as Catch Can’ 
say about Bay Morris, co-author 
with N. Brewster Morse, that ‘she 


asked him to rewrite some of it for 
her and he did,’ and that this ‘is her 
first play and she says she hopes it 
will be her last.’ 


That about tells the story, as far 
as the writing is concerned. The 
play is a studied comedy of manners, 
with the emotions of a lot of un- 
interesting characters getting all 
mixed up, going nowhere, saying 
nothing. Chief reason for there be- 
ing any interest in it at all is that 
Jeanine Crispin, who appeared in 
French films with Jean Gabin, ap- 
pears in it in her first English-speak- 
ing role. Miss Crispin is blonde and 
lovely to the eye. She has a fresh, 
naive quality in her personality and 
acts adequately. She would be okay 
for pictures here, and Warners has 
signed her for a role in “The Con- 
stant Nymph.’ 

William P. Carleton’s direction is 

mediocre. Among the players un- 
able to score in the very bad play 
are Gilbert Allen, Dede Barrington, 
Carole Gray, Jodie Gray, Roger 
Gray, Kathryn Keys, Enest Wyatt, 
Elyse Durand, Vance Gordon, Di- 
ane Thorp, Letitia Fay, Carl Newbert 
and Addie Belle. 
‘Catch as Catch Can’ moved into 
the Mayan after playing four weeks 
at the Hollytown (little theatre) As- 
sociation’s house. It serves only to 
showcase Miss Crispin. Dag. 


MUSIC TO MY EARS 


Hollywood, April 1. 


Musical revue in two acts presented by 
George King, Les Carson, Alan Gordon; 
directed by King; music, Jack Lomas and 
Teddy Fink; lyrics, King; sketches, Car- 
son: settings and costumes, Dick Jackson. 

Cast: Sidney Miller, Red Knight, Wally 
Castel, Tut Mace, Jeanette Rollins, Jackie 
Boyle, Do Meyer, Claire Jennings, Helen 
Huntley, Jerry Hilliard, Linda Sterling, 
Bruce Lord; at Troupers Theatre, Holly- 


wood, April 1, °42; $2.20 top. 





There’s a good title wasted on this 
mostly amateur effort, which show- 
cases the talents of a passel of 
youngsters, none of whom is likely 
to get beyond this ambitious try. It’s 
the old story around here of trying 
to duplicate the success of ‘Meet the 
People.’ Piece fails to catch on 
through its many shortcomings as.a 
$2.20 entry. It has only one per- 
former, Sidney Miller, to justify such 
stiff tariff and he is outstanding only 
by comparison with the others. He's 
a comic and impersonator and seems 
to be the only one with a knowledge 
of the professional. 


Ambitious effort that it is, the first 
mistake was to put on a musical 
revue with a cast of some 25 in a 
house that has heretofore accom- 
modated only little theatre produc- 
tions. Stage is strictly a one-setter 
and much too small to allow for the 
cavortings of a dozen line girls and 
incidental performers. Sets are lav- 
ish for these four walls and the kids 
try hard to make something of their 
big chance but the sum total is nega- 
tive. The talent isn’t there; nor is 
the material. There’s a sketch about 
Nazis by Mickey Rooney, songwrit- 
ing partner of Miller, but it fails to 
rise above the general mediocrity 
of the production. Helm. 





Play on Broadway 








NATHAN THE WISE 


Dragna--in two acts by Ferdinand Bruck- 
ner, adapted from the German of Gotthold 
Ephraim Lessing; presented by Erwin Pis- 
cator and the Studio Theatre; directed by 


James Light; features Herbert Berghof, 
Olive Deering, Alfred Ryder, Bettina Cerf, 
Bram Nossen, Gregory Morton, Ross Matt- 
hew; settings, Cleon Throckmorton: cos- 
tumes, Rose Bogdanoff: opened at the 
Belasco, N. Y., April 3, °42: $2.20 top. 

Nathan.........eeeeeese.+-Herbert Berghof 
DOJO ci ccccncssesvvcsoscccces. wettina Cerf 
Rahel. ......ssscccsccsscecceeGuve Deering 
Peet: TOMI. ixscdosesceccl Alfred Ryder 
Lay Brother.....eesecee++... Ross Matthew 
Patriarch. ......seseeeeess+-Gregory Morton 
Buitan GAIAGIN. .cccecccceserves Bram Nossen 
BOONE s Fé 05005 46086458 {Liebert Wallerstein 


iJack Bittner 





It’s all a question of simple geog- 
raphy. What may have been clicko 
on 12th street has failed to achieve 
its more professional purposes on 
Broadway. It all seems to have been 
too-lofty an aim for ‘Nathan the 
Wise,’ a more or less semi-profes- 
sional production which Erwin Pis- 
cator and his Studio Theatre troupe 
thought sufficiently well of—along 
with the Shuberts—to bring to the 
Belasco after somewhat of a success 
downtown several weeks ago at the 
New School of Social Research. 

_ This topical drama of anti-Semit- 
ism during the Third Crusade re- 
mains as profound in its current 





presentation as in its original writ- 





ing, in German, by Gotthold Ephraim 
oe But its apoes) to the hard- 
ened Broadway theatregoer would 
seem too limited for more than mod.- 
erate consumption. As a treatise on 
Lessing’s philosophies concerning 
anti-Semitism, as interpreted in Fer. 
dinand Bruckner’s English transla- 
tion, ‘Nathan’ has a major appeal be- 
cause of the play's topical nature, 
But as entertainment this present 
production has few moments in 
which it actually stirs the heart, 
Poor pacing has also slowed the 
drama to a walk. 


As the title character, Herbert 
Berghof has the most difficult role, 
and it’s a bit too studied. Berghof's 
strain for verbal emphasis has 
brought with it a monotonous lack of 
breath-control which literally finds 
him gasping frequently. 

Olive Deering, as the daughter; 
Alfred Ryder, the Knight Templar; 
Bettina Cerf, a lady in waiting; 
Gregory Morton, as the Patriarch, 
and Ross Matthew, the sultan, are 
reasonably impressive in the cther 
lead roles. Naka, 


Snell Buys Strawhat, 
Then Enters Army 








Reading, Pa., April 7. 

George R. Snell, producer of sum- 
mer stock in Green Hills Lake the- 
atre, five miles south of Reading, has 
taken title to the theatre property, 
including a large parking area flank- 
ing the summer playhouse. It was 
sold to Snell by the Green Hills 
Lake Corp. 

Snell, who went into the army to- 
day (Tuesday), announced that his 
wife, Barbara Snell, a member of 
last year’s company, will be asso- 
ciate producer in the coming season, 
Robert Henderson, director last sum- 
mer, will again direct the company 
of 40 now being assembled for the 
season opening June 18, to run 15 
weeks, same as last year’s program. 

Members of the company already 
signed are John Sherwood Clubley, 
returning for his third season; Ber- 
nadette Smith, Arlean Riley, Betty 
Gery, signed for her second season; 
Joy Nicholson, Dan Gallare and 
Nancy Marquardt. 





‘Lady in the Dark’ 
Layoff Cost $3,500 


It cost around $3,500 to lay off 
‘Lady in the Dark’ at the Alvin, 
N. Y., during Holy Week. Most of 
the outlay went to musicians, who 
insisted on full pay, while half wages 


of $700 went to the _ stagehands. 
Actors’ salaries are not payable for 
layoff weeks before Christmas and 
Easter. 

‘Lady’ resumed Monday (6) 
matinee, drawing excellent attend- 
ance, takings being about $2,300, 
while the holiday night business was 
fair. Indications are favorable for 
a good week’s business. 


Cleaners Ask Pay Hike 


Porters and cleaners in Broadway 
legit theatres have asked for a 20% 
wage increase, their union asking 


the League of New York Theatres 
for such terms. Porters now get 
$26.50 weekly, and assistants, where 








used, are paid $23.50... Head cleaning 


women’s pay is $17.75, with others 
getting $14.75. 

Ushers may be taken in by IATSE. 
Building service workers’ union is 
said to have been called off, stage- 
hands outfit getting the nod from 
American Federation of Labor. 





*~~ ‘Papa’ Closing 
Chicago, April 7. 
‘Papa Is All,’ Theatre Guild com- 
edy currently playing the Black- 
stone, is set to close Saturday (11). 


Following day Buddy Ebsen and 
Skeets Gallagher will follow in ‘Good 
Night Ladies,’ a farce. ‘Papa,’ play- 
ing a return date in Chicago, has had 
a five-week run. 





LEW CANTOR’S PLAY 


Lew Cantor, producer, has ob- 


tained the rights to a play entitled 
‘Cinderella Goes to Town,’ and is 
presently negotiating with a backer. 

If plans carry, Cantor will put the 
show on this spring. 
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x Broadway 


arles Vidor, RKO director, in 
wn for visit. 
. _ A. Lynch, in charge of Par 
operations in Miami, in town. 
Debut of metropolitan racing sea- 
gon Thursday (9) at Jamaica. 

Sam Mayer and George Morley 
joined staff of Leo Newman ticket 
ncy. : 
a O’Brien, ex-Pathe News in 
Paris, with Col. Bill Donovans Col 


ow in DC. 

7 Kay Kyser takes his band to Great 
Lakes Naval Station, Chicago, for 
p.2. April 15. 

Sonny Werblein, MCA v-p., just 
back from protracted Mexico and 
Hollywood sojourn. : 

Bert Bloch, 20th-Fox's eastern 
story ed, to the Coast this week for 
a couple weeks of confabs. ; 

Alan Corelli back at his desk at 
Theatre Authority after a hospital 
spell for a minor operation. 

Will Yolen, Warners’ eastern ex- 
ploitation exec, back at work Mon- 
day (6) following minor nose opera- 
tion. 

ur Willi, RKO’s eastern talent 
Ry for Chicago Monday (6) 
for 10 days of ogling screen pros- 
pects. : ab 
enwriter Robert Carson vaca 

PP ae in New York. Just sold a 
serial, ‘The Bride Wore Red,’ to the 
SEP ost: vinliam Morris is returning 
to New York after passing a fort- 
night on the Coast with her son, 

ill, Jr. 

Badd Rogers, Universal exec, an- 
nouncing engagement of his daugh- 
ter ie William B. 

Iman, U.S.N.R. _* 
— Leonard, creator of ‘Mickey 
Finn’ syndicated cartoon strip, gave 
Moe Gale, the talent booker, a plug 
in his Sunday release. : 

Francis Harmon, executive vice- 
chairman of the War Activities Com- 
mittee, away from his desk several 
days during past week; ill. 

Jack McInerney by motor on a 
Florida vacation with his family, 
while Harry Rubin, also of the Par 
theatre, went *o Miami b~ train. 

St. Regis has changed its mind and 
will reopen the Viennese Roof, as 
will most hotels, air blitz worries or 
not. Pal Sparr’s band will offici- 
ate. 

A blaze, ascribed to spontaneous 
combustion, destroyed a large barn 
on Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris’ farm 
at Lakeville, Conn. Damage placed 
at $30,000. 

Eddie Schnitzer, eastern district 
manager for United Artists, became 
a grandpop last week when his son 
and daughter-in-law had a baby gir] 
in Los Angeles. 

Pathe has housewarming slated 
for Friday (10) at new Madison 
avenue quarters. It’s to be com- 
bined with celebration of third of a 
century in the film business. 

Sherman Billingsley will play 
himself in ‘Cover Girls,’ Columbia 
pic showing the mag cover beauts 
at a Stork Club cocktailery with 
boniface Billingsley hosting them. 

The late Jimmy Quirk’s daughter, 
Frances Denton, wed Alexander T. E. 
Wanek in Washington. He’s with an 
RAF delegation. Quirk published 
and edited Motion Picture among 
other mags. 

Settlement of the Brass Rail strike 
after 39 months leaves an uptown 


Tom Wilmot’s role in Playhouse pro- 
duction of ‘Suspect’ with Flora 
Robson. 

Joey Reynolds has quit the Squir- 
rel Coop cast to manage and enter- 
tain at Penn-Neg.ey Grill in East 
Liberty. - 

Mike Strange to Monaco’s, Cleve- 
land, for a singing engagement after 
two weeks at Marcona Club, War- 
ren, Pa. 

Midge Olsen will retire from Hol- 
lywood Blondes, roller-skating act, 
in six weeks to devote more time to 
domesticity. 


Mexico City 


By Dougias L. Grahame 








America Lopez, actress, and Carlos 
Pellicer, non-pro, married. 

Bullfighters’ agents have agreed to 
a standard comish—5% of gross pay 
of the stars and 10% of that of the 
lessers. 

Graciela Amador, elocutionist, is a 
hit on semi-week!y 30-minute pro- 
gram of XEOY, new local radio 
station. 

Octavio Gomez de Castro, Cuban 
pic producer, here seeking Mexican 
talent for films he is to make at home 
this season. 

Jules Stein, president of the Music 
Corp. of America, and Mrs. Stein 
visiting here. They’ve been ban- 
queted by leaders of the Mexican 
music business. 

Marcos Jimenez, writer of ‘Adios, 
Mariquita Linda’ (‘Farewell, Pretty 
Little Molly’), smash pop song of 
yesteryear, is a morgue employee of 
Excelsior, local daily. 

Juan Jose Castro, Argentina or- 
chestra conductor, homeward bound 
after a successful visit here as guest 
leader of the symphonic orchestra of 
the National University. 

Mapy Cortes signed for lead in 
‘Escuela para Casadas’ (‘School for 
Married People’), which Miguel 
Zacarias is to produce and meg here 
soon. Enrique Herrera has the head 
comic role. 

Ernest Hemingway sojourning in 
Coyoacan, local suburb that was 
Trotzky’s refuge. Hemingway, ac- 
companied by his wife, Martha Gell- 
horn of Collier’s mag, 
book on Mexico. 

Conchita Sada, dramatist, is the 
new chief of the theatre section of 
the Fine Arts Department, which 
has charge of the Palace of Fine Arts 
(National Theatre). She succeeds 
Xavier Villaurrutia, resigned. 

Fernando Soler, of the famous 
Mexican acting farnily, is to bring to 
the screen his stage interpretation of 
‘The Barber of Seville.’ Julio Bracho, 


1941 prize director, will meg, and 
Films Mundiales, winner of last 
year’s production Oscar, will pro- 
duce. 


actress, back from a successful Mex- 
ican road tour, to open soon at the 
Teatro Fabregas here under a fed- 
eral subsidy, provided by the Min- 
istry of Public Education. Her pre- 
vious seasons here had been financed 
by the civic government. 

Lupe Rivas Cacho, veteran come- 
dienne, doing well on a Mexican 
road tour. Marco Antonio Tovar, for 
some time a successful tenor for 
local radio stations XEW and XEQ, 
is the leading man of this company. 
He recently married La_ Rivas 
Cacho’s niece. 

Ramon (Reachi) and Renita are 
smash as the top feature of the cur- 
rent floor show at El Patio, No. 1 





restaurant, Ellman’s, as the sole 
long-run holdout, with seven years 
of picketing, believed a record for 
the entire country. 

Sherman Billingsley had a birth- 


day cake, gift, etc., all set for Steve | 


Hanagan at his Stork Club on Sat. 
nite, but Mark Hellinger and Toots 
Shor shanghaied the publicist. Bil- 
lingsley had to send cake, present, 
etc., to Chez Hanagan. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Gene Autry’s rodeo at the Gardens 
begins 10-day local date April 16. 

Patsy Oliver, former trumpeter 
with Red Norvo, has joined Art Far- 
rar’s band. 

A. Mercur plans to reopen his 
Millvale Nut House April 15 after 
winter shutdown. 

Brian McDonald has just had that 
name legalized. 
Francis Gaughan, Jr. 

The Dean Martins—he’s the fea- 
tured vocalist with Sammy Watkins 
~—have dated the stork. 

Ted Blake back in town after 
working winter season at Lew Mer- 
cur’s Nut House in Miami. 

,_ Jackie McCarty off the Baron El- 
liott bandstand for couple of weeks 
to have his tonsils clipped. 


He used to be John | 


local nitery, with their ballroom 
dances. Booking is for an indefinite | 
| period. Joan Brandon, only femme | 


| illusionist to perform in Mexico in | 


vears, socko on the floor show at El 
Patio nitery. : 
| First municipal theatre here is 
skedded to get going in August. Al- 
fredo Gomez de la Vega, ranking 
Mexican dramatic actor, heads the 
company and will be its director. 
Civic government has hired a hall 
for the theatre at $20,000 (Mex) 
($5,000 U.S.) for the season 
subsidizing the players for 
(Mex) ($10,000 U.S.). 


Artie Shaw 


Continued from page ! 
tails with Major Howard Bronson, 
head of Army musical activity. 
Plans already mapped, according 
to Shaw, call for his getting together 
a batch of about 50 outstanding ar 
rangements of various name bands, 
| namely his ‘Begin the Beguine,’ Tom- 
my Dorsey’s ‘Marie,’ etc. He will edit 
each to make them simpler to play 
and they will be photostated and 
|copies distributed to various camps 
|to form a basic library. Shaw will 
‘then spend a week or so in each 


| camp, selecting musicians, rehears- 


$40,000 











j 











Earl and Josephine Leach are first | ing them, conduct a show or two, 


dance team ever held for additional 
two weeks at Villa Madrid. 
Wreck and 


‘Macbeth’ company’s arrival in town | 


from Washington more than 10| 


hours. 
Lois’ Miller went to Atlantic City 
for vacation and Ambassador hotel | 
grabbed her for series of organ re- 
citals, 

Jerry Tagress and Bill Akerley | 
ave knocked out a new patriotic | 
ee they call ‘We're in the Battle 


Hank Senber in ahead of ‘Corn Is 


Treen,” and Gertrude Bromberg 
ag drumbeating ‘Watch on. 
ne.’ 





Robert Carlisle took over ailing 


pick out a man to assume leadership, | 


j 
ithen go on to the next camp to 


snowstorm delayed | duplicate the precedure. | 
Shaw will not be a member of the 


Army; his efforts will be as a 
civilian. His draft status, which he 
says was 2-B, has been moved up to 
2-A. class of all defense workers. 

Only a month ago William Morris 
agency bought Shaw’s management 
contract from General Amusement 
Corp. for $15,000. Contract he then | 
signed with Morris was for two 
years, effective March 6. Agreement | 


is doing a} 


London 


Rita Grant giving up the stage 
now that she is marrying a furrier. 

George Black is after Tom Linden, 
South African ballet dancer, for one 
of his new shows. 


Maurice Winnick being ex-rayed 
for gastric complications, with band 
working without him fo three 
weeks. 

Auriol Lee left estate in Britain 
valued at around $17,000. She was 
killed in the states a year ago in an 
auto crash. 

Freddy Morgan given lead in Les- 
lie Grade’s new road show, which 
starts tour of Stoll circuit, with Moss 
Empires to follow. 

Charles Litel won’t be inveigled 
into getting back into show biz in- 
vestments. Used to invest heavily 
in West End shows. 

Palace theatre, Chatham, one of 

the Stoll houses, which has been 
operating as picture house for some 
years, reverts to vaudeville. 
_ Jock Black, in charge of the Start- 
ing Prices at Greyhound Racing 
track, is brother of George Black. 
He’s only one of four brothers not 
connected with show biz. 

Formerly a crooner in London air 
raid shelters, ori Shane is now 
getting quite a few broadcasts from 
the British Broadcasting Corp., and 
is being used by some of the name 
bends. 

Jack Leon, former maestro of 
Prince of Wales theatre, not worried 
over theatre going over to George 
Black and Tom Arnold, as he has 
job with ENSA as its musical ad- 
| viser. 

_ Peter Cotes got concussion in fall- 
ing during the filming of Brian Des- 
mond-Hurst’s ‘Alibi,’ which may (at 
this writing) keep him out of lead in 
‘Golden Boy’ tour, due to open at 
Bradford. 

_ Government call-up of gals play- 
ing havoe with hostessing in niteries. 
Where formerly they had six they 
now have to put up with one, or at 
most two, with some beginning to 
look like ‘Sliding’ Billy Watson’s 
‘Beef Trust’ bunch. 

Agreement reached between Pro- 
ducers’ Association and Association 
of Cine Technicians for payment of 








Maria Teresa Montoya, dramatic | 


and is} 


studio overtime. Dickering has been 
| long and oftimes heated, but basis 
| is now set for an eight and a half 
| hour day, with four and a half hours 
| Saturdays. 

| New Tom Arnold revue, in which 
| Hermione Gingold, Hermione Bad- 
| deley, Walter Crisham and Eliza- 
beth Welch are to star, is tentatively 
| titled ‘Sky High,’ or ‘At It Again,’ 
with former moniker most likely to 
be adopted. Naunton Wayne has 
been added to cast. Show gets try- 
out in sticks, coming to Apollo prob- 
ably this month. 


Philadelphia 


Lester Sternman, local music ar- 
| ranger, leaves for Army camp April 











| The Puppeteers of America will 


| hold their annual 
beginning June 22. 
Bonnie Stuart, local canary, and 
Arthur Hinett, organist, have teamed 
| up for two weekly programs over 


convention here 


Ralph B. Austrian, assistant v.p. of 
CA Manufacturing Co., granted 
leave of absence for position with 
WPB, Washington. 

Ethel Foster. former assoeiate di- 
}rector of WCAU’s women’s pro- 
| grams, now airing series of Holly- 
wood chatter shows over WIP for a 
| fur shop sponsor. 
| Marty Bohn, m.c. at the Swan 
Ciub, appointed chairman of the va- 
| riety entertainers’ division of the 
| Easter Seal Campaign for crippled 
| children. 


Jim Allan and Jerry Stone. pub- | 


licists for WFIL and WDAS, re- 
spectively, took their Army physi- 
cals last week with an aim toward 
entering Officers’ Training School. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





George West, Monogram exec, due 
here for a biz conference. 


Joe Erber has closed his booking 
office and is now in New York on 
biz. 

Billy Mounds, Valley Park, Mo., 
exhib in a serious condition in a lo- 


cal hospice. 

Sam Komm, indie exhib. conval- 
escing at the Jewish hospital from 
serious illness. 

Ann Sheridan made a p.a. at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo., while Martha 
Raye entertained at the Jefferson 
Barracks. Mo., replacement camp. 

Out of town exhibs shopnving on 
film row include Rino Bianchi, 
Charleston. Ill.: Earl Hayes. Sullivan, 
Ill.. and Bob Taylor, Springfield, 1]. 

Mike Godshow is newest addition 
to local Reptblic Picture sales 
branch. Replaces Bill Weiss, who 
resiened to join Paramount’s sales 
staff. 

Ted Wynn has succeeded Gardine 
Wilson as publicity director for the 
local RKO office. Wilson is back on 


Theatre Assn’s chorus, for 12-week 
season in al fresco theatre in Forest 
Park, start May 4. Only localities 
are eligible. 

Ethan A. H. Shepley and Wilbur 
B. Jones have been chosen as arbi- 
trators in beefs made to the local 
AAA tribunal by Louis Sosna, Mex- 
ico, Mo., and the Olga Theatre Corp., 
Hannibal, Mo., against some of the 
major flicker distributors. 


Havana 


Ernesto Lecuona opened at the 
Comedia. 

Miguel de Grandy company moved 
from Comedia theatre to the Marti. 

Octavio Gomez Castro, Continental 
Films chief, off to Mexico for picture 








buys. 
Public getting accustomed _ to 
biackouts. Theatres in affected 


zones doing average business. 

Fred W. Lange arrived to take 
charge of Paramount office here. 
Jack Rappaport, former manager, 
goes to Panama for company. 

Graupera and Angelo, local pro- 
ducers, are resuming production of 
film based on romance of Jose Marti 
and Guatemalan girl who died of 
love for him. 

Ernesto Caparros will direct a 
Cuban film starring Federico 
Pinero, Alberto Garrido and Anibal 
d_ Mar, leading radio comics. Amado 
Trinidad will finance. 

Campoamor theatre will play 
Spanish - speaking pictures. dis- 
tributed by Tropical Films and Justo 
Suarez. These distribs are currently 
releasing products at the Nacional. 

Two distributors, Tropical and 
Latino, have prints of ‘Baker’s Wife,’ 
Raimi starrer (French-made), and 
are disputing rights to film. Tropical 
is announcing an early showing at 
the Nacional and Latino says there 
will be no showing, claiming it’s 
legitimate owner of franchise. 











Cleve. Scandal 


Continued from page 1 


Nathaniel] Spuriel, manager of Rain- 
bow Club; Grady Worthy, bartender 
at Pepper Pot; Charles M. Green, 
booking agent for Negro orchestras 
and performers, and Charles Oates, 
frequenter of several of the clubs. 
All are Negroes accused of having 
relations with the girls and con- 
tributing to their delinquency. Alli 
four girls are high school students. 
Two of the girls, both from wealthy 
families and whose identities remain 
undisclosed, admitted that they had 
drinking parties and intimacies with 
Simpson, Worthy and Green in the 
last month. One of them said she 
had been given money and orders 
to get out of town when the law 
began closing in on them. She was 
found and detained in Chicago. 
Spuriel, Oates and Simpson deny 
they molested the girls. Two other 
Negro entertainers are sought. 
Raising Big Stench 

One of the most notorious cases to 

|hit the entertainment business here 














lin the last decade, it is raising a | 


|stench that threatens to spell the 
lend of a number of Cleveland spots 
| with black-and-white policies. Po- 
|licewomen have been ordered to 
1 . P ‘ 
| question all white girls and women 
}found in places frequented by 


| Negroes. Two joints facing loss of | 


| their licenses as a result of it are 
'the Rainbow Club, charged with re- 
ifilling likker bottles, and Bronze 
| Club, caught for selling booze on 
| Sunday. 


| Dancehall inspectors were scored 
or their laxity, while police vice 
land patrol bureaus under fire for 


| allowing such conditions to exist are 
| being reorganized. 

| Rapping parents who ‘don’t know 
what their children are doing and 
allow them to run wild,’ the 
council used the case to enforce new 
|ecurfews, taxes and 
| dinances on roller-skating rinks. Up 
|; to now, city had no control over the 
| rinks except through issuance of a 


|musie permit. If approved, the new 
measure will bar youngsters unde! 
) 18 after 11 p.m. unless accompanied 


| by a parent or guardian, and opera- 
tors will have to deposit a $5,000 
| bond to cover any injuries suffered 
by skaters. 

Earon Rein, owner of Lindsay’s 
| Sky-Bar, which took a terrific blast- 
|ing from newspapers, protested 
|against it in a statement sent to all 
| the local sheets. Story that his club 

was a ‘favorite jitterbug rendezvous,’ 


connected ‘with a white slave ring’ | 


land responsible for the plight of the 
| girls was completely false, said the 
operator, who claims he bars high 
schoo] students by making the prices 
too high and forbidding drinks to 
them. 

Blaming parents of the girls in- 
| volved, he declared he wasn’t re- 
| sponsible for what his entertainers 
| did after hours away from his estab- 
lishment. Rein claimed specifically 
that The Cleveland Press, Scripps- 
Howard sheet, drastically damaged 


| 
i 
| 
| 





will be extended commensurate with | ip, publicity staff of the Ringling | is business through its misleading 


the length of time Shaw spends in 
Army work. i 


cireus. ; 42 
Trvouts for places in the Municipal 


|expose and demanded a retraction, 


or an apology. 





city | 


licensing or- | 


Hollywood 


Bennett George’s new film narne is 
Jay Kirby. 

Don Reeve joined Universal pub- 
licity staff. 

Dickie Jones back in pictures after 
|a broken leg. 


Richard Dix soaking up sunshine 
|}at Palm Springs. 


Edgar Selwyn in the hospital with 
a cerebral ailment. 

Lew Landers claims the most pae 
triotic draft number—1776. 


Maxie Rosenbloom out for 
weeks of Army Camp shows. 

Paul Price and Dorvthy Cordray, 
radio singer, to be married May 28. 
| Clara Sanders out of ‘The Pied 
Piper’ cast at 20th-Fox with measles. 

George Brown, publicity chief at 
Paramount studio, in the hospital 
| for a checkup. 


_ Joe E, Brown back in town thaw- 

| ing out after a month of Army camp 
shows in Alaska. 

| Ann Sheridan back from a mid- 

| west Army Camp tour to resume 

' work at Warner:. 


Rosalind Russell ducked out of 
town for a two-week rest at an un- 
disclosed hideout. 


Irving Pichel succeeded Noel 
Madison as board member of Motion 
Picture Relief Fund, 

Bob Hope made an honorary mem- 
ber of the Professional Golfers As- 
sociation of America. 

_ Ralph Huston, of Warners’ public- 
ity staff, nursing a fractured cheek 
bone after an auto crash. 

Hal Roach studio golfers play their 
annual tournament April 26. 

Mose Gumble to Gotham. 

Buck Jones bought 5,000-acre 
ranch in northern California and is 
selling his old valley home. 
| Red Skelton vacationing for two 
| weeks before starting on the remake 
of ‘Panama Hattie’ at Metro. 

‘Cotton’ Warburton, film editor and 
former USC All-American football 
star, being sued for divorce. 

Richard Thorpe pinch-hitting as 
director of Metro’s ‘Apache Trail’ 
for Richard Rosson, who is ill. 

Del Lord bedded with pneumonia 
while Harry Edwards does his pro- 
ducer-director chores at Columbia. 

Jane Murfin appointed to repre- 
b= Screen Writers Guild on the 
film industry’s bond selling drive. 
| Frank Pope moved out of War- 
| neve ase sg ne to join 
| Damon Runyon’s production uni 
RKO. , " os 

Dr. Assis Figueiredo, publicity 
| chief for the Brazilian government, 
traded ideas with Hollywood cor- 
respondents. 

Disabled Army veterans at nearby 
Sawtelle preSented J. Warner 
with a gold medal in recognition of 
his patriotic services. 

Darryl Zanuck turned over his 
string of six polo ponies to the Army 
ao eee gage for one dollar ane’, 
althoug ey cost him z 
$25 000 y a total o 

Lili Damita divorced Errol Flynn 
and was granted custody of their 
child and $1,500 a month in addition 
to a division of their community 
property, estimated at $150,000. 


Memphis 


By Harry Martin 


two 




















Carl Ravazza orch opened Satur- 
day (4) at Peabody hotel. 

Bing Crosby sent another $25 to 
Gailor Hall, local Boys Town. 

Cecil Brown booked for. lecture 
April 29 by Council of Civie Clubs. 

Helen Hayes’ ‘Candle in the Wind’ 
dated April 17-18 as finale to road- 
show season. 

Morris Strauch, 
treasurer for 
with the draft. 

Variety Club opening doors wide 
; to commissioned officers at Second 
| Army headquarters. 

Civic theatre closes sezson with 
‘Thunder Rock’ tonight (Wednesday ) 
and tomorrow (Thursday) nights. 

Jim Breyley, of Music Corp. of 
America, in from Chicago to talk 
roof garden orch bookings at local 
hostelries. 

Nan Grey and husband, Jackie 
Westrope, paused here for hello with 
friends en route from Hot Springs 
to New York. 

Glen Garr, Claridge Balinese Room 
maestro, flew home to Trenton, N. J., 
over weekend for first peek at his 
new daughter. 

Amon Carter here for brief visit 
| with sister, Loma Hoagland, wife of 
departing Peabody hotel maestro, 
Everett. Hoagland. 

Trombonist Stan Czerwinski has 
|joined Merle Evans’ Ringling-Bar- 
num circus band. Two other local- 
ites, Ed Riley and E. J. {aupert. left 
to join the big top’s advance crew in 
| New York. 

Six Memphis chorines have joined 
| USO show touring Army camps as 
line of girls. They are Frances 


Civic 
two years, 


theatre 
has gone 


| Griffin, Joy Shelby, Betty Claire 
|Coleman, Clarine Guinozzo, Edith 
Baggett and Marvestil Ford. Style 


| selves ‘The Dixieland Adorables.’ 
Martha Pugh, winner of Little 
| Theatre’s award for best acting last 
| vear as Cindy Lou in ‘Kiss the Boys 
| Goodbye.” off to Fort Bragg with 
hubbv, Lieut. Gilmore Pugh. who's 
transferring from the reserve to 
active artillery duty. Latter also did 


|some amateur acting and set design- 
‘meg 
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OBITUARIES 


WILLIAM J. SPILLANE 

William J. Spillane, 54, v.p. of 
American News Co. since 1939, died 
April 7 in a New York hospital after 
an illness of several months. 

The decedent started with Amer- 
ican News in 1902 in Kansas City, 
later becoming manager for the 
company in Vancouver, B. C. He 
became assistant manager of the 
Chicago office following his 1917-18 
service in the army, later assuming 
the post of superintendent of the 
Pacific Coast division. In 1927 he 
was made manager of the New York 
office, subsequently, in 1932, being 
made a member of the board of di- 
rectors and, in 1939, a v.p. 

Widow, two sisters and a brother 
survive, 





FLORENCE EARLE 

Florence Earle, veteran legit ac- 
tress and widow of George Richards, 
comedian identified with some of the 
Charles H Hoyt hits of the ’80s and 
"90s, died April 4 in New York. 

Born in Madrid, Spain, Miss Earle 
made her first appearance on the 
stage in San Francisco in 1899. She 
acted with Maurice Schwartz in ‘In- 
spector General,’ with Helen Hayes 
in ‘Golden Days,’ with the late John 
Cort in ‘The Marriage Game’ and in 
the original production in N.Y. of 
‘Very Good Eddie,’ ‘She’s a Good 
Fellow,’ and with Frances Starr in 
‘The Shelf.’ 

More recently Miss Earle played 
under the management of A. H. 





Woods in ‘Farewell to Arms,’ at the 
National theatre, N. Y: with Jue 


over his Atlantic City night club. 
Coroner stated death was caused by 
overdose of medicine he had been 
taking. 

Engle, who amassed a fortune in 
the bakery business in Hazelton, 
Pa., went to Atlantic City some years 
ago and opened a night club there 
which he called ‘His Private Night 
Club,’ stating he saved $25,000 a year 
which he formerly spent in other 
night spots. 

Engle’s club, one of the best known 
here, bore no sign of identification 
on its large building except ‘Wasn't 
the Depression Awful?’ 

EZRA McNEELY 
(‘Pomme’) 

Ezra McNeely, dancing instructor 
known professionally as ‘Pomme,’ 
died in San Antonio, March 28, after 
a short illness. 

With his partner, ‘Mimi,’ McNeely 
toured the Orpheum-Keith, Loew’s 
and Pantages circuits as a headliner 
for years. He left the stage to open 
a dance studio in New York, going 
to San Antonio in 1928 to open a 
school there. 

Survived by widow, 
dancing partner. 


his former 





BOBBIE COMBER 

Bobbie Comber, 56, died recently 
at his home in Wales of a heart at- 
tack. He made his first stage ap- 
pearance in “The Geisha’ in 1904 and 
appeared in many revues, musical 
comedies and, latterly, films and ra- 
dio. 

His London career started with his 


In loving memory of my dear wife and lifelong pal 


MAUDIE 


Who departed April 9th, 1937. 


MALLIA 


I miss you, dear girl. 
HENRY MALLIA. 





Cook in ‘Fine and Dandy,’ and in 
‘Anything Goes.’ Her last engage- 
ment was with ‘The Women.’ 
Funeral services under the aus- 
pices of the Actors’ Fund of America.. 





VERNON F. SCOTT 

Vernon F. Scott, 44, president of 
the Ideal Amus. Co. and operator of 
more than 15 theatres throughout 
Western Pennsylvania, died suddenly 
last week of a heart attack at the 
Lee Hospital in Johnstown, Pa. -Suf- 
fering from a heavy cold, he passed 
away only a few hours after he had 
been admitted to the hospital. A 
year ago Scott had survived pneu- 
monia, but hadn’t been in good 
health since. 

Scott was a graduate of the Cali- 
fornia (Pa.) Normal School and at 
one time was principal of schools at 
Hopwood, W. Va. From there he 
went to Uniontown, Pa., and organ- 
ized a taxicab company, and when he 
sold that business 22 years ago, he 
went to Johnstown and bought the 
Ideal theatre, from which his chain 
of houses grew. He’s survived by his 
widow. 





ARCHIE PARNELL 

Archie Parnell, 56, British theatri- 
cal agent, died in London, Feb. 27 
of a heart attack after a long illness. 
He was for years booker for Variety 
Theatres Controlling Co., London, 
which later became nucleus of Gen- 
eral Theatres Corp. Later was gen- 
eral manager for the Daniel Mayer 
Company, and afterwards ran a 
booking agency in partnership with 
Alfred Zeitlin. 

Survived by widow, two sons (one 
in the Army), father, formerly ven- 
triloquist Fred Russell, and four 
brothers, two of whom are Val Par- 
nell, booker for General Theatres, 
and Wallace Parnell, who succeeded 
Frank Neil as managing director of 
Tivoli Theatres, Australia. 





MAIDA CRAIGEN 

Maida Craigen, 81, legit actress 
and one of the founders of the 
Twelfth Night Club, died in Engle- 
wood, N. J., April 4. She had made 
her debut in 1880 in Conway’s 
‘Called Back.’ Subsequent appear- 
ances were in ‘The Jilt,’ ‘Prince 
Karl,’ ‘Mlle. de Brisson,’ “The Silent 
System,’ ‘Much Ado About Nothing,’ 
‘Hamlet’ and ‘Maine and Georgia.’ 

Miss Craigen appeared with some 
of the greatest stars in these pro- 
ductions, including Dion Boucicault, 
Richard Mansfield, Mrs. James Brown 
Potter, John Mason, Mme. Modjeska, 
Edwin Booth, Frederick Paulding, 
Walker Whiteside and Mrs. Fiske. 





GEORGE 8S. ENGLE 
George Stuart Engle, 57, died un- 
expectedly April 1 in his apartment 


understudying of W. H. Berry, one 
of the ace comedians of the last war, 
and he had also appeared in panto- 
mime. 


. 





GUY FLETCHER 

Guy Fletcher, actor-journalist, died 
in London, Feb. 15. After many 
years on the stage, during whicn he 
undergtudied Sir Gerald du Maurier, 
he joined the editorial staff of the 
Radio Times (London) in 1933. His 
column, ‘People You Hear,’ for which 
he interviewed countless celebrities, 
and his weekly ‘Miscellany’ depart- 
ment made him well known to show 
biz in London, In addition he wrote 
16 novels, 





WALTER TRASK 

Walter E. Trask, 63, president of 
the Theatrical Agents Association, 
died April 1 on the operating table 
at White Memorial Hospital in Los 
Angeles. He had been ill for three 
months. Deceased was one of the 
oldest booking agents in California, 
maintaining offices in the same loca- 
tion for 24 years. 


His son, Walter W. Trask, contin- 
ues as head of the company. 





HENRI G. SCOTT 

Henri G. Scott, 66, basso of the 
Metropolitan Opera Co. from 1915 to 
1919, died in Hagerstown, Md., April 
2. He debued in a concert tour with 
Enrico Caruso in 1908 and was sub- 
sequently engaged by Oscar Ham- 
merstein for the Manhattan Opera 
Co. for five years. He also made ap- 
pearances with the Chicago Opera 
Co. 

Widow, son and three daughters 
survive. 





CHARLOTTE BURTON 
Charlotte Burton, 60, star of silent 
serials, died March 29 in Hoilywood 
following a heart attack. In addi- 
tion to chapter pictures, she ap- 
peared with William Russell, Harold 


tie Pickford, Mary Miles Minter and 
other stars of that period. 

Surviving are her husband and 
daughter. 


FLOYD HANFORD 
Floyd Hanford, 51, former mem- 
ber of vaude act of Myers and Han- 
ford, was killed April 5 in Chicago 
when he fell to the street from a 
third story window of his home. A 
vaude veteran, he specialized in 
rube comedy. 
Widow and _ daughter 
Burial in Chicago. 


survive. 





RALPH EMERKSON WALDO 
Ralph Emerson Waldo, former 
treasurer of WADC, Akron, O., died 
March 31 in a Grove City, Pa., hos- 





pital, having been in failing health 


Lockwood, J. Warren Kerrigan, Lot- 


for several months. He was asso- 
ciated with WADC since 1935 until 
he retired because of illness. 

Widow, son and daughter survive. 





ENID HELLMAN 
Enid Hellman, 25, coloratura so- 
prano, died April 2 in N. Y. of pneu- 
monia. She had placed second in the 
1938 Chicago music festival vocal 
contest, and had appeared in con- 
cert, light opera and radio. 
Survived by her parents. 





EDWARD BRADY 
Edward J. Brady, 54, character ac- 
tor in westerns and action pictures, 
died March 31 in Hollywood after a 
heart attack. 
He had been a film player for 25 
years. 





FLOYD SHANNON 
Floyd Shannon, 49, vaude per- 
former, died April 4 in Chicago. In 
vaude for years, he once headed a 
turn known as ‘Playtime Frolics.’ 
Widow and two daughters ,sur- 
vive. Burial in Chicago. 





J. FRANK DAVIS 
J. Frank Davis, 71, author of ‘The 
Ladder,’ play about reincarnation 
presented on Broadway in 1926 with 
free admission, died in San Antonio, 
Texas, April 6. 
Further details in legit section. 





EMMA LARSEN PETERSON 
Mrs. Emma Larsen Peterson, 88, 
concert singer in the 1870's, died in 
Chicago, April 6. A daughter sur- 
vives. 





George W. Pickard, 31, senior an- 
nouncer at WSPD, Toledo, with 
which he was associated since 1935, 
died April 4 in Toledo hospital of a 
gland ailment. Before coming to 
Toledo he was an announcer in De- 
troit and Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Parents, widow and a daughter 
survive, 





Newton W. Spence, 81, died April 
1 at his home in Atlantic City fol- 
lowing a fall he suffered several days 
previous. He was the father of Ed- 
win M. Spence, operator of radio 
station WWDC, Washington, D. C., 
and formerly secretary-of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters. 





Abbe Littlestone, 49, brother of 
Herman Littlestone, Pittsburgh exhib, 
died in that city recently of a heart 
attack. Two sisters also survive, 
both married to Pitt exhibs, David 
N. Green, operator of Beacon thea- 
tre, and E. H. Goldberg, who used to 
own the Brushton. 





Mrs. Phoebe Hodder, widow of 
William Titus Hodder, veteran Pitts- 
burgh exhib and contractor, died 
last week in St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Survived by son Clyde Hodder, who 
operates the Leona theatre, Pitts- 
burgh. 





Mrs. Victor McLaglen, 43, wife of 
the film star, died April 2 on the 
family ranch, Fairhaven, La Canada, 
Cal. She also leaves a son and 
daughter. 





Mrs. Irma I. Segar, 69, mother of 
the late E. C. Segar, creator of the 
newspaper strip, ‘Popeye,’ died 
March 31 in Santa Monica, Cal. 





Mary Beddoe, 78 mother of Don 
Beddoe, film player, died in Los An- 
geles, April 5. 











Summer Vaude 
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ne 
trimming was the stage shows. This 
doesn’t appear likely to any great 
extent this summer, now that tire 
rationing plus their important work 
will keep workers close to their 
home towns rather than vacation- 
seeking during June, July and 
August. 
Earl Carroll’s Heavy Time 

An idea of the extent of stage 
playing time around this year can 
be gleaned from the fact that Earl 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ unit, headed by 
the Slate Brothers, has played 32 out 
of 39 weeks since it went on tour. 
This is especially remarkable in 
view of the unit’s high salary, 


around $6,500. weekly plus per- 
centage, but Carroll’s willingness 
to play on _ outright percentage 


terms opened many theatres for him 
that usually don’t play stage shows. 

Vaude has been giv a terrific 
hypo nationally by thé outstanding 
success registered by the Clifford C. 
Fischer-Lee Shubert ‘Priorities’ two- 
a-day venture at the 46th Street, 
N. Y. High grosses and critical ku- 
does for the. straight-vaude show 
have unquestionably stimulated the 





interest of theatre operators nation- 





ally. Since 1928, and up to the 
‘Priorities’ click, most theatre own- 
ers were prone to look upon stage 
shows as more of a ‘necessary nui- 
sance’ than a profit-maker. 

Future of stage shows will natu- 
rally depend on the extent and avail- 
ability of b.o, attractions. The name 
bands fill the bill to some extent, but 
p2rsonalities, especially comedians, 


are necessary and they will in the 
end spell the success or failure of 
any general vaude comeback, 





On-the-Upbeat 


ae Ontinued from page 4 


on Friday (10). Thence to the Com- 
modore Perry hotel in Toledo for 
a five-week engagement, starting 
April 20. 








Mel Marvin opened engagement 
Monday (6) at Bill Green’s, Pitts- 
burgh, replacing Brad Hunt outfit. 
Marvin's in for two weeks with op- 
tions. 





Marty Scramm into New Hillcrest, 
Pittsburgh, for third engagement 
there this season, supplanting the 
Eddie Weitz band. 





Sammy Watkins’ orch renewed at 
William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, un- 
til supper dance rcom, the Chatter- 
box, closes for summer season next 
month. 





Joe Contursi of Jurgens band re- 
ceived nod from Uncle Sam and will 
leave soon. Two new men added to 
Dick Jurgens band are Danny Gay 
trumpet player, and Herb Haskett, 
trombone. 





Jerry Burke, organist for Law- 
rence Welk, off to army. 





Orrin Tucker opens at Aragon, 
Chicago, April 12. 





Dick Hyde, lately with Bob Mc- 
Grew’s band in Florida, expects to 
join Herbie Kay’s band. 





Frank Duffy has booked Vaughn 
Monroe’s orchestra for midnight 
dance in Municipal Auditorium, 
Worcester, Sunday night, April 19. 





Bob Pooley’s WTAG orchestra will 
play at Riverside Park, outside 
Springfield, Mass., every Thursday 
this summer. 





WBEN, Buffalo, house band has 
new faces in Joe Gustaferro, trumpet; 
Don Whipple. tenor sax; Sandy 
Graff, drums; John Wade, bass, and 
Al Fisher, trombone. 





Charlie Andrews, trumpeter- 
fiddler, added to Dick Cantan’s com- 
bo, which opened Monday (6) at 
Park Lane, Buffalo. 





Don Bestor opens (13) at Mon- 
aco’s, Cleveland, for four weeks. 
He has added Mildred Law, former 
Vaughn Monroe vocalist. 





Jack McCarthy, vocalist with 
Baron Eliot band at O’Henry’s Ball- 
room, on sick list with bad tonsils, 
while same orchestra’s Mary Kreig, 
rushed to hospital for appendix re- 
moval. 





Sammy Kaye on Coca-Cola Spot- 
light bands from Chicago Mon. (6). 





Ray Benson orch opened extended 
engagement at Anacacho Room, St. 
Anthony hotel, San Antonio. 





Barry Wood plays Totem Pole 
Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass., two 
days with brother Barney“ Rapp’s 
band while latter stays four. Wood 
works April 15-16. 





Alvino Rey returns to Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., May 29, 
following Kay Kyser. 





Woody Herman band recorded a 
waltz, ‘Whisper That I Love You’ 
for Decca last week, his first. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ginsberg, 
daughter, April 4 in Hollywood. 
Father is general manager of the 
Paramount studio. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Lefcourt, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, April 4, Father 
is on Metro’s publicity staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Byron ‘Tiny’ Tigges, 
daughter, in Canton, O., March 28. 
Father formerly with WHBC, Can- 
ton, O.; now is nitery entertainer. 

Dr. and Mrs. Luis Jatoba, son, 
April 4, in Jackson Heights, N. Y. 
Father is chief of the Portuguese 
section of CBS shortwave depart- 
ment, 

Mr. and Mrs. Sam E, Fain, son, 
March 26, in N.Y. He’s the song- 
writer. 








—— 





House Reviews 


Continued from page 49 


TOWER, K. C. 


finale. Bob White is generally 
handy as a semi-mc. and Norma 
Jean Beck is called on for vocals, 
Pageantry and _ production are 
plentiful in five big sets, climaxed by 
the rousing and flashy conga num. 
ber. Parade of historically famous 
women, tropical number featuring 
the song ‘Tropical Madness,’ an 
Oriental setting and a modern one 
are the bases of clothing the 24 girls 
in various degrees of costuming from 
extreme scantiness to period ward- 
robes. In all it makes pretty good 
ogling and brings on the usual sum- 
mation of a Marcus show wherein 
quality is overshadowed by quantity, 
Film entry means little at the box- 
office. Show was off to good start 
opening day despite Good Friday, 
and weather favored the Easter 
weekend. Quin. 


CITY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 











Robert Weil, formerly with Metro 

in Paris, has so completely revamped 
the lobby and interior of the old 
Academy of Music that it is hardly 
recognizable as the barn-like house 
which has seen straight pictures and 
vaudeville, vaudfilm and burlesque 
in its day. Understood that the re- 
modeling effort cost upwards of $75,- 
000. And from the outer lobby to 
je screen, it bespeaks the expendi- 
ure. 
Besides the modernistic, brightly- 
lighted lobby, with maximum space 
reserved for lobby cards and bill- 
ing of extra attractions, the inner 
lobby has been brightened up with 
colorful drapes and carpeting. The 
long, narrow inside lobby space has 
been utilized to good advantage 
through placing three-dimensional 
dioramas’ depicting world news 
events. 

The unsightly series of boxes on 

the main floor have been blocked 
out through the addition of a series 
of long drapes stretching to the ceil- 
ing. The former ceiling over the 
main auditorium also has been done 
over entirely. Special acoustical 
treatment cut down the former ob- 
jectionable sound rebound. Seating 
arrangement and new seats make the 
downstairs portion a lot more roomy 
and comfortable than previously. 
There dre 600 seats on this floor and 
there will be 300 additional ones in 
the upper balconies when the latter 
are finished. 
House operates a pop-scale grind 
policy, show running about 90 min- 
utes with approximately 30 minutes 
devoted to newsreels. Remainder is 
given over to shorts and special news 
items. This week, a 20-minute com- 
pilation of Soviet warfront pictures 
has been added. 

Manager Weil is planning several 
other newsreel houses threwghout 
the U. S., being convinced that it 
is an exhibitor field that has been 
neglected thus far in this country. 
Backing is from European friends 
now in New York. First newsreel 
venture outside of N. Y. will be in 
Louisville, 

City Newsreel played to good biz 
on second day of operation last 
Friday (Good Friday). Wear. 


MARRIAGES 
Florence Starr to Tom Carson, in 
New York, April 4. Groom is radio 


time buyer for Pedlar & Ryan ad 
agency; bride is with the Compton 


agency. 

Key Taylor to Al Tronzo, in Pitts- 
burgh, April 1. Bride is nitery 
dancer. 


Betsy Conover to Bob Cochrane, 
in Pittsburgh, March 28. Groom was 
announcer at WCAE, Pittsburgh, 
prior to his recent induction in the 
army. 

Evelyn Wyckoff to Paul Hancock, 
in New York, Monday, April 6. 
Bride is legit player, currently play- 
ing femme lead in ‘Johnny 2 x 4’ on 


Broadway. 
Hope Minor to Edward Stokes, in 
Cincinnati, April 4. Bride is of 


Gomez and Minor ballroom team. 

Brenda Forbes to Frederic Voight, 
April 5, at Sneeden’s Landing, N. Y. 
Bride is legit actress; he had been 
an actor, but now is a private in the 
Army. 

Jean Hazelwood to Richard Wid- 
mark, April 5, in Bronxville, N. Y. 
Groom is a radio actor. 

Eleanore D. McNeill to George La- 
velle, in New York, April 6. Bride 
is with music publishing firm of 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 

Sallie Hatcher Payne .o Gufiner 
Harald Hage, in San Bernardino, 
Calif., April 4. Bride is film player. 

Hazel B. Houle to Joseph P. 
Whalen, in Milwaukee, Wis., April 
11. He’s professional mgr. Jewel 
Music publishers. 


Jessie Turner to Richard T. 


Hickox, in Lawrence, Mass., April 5. 
He’s announcer at station WLAW, 








Lawrence; ‘bride is WLAW vocalist. 
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Prot Lambertie 
Myrtah Sis 

Vera Sloane 

‘red Scott 

ay Mayfield 
sugar Geise 
ere Nelson Ore 
Charlie Foy's Clab 


Charley B te 4 

jagney Meiton 
elizabeth T Martin 
Dick Harris 

uth Carven 
aoa Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
George Lioyd 
Valadez Ore 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Mary Healy 
Jrnecito 

Hollywood Tropics 
Mack Malone 
Sherry Cameron 
Maxine Lewis 
Paul Neighbors Ore 
Dick Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Fred Thompson 
Fob Murphy 
Heth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 

Little Troe 

TDootsie Williams 
lena Horne 
Nick Draper Ore 

Maecambo Cafe 
Phi) Ohman’s Ore 

Palladium 

Claude Thornhill Or 


. 





Pirates Den 
Ren Grant 
Roy mis 


Jack Gardner 
Helen Golden 
Nick Cochrane Ore 
Seven Sees 
Benny Kaha 
Eddie Bush Orc 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Stanley Wheeier 
Charlie Openuw) 


Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Benny Lessy 
Jackie Gleason 
Billy Reed 
May Williams 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Mead ‘Lux’ Tews 
Evelyn Myers 
Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee Inn 


Shelton Brooks, Jr 
Loumel Morgan 3 
Trianon 
Ellingtcen Orc 
Trouville 
Mary Lee 

Jack Beekman 
Dorothy Dandridge 
Art Crippen Orc 


Duke 


PITTSBURGH 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
June Gardner 
Bill Medio 

Balconades 
Charlic Laun Ore 
Billy Madestone 
Bill Green’s 

Marvin Ore 
Al Jain 
i Farrell 


Blue Ridge Inn 
Serenaders 
A & M Brooks 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Raechorse Williams 
Buddy Blaine 
J Comorada 
Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Patti Gene 
Jimmy Zummo 
Cork aud Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Colonial 
Ann du Pont Ore 
Eddie Peyton's 
Kenny Clark Ore 
51 Club 
Lyda Rodnok 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
3 Adorables 
Sally Rice 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill 
Dorothy Matthews 
Escorts 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Harry Bigley 
Escorts 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 
Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselll 





John Bonguidi 

Hotel Scheniey 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 


Hotei Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 


Sammy Watkins Orc! 


Dean Martin 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrin: 4 
Merry-Go-Kound 
Joanne Bonz 
Rlowdy Baum Ore 

New Hillcrest 
Ray Englert 
Marty Schramm O 

Nixon Cafe 

Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 


14 Franks 


Trixie 
Martine & Florenz 
Orchard Inn 
Rudy Gale Ore 
Oasis 
Billy Yates Orc 
Tay Boy 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Orc 
Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Daie Harkness 
Rddie Miller 
Billy Sloan 
Trelon 
Ralph Springer 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Mirth & Mack 
Rhoda Chase 


Ore 


DeMay, Moore & M 
Purnell Danc 
Shirley Heller 
Sky-Vue 
George Welles Or 


Henrietta 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
frank Natale 
Mike Sandreito 


Villa Madrid 


Etzi Covaio Ore 
Mark Lane 
Peter Higgins 
Earl & J Leach 
Lola & Andre 
Jack Spot 


Rhumba Dulers 


BOSTON 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Ore 
Erna Fairchild 
Clare & Arena 
Elstons 
Louise Borday 
Beach-charmers (6) 

Blinstrub's 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 


Del Ohrel 

Leslies 

Fenwick & Cooke 
Happy Tom & Jerry 


Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Hal Roberts Ore 
Chaz Chase 
Juvales 
Blanchards 
ris Ison 
Boots McKenna Rev 


Club Vanity Fair 
Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel’e Harrington 
Stella Ray 


Cocoanut Grove 


Micke, Alpert Ore 
Don Rico « ire 
Buster Keim Rev 


filly Paine 
Madalyn White 
Jack & Jill 
(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Griff Williams Ore 
Walter King 
Bob Kirk 
Dorothy Lewis 
Lucille LaMarr 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 8 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DeForrest 
Arthur Wara 
Crawford Heuse 
Freddy Rubin Ore 
Crawfordettes 
Sally Keith 
alph Wie lder 
larriet 
Fox & Hotnds Clauh 
(Rhumba Casino 
‘ oom) 
Marion Frances 
Jose Mona 
Barron Lynn Gils 
Charies Wolk Ore 
ti-Hat 


I 
Fiete, Henman 19re,: «Harry ade.,- 





Frank Petty 
Motel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 
Hote) Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 
Will Osborne Orc 
Hotel Pssex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Billy Kelly 
Ada Marova 
Bill Groin 
Vin Daley 
Tean Monti 
Sally Harris 
Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Koorm) 
Anne Therese \Vhite 
Lucille & F Roberts 
Walter Boag 
Hotel Lenox 
Bob Hardy Orc 
Kay Ivers 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny MeVey Orc 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 
Dwight Fiske 
Harry Marshard O 
Hotel Statier 
(Terrace Room) 
Leighton Noble Ore 


(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Km) 


Oscar Elgart Ore 
Jolene 

Ella Wilson 
Helen Dougiass 
Helen Shepard 


Ken Club 


Farren Bros (re 
Russ Howard 
Jerry & Tillian 


Latin Quarter 


Anthony Bruno Orc 
Rhumboliers Ore 
Phil Regan 
Cardini 
Heney Murray 
Barbara Belmore 
Whitney Roberts 
T & B Wonder 
Don Arden Gis 
(Lounge Ear) 
Hum & Strum 
Escudero & La Plata 
Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 
Angry lie 


: 


Bills Next Week 


ontinued from page 48 








Helen Carrol 
Charioteers 
Paul & Edna 
Al Ferguson 
Stanley 2 
Buster Keim Rev 
(Garden Lounge) 
Mai & F Dearbon 
Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Artini & Consuelo 
Ada Gonzales Trio 
Dorothy Deering 


pon we Ae se Abbott 
Jimmy Marr 

The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Elvez Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Artini & Consuelo 
Pir-ettes (5) 

Tie-Toe 
Lionel Hampton O 

Tremont Plaza 

Duke Lorenzo Ore 





Alpine Village Coralli 
Del Kay Hotel Hollenden 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Rochele & Beebe | poet! 
Frieda & Pony Katherine Hoyt 
Myron Ryan Vicki Nevada 


Eldorado Club 
Jims MacKenzie Ore 
Freddie's Cafe 

Tangia > 
Curtiss & Claire 
trene Vermilion 
Larry Vincent 
Al Lackey Orc 
Gourmet Club 
Royal Hawaiians O 
Jules & Webb 
Hotel Allerton 
Henry Pildner Ore 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Charles Wick Ore 
Barbara Parks 
Hotel Cleveland 


Bill McCune Ore 
Hotel Statler 
Clint Noble Ore 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
King Cole 3 
Sue Sanders 
Pearl de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Patty Ryan 
J & J Walton 
Many Landers Orc 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
37300 Club 


Cy Reeves 


" , Roberta 
Carmen Cavallaro O Evelyn Scott 
Hotei Fenway Hall| Hal Hall 
Kenneth Rasmussen} Hollie LaVelle 





Poison Gardner Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Boek Casino) 
Meta Stauder 
Frank Gagen Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Dick Rock 


Laskey Sis 

Clem Hawkins 

Leonard See} Ore 
Northwood Ina 

Dale Rhodes 

Theresa Rudolph 


Bowery Don Amato 
Dick Todd Ray Carlin Ore 
Evette one Olde Wayne Club 
Chas. Newman Howard Benedic 
Lorraine & Rognan nee OC 
Madie Ptrece Jack London 


Don Arden Dane Palm Beach 


Johnny King Pat Patterson 
Charlie Carlis'e R & B Powers 
Benny Resh Ore Pepito 

B Rail Trini 

Tass Beatrice Gardner Gs 
Del Parker Margaret Andrews 


Seymour Hoffman Don Pablo Ore 


Roy Swartz Penobscot Club 
Smeaninen Patricia Willis 

Jessica Garwood Retake ~ 

John Bowers Guy Welch Ore 

zoe & Becks Huck’s Redford inn 
orenza r 

Dolores& Jeanie Mae McGraw Ore 

Wm Hewitt Sect: Staaten 


Lee Walters Ore 
Club Congo 
Larry Steele 
Margaret Watkins 
Kathryn Perry 
Son & Sonny 
Danny & Edith 


Six Lovely Ladies 
Woodie & Betty 
M Faber Gis 
Aylene Mason 
Skeeter Palmer Ore 


Statler Hotel 


Sahiji Pancho Ore 
3 Toppers Saks 
Rob Parrish . — 

Congo Orc Hai Weaken 


Corktown Tavera 
Don Harris 
Hiart & Allison 
Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 

Frontier Ranch 
Dave Barnum 
Gloria Shayne 


Taft-Kretlow Gls 
Harvey Stone 
Leonard See! Ore 
San Diege 
Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 
The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 


Carl & Lenina cliff Arvin 
Artie Fields Orc Al Alexander Ore 
Grand Terrace - Stevadora 


Gioria Parker Ore Good & Goody 


Earl Parchman Great Seigfreid 
Haymarket Eddy Shepherd 
June Eldridge Jack Thomas Ore 
Phelps & Cullenbine The Tropics 
Musical Jack Al Tucker 
P & M Barnes Lyle Carlyle Ore 
Dorothy Maye Dale Rhodes 
Charmettes Oro Bernice Salis 
Hund's Vernes 
Sun Val Serenaders | Carl Denny 
| Bill Tracy 
London Chop House ‘ é : 
Connie Barleau ae & Sharpe 
a a Jacl Nelson Ore 
Club Mayfair Whittier Hotel 
Marty Joyce (Gold Cub Room) 


Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 


Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 


Irving Berlin during his courtship of 
E}lin Mackay. 

Berlin left yesterday (Tues.) for 
Washington to huddle with the War 
Dept, on “This Is. the. Army.’ the 1942 
counterpart of his ‘Yip Yip Yap- 
hank,’ which he wil] author and pro- 
duce on behalf of Army Relief. Ber- 


designate a single superior officer 


through whom he can function when 
putting on the soldier musical. 


2 RODEO PERFORMERS 





St. Louis, April 7. 

Two performers in Col. T. E. Rob- 
ertson’s All-American Rodeo were 
injured seriously during the eight- 
night run that wound up in the red 
Wednesday (1). Miss Alice Green- 
ough, 36, cowgirl and sister-in-law of 
Sally Rand, suffered a fractured right 
knee cap when she was thrown by 
a brone. Dan Wilder, 27, cowboy 
from Buffalo, N. Y, suffered a frac- 
tured left jaw when he leaped from 
a bronco and missed a steer that he 
was to have bulldog7ed. Miss Green- 
ough is a sister of Turkel Green- 
ough, cowboy who recently was wed 
to Miss Rand. 

The rodeo was sponsored by the 
St. Louis Conference of the Ameri- 
can Legion and one of the reasons 
for the loss is said to have been the 
action of the local Humane Society, 
which nixed an advertised ‘bloodless 
bullfight.’ 

Robertson denied that any per- 
former was not,paid off. He said 
some free lance performers had been 
spreading rumors of non-payment, 
etcs Percy Gash, manager of the 
Municipal Auditorium -in which the 
rodeo was held, said the sponsors 
paid the rent and dished out $5,500 
in prize money. 


Carny-AFM Deal 


Chicago, April 7. 
American Amusement Corp., own- 
ers of four largest carnivals in 
America, signed first contract Mon- 
day (30) union 
(AFM). 





with musicians 


guarantees minimum wage scale to 
tooters. It’s first time musicians 
have held this type contract with 
any carny. 





Agnes Shaw Laid Up 


Dudley, Mass., April 7. 

Agnes Shaw, drum majoret who 
doubled as trapezist with Ringling 
Circus for several lears, will be miss- 
ing from the bigtop this year. 

While playing in Milwaukee under 
canvas last year, she fell 30 feet from 
trapeze, suffering injuries from 
which she has not yet fully re- 
covered, 


| ‘No Meddling’ | 
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portant roles in the private lives of | 


| Literati 


HURT IN ST. LOUIS 


Deal gives union closed,shop and | 




















| ee Be hes 
lecutive officers of the 
| Protestant Defense League. 


| Coughlin stated 


American 


recently that he 


lin wants the D. C. authorities to;no longer owned the newspaper, that 


|it was the property of his parents. 
'Mr. and Mrs, Thomas J. Coughlin, 
|}who make their home with him in 
Royal Oak, Mich. In addition to 
the effort to ban Social Justice from 
the mails, the paper has been dis- 
lavowed by the Catholic hierarchy 





in Detroit as not a Catholic news- 
paper. 

Literary Intrigue 
‘How Japan Plans to Win,’ by 
iKinoaki Matsuo, translation of a 


| book removed from a Los Angeles 
| hotel room occupied by Jap military 
}men and translated by Kilsoo K. 
Haan, a Korean, is being published 
this week by Little, Brown & Co. 

Matsuo is liaison intelligence offi- 
cer for the Japanese Foreign Office 
and Admiralty and chief of the 
Press Bureau of the Black Dragon 
Society of Japan, a fascist organiza- 
tion. Haan is Washington rep of the 
Singo-Korean People’s League, or- 
ganization seeking liberation of Ko- 
rea from Japan. ( 

‘Haan learned through one of his 
agents in Tokyo that two Jap mili- 
tary officers, Major Masaichi and 
Capt. Otijiro Endo, members of the 
Black Dragon Society, were on their 
way to California to act as propa- 
gandists among West Coast Japanese- 
Americans and that they were in 
possession of a book, published to 
stimulate Jap morale, which was 
also serving as a sort of textbook 
for Jap officers. Haan traced the 
militarists to their hotel, entered 
their room with a pass key and 
walked off with the book, originally 
called ‘The Three-Power Alliance 
and a U. S.-Japanese War.’ 


Publishers plan to use the same 
type of sales promotion as employed 
in exploiting ‘You Can’t Do Business 
With Hitler’ and ‘Defense Will Not 
Win the War.’ 


War Cuts Pitt P-G Staff 


Harry Kodinsky, Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette reporter for the ‘last 10 
| years and co-author with Anna Jane 
| Phillips, also of morning sheet’s 
| staff, of mumber of true “detective 
| stories for the pulps, has been ap- 
pointed head of Western Pennsyl- 
vania public relations office of the 
War Production Board. He replaces 
William T. Schoyer and will head- 
quarter in Pittsburgh. Another P-G 
man leaving for a publicity berth 
is Art Grant, who’s joining Goodyear 
Rubber Co. in Akron, O. 

War continues to riddle P-G staff. 
Charles Brown, newshawk, has just 
{been appointed a lieutenant, J. G., 
in U. S. Naval Reserve; J. K. Dela- 
| ney and Lew Jones both shoved off 
;}for army duty last week, following 
| Charles T. Davis, now a flying cadet 
in the navy, and Lieut. Bruce 
| Buttles, attached to U.S. embassy in 
London, 
ment, Walter Burson, former preési- 
dent of the Pittsburg. unit of the 
ANG, left last week with a first lieu- 
tenant’s commission in the army. 








Dorothy Dix te Bell Synd. 
Dorothy Dix, one of the country’s 


Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore Madelon Baker 
Mickey’s Manuel Lopez Ore 





| 





Billy Meagher Sammy Dibert Ore 


Charles & R Jenkins Club 
La Temple Dale Rhodes 
Ray Vincent Di Giovanni 


Good & Goody 
Dottie Ard 

Jean Moore 

Joy & Juanita 
Della & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 


Delores Lamont 
Mickeyettes 
Joe Banket Ore 
Neblolo’s 
Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 














Berlin’s ‘Always’ | 








The 10% fee to Sam Fox, as agent 
for the Music Publishers Protective 
ssn., is also borne by 20th. 


$50,000 Package 


How Berlin values his old songs 
is evidenced by the $50,000, equally 
divided between Berlin, Inc. 
himself, as the author, for the old 
songs that 20th-Fox used in ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band,’ and there 
only the title is protected for the 
film company for seven years. 

Where a song is used for nostalgic 
values, as an integral part of the 
picture, that’s where the old num- 
bers take on added values, he con- 
tends. 

Incidentally, this $15,000 for ‘Al- 
ways’—which was Gehrig’s and his 
wife’s favorite ballad—goes to Mrs. 
Ellin Berlin. 
wedding present to his wife, and all 
revenue has since accrued to her. 
‘Remember’ and ‘Always’ played, im- 


ten ace from page 35a 


and | 


t was the songsmith’s | 


being given an export license, Fed- highest paid daily newspaper scrive- 
eral authorities hope the producers|ners, switches her lovelornitis to 
will ask for advisory opinions when- | Bel] Syndicate April 20 after 23 
ever they have doubts about the/ years with the Philadelphia Ledger 
way Government people will regard | Syndicate. New contract is said to 
the finished product, but this does| guarantee her $1,200 a week, just as 





Continued from page 5% 


: | 
In paper’s business depart- | 


| beck, N. Y., estate. 


not mean any Breen-like advance|the Ledger pact did. It’s for one 
|examination of the scripts and stor-/| year with options. 

ies. The Government can't take On| Ledger Syndicate was a subsid of 

such a chore, even if there were a | the Ledger, which recently folded 

disposition to get into such ticklish | Syndicate continues to operate un- 

sunjects, der court supervision and is up for | 

While the machinery may creak at/sale. Its agreement wit® Miss Dix 
the outset, it is hoped a brief period| was its principal asset. Contract | 


of operation 
| sticks so the 


lexpired in January and she had 
been working under an informal ar- 


will yield enough yard- 
studios won't experi- 


ence any major difficulty. The Fed-|rangement since then, awaiting de- 
eral people are trusting that pro-|velopments. She had a clause in 


her contract giving her the right to 
cancel if the syndicate was sold to 
a purchaser she did not approve. 
Inasmuch as no purchaser has ap- 
peared, she’s signed with Bell. 

Miss Dix, actuaily Mrs. Elizabeth 
Meriweather Gilmer, has been writ- 
ing her column since 1893. She lives 
in New Orleans. 


| ducers in the past have observed 
| what pictures have brought yelps| 
land frowns. Also that a few tut- 
i tuts will be sufficient to sketch the 
}extent to which Uncle Sam thinks 
ithe studious should go. 

| On the domestic side, it is empha- 
|sized that the Censorship Office has 
no interest in the general tone’ or | 
character of screen entertainment. 
'As long as Hollywood steers clear 
of military secrets—which it will be 
more or less compelled to do by the 
inability of the Army and Navy to 





K. C. Journal Folds 

Kansas City Journal folded after 
the final edition March 31. End was 
| lend the familiar cooperation in film-| written at the order of Morris Scha- 
ing—and observes the general re-| piro, of Baltimore, principai stock- 
straints outlined=in various policy! holder, and given by Harry New- 
| statements, there should be no need | man, who has acted as publisher and 
i for Ssissorjyg pf feajuyed product. 











syndicate of owners since last No- 
vember. 

At a bondholders’ foreclosure sale 
week earlier. paper was bought 
by the stockholders, but a bill of 
over $200,000 for paper, which had 
been running for 15 years, remained 
as the stumbling block that brought 
the clesing order. Staff of about 
| 300 was thrown out of work. 

Journal nded its existence as an 
afternoon daily, although in the his- 
tory since its founding in 1854 by 
| David Abee] and William Strong it 
j;has been a weekly, morning daily 
and evening. and morning daily, 
| Variously known as the Post, Jour- 
|nal-Post and Journal, paper went 
|through varied stages of ownership 
| and once was operated by Bonfils 
and Tammen, the Denver Post pub- 
| Lishers. Sheet was instrumental in 
| the organization of the AP, although 
it did not have a franchise at its 
demise. 


! 


Pines’ New ‘See’ Mag 

New 10ce picture inag, called See, 
hits the stands around April 15, with 
32 pages. Staff now editing College 
Humor and Co-eds will also turn out 
new mag. 

See is one of the 40 publications 
in the Thrilling Group Publications 
sponsored by Standard Magazines, 


Inc. (Ned and Bob Pines.) 


Hellinger’s Third Book 

Mark Hellinger’s third anthology 
of short stories, vhich he does as 
part of his King Features syndica- 
tion, is being -brought out by Far- 
rar & Rinehart for the Xmas trade. 
It'll be titled ‘I Meet a Lot of Peo- 
ple’. Two previous collections of the 
film producer - columnist’s stories 
have been previously published. 

Hellinger likes to continue his 
newspaper work, although he has 
been a Warner Bros. and 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox film producer for some 
years, and now with the added pres- 
sure of duties under a new WB deal 
(having wound up at 20th), he may 
modify his schedule a bit only to 
include his short stories and gags. 


2 Am. News V.P.s Die 

The American News Co., dis- 
tributor of newspapers, magazines 
and books in the United States and 
Canada, lost two outstanding ex- 
ecutives ,within the past week. 

Both of them vice-presidents, they 
were Joseph A. Sheeran, who passed 
away March 29 in Atlantic city at 
the age of 62, and William J. Spile 








|lane, who succumbed April 7 in a 
| New York hospital at 54. 
LITERATI CHATTER 
Martha Sheaffer resigned as s0- 


ciety editor of The Memphis Com- 
mercial Appeal to join staff of the 
Chicago Sun. “Gal had been doing 
radio scripts and making occasional 
appearances over WMC in addition 


to weekly newspaper column and 
editing job. 

‘Literature For Sale,’ the sixth ane 
nual Bowker lecture, by Ann Wat- 
kins, the literary agent, has been 
published, and is sold for 25c. by 
the N. Y. Public Library. 

William Seabrook and his former 
wife, Marjorie Worthington, novel- 
ist, have divided up their Rhine- 


She has house, 
he the studio apartment over garage 
and barn. Novelis. h.; rented out 
he: part of layout. 

Arthur Davison Ficke returning to 
his Hillsdale, N. Y., home upon Rane 
dom House publishing his new 
poems, “Tumultuous Shore’, 


N. Y. Public Library Bulletin lists 

gifts to Stage Collection from John 
Wilstach, Nat Dorfman, Fred Fehl, 
| George S. Kaufman, James D. Proc- 
itor, and H Walter Fowilez, Jr. Pro- 
grams, photos, booklets and type- 
scripts, of rare nature, credited after 
names of donors. 

When Swank §fvlded printers 
| walked in as preferred creditors. 
| Rent, telephone and anything else 
come before unpaid authors, who 


mmnrecentatie a Gahanir P ha Thie EPA) hw 
Lrepresentative of, Schoniro and, f e this, rove 


always are at bottom of list and sel- 
dom are reached. 

William C. White sold two yarns 
last week. “The Conqu~ror’s Day’ to 
Liberty and ‘Story Ending’ to Chi- 
cago Tribune-Daily News Syndicate, 

Just disclosed that ‘Ethel Vance,’ 
author of ‘Escape,’ Satevepost serial 
which Metro subsequently filmed, is 
Mrs. Grace Zaring Stone, who also 
authored ‘The Bitter Tea of General 
Yen,’ among other works. 

Paul Harrison shoved off for the 
Panama Canal to do a series of tales 
!for the Newspaper Enterprise Assn, 
;about the defenses in zone. 
| While he is in the tropics, his wife. 
| Lucy, and Dee Lowrance will cover 
cot news pun, f: ote 


; 
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RE: THE CASE OF LEW AYRES 





Addressed Respectfully to the United States Government 


i 
— 





Back in July of 1941—about six months before Pearl Harbor—I took a series of advertisements in Time, Newsweek and this news- 
paper advocating war at once against the Axis powers. I advocated war in all its totality, with all its killing. At that time, when 
the nation was preponderantly isolationist, when it was popular to be against war, to be against killing and to be opposed even 
to the policy of our own government, I believed in war and the killing and our government. I believe in all three today. I was 
advocating an immediate war, one that might have saved our decent world the tragedy of Pearl Harbor and Wake and Guam 
and Manila and Hong Kong and Singapore and the Dutch East Indies at a time when a Senatorial Star Chamber was attempting 
to indict and smear the film industry as war mongers, along with President Roosevelt, characterized at that time by many in 
power as War Monger Number I. 

I was in favor of war then and am in favor of war now so that we may not only continue to live but so that we may continue to 
live in tolerance among each other, respectful of our neighbors’ honest opinions. 

I am willing to fight and willing to kill to help in my small way preserve tolerance in America, one of the few citadels remain- 
ing on the face of the earth where a man has a right to his own religious convictions, no matter what they may be so long as 
they are sincere. : 

I am not willing to fight nor kill to create a nation of intolerance. That is what this war is all about—c war to eliminate intol- 


erance so all peoples, no matter their creeds or beliefs, can live and die as decent, free human beings. I know that wars cannot 
be won without killing, but I also know that nations cannot survive without tolerance among its own people; not tolerance for 


the enemy but tolerance for the views and religions of those who are of us. 


We don’t always believe in the other man’s opinion, or his 
philosophy or his religion; we don’t always approve of the 
results of free speech or freedom of the press or free assem- 
blies—but that is what makes America our kind of country. 
That's what we're fighting for, It isn’t something that was 
dreamed up on the morning of December 7— it’s something 
that has been law with us since we became a nation. Our 
government is wise and good and tolerant; it has no law that 
can force a man or a woman to kill if it is in violation of re- 
ligion or conscience. Any prospective juror in any courtroom 
in the land is excused, under law, from jury service if he or 
she has a conscientious scruple against the death penalty. No 
man or woman yet, so far as I know, has ever been publicly 
crucified for claiming this valid exemption no matter how 
heinous the crime of the defendant. The law of our land grants 
the same free, democratic privileges, in time of war, to any 
man whose religion does not condone killing. There are sev- 
eral religions the followers of which are opposed to carrying 
arms. They include the Quakers, the Mennonites (Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch), the Doukhobors (Russian Baptists), Jehovah's 
Witnesses, a few Mormons and a few Methodists. 


That we are in disagreement with their viewpoint does nof 
mean we must destroy them, crucify them, ostracize them. 


There are plenty of jobs—and plenty of jobs at the front under 
shell fire—where these followers can serve and have served. 


For us to interpret their views or motives in any manner other 
than that for which their lives have been led is to be intolerant. 


We have plenty of man power on hand to permit a man not to 
betray the manner in which he serves his God. It would be an 
even greater cause of comment, to those of us who naturally 
cannot understand the other man’s views, if men chose not to 
follow and be true to their God. 


I have a feeling that General Douglas MacArthur is aware 
that he is standing between an on-rushing atheistic horde and 
an America where every man, woman and child can serve 
God as his conscience dictates. 


I know, too, there are jobs and dangerous ones to be done in 
MacArthur's front lines that will permit a man to serve his God 
in his own way and yet not bear arms. 


April 2, 1942. 


Lew Ayres, I understand, had prepared himself for such a job. 
For months he had been studying medical work, was willing 
to be a nurse, willing to evacuate and tend the wounded, 
serve at the front, carry bedpans in front line hospitals—be- 
cause he could not kill. To those of us who do not have that 
kind of religion it is difficult to understand. As a matter of 
fact, most of us don’t understand it at all. That we may not 
understand it is no reason why he should be quartered and 
thrown to the lions. 


I do not know Lew Ayres. I have never met him, never seen 
him, do not represent him nor his employers, but I believe it 
took great courage—courage as great as carrying a gun— 
for him to stand true beside his kind of a God. 

He went to his draft board and told the simple truth. 

He didn’t seek a safe commission. 

The draft board investigated his religion, his views. If they 


had been untrue, insincere, Lew Ayres might well be on his 
way to prison now. 


‘ 


We have been quick out here to pass judgment, quick and 
cruel to assign a man to disgraceful cblivion—a man whose 
sin is he cannot kill, a man who does not eat anything that 
once lived and breathed. 


Lew Ayres in this case is but one man. It is seldom in a life- 
time that any of us meet a man who does not stop to weigh 
the commercial loss or gain—but simply stands beside his kind 
of God. 

But there will be other Lew Ayreses—and it will be to our 


shame if our intolerance for their convictions causes public 
opinion to destroy them. 


This open letter is respectfully written in the belief our gov- 
ernment—our tolerant government, which rightfully now has 
working for it, at the Henry Ford plant, a man by the name of 
Lindbergh who once caused national disunity—will prevent 
Lew Ayres—and the others who may come—from becoming 
our nation’s number one casualties due to intolerance—the 
evil we are trying to stamp out of the world. 

May it be suggested that Lew Ayres be assigned to the medi- 
cal duty, for which he studied long, at whatever post to which 
the Army sends him? 

Let's not destroy a man who believes in his God, a man who 
cannot kill but is willing to be killed, unarmed, for his country. 


Voltaire said it all: “I disapprove of what you say but I will 
defend to the death your right to say it.” 


Russell Birdwell 
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